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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 18 (BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION), CHAPTER 

18.02.107.15 (THIRD PARTY SERVICE PROVIDERS), PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSING OF THIRD 

PARTY PROVIDERS, THE PENALTY BEING AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 18.46  . 320 (VIOLATIONS ­

PENALTV) OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE

W HEREAS, the Cit  y of El Pa so implemented a pro  gra m i n 2007 to accept ce rtifi ed thir  d party 
organizations to perform pl an review and in spection services for co nst ruction project  s to insure 
t im el y servic es to permit ap plicants; and

W HEREAS, w ith the adoption of the State Energy Code the pro  gram is now expa nded t o r equ i re 
Ene rgy Code ce rtification s as a mandatory qualifi ca ti on; and

WHEREAS, the City de sire s to allow private Third Part y Com pani es to perform com plet e pl an 
r eview and in spection services; and

WHEREAS, the Third Party Providers agree to perform the se r vices in accordance wit  h licen si ng 
r equire ment  s as set forth herein;

NOW THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO :

SECTION 1. That Title 18, (Building and Construction), Chapter 18.02.107.15 (Third party

service providers) is hereby amended as follows :

18.02.107.15 - Third p arty serv ice provid e r s.

18.02.107 .15. 1 - Purpose and aut  hority.

Third party se rvice prov ide r s may cond u ct plan review and inspection se rvice s for the 
building in dustry to expedite se rv i ce d e li ve r y for commercia l or re sidential development, which 
may b e provided by differe nt en titi es or individu als and mu st be all inclusive as identified in 
Secti o n 18.02. 107. 15.3 Thi s section establishes the licensing pro ce dure and requi r e ment  s for 
qual i fi ca ti on as a thi rd party se rvice pro  vi de r. Any r e f erence in this sect ion to third part  y service 
providers sh all apply equa ll y to co mp anies an d individual  s enga ge d i n suc h se r v ices. Thi s section 
d oes not appl y to the hirin g of such com p anies b y the ci ty to pro vide se r vices r e lating to potential 
li ti  ga tion or to provi d e services ancillary to com pl iance wi  th lo ca l, st ate o r f ede ral laws. Such 
hiring shall b e don e in consu l tation with the cit y attorney and in accordance with the applicable 
requirement s of local, state or federal law .

(Ord . No . 17749, §A, 3 - 6-2012, eff. 5 -1-2 012)

18.02 . 107.1 5.2 - Procedur es for third party se rvice provider s.

The City of El Pa so operates und er the 2015 Edition of th e Inte rnati onal Building Co de s 

publi she d by the I nternational Code Cou n cil (ICC) . Th i rd party service pro  vi der  s shall b e
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licensed by the City solely on the basis of their qualification and curr  ent certification of 

inspectors and plans examiners by the International Code Council. Licenses shall be required 

for residential and co mm ercial services. Services provided by third parties shall include all 

types of plan review and inspections for residential or commercia l projects as li ce nsed by the 

City. City licen ses sha ll be r enewe d on an annual basis. Specia l inspections shall be provid ed in 

accordance and co mplian ce with Chapterl 7 of the 2015 Edition of the International Building 

Code.

(Ord. No . 17749, §A, 3-6-2012, eff. 5 - 1-2012)

18.02.107.15.3 - Qualification requirement s.

The determination of a potential third party se rvice provider's qualifications shall be based 
on th e crite ria set forth below . Th i rd party se rvi ce providers may also present other information 
which objectively demonstrates that the potential third party service provider has the capacity 
to perform plan review and inspections (except special inspections) as r equ ired under the 
provisions of this Code. Third Party Service Providers must sub mit the following:

1) Third party service provider's history identifying previous ex perien ce in conducting 
residential or commercial plan review and in spect i on services.

2) Proof of International Code Cou ncil Certification for each individual who will be 
performing plan review and/or inspections services as specified below : 

a) Residential Plan Review

1. Residential Plans Examiner and;

2. Residential Energy In spector/Plans Examiner and;

3 . Accessibility Inspector/Plans Examiner or TAS certification and;

b) Residential Inspection

1 . Residential combination inspector; or individual

2 . Building/Residential In spec tor

3. Plumbing In spector

4. Electrical In spec tor

5. Mechanical In spector

6 . Cur rent Sta te of Texas Plumb i ng Inspector License

c) Com mercia l Plan Review

1 . Building Plans Examiner

2 . Electrical Plans Examiner

3 . Mechanical Plans Examiner
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4. Plumbing Plans Examiner

5. Commercial Energy Plans Examiner or Commercial Energy Inspector/ Plans 
Examiner w/ ASHRAE 90 .

6 . Accessibility Inspector/Plans Examiner or Texas Regi stered Accessibility
Specialist (TAS} .

d) Commercial Inspections

1 . Commercial Building Inspector

2. Commercial Electrical In spector

3. Commercial Mechanical Inspector

4 . Commercial Plumbing Inspector

5. Fuel Ga s In spector

6. Med gas endorsement

7 . Commercial Energy In spector or Commercial Energy Inspector/Plans Examiner 
w/ ASHRAE 90

8 . Acces sibility Inspector/Plans Examiner or Texas Registered Acces sibility
Specialist

9 . Current State of Texa s Plumbing Inspector license

3) Staff resumes including the identification , education, certification, and continuing 
education completed for each staff member who will be performing third party services.

