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ORDINANCE NO. 13-20 N.S.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE  CITY COUNCIL O F THE  CITY OF RICHMOND

AMENDING CHAPTER 9.48 OF THE  CITY OF RICHMOND MUNICIPAL

CODE ENTIT LED “ INTEGRATED PES T MANAGEMENT  (IPM)”  BY

REPEALING SECTIONS 9.48.035 (SALE OF PESTICIDES) AND 9.48.045

(ENFORCEMENT OF PESTICIDES) TO COMPLY WITH CALIFORNIA FOOD

AND AGRICULTURE CODE SECTION 11501.1

S ECTIO N 1.

Chapter  9.48  enti tl ed  “INTE GRATED  PES T  MANAGEMENT ”  of  the  Cit y  of  

Richmond Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

S ections:

9.48.010 Def in ition s .

9.48.020 App li cab il ity .

9.48.030 Exclu sion s an d  exemp tions .

9.48.040 En f orcemen t and  ap p eal f or Contractors .

9.48.010 - Definiti ons.

W henever used in t his chapter, the foll owing terms s hall  have the meanings set forth below.

(a) "Cit y Department" means any department of the Cit y of Richmond and includes any 

contractor hired by a Cit y Department t o control  pests  on Cit y property. Cit y Department 

does not i nclude any other local agency or any federal or state agency.

(b) "Cit y property" means property owned, leased or managed by the City of Richmond.

(c) "Contractor" means a person, firm, corporati on or other enti ty, including a 

governmental enti ty, which enters int o a contract wit h a Cit y Department or wit h a tenant 

l easing Ci ty property for the management  of pests .

(d) "Integrated Pest  Management  [ IP M] " means a decisi on making process for managing pests

that uses monit oring to determine pest  inj ury levels and combi nes biological, cultural, 

physical, and chemi cal t ools t o mi ni mi z e healt h, environmental and financial risks. The 

method uses ex tensive knowledge about  pests , such as infestation t hresholds, life hist ories, 

environmental requirements and natural enemi es to complement and facil it ate biological 

and other natural control of pests . This m ethod uses the least t ox ic synthetic pesti cides only

as a last resort to controlling pests .

(e) "IP M C oordinator" means the Cit y of Richmond staff member designated by the 

City Manager who is responsi ble for the oversight of this ordinan ce as well  as pest  

control acti vit ies on Ci ty property.

(f) "Least -tox ic" means if treatm ent i s necessary, non -chemi cal m eans are given priority. 

Traps and enclosed bait s, beneficial organism s, freez ing and flame or heat t reatm ents, among 

others, are all  ex ampl es of non-chemi cal or least -tox ic pest  treatm ent st rategies. W hen it  is 

deemed necessary to apply a pesti cide, chemi cals us ed must pose the least pos sibl e risk of 

tox icity to humans and the environment.

(g) "Pest " means any anim al, pl ant, or plant p athogen (virus, fungi, bacteria or other 

mi croorganism ) that i s, or is liable to become, dangerous, detrimental t o publi c healt h, 

or posing a serious economi c hardship.

(h) "P esti cide" has the meaning set forth i n S ecti on 12753 of the Cali fornia Food and

Agricult ural C ode but does not include anti mi crobial agents. P esti cide includes the following:

(1) Any subst ance or combi nati on of subst ances which is i ntended to be used for 
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defoliati ng plants, retarding plant growth, or for preventi ng, destroying, repel li ng, or 

mitigati ng any pest which may infest or be detrimental t o beneficial species, wil dli fe, pets, 

people, or the buil t environment, or be present i n any agricult ural or nonagricult ural 

environment whatsoever;

(2) Any spray agent t hat m odifies the effects of other agents for the control of pests  

(also known as a "spray adjuvant").

(i) "Riparian Area" means an area characteriz ed by vegetation t hat t hrives in t he int erface 

between dry land and the wet environment of a stream, creek, pond, or other water body. 

Riparian Area includes wetl ands, floodplains, and all  area withi n a mi nim um of fifteen feet 

from t he top of a stream or creek bank, whether or not riparian vegetation i s observed 

withi n that area.

(j) "S ignal word" means the appli cable word —"Danger," "W arning," "Cauti on," or some 

other word signifying the level of tox icity designated by federal l aw under 40 C.F.R. 156.64.

