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ORDINANCE NO. 27,302

ORDINANCE RELATING TO ANIMALS, AMENDING CHAPTER 8 OF
THE OKLAHOMA CITY MUNICIPAL CODE, 2020, AMENDING ARTICLE
III, MENACING BEHAVIOR BY DOGS AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS,
SECTION 8-131, DEFINITIONS, AND SECTION 8-132, MENACING OR
DANGEROUS BEHAVIOR BY DOGS PROHIBITED; CREATING A NEW
SECTION, 8-133, MENACING ANIMALS PROHIBITED; AMENDING
SECTION 8-135, EXCEPTIONS TO CLASSIFICATION, SECTION 8-148,
CONFINEMENT; SECTION 8-150, HEARING AND ADJUDICATION; AND
SECTION 8-154, PENALTY.

ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY:
SECTION 1. Sections 8-131 and 8-132 of Division 1 of Article III of Chapter 8 of the
Oklahoma City Municipal Code, 2020, are hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 8.
ANIMALS

ARTICLE III. MENACING BEHAVIORBYDOGS AND DANGEROUS
ANIMALS

Division 1. Generally

§ 8-131. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except when the context clearly indicates a
different meaning.

(a) Animal bite means any penetration, laceration, or contusion of the skin of

a person or domestic animal, caused by the teeth er—elaws of an animal;but-shal




te}(b) Attack means the—aet—by any aggresswe threatemng, or hostile
behavior by an animal efs
th&t—hestﬂe—eeﬂt&et—w%h—the—ethef d1rected toward a domestlc animal or the a person,

regardless of whether actual physical contact occurs. eecurs-oran-act-ofaggression
against—a—person—or—a—domestic—animalthat requires—the Attack also means any

agoressive, threatening, or hostile behavior by an animal that causes a person or the
other animal to take evasive action to prevent injury.

t(c) Dangerous animal means any animal:

(1) that bites or inflicts an injury upon a hwmasn person or
domestic ammal as—a—result—ei;aﬂ—uﬂpfeveked—&tt&ek—%gafd%ess%ﬂ&e

3)(2) that is owned, trained, used, or harbored, primarily or
in part, for the purpose of animal fighting.

(d) Domestic animal means an animal kept for pleasure or for utility, that
has adapted to life in association with and to the use of human beings, and shall not
include animals which normally can be found in the wild state. For the purposes of
this article, homeless, free-roaming (a.k.a. community) cats shall be considered
domestic animals.

(e) Menacing animal bekavior-as—used—in—this—seetion means an animal
that;unpreveked;—chargesanindividual; growls, snarls, takes an aggressive stance,

or shows its teeth toward a domestic animal or person, or that destroys property (e.g.,

a fence) in an attempt to get to a humaﬁ person or domestlcated animal. An—am—mai

() Owner means any person, firm, business, organization, or corporation
owning, possessing, harboring, or keeping any animal, or having an interest in or
control of an animal, or in the case of a person under 18 years of age, that person's
parent or legal guardian. This definition shall not apply to any animal shelter,
veterinary clinic or kennel that is boarding animals belonging to another.



(2) Provoked means an animal that is acting:

(1) in response to being tormented, abused, or assaulted by any
person;

(2) in response to pain or injury:

(3) in protection of itself or its food, kennel, immediate territory, or
nursing offspring: or

(4) in response to an assault or attempted assault on a person.

(h) K-9 means a dog specifically trained and being used by a public law
enforcement agency. Article III of this chapter shall not apply to any K-9.

§ 8-132. Menaeing-or Dangerous animals behavier-by-degs prohibited.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to own, harbor, possess, or maintain a

dangerous animal, except as authorized bv order of the Municipal Court—aﬂl-le%aﬂy

botre
'v

m%ﬁ&&l—&g—@i‘—d—&ﬂg%@&ﬁ—b%h—&*%@iﬂ No person who has an ownershlp interest in real

property shall permit another person to harbor, possess, or maintain on that property
a&d—w&hm—the@rt—yl—mﬁs—any dangerous ammal except as authorlzed by order of the

(b) -the e menacing-or-dang avior Any animal
that is the subject of a_dangerous ammal 01tat10n shall be immediately impounded.

