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ORDINANCE
OF
JERSEY CITY, N.J.

COUNCIL AS A WHOLE
offered and moved adoption of the following ordinance:

CITY ORDINANCE /8- 047

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 3 (ADMINISTRATION OF
GOVERNMENT), ARTICLE X (DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
& COMMERCE), § 3-74, § 3-78, AND § 3-82.2 OF THE JERSEY CiTY MUNICIPAL CODE

THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY DOES ORDAIN:

WHEREAS, the past two decades have witnessed a sharp increase in housing costs, both for
the construction of new housing and the rehabilitation of existing housing; and

WHEREAS, this increase in housing costs has resulted in both an increase in rents and
tightening of the rental market; and

WHEREAS, these changing economic conditions have required the City of Jersey City to
devote increasing financial and staff resources to the creation and preservation of
affordable homes and rental housing within the City; and

WHEREAS, because of these expanding needs of Jersey City residents, the Mayor and
Council have concluded that residents can be better served by the creation of a new
Division of Housing Preservation under a single director, which will be responsible for the
preservation of existing housing and the construction of new housing, the regulation of
rents and assistance to tenants and landlords.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey City
that:

A. The following amendments and supplements to CHAPTER 3 [Administration of
Government), Article X (Department Of Housing, Economic Development & Commerce),
§ 3-74,§ 3-78 and §3-82.2 are hereby adopted:

§3.74.- Organiiaﬁon of DPepartment.

Within the Department of Housing, Economic Development and Commerce, there shall be
the following divisions, offices, bureans, and boards:

A, Division of Economic Development.
B. Division of Construction Code Official.
(1) Bureau of Plumbing Subcode Official.
(2} Bureau of Electrical Subcode Gfficial,
{3) Bureau of Building Subcode Official.
C. Division [efTenant/andlerd Relatiens: |Housing Preservation,
(1) RenthevelingBoard: Office of Housing Code Enforcement
{2} Office of RentLeveling Landlord /Tenant Relations.
[2) Bureau of Rent Leveling
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{b) Rent Leveling Board
H23)—Burean-of TenantAssistanee]

Division of Community Development.

o

Division of City Planning.

(1) Urban Research and Design.
(2) Planning Board,

F. Division of the Zoning Officer.

G. Division of Commerce.

§ 3-75 - Division of Consiruction Code Official - No change
§ 3-76 - Division of Economic Development - No change
§ 3-77 - (Reserved) - No change

§ 3-78. - Division-of Tepant/Landlord Relations-Division of Houpsing Preseryation,

A. Creation of the Division of Housing Preservation; Fenant/Landlerdrelafiens; Director
of Housing Preservation Terant/tandlerd Relations in charge. There is hereby created
within the Department of Housing, Economic Development and Commerce the Division
of Housing Preservation, Tenant/lLandiordRelations, the head of which shall be the
Director of Housing Preservation. RestRegulation Officer.

B. Division of Housing Preservation Tenpant/landlord Relatiens; functions. Under the
supervision of the Director of Housing Preservation Heusing-Econemic Development
and-Commeree, the Division of Houging Preservation FTenantflandlerd Relations shall

administer the following:

{1) Through the Buyreap Office of Housing Code Enforcement, administer and
enforce the Property Maintenance Code Chanter 254 and ordinances which
relate to housing and neighborhoods as may be assigned to it _for

administration.

(2) Throush the Buresy-of Rent Levaling Office of Lapdlord /Tenant Relations,
adiminister, and enforce the Rent Control Ordinance Chapter 260: provide
education, information _and referrals to city residents in connection with

andlord /Tenant related issues: provide appropriate personnel to atfend all

meetings of the Rent Leveling Board: and assist the Rent Leveling Board in its

duties,




§ 3-79. - Division of Community Development - No change
§ 3-80. - Division of City Planning -~ No change

§ 3-81. - Division of the Zoning Officer - No change

§ 3-82. - (Reserved) - No change

§ 3-82.1. - Division of Commerce - No change
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B. All ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

C The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the official
copies of the Jersey City Code.

b. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner as provided by law.

E. The City Clerk and the Corporation Counsel may change any chapter numbers,
article numbers and sectjon numbers if codification of this ordinance reveals a
conflict between those numbers and the existing code, in order to avoid confusmn
and possible accidental repealers of existing provisions.

Note: All new material is underlined; words in [braekets] are omitted.
For purposes of advertising only, new matter is boldface and

repealed matter by italics.
NS/85/mma
8/8/2018
APPROVED AS.TO LEGAL FORM APPROVED: +/
ey APPROVED: I
- [ Corporafion Counsel Business Administrator

Certification Required [
Not Required O




ORDINANCE FACT SHEET —
This summary sheet is to be attached to the front of any resolution that is submitted for Council consideration.
Incomplete or vague fact sheets will be returned with the resolution.

Full Title of Ordinance/Resolution

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 3 (ADMINISTRATION OF
GOVERNMENT), ARTICLE X (DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT &
COMMERCE), § 3-74, § 3-78 AND § 3-82.2 OF THE JERSEY CITY MUNICIPAL CODE

Initiator
Department/Division HEDC/Division of Housing Preservation
Name/Title Dinah Hendon, Esq. Director of Housing Preservation
Phonefemail 201-547-4637 DlHendon{@jcni.org

Note: Initiator must be available by phone during agenda meeting (Wednesday prior to council meeting @ 4:00 p.m.)

Ordinance Purpose

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 3 (ADMINISTRATION OF
GOVERNMENT), ARTICLE X (DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT &
COMMERCE), § 3-74, § 3-78 AND § 3-82.2 OF THE JERSEY CITY MUNICIPAL COBE

's at all €]

2\ fa;j prggenied herein are accurate.

