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ORDINANCE 1083B 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING LINCOLN MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 10.80 REGARDING THE 
OPERATION OF GOLF CARTS AND FURTHER FINDING THE ORDINANCE IS EXEMPT FROM 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW UNDER THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 6 of Division 2.5 of the Streets and Highways Code, 

commencing with Section 1950, the City of Lincoln is authorized to establish a golf cart 
transportation plan for purposes of expanding the use of golf carts on public streets within 
the specific golf cart transportation plan area; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of this legislation and the City of Lincoln that the Lincoln 

Golf Cart Transportation Plan (also known as the Twelve Bridges Golf Cart Transportation 
Plan) be designed and developed to best serve the functional travel needs of residents of 
the specific plan area; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Lincoln is authorized to implement a golf cart transportation 

program that establishes golf cart lanes, adopts design and safety standards for golf carts, 
and establishes licensing and financial requirements for golf cart drivers for golf cart use 
within the specific plan area; and 

 
WHEREAS, the use of golf carts within the City has become an important and integral 

part of the Lincoln community. 
 

 NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN does ordain as 
follows: 
 
Section 1.    Incorporation of Recitals.  The City Council hereby incorporates by reference 
the recitals set forth above. 
 
Section 2.  CEQA Analysis.  This Ordinance is not subject to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (“CEQA”), as codified at Public Resources Code §§ 21000, et seq., and as further 
governed by 14 California Code of Regulations §§ 15000, et seq., because it is not a project 
as contemplated by 14 C.C.R. § 15378.  Even if this Ordinance were subject to CEQA, the 
City Council finds this Ordinance exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to 14 
C.C.R. § 15061(b)(3), because there is no possibility it will have a significant effect on the 
environment. 
 
Section 3.  Severability.  If any section, sub-section, sentence, clause, phrase or portion 
of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of 
any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of the Ordinance. City Council hereby declares that it would have 
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adopted the Ordinance and each section, sub-section, sentence, clause, phrase or portion 
thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, sub-sections, sentences, 
clauses, phrases or portions to be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
Section 4.  Publication.  Within fifteen days of passage of this Ordinance, the City Clerk 
shall cause the full text of the Ordinance, with the names of those City Councilmembers 
voting for and against the Ordinance, to be published in the Lincoln News Messenger. In lieu 
of publishing the full text of the Ordinance, the City Clerk, if so directed by the City Attorney 
and within fifteen days, shall cause a summary of the Ordinance, prepared by the City 
Attorney and with the names of the City Councilmembers voting for and against the 
Ordinance, to be published in the Lincoln News Messenger, and shall post in the office of 
the City Clerk a certified copy of the City Councilmembers voting for and against the 
Ordinance. The publication of a summary of the Ordinance in lieu of the full text of the 
Ordinance is authorized only where the requirements of Government Code § 36933(c)(1) are 
met. 
 
Section 5.  Enactment.  Lincoln Municipal Code Chapter 10.80 is hereby enacted as 
follows: 
 

CHAPTER 10.80 
OPERATION OF GOLF CARTS 

 
§ 10.80.010. Purpose and intent. 

Pursuant to Chapter 6 of Division 2.5 of the Streets and Highways Code, 
commencing with Section 1950, the City of Lincoln is authorized to 
establish a golf cart transportation plan for purposes of expanding the use 
of golf carts on public streets within the specific golf cart transportation 
plan area. It is the intent of this legislation and the City of Lincoln that the 
Lincoln Golf Cart Transportation Plan (also known as the Twelve Bridges 
Golf Cart Transportation Plan) be designed and developed to best serve 
the functional travel needs of residents of the specific plan area. 

It is the further intent of the legislation to authorize the City of Lincoln to 
implement a golf cart transportation program that establishes golf cart 
lanes, adopts design and safety standards for golf carts, and establishes 
licensing and financial requirements for golf cart drivers for golf cart use 
within the specific plan area. 
 
§ 10.80.100. Golf cart transportation plan adoption and requirements. 

The City may adopt by resolution a golf cart transportation plan as allowed 
by Streets and Highways Code Section 1953, or any subsequent 
amendments thereto. Any such plan shall, as a minimum, comply with all 
requirements as set forth in Streets and Highways Code Sections 1955, 
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1957 and 1961, as may be amended from time to time. 
 
