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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 15 (PUBLIC SERVIC ES ), CHAPT ER 15 .13 
(WATER CONSERVATION) , SECTION 15.13.020 {MANDATORY COMPLIANCE­
LA WN AND LANDSCAPE WATERING) OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE, TO REVISE
THE IRRIGATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CITY OF EL PASO PUBLIC PARKS. THE 
PENAL TY IS AS PROVIDED FOR IN CHAPTER 15.13.080 OF THE EL PASO CITY 
CODE .

WHEREAS, the C i ty of E l P aso ( the " C i ty") seeks to promote healthy o utdo or 
recreational acti v ity to t he c i tizens a nd visitors of El Paso throug h th e use of its City parks; and

WHEREAS, the Water Conserva ti on Ordinan  ce app li es mandatory restri c tions on all 
custo mers of o r persons, incl uding th e C ity, who use or receive water from the E l P aso Water 
Uti liti es Publ ic Se  rvi ce B oard (" P ub li c Serv  ice Board"); and

WHEREAS, the City is committed to saving water and has created a Water Co  nservation 
Plan to address the requirements of the Texas Commiss io n o n E nviro nm  e nta l Quality w hile 
providing sufficient irrigation for public u se of C ity parks; and

WHEREAS , the proposed amendment enables the City to better operate in comp  liance 
w ith the Water Conservation Ordinance and reach water conservation goals while meeting 
qua  l ity turf objectives for public u se o f City parks; and

WHEREAS , the El Paso City Council, after a p ublic hearing at w hic h the public was 
allowed to comme  nt on the proposed o rdinan ce ame ndm ent, has d etermined that this amendment 
will provide for the public h ealth, safety and gene  ra l we lfare of the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EL PASO:

SECTION 1. That T itl e 15 (Pub li c Serv ices), Chapter 15. 13 (Water Conservation), Section
15.13 .020 (Mandatory Compliance  -L awn and Landscape Watering)  , of the E l P aso C ity Code be 
amended in its entirety and replaced wit h th e followi ng :

The fo ll owing mandatory restrictions shall apply to a ll customers of, or persons who 
use or receive wate r from the publi  c service board:

A. A ll outdoor in-igation of grass , trees , plants or other vegetation on reside  ntial and 
co mm  ercial property on the side of the street on w hi c h building addresses are 
eve  n numbered, may be done o nl y Tu  esdays , Thursdays and Saturda ys; and o n the 
s ide of t he street o n which buildings are odd number ed, such vegetatio n may be 
irri gated only on Wednesdays, Fridays and S undays. In case of comer building s 
having both odd and even numb ers, the number carried o n t he books of the publi c 
serv ice board shall contro l.
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B. Al l ou td oo  r irr igat ion of grass, tree s, p lants or o th er vegetatio n on indu  strial 
p roperties, park s, golf courses, sc  hoo ls and cemeteries m ay be pe  rmitted o nl y on 
Mondays  , Wedne sd ays and Frid ays. All ot  he r properties , not falling w i thin the 
indu  strial cl ass ific ation s descr i bed in this s ub sec  tion , s hall be c on  s idere d 
reside  ntial and s ha ll be watered in accordance with th e require  m e nt s of subsec  ti o n 
A o f thjs section.

C. Outdoor irri gat  io n of g rass, trees, plants or o ther vegetat  ion o n City of El Paso 
park  s (with s uc h m e te r/acc ount und er th e control and managem  e nt of the City o f 
El Paso Parks and Recreation Depart  m e nt) ma  y be perm itted fo r mo re than three 
day s, s ubjec  t to the submi ss ion and a pproval of an annual Co  n servatio n Plan . 
Time  -of-day r estr  ictions apply a ll year for City parks , with irr igation prohibi ted 
from ten a.m. to s ix p.m. T h e C ity of El Paso Park  s a nd Recreat  io n D epartment 
will s ubmit t he annual Conserva  tion Pl  an to the Conservation Man  age r by e nd- o f­ 
Janu ary each ye ar. The P lan will consist of:

• Co nserva  ti o n goals and targets ; tota l annual water consumption , vo lum e per 
developed acre, and a ny ot  he r agreed upon m et ri c;

• Conserva  t ion improvements impl emented i n prior year; improvemen ts 
planned for year ahead , consiste  nt with the T exas Wate  r Development Board 
municip  al parks best m a n agem ent prac  tices;

• Policy state  m e nt that an y new C ity p ark s ha  ve bee n d es ign e d to irri gat  ion 
standards establish e d by th e T exas Co  mmi ss io n on Environmental Qua  li ty; 
and

• S peci al vari a n ces needed fo r the year (wate  rin g days, new parks, turf 
re novat  ion, see  ding, e tc.).

The P lan wi ll be cons id ered and appro ve d on an annual basis wi th p revio u s year
comp liance taken i nto accou nt as part of the a ppro va l process. Al l outdoor
irrigation s ha ll be s ubject t o the drought and water e m ergency managem e nt 
response plan s adopted by th e Public Service Board .

D. From April 1st to Septembe  r 30th , all ou  td oo  r irrigation of vegetat  io n is 
prohib ited b etwee n t he hour  s of ten a .m. a nd six p.m.

E. The review board of the Pu b li c Serv  i ce Board s hall have the authority to review 
special s ituations and hard  ship cases upon app licat io n of any person in acco rdance 
w ith t he procedur es set fo rth i n Section 15.13.060 of this c hapter .

SECTION 2 . Exce pt as ex press  ly he re in amend ed, T itl e 15 Publi c Serv  ic es, of th e E l P aso C it y 
Code sha ll remai n in fu ll force and effect.

ADOPT  E D this~   day of Sepkm.l~ 2018.

(Signatures on the fo ll owing p age)
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ATTEST:

Laura D. Prine
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

- ierre 
Assistant ity Attorney
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APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

--:--: N~
Tracy J vak, Director
Parks and Recreation Department
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