() Any dog or cat that is 1udlclallv determmed to be meﬂael-ng—ef a
dangerous animal bs ~
of-this—ehapter shall be micro- chlpped and spayed or neutered as set out in § 8 57,
before the dog or cat shall-be-is released from impoundment.




v o a a' a o a fa A !

conditions-continue-to-be-met—The owner of any animal that is judicially determined
to be a dangerous animal shall, as a condition of release, register the animal as a
dangerous animal and pay the fees set forth in § 60-8-1 before the animal is released
from impoundment.

SECTION 2. A new Section 8-133 in Division 1 of Article III of Chapter 8 of the
Oklahoma City Municipal Code, 2020, is hereby adopted to read as follows:
CHAPTER 8.
ANIMALS
ARTICLE III. MENACING AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS
Division 1. Generally

§ 8-133. Menacing animals prohibited.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to own, harbor, possess or maintain a
menacing animal, except as authorized by order of the Municipal Court. No person
who has an ownership interest in real property shall permit another person to harbor,




possess, or maintain on that property any menacing animal, except as authorized by
order of the Municipal Court.

(b) Any animal that is the subject of a menacing animal citation shall be
immediately impounded.

(c) The Animal Welfare Division may release an impounded animal that
is the subject of a menacing animal citation to the animal’s owner prior to any hearing
or final adjudication, subject to one or more of the following restrictions as a
condition of release. The Superintendent, or designee, shall determine which
restrictions or conditions are appropriate for the particular animal.

(1) If the animal is a dog or cat, it shall be micro-chipped and
spayed or neutered;

(2) Confinement in a suitable enclosure constructed to prevent
escape of the animal;

(3) Use of a muzzle to sufficiently prevent biting whenever the
animal is outside of an enclosure;

(4) Use of a physical restraint whenever the animal is outside
of an enclosure;

(5) Timely notification to Animal Welfare of escape or death
of the animal:

(6) Timely notification to Animal Welfare of the owner’s
change of address or any change in ownership or transfer of the animal:

(d) If the owner does not agree with the restrictions required by the
Superintendent, or designee, the owner is entitled to a hearing before the
Superintendent, or designee, to contest the required restrictions. The hearing shall be
scheduled within five (5) business days of the owner being provided with notice of
the required restrictions. The Superintendent, or designee, shall determine the place,
time, and manner of the hearing. The order issued after the hearing shall be final for
the City. The owner may reclaim the animal by complying with any restrictions
imposed by the Superintendent, or designee, payment of the required fees, and visual
verification by the Superintendent, or designee, that the owner has complied with all
required restrictions. Upon the failure to comply with the restrictions required by the
Superintendent, or designee, the Superintendent, or designee, may take corrective
action including, but not limited to, impounding the animal for the duration of the
owner’s pending Municipal Court proceedings regarding the animal or animals.




Animals impounded for the owner’s failure to comply with the required restrictions
are not eligible for further release under this section.

(e) Upon release of any animal under subsection (¢), the Superintendent,
or designee, shall attempt to timely notify any witnesses and victims of the animal’s
release.

(H Any dog or cat judicially determined to be a menacing animal shall be
micro-chipped and spayed or neutered pursuant to Section § 8-57. before the dog or
cat is released from impoundment by order of the Municipal Court.

(2) The owner of any animal that is judicially determined to be a menacing
animal shall, as a condition of release, register the animal as a menacing animal and
pay the fees set forth in § 60-8-1 before the animal is released from impoundment.

SECTION 3. Section 8-135 of Division 1 of Article III of Chapter 8 of the Oklahoma City
Municipal Code, 2020, is hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 8.
ANIMALS
ARTICLE III. MENACING AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS

Division 1. Generally

§ 8-135. Exeeptions-to-elassifieation-Defenses.

defense to prosecution under Article III if the animal was provoked as defined in

Section 8-131 of this chapter.

(b) ; e of ) ot Section8-133 of thi
et bbbl e e e s s s e b ] [0
defense to prosecution under Article I11 if the animal’s behavior was directed toward:

(1) at-the-time—was a person committing or attempting to
commit a willful trespass or other tort upon the property where the
animal was owned, harbored, kept, or maintained; eceupied-by—the
ovwnerofthe-animal:




(2) was-net a person not lawfully present upon the property
where the animal was owned, harbored, kept, or maintained; ecetupied

e

crime.

