
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-11 -  FINAL PUBLICATION 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 

In the Year Two Thousand and Twenty-Three 

AN ORDINANCE 

In amendment to the Ordinance entitled “Cambridge Municipal Code”

That the Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge be amended in Chapter 2.131 entitled "American 

Freedmen Commission” as follows:

Chapter 2.131 - American Freedmen Commission 

2.131.010 – Established.

There shall be a Cambridge American Freedmen Commission (“Commission”) consisting of no less 

than nine and no more than fifteen members, at least 85% of them identifying as American Freedmen.

2.131.020 - Definitions.

1. “Cambridge Resident” shall mean: a person who has established residency in the City of 

Cambridge.

2. "Transitional Justice" shall mean: adequate, effective, and prompt reparations to redress gross or 

serious violations of international human rights law, including but not limited to enslavement, genocide, 

racism, land theft, denial of healthcare, denial of housing, denial of economic opportunity, mass 

incarceration, and other historical, systemic, and ongoing injustices perpetrated by the Federal, 

Massachusetts, and/or Cambridge governments against Cambridge Residents.

3. “Chattel Slavery” shall mean: the enslaving and owning of persons as property, including their 

descendants, from the 14th through 19th centuries.

4. “American Freedmen” shall mean: persons freed from Chattel Slavery within the United States 

and their descendants.

2.131.030 - Membership

A. The members of the Commission s h a l l   b e   a p p o i n t e d   b y   t h e   C i t y   M a n a g e r   t o   s e r v e   f o r   t h e   

f o l l o w i n g   t e r m s : 

1 .   O n e - t h i r d   o f   m e m b e r s   s h a l l   s e r v e   f o r   a   o n e - y e a r   t e r m ; 

2 .   O n e - t h i r d   o f   m e m b e r s   s h a l l   s e r v e   f o r   a   t w o - y e a r   t e r m ; 

3 .   O n e - t h i r d   o f   m e m b e r s   s h a l l   s e r v e   f o r   a   t h r e e - y e a r   t e r m . 

A f t e r   t h e   i n i t i a l   t e r m s   a l l   m e m b e r s   s h a l l   b e   a p p o i n t e d   f o r   a   t e r m   o f   t h r e e   y e a r s . 

B . T h e   m e m b e r s   s h a l l   e l e c t   a   C h a i r p e r s o n   f r o m   a m o n g   t h e   m e m b e r s   o f   t h e   C o m m i s s i o n .   T h e   

C h a i r p e r s o n   s h a l l   b e   e l e c t e d   a t   t h e   f i r s t   m e e t i n g   e a c h   y e a r .   T h e   m e m b e r s   s h a l l   t r y   t o   r o t a t e   t h e   e l e c t i o n   

o f   a   C h a i r p e r s o n   e a c h   y e a r   t h e r e a f t e r . 



C . T h e   C o m m i s s i o n   s h a l l   c o n v e n e   a t   t h e   d i r e c t i o n   o f   t h e   C h a i r p e r s o n .   A l l   m e e t i n g s   o f   t h e   

C o m m i s s i o n   s h a l l   b e   c o n d u c t e d   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   o p e n   m e e t i n g   l a w s   o f   t h e   C o m m o n w e a l t h .   A l l   

r e c o r d s   o f   t h e   C o m m i s s i o n   s h a l l   b e   p u b l i c   e x c e p t   a s   p r o v i d e d   b y   S t a t e   l a w . 

D. T h e   C o m m i s s i o n   m a y   a d o p t   r u l e s   a n d   r e g u l a t i o n s   c o n s i s t e n t   w i t h   t h i s   c h a p t e r   a n d   t h e   l a w s   o f   

t h e   C o m m o n w e a l t h   t o   c a r r y   o u t   t h e   p o l i c y   a n d   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   c h a p t e r   a n d   t h e   p o w e r s   a n d   d u t i e s   o f   

t h e   C o m m i s s i o n   i n   c o n n e c t i o n   t h e r e w i t h ,   w h i c h   s h a l l   b e   r e v i e w e d   a n d   a p p r o v e d   b y   t h e   C i t y   M a n a g e r   

a n d / o r   t h e   C i t y   M a n a g e r ’ s   d e s i g n e e ( s )   p r i o r   t o   a d o p t i o n . 

E. Members shall be paid a stipend.  The City Manager shall determine the amount and timing of 

any stipend paid members.

2.131.040 – Executive Director

A. There shall be an Executive Director of the Commission w h o s e   s e l e c t i o n   a n d   c o n d i t i o n s   o f   

e m p l o y m e n t   s h a l l   b e   d e t e r m i n e d   b y   t h e   C i t y   M a n a g e r   w i t h   t h e   a d v i c e   o f   t h e   C o m m i s s i o n ,   s u b j e c t   t o   

a p p r o p r i a t i o n .   T h e   E x e c u t i v e   D i r e c t o r   s h a l l   b e   r e s p o n s i b l e   f o r   t h e   a d m i n i s t r a t i o n   o f   t h e   C o m m i s s i o n . 

B .   T h e   E x e c u t i v e   D i r e c t o r   s h a l l   a t t e n d   C o m m i s s i o n   m e e t i n g s .   T h e   E x e c u t i v e   D i r e c t o r   s h a l l   n o t   

s e r v e   a s   a   v o t i n g   m e m b e r   o f   t h e   C o m m i s s i o n . 

2.131.050 – Purpose

A. The Commission shall make recommendations to the City Manager and/or the City Manager’s 

designee(s) concerning implementing Transitional Justice for Cambridge Resident American Freedmen. 

At the request of the City Manager and/or the City Manager’s designee(s), the Commission shall work 

with the City Manager and/or the City Manager’s designee(s) to implement Transitional Justice for 

Cambridge Resident American Freedmen. The Commission will also investigate and report on any 

historic, systemic, and/or ongoing harms done to American Freedmen by the Federal, Massachusetts, 

and/or Cambridge governments, and identify adequate, effective, and prompt reparations.

B. The Commission shall perform such further work as agreed upon by the City Manager and/or 

the City Manager’s designee(s) and the Commission.

In City Council December 4, 2023. 

Ordained as amended by a yea and nay vote:-

Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0. 

Attest:- Diane P. LeBlanc, City Clerk

A true copy;

ATTEST:-             

                         Diane P. LeBlanc, City Clerk