4) Evi dence of commercial liability, property damage liability, vehicle liability and errors 
and omi ss ions in surance cov e rage with min i mum combined bodily injury (including 
death), property damage, vehicle, and error  s and omi ss ions, limits of not les s than one 
million dollars for each occurrence, and two million dollars annual aggregate . In
addition , third party service providers mu st provide evidence of a bond as required by 
Section 18.02 .04 .7 of the El Pa so City Code .

5) Any other information in support of the third party service provider's application.

6) Third Party plumbing inspection service s shall comply with Texa s Occupations Code, 
Title 18, Chapter 1301, and the Texas State Board of Plumbing Examiners Rule s, as 
applicable and as may be amended . Pursuant to State Plumbing Code Section 1301.255 
(e), plumbing inspections must be paid directly by the City .

(Ord . No . 17749, §A, 3- 6 - 2012, eff. 5 -1- 2012)

18.02 .107 . 15.4 - Scope of services.

licensed third party service providers shall be required to provide complete site plan review, 
plan review, and inspection services for residential and commercial projects as determined by
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the city. These services must include zoning, grading, and site development review, plan review 
and inspection of private sector projects for which the building official determines that third party 
services would be appropriate.

Any agreements entered into between an approved third party service provider and the 
private sector are private contracts to which the City of El Paso is not a party.

Contractors desiring to use third party service providers for plan review/inspection services 
shall pay, at the time of permit issuance, the City established fees as set forth in Schedule C, as 
well as any plumbing inspection fees applicable.

Licenses will be renewed every three years using the same criteria identified in Section 
18.02 .107 .15 and available information from previous audits.

(Ord . No . 17749, §A, 3-6-2012, eff. 5 - 1- 2012)

18.107 .15.5 - Third party service provider audits.

Third party service providers shall be subject to the same quality review as City of El Paso 
employees performing the same service . An audit of a third party service provider's annual 
services including inspections and plan reviews may be conducted by the City to assure that 
inspections of residential and commercial developments were adequately and accurately 
performed. Third party service providers will lbe notified in writing of all audit findings with 

deficiencies .

(Ord. No. 17749, §A, 3-6 - 2012, eff. 5- 1-2012)

18.02.107.15.6 - Third party service provider audit process.

The city is authorized to conduct periodic unannounced audits of all services provided under 
this section. Site as well as plan review and inspection services may be audited . The following 
shall apply to all third party service providers:

1. Following written notice by the building official of an audit resulting in one or more 
deficiencies (failure to comply with code requirements), and for each written notice of 
deficient audit thereafter, the third party service provider shall:

a. Inform the respective builder/contractor of the specific code infraction(s) and the 
corrections required .

b. Following correction of the deficiencies, the city shall conduct a follow up plan 
review and/or inspection to assure compliance. The established fee for plan review 
and/or re-inspection shall be paid.

c. The city shall not be responsible for the cost of any corrections required and/or 
project delays.

2. Two audits with one or more deficiencies within any one hundred eighty-day period 
shall also result in:
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a. A conference with the building official and the third party service provider in an 
effort to improve the performance of the third party service provider .

b. Prior to performing any further third party services, the third party service provider 
shall be required to show evidence of process improvements, internal correction 
procedures, methods, and/or training  , and/or staff reas sig nments as appropriate to 
prevent recurrence of infraction .

3. Three audits with one or more deficiencies within any one hundred eighty-day period 
shall also result in :

a. Third party service provider being placed on probation for a period of one hundred 
eighty days.

b . Third party service provider  s that have been placed on probation more than once 
in any five-year period shall have their license for third party se rvices terminated 
and be deemed non-qualified for a two  -y ear period , in reference to subsequent 
request for qualification solicitations or license renewal or reinstatement .

4. Further audits with one or more deficiencies during the probationary period shall result 
in :

a. Suspension of third party service provider for a period of one hundred eighty days .

5. A third party service provider suspended pursuant to this section may appea l the
building official's deci sion to the Cons truction Board of Appeals, pursuant to Chapter 2.30 
and Chapter 18.380 of the City Code.

(Ord. No. 17749, §A, 3 - 6-2 012, eff. 5 - 1-2 012)

18.02 .107. 15 .7 - Third Party Service Provider License Fee s

App licants shall pay at the t i me of app lication or renewa l a fee as set forth in Schedu le C 
as adopted by the El Paso City Council.

SECTION 2. Th a t excep t a s herein amended  , Title 18, ( Building and Construction) ,
C hapt e r 18.02. l 07.15 (Third party se rvic e providers) of the El Paso City Code s hall remain in full 
force and effect.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 6l:rt"' day of~J~Vt_Yl_(.;___ _,, 2017.
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THE CITY OF EL PASO

~~J
ATTEST:

APPROVED AS TO FORM: APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

'
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