
ORDIN  AN CE NO . 1669

AN ORDI N A NCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SAN CLE MENTE , CALIFOR NIA,

· A ME NDI NG MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 1 5. 7 6 TO
UPDATE THE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT CODE 
TO M EET THE MINIMUM R E QUIREMENTS OF THE 
NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the State o f C alifo rni a h as Gove rn ment Code Sections 65302, 65560 , 
a n d 65800 which require the City to adopt r egu l ations designed to promote the public 
health, safety , and gene ral welfa re of its citizenry ; a nd

WH EREAS, t h e City i s in an exist i ng agreement with the federal government and 
the Municipa l Code contains required r eg u lations in o rder to satisfy f loodplain 
management which i s required to be i n accordance with t he National Flood I nsurance 
Progra m ; and

WHEREAS , Chapte r 1 5. 7 6 of the San Clemente Mun  icipal Code r egulates the 
floodplain ma n agement require m ents wit  h in t he C ity; and

WHEREAS , updates are n eeded to C h apter 1 5.76 o f the San Clemente Municipal 
Code in orde r meet the minimum requirements of the Natio nal Flood I nsurance Program.

NO W, THEREFORE, t he City Co un c i l of the City of San Clemente, Ca lifornia, 
h ereby o rdai n s as follows:

Sec ti on 1: T he defin itio n of "Area of s hallow flood i ng" within Section 1 5 . 76.050 of 
t he M unicipal Co de o f th e Ci ty of San Cl emente i s h ereby replaced in i ts e nti r ety t o read 
as follows:

"m eans a d esignated AO o r A H Z one on the Flood I nsurance R ate Map (FIRM). 
T he base flood depths range f rom one t o three feet; a clearly defined channel does 
not exist ; the path of floodi ng i s u n predictable and indeterminate; and velocity f low 
may be evide n t. Such f looding is cha r acterized by ponding or sheet flow ."

Sec ti on 2: Th e defini t ion of "E x i sti n g m anufactured home park or subdivisio n" 
within Sectio n ·15.76.050 of t h e Municipal C ode of the C i ty of S an Clemente is he reby 
replaced In Its entirety t o read as follows:

"m ean s a m anufact ured h ome p a rk or subdivision for which t h e construction 
of f acili t ies for servicing t he lot s o n which t he manufactured homes are to 
be affixed (i nc l ud i ng , at a mi ni  mum, the installation of utilities , the 
constru cti o n of str eet s, and eith er f inal site grad ing or t he pouring of
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co n crete pads) i s completed b efore November 26, 1979 when the first City 
of San Clemente fl oo dpl ain ordinan ce was adopted."
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Section 3: The definition of "New co ns  truction" within Section 15.76.05  0 of the 
Municipal Code o f the City of San Clemente Is hereby rep laced In Its entirety to read as 
follows:

"means, for floo  dpl ai n management purposes, structures for wh ic h the "start of 
constru ction" commenced on or after November 26, 1979 when the first C it y o f 
San Clemente floodplain ordinance was adop t ed, and includes any subsequent 
improvements t o such structures."

Section 4: Th e defin iti on of "N ew manufactured ho me park or su bdivision" wi th i n 
S ection 15.76.050 of the Municipal Code of the City of San C leme nte is h ereby replaced 
in its entirety to read as follows:

"means a manufactu  red home park or subdivision for which the construction of 
faciliti e s fo r se rv  icing the lots on wh ich the manufactured homes are to be affixed 
(inc luding , at a minimum, the in sta lla  tion of utili tie s, th e construction of streets, and 
either fi na l site grading or the pouring of concre te pads) is completed on or after 
Novembe r 26, 1 97 9 when th e first Ci ty of Sa n Clemen te floodplain ord inance was 
adopted."

