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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING RULES AND REGllLATIONS F<)R THE 
IMPOl.ll\fDMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES

\V!H;RL\S. the City or Granite City lOWS and impounds private motor v~:hicks when 
there arL" concerns ahout th(· condition of the driver or because of the nature of certain pend
criminai chmges.

WllEREAS. the process associated with private motor vehicles thai have been to\ved
andror impounded utilizes ('it;,· resources in the form of Police Department pesonncl tirnc.

IJI'!IL:IZEAS, in order to recover the e\pcnditun: of resources, it is in tbc best interesl of
the C'ity to adopt rules and regulations associated with the impoundment of private mmor
vehicles.

NOV./, THEREFORE. BE IT ORDAI:\ED by the City Council ofthe City of Granite
City. Illinois. h.l!lm-vs. to be codified as G-ranite City Municipal Code. Section 1 0.5fl.O l 0 c1 

sequitur.

1 0.50.01 0.

l o.so.o:w.

Definitions

A. ''Business Day.. means any day in which the offices of City Hall are open
- to tht· public for a minimum of seven hou:·s.

B. ·'].~vel l Administrative Fee'' means and shall $400.0()

C. ''Level :2 Administrative Fee'' means and shall be $150.00

D. ivlotor Vehicle. Every vehicle which is seH:.prope!lcd. including but not
limited to automobiles, trucks. vans. motorcycles and motor scooters.

E. Chvncr of Record. The record title holder(s) of the motor vehicle as
registered with the Secretary of State, State of Illinois; or i r not r:.:?grstercd 
in Illinois. the particular state where tbe motor vehicle is registered.

Violations Authorizing Impoundment

.i\. Any motor vehicle, operated wnh the express or implied th~.:

owner record. that is used in connection with, w assist. or tn conm1it.
\ iubtions ur any of the Col lowing statutes. as no\.\' or as here after

ec: to sc:/lllT
cd· said motor vehicle 1 bel

:\dministra~iv~;; F'c:.:. as provided fo:· in this Ordinm~ce, i11 additiun to any
a::



Stale Statute
625 lLCS 5!6-303
625 lLCS ll-204
6:25 !LCS i 1-50 l

ILCS ll-503
625 ILCS 11-504
625JLCS 5/11-601.5

,., JL.CS 511 J

lLCS 5:1::>2
720 I LCS 5!1 "~

ILCS 5'1 "~ "
72o !LJ ..:s J:?-4.~

7:20 !LCS 5il 2-4.6
720 ILCS 5 1 16/\-3
710 ILCS 5/J 8-1
720 ILCS 18-2
720 ILCS 5/19- l
720 ILCS 5!J 9-3
720 ILCS 5/10-1.1
720 IL.CS 5/20-2
720 JL.C~S 1-1
720 ILCS )!_..,

720 JLCS 570/401 
720 TLJ~S 5 70/401 . 1
720 ILCS 57CJI402

720 ILCS 550i4

720 ILCS 550 1 5 
720 ILCS 55!5. l
720 JLCS 550/5.'2
720 ILCS 550/8

720 lLCS 5/24-l
720 ILCS 5/24-3. I

720 lLCS

Violatio11~

Dnving while license revoked
Fieeing or attempting to elude a peace officer
Driving under the influence of alcohol/drugs
Reckless driving or aggravated reckless driving
Drag racing
Speeding in excess of' 40 mph Class;\ misdemeanor
lndccenl so! !Citation of <r chi kl
Aggravated assault 
Aggravated batter)
/\ggravatecl ha11:.'r) W!th a firearm
Aggra\'8.tt~J battery of a child
A.ggravatcd battery of a senior eitizl~n
Retail theft of merchandise exceeding $15(J val uc
Robbery
Armed Robbery
Burgiary
Residential burglary
Aggravated arson
Possession of explosives or incendiary devices
Criminal damage to property
Moh action
Manufacture or delivery tmauthorizc~d 
Controlled subst~nce trafficking
Unauthorized possession under the Controlled 
Substances .Act
Possession of more then 10 grams or any substam:es
containing cannabis
1v1anufacture or delivery of cannabis
Cannabis trafficking
Delivery of cannabis on school grounds
Unauthorized production or possession of cannabis
sativa plant
Unlawful use of weapons
Unlavvful possession of firearms and firearm
ammunition
Unlawful sale or delivery of fireanns on the
premises of a school

B. For any motor vehicle. operated with the express or implied pc:·mission 
the owner or record, that is used in connection \vith any v10lauons not

in sub-Section A but still results in seizure and impoundment by the
City. the ov:ner of record said motor vehicle shall be liable to City
f'or a Level :2 Administrative Fee. as provided for in this Ordinance. in
addition to any and as hercinafte;· prov;dcd.