§ 10.80.110. Police chief authority—City permit process. 

The Lincoln police department shall have the authority to establish 
procedures as necessary for the inspection, permitting and licensing of 
golf carts and their operators within the specific plan area. Such 
procedures shall be set forth in the Lincoln Golf Cart Transportation Plan, 
as same may be amended from time to time. 
 
§ 10.80.120. Modification to golf cart transportation plan. 

Any revision or modification to the Lincoln Golf Cart Transportation Plan 
shall be made by resolution by the City Council. 
 

§ 10.80.130. Golf cart operator safety criteria. 

A. The City Council finds that golf cart operator safety criteria for golf 
cart use on golf cart lanes have been established by the Lincoln police 
department.  

B. The following safety criteria for operators are the minimum 
criteria set and adopted by the City Council: 

  1. A golf cart operator must (a) have a valid driver's license 
issued by the state of California or an acceptable foreign jurisdiction. 
 
 2. Golf cart operators must comply with the financial 
responsibility requirements of Vehicle Code Section 16020 et seq., as 
may be amended from time to time. 
 
 3. Golf cart operators must maintain their golf cart(s) in a 
safe condition and ensure that an unobstructed view to the rear is 
maintained at all times the cart is in operation on public streets. 
 
 4. A maximum of two persons may ride in the golf cart at any 
time and may only ride in the main passenger compartment equipped 
with safety belts. The driver and passenger must wear safety belts at all 
times when the golf cart is being operated on public streets. 
 
 5. Except as otherwise provided by law, golf cart operators: 
 
  a. Must have a valid City golf cart permit for 
operation on public streets; 
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  b. May only travel on residential or business district 
streets with speed limits of twenty-five (25) miles per hour or less; 
 
  c. May not travel on or along streets with speed limits 
in excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour except on designated golf cart 
routes; and 
 
  d. May not travel on, along or across state highways, 
except to cross at controlled intersections as designated in the golf cart 
transportation plan and indicated on the golf cart route map. 
 
 6. Golf cart permits issued by the City are valid only within, 
and designated golf cart routes do not extend beyond, the geographic 
boundaries of the City and authorized golf cart transportation plan. 
Possession of a valid City golf cart permit does not authorize travel on or 
along public streets outside the geographic boundaries of the City or golf 
cart transportation plan. 
 
10.80.140. City permit process. 

A golf cart permit process has been established by the City Council. 
Permitted golf carts must meet the minimum golf cart design criteria. 
Permitted golf cart operators must meet the minimum golf cart operator 
safety criteria. In addition, the City establishes the following process for 
permitting golf carts: 

A. An inspection completed by the City; 

B. A permit decal demonstrating proof of compliance. The decal 
shall be visibly posted on the left rear fender of the permitted golf cart; 

C. The collection of a permit fee as set forth in the Master Fee 
Schedule, which is valid through the end of the year indicated on the 
permit, which shall allow the City to recover a portion of the cost of 
inspection, enforcement and golf cart lane plan maintenance; and 

D. City shall develop educational and informational material 
describing the requirements of the City golf cart transportation program. 
 
§ 10.80.150. Enforcement. 

The City Council finds and determines the City shall provide law 
enforcement for the operation of golf carts within the specific plan area, 
to enforce the rules and regulations established hereunder and under the 
Lincoln Golf Cart Transportation Plan, and to enforce the Streets and 
Highways Code (Chapter 5, Division 25, Sections 1930 through 1937), and 
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Section 21716 of the California Vehicle Code, as may be amended from 
time to time. Any person operating a golf cart in violation of the above-
referenced laws, this chapter, or the Lincoln Golf Cart Transportation Plan 
is guilty of an infraction and subject to fine of not less than $100. 

INTRODUCED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Lincoln held on 
the 12th day of November, 2025, by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers: Andreatta, Brown, Joiner, Karleskint 
NOES:  Councilmembers: NONE 
ABSENT: Councilmembers: NONE 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers: NONE 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Lincoln 
held on 10th day of December, 2025, by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers: Andreatta, Brown, Eklund, Pearl, Reedy 
NOES:  Councilmembers: NONE 
ABSENT: Councilmembers: NONE 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers: NONE 

Holly Andreatta, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Hope Ithurburn, Interim City Clerk 


