
( I I Q ?...,.

ORDIN ANCE NO. ------
0 1869 8 

" ' 2I e I '-'...., •
01 I 8: 3 1

AN ORDINANC E AMENDING T ITL E 20 (ZONING), CHAPTER 20.18 (S IGN 
REGULATIONS) , ARTICLE IV (ON PREMIS E SIGN REGULATIONS), SECTION
20. 18.400 (GENERAL) TO AMEND R EGULA TIONS F-OR CHANGEAB LE
ELECTRONIC VARIABLE MESSAGE (CEVM) SIGNS, SECTION 20.10.410 (R-F, R-1 , 
R-2, R2- A, R-3 , R-3A , R-4 , R-5, RMH , PMD, and NOS districts) TO RECLASSI FY 
SCH OOL AND CHURCH S IGNS AS MONUMENT SIGNS, SECTION 20 . 18.420 (A-1 , 
A-2, A-3, A-4 , A-M , PR-I  , PR-II and SRR distric ts), AND 20.18.430 (A  -0 , A-3  / 0 
and S-D districts) TO P E RMIT MONUMENT SIGNS IN APARTMENT AND
CE  RTAIN SPEC  IA L PURPO  SE DISTRI  C TS  , AN D 20 . 18.490 (ADDITIONAL 
ON-PREMISES SIGNS) TO ALLOW FOR AWNING AND CAN  OPY SIGNS IN 
ALL OF THE C OMMER  C IAL ZONING DI  ST RI CTS

WHEREAS, T i tle 20 (Zonjng) of the E l Paso City Code, Chapter 20.18 regulates 
signage; and ,

WHEREAS, Chapter 20.18 (S ign Regulations) currently allows changeab l e electronic 
variab le message (CEVM) monument s igns i n sing l e-famil y re sidential di stricts, manufactured 
housing districts , commercial djstri cts and industrial districts, but forbids thi s type of s ign for 
those uses in apartmen t districts ; and ,

WHEREAS, canopy signs are currently only allowed in t he C-5 (Downtown 
Co mmercial) and U-P (Union Plaza) zoning districts , and not in any of the other severaJ 
commerc  ial di stricts ; and ,

WHEREAS, canopy can be w idely utilized wit hout negative impact o n surrounding 
properti es and businesses; and ,

WHEREAS  , CEVM mon ument s igns can be allowed in apartments district s with 
app ropri a te regu lations to miti gate the impact on surround ing uses; and,

WHEREAS  , property owners and businesses woul d benefit from p ermitting CEVM 
monum e nt s i gns i n apartmen t districts and awni ng and canopy sign in addi tional c ommerc  i a l 
districts othe r than C-5 (Downtown Co mmercial) and U-P (Union Pl aza); and ,

WHEREAS  , a publi c hearing regarding th e p roposed amendment was h eld b efo re the 
City Plan Commissio n, and the Commission recomme  nded ap pro val of th e amendment  ; and,

WHEREAS  , the E l Paso City Counc  il h as determined th at this amen dm e nt i s in the b est 
interest of the public and will promote the public h ea lth, safety and welfare of the City;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE C ITY OF 
EL PASO:

ORDINANC E NO.
0 18 6 98

----  - -- -16- 1 007-1 83 7 I 606 15 l _ 7
CEVM Signs
KMN Page 1 of 4



SECT  IO N 1 . T h at T itl e 20 (Zo nin g) , Ch ap ter 20. 18 (S i gn Regu la ti ons) , Articl e IV (On 
Pre mi se S ign Regu l at io ns) , Sectio n 2 0 . 18.400 (General) S ub secti o n A.9. h ( F rees tan di ng 
C hangea bl e E l ec tro n ic Vari a b le M es s a ge S i gn s) of th e El P aso C ity Cod  e b e am en de d as 
fo ll ow s:

b . A ch  an gea bl e e lectro ni c variabl e message sign mu s t b e loca ted a t l eas t o n e hundre d 
fifty fee t from th e pro p erty l in e of any a djacent re s id en t ia l o r ap artmen t us e.