1(l.~tUl30.

HJ-50.040.

Seizure and Impoundment

A. Whenever u police officer ha::: n:.:ason to believe that a motor vehicle is 
sub.icct to sci:t.un: and impoundmcn: pursuant to this Ordimmcc. the police 
officer ma: provide for the tO\·ving of the motor vehicle to ii facilit_: 
approved by the Chief or Police. This Ordinance shall not apply if the 
mmor vehicle used in the violation was stolen m that timt and the theft 
'"'m reported tc1 the appropriate police authorities within hours after the
theft wa'> discov:::red or reasonably should have been discovered.

B. The pollee officer shall notif): any person identifying hllnsclf as tht• owner 

of the motor vehicle or any person who is found to be in control of lhe 
motor\ chicle at the time of thL' alleged violation. ir there is such u person. 
of the fact of the seizure and ofthe motor vehicle owner's righ1 to rcqucs\ 
an administrative hearing to be condur:.ted under this section.

Administrative Hearing

A. Within 5 business days after a motor vehicle is seized and impounded 
pursuant to this Ordinance, the City shall notify by personal service or by 
cenificd mail the owner of record of the owner's right to request a hearing 
to challenge whether a violation of this Ordinance. or a vJolat1on of any 
statute referenced in this Ordinance. has occ.urred. The owner of record 
seeking a bearing must file a written request f(Jr a hearing with the Chief 
of Police. or designee. no later than 10 business day:, after noti\:e was
mailed or otherwise served. T'hc bearing date must he sc:beduleJ m• mon:
than 20 business days after a request for a hearing has been filed. All 
interested persons shall be given a reasonable opportunity tu he heard at
the hearing. and to ask reasonable questions of other witnesses. in the
discretion ofthe hearing officer. The formal rules of evidence shall not
apply at the bearing and hearsay evidence shall he admissible.

B. If. after the hearing. the hearing onicer determines hy a preponderance of 
evidence thm the motor vehicle was used in connection with. w assist. or 
to commit, any violation of this Ordinance. or violation of any statute 
referenced in this Ordinance. then the hearing of!iccr shall enter an order 
finding the owner of record of the motor vehicle civilly liable to the City 
for the applicable Administrative Fee.

C. If. after a hearing, the hearing officer determines a preponderance the
evidence that the motor vehicle was not used in connection with such u
violmion. the hearing officer shall enter an order findink. for the mvncr
for the return the motor vehicle.

D. if tbt ClWJKT r(:quests a hearint: hut ,ads to appt<tr at the
u he:1ri:1g in a timely manner. O\\Yh.': record

be dee:11ed w have \Vaived his or her righ: \o a hearing and hearing nfficer

··~···~··-------·- -··· ---



10.50.050

1050.060.

A. 

shall enlt..:r a default order in favor of the City in the amount ofth-;.'
Administrative Fee. However, iftbe owner of record pays such 
Administrative Fee and the motor vehicle is returned to the owner, nn 
default order need he entered where the owner is informed of his or ln:r
rii.dH to c: hearint: and si!!ns a wrinen \Vaiver. An order and findin!.! of...~ "'" "- ""

liahilily w the City for the Administrative Fee shall be deemed 111 have 
been made \:vhen the City receives the signed written \vaivcr.

Disposition of Impounded Motor Vchicll·

An Administrative Fee imposed pursuant to this Ordinance shall constitute 
a debt due and owing the City. A motor vehicle impounded pursuant to 
this Ordinance shall n:main impounded until:

(i) The Adrninistrativc Fee is paid to the City and all applicable 
tov.·ing are paid to the towing agent. in \Vhich case the owner

record shall be given possession of the motor vehicle: or

(ii) A bond in an amount equal to the applicable Administrative Fee is 
posted with the Police Department and all applicable lowing 
are paid to the towing agent. at which time the motor vehJck will 
be released to the O\vner of record: or

(iii) The motor vehicle is deemed abandoned. in which case the motor 
vehicle shall be disposed of in the manner provided b:-lav. for the 
disposition of abandoned motor vehicle.

B. Notv.'ithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance. before- any 
impounded motor vehicle is returned or released under this Ordinance. any 
person seeking said return or release of the impounded moTOr vehicle. or 
the person purporting to be the registered owner. must prcsem all of the 
following: 

til proof of ownership of the vehicle: and 

(ii 1 current proof of all insurance then required by I mY. including but not 
limned tn ali insurance required by 6:25 ILCS 5/7-601 et sequitur: and

(iiil a valid driver's license. 
prior to release.