9.48.020 - Applicabil it y.

A. Restricted Use of Pesticides. P esti cides shall  be used only as a last resort foll owing 

other feasibl e IP M efforts including cult ural, m echanical, and biological m ethods. W hen it  

is deemed necessary to use pesti cides the least -tox ic pesti cides shall  be used.

B. Ban on the Use of Any P esti cide Containi ng Organophosp hates or Carbamates. Ex cept for

pesti cides granted an emergency ex empt ion pursuant t o   S e c t i o n   9 . 4 8 . 0 3 0 ,  no Cit y 

Department or Contractor shall  use any material containi ng any organophosphates or 

carbamates as li sted by the U.S . Environmental P rotecti on Agency. No ex empt ions of 

pesti cides containing organophosphates or carbamates shall be for granted use in a riparian 

area.

(c)  Ban the Use of Any Pesticide That is a Known Carcinogen. Except for pesticides granted

an emergency exemption pursuant to Section 9.48.030, no City Department shall use any

pesticide, as listed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which is a known

carcinogen. 

(d)  Ban the use of any pesticides as defined in RMC Section 9.48.010(h) for the eradication

of invasive or noxious weeds. 

(e)  Riparian Areas, Playgrounds, and Picnic Areas are Pesticide-Free Zones. Except for

pesticides granted an emergency exemption pursuant to Section 9.48.030, no pesticides

shall be used on Riparian Areas, within playgrounds, or within picnic areas located on City

property. The pesticide-free zone shall extend a minimum of 15 feet from top of bank in

Riparian Areas, and a minimum of 15 feet from the perimeter of a playground or picnic

area. 

(f)  Notification of Pesticide Use. In those areas in which pesticides are used, the City shall

provide notification in the following manner: 

(1)  Signs of a standard design and size, easily recognizable by the public and workers,

shall be posted at public access points to the targeted area 72 hours in advance of the

application and remain in place for 72 hours following the application. 

(2)  Signs shall contain the following information: Pesticide product name; active

ingredient; target pest; dates of anticipated pesticide application; signal word (such as

"Danger" or "Warning") indicating toxicity level; timeline for re-entry of staff and

public; name and contact information for the IPM Coordinator. 

(3)  Exemptions to the advance notification requirements may be granted by the IPM

Coordinator pursuant to Section 9.48.030, subsection (b) or (c). However, in areas

accessible to the public, signs shall be posted within five days prior to the time of

application stating that, weather permitting, pesticides will be applied in the area

within the next five days and shall remain in place for a minimum of 72 hours

following the application. 
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(4)  Pesticide use in areas not readily accessible to the public, such as street medians or

unimproved rights-of-way, shall not require the posting of signs. 

(g)  Recordkeeping and Reporting.

(1)  Each City Department and contractor that uses pesticides shall keep records of all

pest management activities and submit monthly reports to the IPM Coordinator. Each

record shall include the following information: 

(A)  The target pest;

(B)  Prevention and other non-chemical methods of control used;

(C)  Exemption granted by the IPM Coordinator (if any) to authorize use of

pesticide; 

(D)  The type and quantity of pesticide used;

(E)  A description of the exact location of the pesticide application, with a diagram

if appropriate; 

(F)  The date the pesticide was used;

(G)  The name of the pesticide applicator; and

(H)  The application equipment used.

(2)  All pesticide applications shall be reported as required by the California Department

of Pesticide Regulation. 

(3)  All pest management records shall be made available to the public upon request.

(h)  City Contracts. As of the effective date of this chapter, when a City Department enters

into a new contract or extends the term of an existing contract for pest management

services on property owned managed or leased, the contract shall obligate the contractor to

comply with provisions of this ordinance. 

(i)  Planning and Design Practices. As of the effective date of this chapter, to the maximum

extent possible, Integrated Pest Management strategies shall be incorporated into the

planning and design of City buildings, landscapes, road rights-of-way, or other facilities.

Design factors such as site selection, types of uses, soils, grade, slope, water table,

drainage, and proximity to sensitive areas shall be evaluated and pest prevention strategies,

such as native plant selection and construction of pest barriers incorporated.

9.48.030 - Exclusions and exemptions.