SECTIO N 2. T h at Tit le 20 (Zo nin g) , Ch a p ter 20. 18 (S ig n Re gu la ti on s), Article N (On
Pr  emi  se S ign Regul a ti o ns) , Section 20. 10.4 10 (R-  F , R- 1, R -2, R-  2A , R -3 , R -3A, R -4, R- 5 , 
RMH , an  d PMD  , a nd NO S D is tri c ts ) , S ub s e cti o n C. of t he E l P aso C ity C od e b e a m e nded as
fo ll ows :

C. Mo num e nt s i gns sha ll compl y w it h th e fo ll owing requ ire me nt s:

l . Pe nnit re quired : Y es;
2 . M aximum n um ber:

a . Prop  e rti es l ess th a n four ac res in s ize: o ne s ig n per st r e e t fro nt a g e , no t to 
exceed tw o s igns per pre  m ise  ; 

b . Pro  p e rties great e r than fo ur a cres in s iz e: two s igns p e r s tre et fr ont age ;
3. M ax imum s i g n ar ea: O ne hun dre  d s qu are feet per s ign;
4 . M ax imum s i gn he ig ht: Ten fee t ;
5. Lo c a ti o n : Re  ga rd le ss o f whe re th e p ro p e rt y Lin  e is lo c at e d , no po 11io n of th e 

sig  n s h a ll be close  r th an twenty fee  t fro m a n y dr  iveway e n tran ce or fr o m th e 
bac k of th e c urb lin e, a nd i n a ll c ases the en tire s ign mu st b e e rected w i t hin 
th e pro pe rt y , a nd no po rti o n o f a s ig n s ha ll ex te nd b eyo nd the pro p e rty I ine ;

6. Illumin a ti o n : In te rn a l o r i ndi rec t ; may not be fl as hi ng o r i ntermi ttent;
7. CE  VM S igns : 

a. C EVM n ot p e rmi tted :
I . Pro p e rti es zo ne d NOS ;
2. Pro p e rt ies less th a n fou r ac res in s ize;

b . P roperties over fo u r acr es in size an d not zo n e d NO S: CEV M Limi te d to 
n o mo re th a n fift y p e r ce  nt of s ign area; he ld s ta ti c fo r no less th a n o ne 
minu te; C EVM s ha ll be tu rn  e d off fro m 9 :00 p. m . to 6: 0 0 a. m .; th e s ign
face mus t be locate  d a t least o n e hun d red fi fty feet fro m th e p ro perty l in e 
of a n y adjac  en t r es id e n t ia l o r a p artm e nt use .

8. A dditi onal s ta nd a rd s: Shall co  mpl y w i th Sec  ti o n 2 0.1 8 .400 of th e El Paso 
Ci t y Co de.

SECTIO  N 3 . T h a t T itl e 20 (Zo nin g) , C ha pt e r 20 . 18 (Si gn Re gu lations) , Articl e IV (On 
Pre mi se Sign Re gulat  io n s), Tit le 2 0.1 8 (S i gn R e gu l a ti on s), S ec tion 20  . 10 8 .42 0 ( A-1 , A -2 , A -3 , 
A-4 , A - M , PR  - I , PR  - II and S RR Dis tri c ts  ) , S ub secti on C. o f th e El P aso C ity Co de b e 
a me nded as fo ll ows:

C. Mo num e nt s i gns s ha ll co mpl y w it h th e fo ll ow  i ng req uire m e nt s:
l . Pe rmit r e quired : y es ;
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2. Maximum numbe r :

a. Properti e s le ss than fo ur acres i n s ize: one si  gn per street frontage , not to 
exceed two signs pe r premise~ 

b. Propertie  s greater than four acres in size: two s ign s per street frontage ;
3. Maximum sign a rea: o n e hundred sq uare feet per s ign ;
4. M axim um s i gn he ight: ten fee t ;
5. Lo ca tion: no p o rtion of the s ign shall be closer than fifteen feet from th e back 

of t h e cu rblin e; if the prop e 1ty lin e is located more than fifteen feet from the 
c urblin e, s ign s s halJ be erec  ted w i thin the p roperty line  , and no portion of a 
s i g n s hall extend beyon  d the property line ;