Posting of Bond

11' a bond in the amount equal to the applicable Administrative is posted v:itb
the: Police Department, the impounded motor vehicle shall be released 10

O\\lH.::· of reeonJ. The ovmer the moto:· vehicle shaH !:able u.~ the .g

agent for an.v applicable towing fees. lf an AdrninistratJVC" is :rnposccl lor



10.511.1170

I 0.50.080

10.50.090

violation of this Ordinance. the bond will be forfeited to tht~ City; however if a 
violation of this Ordinance is not proven by a preponderance of the evidence. the 
bond will be returned LO the person posting the bond. All bond money posted 
pursuam tu this Ordinance shall beheld by tht City until the: hearing offic<::r issues
a decision. or. if there is a judicial review. umil the coun competent jurisdiction
issues an order releasing the bond iO the person posting the bomL

Motor Vehick Possession

Any moto!· vehicle that is not reclaimed v>ithin :H1 days alter the expiration of the 
tirne durint:: \Vhich the owner of record may sed, judicial review o! the Cny·s
action t:nder this Ordinance, or !.he tin1c at which a final judgment is rendered in 
!inor of the City. or the time a final administrative decision is rendered against an 
owner of record ''iho is in ckfault may be disposed of as an abandoned or 
unclaimed motor vehicle as provided by law. provided, however. that where 
proceedings have been instituted under state or federal drug asset forfeiture laws. 
the subject motor vehicle may not be disposed of by the City except as consistent 
with those orocccdinus.' ~

Towinp; Agency

A. It shall be the duty of the towing or storage company in possession the
motor vehicle to obtain documentation confirming compliance \Vith all the 
foregoing requirements of this OJdinance and to retain photocopies of tha~ 
docun1entation in their files for a period of not less than six ( 6; months 
following release of the motor vehicle. The foregoing information shall be 
made available to the authorities of the City of Granite City for in~pcc;ion
and copying. upon their request made to the wwing or storage company. 
The towing or storage company is prohibited f1·om releasing any motor 
vehicle they may tow within the City until and unless they obtain the 
documentation as aforesaid.

B. The tmving or storage company shall be entitled to receive a reasonahic
fee rrom the owner or person entitled to possession of any such motor 
vehic!c prior to the release of the motor vehicle. The fcc shall be tr• co\·er
the cost of removing said motor vehicle, and, addition thereto. the r:ost
of storage of said motor vehicle for each day or fraction thereof that said 
motor vehicle shall have remained ston:d.

C The fees in this section shall be in addltion to any Administrative 
fine. pen<1lty, or fee, levied or assessed against the owner or operator ul'

· motor vehicle by reason of violation ordinance nr sta:ute.
any arrest which may have resulted from such

Refund of Administrative Fcc

ln the t•vent a judgment of'l\ot l1uilty is cnten.:d b:: a court oC cumpc·tcLl

------------·----·---·---



l 0.50.1 00.

l 0.50.110

10.50.120.

JUrisdiction on all underlying charges that could have resulted in the impoundment 
of a motor vehicle. then within 30 day:-. of presentation of a certi fled copy of said 
judgment to tht· City Pollee IkpartmenL any Administrative Fee:,; m posted bond 
ohwincd h: the City under this Ordinanct: shall be refunded to the payinp party.

i\ll ordinances or parts of other ordinances in conflict herewith shall be and 
hereby are repealed to the exten! of any such conflict. provided that nothing herein 
shall in any way excuse or prevent prosecution of any previous or existing 
violaiion of any ordinance or part of any ordinance repealed or superseded hereby. 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding nov. 
pending in any court. any rights acquired. any liabiiity incurred. any cause of 
action acquired or existing hy reason of any ordinance. or any part thereof 
repealed by this Ordinance. No <u.:crur=d legal right or ren1edy of any kind or 
character shall be lost. impaired or affected by this Ordinance. No private cause (d 
action is created. based on, or arising out oL this Ordinance. Where any coni11ct 
should he found to exist with sec. :::.R4.0 J 0 through :::.84.060 of the Uranitt.' City 
\1unicipal Code. or with Ordinance 7SH5, as no\\i or as here ahcr amended. this 
Ordinance shall govern.

If any part of this Ordinance is found to he unconstitutionaL invalid or 
unenforceable hy a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not afTect 
the validity or effectiveness of the remaining provisions of the Ordinance or any 
part thereof and said Ordinance shall be read as if said invalid provision wa:::. 
struck therefrom and the context thereof changed accordingly vvith the remainder ..

the Ordinance to be and remain in full force and effect.

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 45 days from and after its passage, 
approval and publication as provided by Jaw.

a
Passed by the City Council of the City of Granite City, lllinois on the ~._____day of

. :2009.

----·------·-- -----