Section 5: T h e definition of "Special fl ood h azard area (SFHA)" w ithi n Sectio n 
15 . 76.050 of th  e Municipal Code of the C ity of San Cl e mente is hereby replaced in its 
en ti rety to read as fo llo  ws :

"means an area in the fl oodp lai n subje  ct to a 1 percent or g rea ter c h an ce of 
floodi ng in any given year. It is sho  wn on an FH BM or FIRM as Zone A, AO, A1-
A30, AE, A99, AH, V1-V30 , VE or V. "

Section 6: Sectio  n 1 5.76. 140(A) of t he Municipa l Code of t h e City of San
Clemente Is h ereby replaced in its enti rety to read as follows:

"A. Permit Rev  iew . Review a ll development perm its to determi  ne t hat:
1 . Permit r equ iremen t s of th i s chapter h ave been satisfie d, includ ing 

determin atio n of substantial i mproveme nt and substantial damage of 
existing structures;

2. All other r eq uired state and federa l permits h ave been ob  t ained;
3. The site is reasonably safe from f looding; 
4. The proposed development does not adversely affect the carrying 

capacity of areas where base fl ood elevati ons ha  ve been determined 
but a floodway h as n ot b ee n de  sig n at ed. For purposes of this chapter, 
"adversely affects" m eans th at th e cumulative effect of th  e p roposed 
deve lop m ent when co m bined with all other existing and anticipated

r

t
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development will not i ncrease the water surface elevation of the base 
f lood more than one (1) foot at any point within the C ity; and

5. All Letters of Map Revision (LOMR's) for flood control projects are 
approved prio r to the iss u ance of building pe rm its. Building perm its must 
not be issued based on Conditional L etter's of Map Revisions
(CLOMR ' s). Approved CLOMR's allow construction of the proposed
flood contro l project and land prepa ration as specified in the "start of 
const ructi on" definition ."

Sec  tion 7 : Section 1 5. 7 6. 1 40(C) of the Mu nicipa l Code o f the City of San
Clemente is hereby rep laced in Its entirety to read as follows:

" C. N otificati on of oth er ag en c ie s. 
1. Alteration or relocation of a watercourse:

a. Notify adjacent communiti es and the California Department of 
Water Resources prior to alteration or relocation; 

b . Submit evide n ce of such notification t o the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency; and 

c . Assure that the flood carrying capacity w ithin the altered or 
r elocated portion of said watercourse i s maintained .

2. Base Flood Elevation changes due to physical alterations:
a. Within 6 months of info r mation becomi ng available or proje ct 

comp letion, wh ichever comes first , the floodplain administrator 
shall submit or assure that the permit appl icant submits technic a l 
or sc ientific data to FEMA for a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) . 

b. Al l LOMR's for flood control projects a re approved p rio r to th e 
issuance of building permits. Building permits must not be i ssued 
based on Cond i tional Letter's of Map Revisions (CLOMR's). 
Approved CLOMR's allow construction of the proposed flood 
control project and land preparatio n as specifi ed in the "start o f 
construction" definition. 

Such submissions are necessary so that upon confirmati on of those 
physica l changes affecting flooding conditions, risk premium rates 
and flood plai n management requirements are based on current data .

3. Changes in corporate/city boundaries:
Notify FEMA in writing whenever the corporate /city bou ndarie s have 
been modified by annexation or other means and include a copy of 
a map of the commu  nity clearly delineating the n ew co rpo rate / city 
limits."

Secti o n B: Section 1 5 .76.160(8)(4) of the Municipal Code of the City of San 
Cl e mente is hereby replaced in its entirety to read as follows:

"Require within Zones AH or AO , adequate drainage paths arou nd st ructures o n 
slopes to guide flood waters around and away from proposed st ructures ."
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Section 9: The City C l erk shall certify to the passage o f this ordinance and cause 
the same to be published as requ ired by law  , and the same shall take effect as p rovided 
b ylaw.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this-5...th.._day of March

ATTEST:

or of the City of Sa 
Clemente, California

'2019. [

l
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STA.TE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY .Of ORANGE 
CITY OF SAN CLEMENTE

)
) SS .
)
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I, JOANNE BAADE, City Clerk 9f t~e City of San Clemen,te, CCJllfornla, h ereby
certify th at Ordinance No. 1669 having been regularly Int roduced at th e i]eetlng of

February 19, 20 19 .. , w;:is again introduced , · the re ading In fu ll thereof
unari lniously waived, a nd duly passed and adopted at a regular rneeting of the City
Council held on the-2..!h_day of March , 20 19, -and said o rd inance was adoptsd
by th e f ollowing vote: ·

AYES: BANE, FERGUSON, HAMM, WARD, MAYOR SW ARTZ

NOES: NONE

ABSENT: NONE

I N W IT NESS WHE REOF, I h ave hereunto set my hand antj ..§\ffixed t h e officlal sea l of t he
City of San Clemente, California, ·this & 7}f d ay of /1')/1~11 , 201'f..

TY CLERK of the City of
an Clemente, California
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