
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-05 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PERMITTING OF MICROENTERPRISE HOME 
KITCHEN OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 

The Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors ordains as follows: 

SECTION I. SUMMARY. This ordinance adds Article 413-3.20 to the County Ordinance 
Code to authorize and regulate microenterprise home kitchen operations throughout Contra 
Costa County in accordance with California Health and· Safety Code sections 1143 67 through 
114367.6. 

SECTION II. Article 413-3.20 is added to the County Ordinance Code to read: 

Article 413-3.20. MICROENTERPRISE HOME KITCHEN OPERATIONS 

413-3.2002 Purpose and Applicability. 

(a) The purpose of this article is to authorize the permitting ofmicroenterprise home kitchen 
operations in accordance with Health and Safety Code sections 114367 through 
114367.6, to allow for small-scale, direct food sales from home-based food facilities to 
prioritize locally prepared foods to consumers. This will allow small-scale entrepreneurs 
entry into the retail food economy and will help provide them with access to guidelines, 
training, and safety resources. 

(b) The requirements of this article apply within all incorporated and unincorporated areas of 
Contra Costa County, in accordance with Health and Safety Code section 114367. (Ord. 
2024-05 § 2.) 

413-3.2004 Definitions. For purposes of this article, the following words and phrases have the 
following meanings: 

(a) "MEHKO operator" means the resident of a private home who holds a microenterprise 
home kitchen operation permit and is responsible for the operation of the microenterprise 
home kitchen operation. 

(b) "Microenterprise home kitchen operation" or "MEHKO" has the meaning set forth in 
Health and Safety Code section 113 825. 

(c) "Permitted area" has the meaning set forth in Health and Safety Code section 114367.2. 
(Ord. 2024-05 § 2.) 

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-05 

1 