6. Illumination: internal or indirect ; may not be fla s hin g or i nt ermit ten  t ;
7. Changeab le E lec  tronic Variable Me  ss age Sign: 

a. Prop e rties less th an four acres in size: CEVM not permitted; 
b. Prop erties grea ter than fo u r acres i n s ize : CEVM lim ited to no more than fifty 

percent of s ign ar ea; he ld s ta ti c fo r no le ss than one minute  ; CEVM shall be 
turned off from 9:00 p.m . to 6:00 a.m. ; and the s ign face mu s t be loca  ted at 
least one hundred fifty feet from the property l in e of any adjacent re s idential 
o r apartment u se;

8. Additional standards: s h al l comp ly w ith Section 20. 1 8.400 of th e E l P aso C i ty 
Code.

SECTION 4. That Title 20 (Zoning) , Chapter 20. 18 (Sign Regulations) , Article IV (On 
P rem is e Sign R egu l ation s), Title 20.18 (Sign Regulations), Sect ion 20 . l 08.430 (A-0 , A-3 / 0 , 
and S- D Di s tri cts) Subsection B . of the E l Paso City Code be amended as fo ll ows:

8. Monument s ign s s hall comply with the fo ll owing requ irements :
I . P e rmit req uire d : yes;
2. M axim um number:

3.
4 .
5. 

a. Propert  i es le ss than four acre  s m s tze : one s ign per street frontage , not to 
exceed two s igns p e r p rem ise; 

b . Propert i e s greater than four acres i n size : two s igns pe  r street fro ntage ;
Maximum sign area: one h undred sq  u are feet per s ign
Maximum sign height: ten feet;
Locatio n : no port  ion of the sign sha ll be closer than fifteen feet from the back of 
the curb line ; i f th e property line is l ocated m o re than fifte e n fee t from the curb lin e, 
signs s ha ll b e e rec  te d within th e p ro p erty line  , and no portion of a s ign s hall extend 
b eyo nd the property I in e; 

6. Illumin  ation: internal o r indirect; may not be fla shin  g or intermittent; 
7. CEVM s igns sh all b e allowed by righ t for pr incipal us es i n these zoning district s but 

are not p ermitted fo r home occu pa t ions ; howe ve r uses other th an residential s h a ll be 
subject to th e fo ll owi ng:
a. Propertie  s l es s than four acre s in s iz e : CEVM not permitted ;
b. Properti es greater t han fou r acres in size: CEVM limited to no mo re than fifty 

percent of sign area ; hel d static for no less t h an o ne mi n ute ; CEVM sha  ll be 
turned off from 9 :00 p.m . to 6:00 a.m.; and th e s ign face mu  st be located at least
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one hundred fifty feet from the property li ne of any adj acent residential or 
apartme nt use.

8. A dditi o nal s ta nd a rd s: shall comply with Section 20. 18.400 of the El P aso City Code.

SECTION 5 . That Title 20 (Zoning), Chapte  r 20 . 18 (Sign Regulations), Article IV (O n 
Premise Sign R egulations) , Title 20.18 (Sign Regulations) , Section 20.180.490 (Additional On­ 
Premise Signs) Subsection B (Awning and Ca n o py S igns Sha ll Com  pl y with the Fo  llowing 
Requirements) of the El Paso City Code be amended as follows:

l. Permit required: yes ;
2. Maximum numb er: one p er awning or canopy per premise;
3. Maximum s ign area: sh a ll be included in the maximum wal l s ign area ca  lc ul at ion 

permitted for all wall signs , thirty six squa re feet or fifty percent of the awning face
area, w hi chever is less ; 

4. Maximum height: not higher than the roofline of the building to whic h the awning or 
canop y is attac h ed; 

5. Location: si gn shal l be mounted upon o r atop the associated canopy or awning  ; 
6. Illumination: interna l or indirect; m ay not be flashing or intermittent;

SECTfON 6 : Excep t as express ly herein amended, Title 20, Zoni ng, of the E l Paso City 
Code shall remain in full force and effect.

ADOPTE D THIS a1-~ dayo f ( ~\t\nfJ 20 17.

TO FORM:
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