(a)  Exclusions.

(1)  This chapter shall not apply to the use of chemical agents for the purpose of

disinfecting water at: 

(A)  Public swimming pools;

(B)  Drinking water treatment plants;

(C)  Wastewater treatment plants;

(D)  Reservoirs; and

(E)  Related collection, distribution and treatment facilities.

(2)  This chapter shall not apply to the use of chemical agents for the purpose of

disinfecting child care centers; first aid or other health care facilities; crime or

accident scenes; or for abating a public nuisance on private property pursuant to either

Richmond Municipal Code Section 9.22.120 (Summary abatement) or a warrant

issued by the court. 

(b)  Emergency Exemption. The City Council may approve an emergency exemption to use a

pesticide banned or restricted pursuant to Section 9.48.020 in the event that a pest outbreak

poses an immediate threat to public health or a significant risk of severe and immediate

damage to City property. The IPM Coordinator's request for approval by the City Council

for an exemption shall be in writing, stating the reasons for the decision and all conditions

attached to the exemption. 
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9.48.040 - Enforcement and appeal for contractors.

(a)  The IPM Coordinator shall have primary responsibility for enforcement of this chapter,

and may promulgate regulations or guidelines to implement this chapter. 

(b)  Any contractor who violates any provision of this chapter, or of any regulation or

guideline that implements this chapter, shall be ordered immediately to stop all work. The

IPM Coordinator will issue a written notice describing the violation and demanding that

the contractor respond within three business days with a detailed written description of the

pest management practice(s) used. If the contractor fails to respond, the contract may be

terminated. 

(c)  Within five business days after receiving a response to a Notice of Violation, the IPM

Coordinator shall contact the contractor to discuss a plan of action for continued pest

management in accordance with this chapter and all implementing regulations and

guidelines. The agreed-upon plan of action will become an addendum to the contract. If

the IPM Coordinator and the contractor are unable to agree upon a plan of action within a

reasonable time, not to exceed 15 business days, the contract may be terminated. 

(d)  If a contract is terminated because of a violation of this chapter or any regulation or

guideline for the implementation of this chapter, the IPM Coordinator shall inform the

contractor in writing that he or she shall be placed on a list of contractors ineligible to

enter into pest management contracts with any City Department for a period of one year. 

(e)  The contractor may appeal the IPM Coordinator's notice of ineligibility by filing a

written protest with the City Manager within ten business days from the date of the notice.

Within ten business days of receiving a contractor's appeal, the City Manager shall

conduct a hearing at which the contractor and the IPM Coordinator may present evidence.

The City Manager's decision on appeal shall be final. 

S ECTIO N 2.  S EVERABIL IT Y CLAUS E

If any secti on, subsecti on, subdivisi on, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of thi s Ordinance is

for any reason held to be unconstit uti onal or invalid, such a decisi on shall not affect the validity

of the remaining portions of thi s Ordinance. The Cit y council hereby declares that it would

have passed each secti on, subsecti on, subdiv isi on, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of thi s

Ordinance irrespecti ve of the unconstit uti onali ty or invalidi ty of any secti on, subsecti on,

subdivisi on, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase.

S ECTIO N 3.

This ordinance shall  be effecti ve thi rty days after passage and adopti on .
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Fi rst read at a r e gul ar m e et i ng of t he C oun ci l of t he C i t y of R i chm ond hel d June 

23, 2020, and fi nal l y p assed and adopt ed at  a re gul a r m eet i ng t he reof h el d June 30, 

2020, b y t he fol l owi ng vot e:

AYES: Councilmembers Choi, Johnson III, Martinez, Myrick, Willis, 

Vice Mayor Bates, and Mayor Butt.

NOES: None.

ABSTENTIONS: None.

ABSENT: None.

             PAMELA CHRISTIAN

CLERK OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

(SEAL)

Approved:

TOM BUTT

Mayor

Approved as to form:

RACHEL SOMMOVILLA

City Attorney(Interim)

State of California }

County of Contra Costa : ss.

City of Richmond }

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of Ordinance No. 13-20 N.S., passed and 

adopted by the City Council of the City of Richmond at a regular meeting held on June 30, 

2020.

                                                                                                        

                                                 Pamela Christian, City Clerk of the City of Richmond




