
ORDINANCE NO. 5200 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SANTA 
BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

AMENDING CHAPTER 7 ANIMALS AND FOWL, ARTICLE I AND ADDING ARTICLE IX, 
ROOSTERS TO THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CODE 

WHEREAS, the Board has authorized the animal services director to adopt 

standards for the proper care and comfort of animals in keeping and for the proper and 

orderly of administration of county animal control laws; and 

WHEREAS, the keeping of roosters in unlimited numbers on a single property or 

premise may lead to crowded and unsanitary conditions; and 

WHEREAS, limiting the number of roosters on a single property or premise 

protects the health and safety of the County's residents and the quiet enjoyment of their 

homes from public nuisances, illegal cockfighting, and the raising of birds used for 

cockfighting; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has authorized the animal services director, in consultation 

with the Agricultural Commissioner, to draft an ordinance amending Chapter 7 of the 

County Code to regulate and limit the number of allowable roosters by parcel size in 
unincorporated Santa Barbara County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board may establish fees by ordinance to recover the costs to 

enforce the provisions of this chapter; and 

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara 

ordains as follows: 

SECTION 1. ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 7, ARTICLE I. 

Santa Barbara County Code Chapter 7, titled Animals and Fowl, Article I (In General), 
sections 7-1 and 7-5 through 7-7 are hereby amended on the effective date of this 
ordinance. 

Sec. 7-1. - Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the 
meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 

Animal. Any live, vertebrate creature other than a human being. 



Animal Control Officer. Any county employee designated by resolution of the board of 
supervisors as primarily responsible for animal control and regulation. 

Animal Control Supervisor. The county employee designated by the board of 
supervisors as the county employee responsible for the direct supervision of animal 
control officers and/or animal shelter operations. 

Animal Services. The county of Santa Barbara Animal Services program. 

Animal Services Director. The county employee designated by the board of 
supervisors as the county employee responsible for the administration and operations 
of the animal services program. 

Cattery. Any premises or area where four or more cats four months of age or older are 
kept and cared for; provided, that this definition shall not include a duly licensed 
veterinary hospital, a humane society facility or any county facility. 

County. The county of Santa Barbara and if the context so indicates county 
employees designated to carry out the provisions of this chapter. 

Domestic Animal. An animal that has been tamed and kept by humans as a work 
animal, food source, companion animal or a pet. 

Grooming Shop. Any commercial establishment, including mobile grooming 
businesses, where animals are bathed, clipped, plucked or otherwise groomed; 
provided, that this definition shall not include a duly licensed veterinary hospital, a 
humane society facility or any county facility. 

Impound. Under the control and in the possession of the county. 

Kennel. Any premises or area where four or more dogs four months of age or older 
are kept and cared for; provided, that this definition shall not include a duly licensed 
veterinary hospital, a humane society facility or any county facility. 

Optional Cat License. Voluntary license for an altered cat for up to three years or the 
term of the rabies vaccination. 

Pet Store. Shall be defined as set forth in the State Health and Safety Code Section 
122350(i). 

Protective Custody. Animals that are impounded under exigent circumstances when 
no animal control violation has occurred. Some examples include owner arrested, 
owner hospitalized, owner died, automobile accident, owner is at a shelter, vehicle 
impound, law enforcement activity, or disaster such as house fire or flood. 



Quarantine. The confinement of any animal in such a manner so the animal may not 
expose to contagious disease or injure any person or other animal. 

Relinquished. An animal whose owner has given up ownership to a county animal 
services shelter. 

Restraint. Secured by an adequate leash or lead six feet in length or less and under 
the immediate control of a responsible person, or physically confined on or within the 
premises of the owner or custodian of the animal. 

Rooster Keeping Operation. Any premises or area where more roosters are kept than 
allowed under Section 7-67. This definition shall not include a duly licensed veterinary 
hospital, animal-welfare organizations as approved by the Animal Services Director 
that employ humane officers, public or private schools, any county facility, or any 
commercial poultry ranches whose primary commodity is the production of eggs or 
meat for sale and that are regulated by the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Food Safety Inspection service. 

Stray. A domestic animal not kept under restraint. 

Sec. 7-5. -Adoption of standards, rules and regulations by animal services 
director. 

The animal services director shall adopt standards for the proper care and 
comfort of animals kept in kennels, catteries, or rooster keeping operations and may 
adopt rules and regulations necessary to carry out the proper and orderly 
administration of county animal control and regulation laws. 

Sec. 7-6. Kennel, cattery, rooster keeping operation, pet store and grooming shop 
permits generally. 

(a) It shall be unlawful to establish or maintain a kennel, cattery, rooster keeping 
operation, pet shop or grooming shop without having obtained a county kennel, 
cattery, rooster keeping operation, pet store or grooming shop permit. 

(b) A kennel, cattery, or rooster keeping operation permit shall be granted only after 
the animal services director or designee has determined that: 

(1) The facilities of the kennel, cattery, or rooster keeping operation meet the 
standards adopted pursuant to section 7-5 that are set forth for the proper care 
and comfort of the animals; 

(2) The location of the kennel, cattery, or rooster keeping operation is a permitted 
use under applicable county zoning ordinances; and 

(3) The current year's kennel, cattery, or rooster keeping operation permit fee has 
been paid. 

The permit fee for kennel, cattery, or rooster keeping operation shall be 
purchased annually and shall be due on the first day of January of each year. 