Signatpive of Depal nentDirector Date




Department of Housing, Economic Development & Commerce

Division of Housing Code Enforcement / Division of Tenant/L.andlord Relations

Date: BAugust 8, 2018
To: Council President Lavarro and Municipal Council
From: Dinah E. Hendon, Esq.

Subject: Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 3
{Administration of Government), Article X (Department of
Housing, Economic Development & Commerce), Article 3 § 3-74, §
3-78, and § 3-82.2 of the Jersey City Municipal Code

The purpose of the Amendment and Supplement to Chapter 3 of the
Jersey City Municipal Code is to create the Division of Housing Preservation
{the “Division”}, which Division will be responsible for enforcing Chapters of the
Municipal Code that affect the lives of residents literally where they live, the
Property Maintenance Code (Chapter 254} and the Rent Control Ordinance
(Chapter 260). Under the current Code structure, two Divisions, the Division of
Housing Code Enforcement and the Division of Tenant/Landlord Relations are
responsible for enforcing these Chapters. The proposed restructuring will
provide for the work of these two divisions through the Office of Housing Code
Enforcement, the Office of Landlord/Tenant Relations (the “Offices”) and,
within the Office of Landlord/Tenant Relations the Bureau of Rent Leveling and
the Rent Leveling Board.

The proposed restructuring will provide the residents of Jersey City with
immediate as well as long-term benefits. Residents who have issues with their
landlords are often uncertain about which division to call for assistance. With
one central telephone number for the Division, residents’ inquiries and
complaints will be easily forwarded to personnel best able to assist. This
streamlining of initial telephone contact for our constituents will alleviate much
of the frustration experienced under the current structure. For example,
currently a call mistakenly placed to Tenant/Landlord Relations involving a
potential Housing Code violation, has to be placed on hold while the intake
person at Tenant/Landlord Relations, calls Housing Code Enforcement. In the
best case, the call is then transferred to Housing Code Enforcement.
Unfortunately, this does not always happen and such a caller is routinely given
the telephone number for Housing Code Enforcement and told to call back
him/herself. In either case, the caller has to repeat the issue and assistance is




delayed unnecessarily. With one new Division, personnel will quickly learn the
roles of all staff and will be able to forward calls to the appropriate staff
member. This same streamlining will also improve response time to issues
coming into the Division through SeeClickFix.

In addition, the work of Housing Code Enforcement and
Tenant/Landlord Relations often affects the same tenants, landlords, and
property. In many cases, tenants complaining about illegal rents are living in
substandard buildings where there are Housing Code violations. In other
circumstances, a complaint by a tenant of a Housing Code violation leads to
retaliatory conduct constituting a violation of the Rent Control Ordinance
which provides penalties for harassment by landlords. The Division’s staff,
Housing Code inspectors along with case workers in the Office of
Landlord/Tenant Relations, will be able to coordinate with the Municipal
Prosecutor to ensure complete and speedy prosecutions of all Code violations.

The Division of Housing Preservation will be moving to a one-story
building, formerly a retail building, on Martin Luther King Drive, south west of
the City Hall Annex at One Jackson Square. This move will accomplish several
important goals. With large storefront windows, residents will soon learn that
the Division is housed near the Annex and that walk-ins are welcome and
easily accommodated. A trained receptionist will be able to make proper
referrals to personnel within the Division.

Additionally, with the staff of both Offices working from workstations in
one large office, if a constituent is meeting with a staff member from one Office
and an issue arises that falls under the enforcement power of the other Office,
staff from the latter Office will be called into the meeting immediately without
the constituent having to return for a separate meeting.

In very short order, the Division will become a cohesive agency. Once the
Division is under one roof, the personnel will learn firsthand the types of
matters that each Office handles. When personnel work in the same space,
they naturally share information about their work. This easy flow of
information within the Division, from one Office to the other, can only serve to
help in addressing the often critical issues facing the City’s constituents.




Ordinance of the City of Jersey City, N.J.

ORDINANCE NG. Ord. 18-097

TITLE: T 3EAUGTS 018 4B SEP {2 2018
An ordinance amending and supplementing Chapter 3 (Administration of
Government), Article X (Department of Housing, Economic Development &
Commerce), § 3-74, § 3-78 and § 3-82.2 of the Jersey City Municipal Code.
RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON INTRODUCTION AG 15 25U
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Councilperson__ S eee@atgns moved, seconded by Councilperson_wWATTERMAN to close P.H.
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RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS, IF ANY

Councliperson

moved to amend® Ordinance, seconded by Councilperson &adopted

COUNCILPERSON AYE | NAY | N.V. 3|COUNCILPERSON AYE [NAY | NV. [[COUNCILPERSON AYE [ NAY | NV,

RIDLEY YUN RIVERA

PRINZ-AREY SOLOMCN WATTERMAN

BOGGIANO ROBINSON |LAVARRO, PRES,

RECORD OF FINAL COUNCIL VOTE Crp 19 208 §-O
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PRINZ-AREY v/ SOLOMON v WATTERMAN .

BOGGIANO a/ ROBINSON 44 S EAT LAVARRQ, PRES. v

v’ Indicates Vole .Y.--Nct Voling {Abstain)
Adopted on first reading ofthe Council of Jersey City, N.J.on AUG 1 5 zﬂia
Adopted on second and final reading after hearing on SEP 1 2 zma
This is to cerilfy that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by _ APPROVED:
the Municipal Councll at its meeting on SEP 1 2 zmg

p e s it
§ L /é)djﬂn-i_ Roiand; R. Lavarro, Jr., Council President
Robert BYrne, City Clerk Date SEP 1 2 2913

*Amendment(s):

.“-);""’”_ Steven M. Fulop, Mayor
SEP T4 2018

SEP 13 2018

Date

DatetoMayor,