(c) It is a defense to prosecution under Section 8-133 of this chapter that

the animal’s behavior occurred while the animal was on the property where it was
being owned, harbored, kept, or maintained.

SECTION 4. Sections 8-148, 8-150 and 8-154 of Division 2 of Article III of Chapter 8 of
the Oklahoma City Municipal Code, 2020, are hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 8.
ANIMALS
ARTICLE III. MENACING AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS
Division 2. Enforcement
§ 8-148. Confinement.

An animal that is impounded at the time of an incident that resulted in the
owner being charged with harboring or possessing a menacing or dangerous animal,
or an animal impounded by order of the Municipal Court, shall be confined in the
City Animal Shelter pending the disposition of the animal, except as provided in § 8-
133(c). Such confinement shall be at the owner's expense unless the Municipal Court
does not find the animal to be a menacing or dangerous animal or the charge is
declined or is dismissed. Previdedhowever the-animal may be-confinedin-alticensed




Provided, however, that upon the owner’s request or due to a medical necessity, the

Animal Welfare Superintendent is authorized to place the animal in a licensed
veterinary clinic or other licensed facility prior to a hearing for disposition of the
animal before the Municipal Court. In all other circumstances, placement of the
animal in a licensed veterinary clinic or other licensed facility shall be determined by
the Municipal Court. Any placement of the animal in a licensed veterinary clinic or
other licensed facility shall be at the owner’s expense regardless of the outcome of
the court hearing, if the placement was requested by the owner. Otherwise, the owner
is not responsible for the costs of such placement if the animal is determined not to
be a menacing or dangerous animal.

skskok

§ 8-150. Hearing and adjudication.

(a) If, after notice as set forth in this article, the owner does not appear at
the hearing, the animal shall be deemed abandoned and subject to disposition under
the provisions of Article I, Division 5 of this chapter.

(b) The Municipal Court, after Judge,—upen the presentation of all
evidence at the hearing and upon a finding that the animal is a menacing or dangerous

animal, may order the animal euthanized erreguire-confinementofthe-animal or may

order the animal released from impound under certain restrictions designated by the
Municipal Court.

(c) If the Municipal Court deesnotorderthe-animalevthanized, but-does
find-the finds an animal to be menacing or dangerous the j&dge Mumcmal Court may

MumekpaJ—Geuft—Sﬁeh—restHeﬁeﬂs—may—meL&d%order the an1ma1 s owner to complv

with certain restrictions, as provided in § 8-151, as a condition of release of the
animal.
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(d) Upon a conviction for a violation under this Article, the Municipal
Court may suspend the execution of a sentence of euthanasia and order the animal
released pursuant to the restrictions imposed by the Municipal Court. The Municipal
Court may suspend the execution of such sentence for a period not to exceed six (6)
months. During those six (6) months, any subsequent violation of this chapter or
violation of any restrictions ordered upon the owner of the animal by the Municipal
Court shall constitute cause for revocation of the suspended sentence. The Municipal
Counselor’s Office may petition the Municipal Court to revoke the suspension of the
sentence and set the matter for a hearing before the Municipal Court. If the suspension
of the sentence is revoked, the Municipal Court shall order the animal impounded and
euthanized.

*kk

§ 8-154. Penalty.

(a) Any person who violates any of the provisions of Article III shall upon
conv1ct10n be guilty of a Class "a" offense. %&a%&nml—deteﬂmned—te—b%ﬂ%aﬁeﬁ

(b)  Upon a second or subsequent conviction, any person who shall be
convicted of any of the provisions of Article III shall be guilty of a Class "b" offense,
even if the first conviction involved a different menacing or dangerous animal. Fhe

INTRODUCED AND CONSIDERED in open meeting of the Council of the City of

Oklahoma City the28th day of February ,2023.

PASSED by the Council and SIGNED by the Mayor of the City of Oklahoma City this

28th day of March ,2023.
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REVIEWED for form and legality.

Lty fi

Assistant Municipal Counselor
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