
ORDINANCE N0.1450 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARTINEZ APPROVING A 
MUNICIPAL CODE AMENDMENT AND ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TO AMEND THE 

MARTINEZ MUNICIPAL CODE BY: 1) MERGING MARTINEZ MUNICIPAL CODE 
CHAPTER 8.08 (TREES AND SHRUBS - PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE) AND 8.12 

(TREES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY - PRESERVATION, PROTECTION AND REMOVAL), 
AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF PROTECTED TREE, ESTABLISHING A TREE 

REPLACEMENT RA TIO, ESTABLISHING A LIST OF RECOMMENDED AND 
DISCOURAGED TREES, AND ESTABLISHING A TREE REPLACEMENT IN-LIEU FEE ; 2) 

AMENDING CHAPTER 22.04 (DEFINITIONS) AND CHAPTER 22.12 (RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICTS) TO REVISE AND ESTABLISH NEW DEFINITIONS FOR APIARY, CHICKEN, 

AND COOP; AND 3) ADDING CHAPTER 22.58 (SMALL ANIMALS) TO ESTABLISH 
STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES FOR BEES AND CHICKENS PLANNING 

APPLICATION NO. 23PLN-0056 

WHEREAS, the City of Martinez proposes a Municipal Code Amendment and Zoning Text 
Amendment to update the Martinez Municipal Code ("MMC") regarding the keeping of small 
animals, such as chickens and bees, and tree protection; and 

WHEREAS, the City seeks to maintain best practices for the keeping of small animals and the 
protection of trees within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City has received multiple requests from residents for clarity regarding the 
permissibility of maintaining apiaries in residential areas, and for clarity regarding the limitations 
on the keeping of chickens in residential areas; and 

WHEREAS, City staff has determined that chickens and bees fall under the category of "Small 
Animal Farming" and "Agriculture - Large Scale", a practice that is allowed in Agricultural 
Districts, the Alhambra Valley Districts and in Residential Districts (except for the R-1.5, R-2.5 
and R-3.5 districts) on parcels that are 20,000 square feet or greater; and 

WHEREAS, the City proposes Zoning Text Amendments to establish zoning regulations for 
small animals, including bees and chickens; and 

WHEREAS, the City also seeks to update regulations related to tree protection to ensure the 
protection and conservation of specific trees within the City, based on best practices, as 
recommended by local arborists and the Arbor Day Foundation; and 

WHEREAS , the Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed Zoning Text 
Amendments on November 14, 2023, during which all interested persons were heard, and 
adopted Planning Commission Resolution No. 23-16 recommending City Council adoption of 
the proposed Zoning Text Amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on the proposed Zoning Text Amendments 
on December 6, 2023, at which time all interested parties had the opportunity to be heard; and 
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