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ORDINANCE
OF

JERSEY CITY, N.J.

COUNCIL AS A WHOLE 
offered and moved adoption of the following ordinance:

CITY ORDINANCE 18 -0 7 5

TITLE:

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 134 OF THE JERSEY CITY CODE (CONTRACTORS) 
(AMENDED AS CONTRACTORS AND PERMIT PROCESSORS) REQUIRING THAT PERMIT 
PROCESSORS ACTING ON BEHALF OF OWNIERS ALSO REGISTER WITH THE CITY AND 
AMENDING CHAPTER 134 TO REMOVE CERTAIN LANGUAGE REGARDING THE 
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS

§134-1.-

§134-2.­
A. 

B. 

CHAPTER134

CONTRACTORS AND PERMIT PROCESSORS
Findings; purpose. 
The Municipal Council finds that there are persons and companies engaged
in the building contracting business in the City of Jersey City who lack the
resources, skill, equipment and integrity to competently perform the work
for which they are engaged. The purpose of this chapter is to [j3l'evl<le
reasonahle stamlarEls and gHiElel!nes for the sHpervision anEl regHlatioH of
bl:l:ildiBg een-traeters] collect the necessary information for those engaging
the services of a contractor or· permit processor and to require those 
processing building and construction permits to register with the City to 
assure that only [floRest aaEl f!HaJ:iFicG:] registered persons are allowed to 
perform building contracting services and permit processing services in the 
City of Jersey City. The consumer utilizing these services should be made 
aware that the people that they are hiring are properly registered with the
City.

Definitions and word usage.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their 
derivations shall have the definitions given in this section. When not 
inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense include the 
future tense, words in the plural include the singular number and words in 
the singular include the plural. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not 
merely directory.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings 
indicated: 

AGENT - a person authorized to act in a legal capacity on behalf of an owner.

[JlOl>RD Constrnetioa lloffi'El of.'.ppeals.]

BUILDING CONTRACTOR or CONTRACTOR - Any person engaged in the
constructing, erecting, reconstructing 1 altering 1 converting 1 demolishing, 
removing or repairing a building or structure of any kind or installing any 
improvement of any kind upon such a building or structure. The term 
"building contractor" or "contractor" also includes any person engaged in the 
business of excavating 1 paving 1 altering, grading, landscaping the land or 
installing any facility or appurtenance in, on or above the ground.
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§134-3.­
A.

B.

C.

D.

§134-4.­
A.

BUSINESS - Every occupation, profession, establishment and every other 
activity together with all the devices, machines, vehicles and appurtenances 
used therein, any of which are conducted for private profit or benefit, either 
directly or indirectly on any premises in this city.

CITY -The City of)ersey City.

CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL - The official of the City of jersey City authorized 
to enforce the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code.

LICENCED PROFESSIONAL - Persons licensed and regulated by the State of 
New jersey.

PERSON - Any individual person, partnership, joint venture, association or 
corporation.

PERMIT PROCESSOR - Any person not listed on the Construction Permit 
Application (CP-1) as an ovvner Contractor. Licensed Professional or Agent 
who is engaged in the business of submitting. completing processing and /or 
filing of any construction renovation or demolition permit application on 
behalf of an Owner or Contractor. A Permit Processor may not ovm. lease. 
sublease or otherwise hold an interest in any property or contracting 
company that the Permit Processor has been retained to work on or vv:ith nor 
may a Permit Processor represent any Ovvner or Contractor in a legal 
capacity as an Agent unless the Permit Processor has submitted a Power of 
Attorney giving his/her such authority and placed such Power of Attorney on 
file with the City. 
OWNER- the owner in fee of the lot. piece or parcel of land and any building 
thereon. located within the City of Jersey City. which is the subject of 
business before the City.
Registration required.
No person shall engage in the business of a [!milaiag] &[C]ontractor or work 
as a Permit Processor in the City of Jersey City vvithout first having registered 
with the Construction Official as provided in this chapter. Registration shall 
not constitute an endorsement of the competence, financial ability or 
business practices of the €[C]ontractor or Permit Processor.

A registered [auilaiag] &[C]ontractor or Permit Processor may not delegate 
or assign to any other person or entity the right to conduct business in the 
City of jersey City.

A single act or transaction shall constitute engaging in the business of
building contracting within the meaning of this chapter.

[Perseas lieensea aaa regulates by the State af New jersey saek as eleetrieal,
plumBiag ana flame FepaiF GBfltFaeters] Licensed Professionals are exempted 
from the requirements of this chapter; provided, however, that such state 
licensees shall provide the Construction Official with their applicable license 
number and proof of a valid New Jersey license.

Registration application.
Every [aailcling] &[C]ontractor and Permit Processor required to register 
under this chapter shall provide the following information in writing, under 
oath, to the Construction Official:

(1) Name and address.

(2) If the &[C]ontractor or Permit Processor is a partnership or business
association, the name and address of every member.

(3) If a corporation, the names and addresses of each officer and director.

(4) The address from which business is to be conducted.

B. If the &[C]ontractor or Permit Processor is a natural person, the registration 
form shall be signed and sworn to by the &[C]ontractor or Permit Processor: 
if a partnership or other business association, it shall be signed and S"\rVorn to
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§134·5.­
A.

B.

§134·6.-

[§134 6.

'u:.

Jl.

c.

[§134 7.

'l .G

ll.

c.

by all natural persons comprising such partnership or business association; if 
the €[C]ontractor or Permit Processor is a corporation 1 the registration form 
shall be signed and sworn.to by the president and secretary.

Registration fee; expiration.
Each [bHilaiag] E[C]ontractor and Permit Processor shall pay to the
Construction Official a registration fee as provided in Chapter 160, Fees and
Charges, at the time of registration and annually thereafter upon renewal of
registration.

All registrations shall expire one year from the date of issuance [oo
December 31* ef each year. Ne abatement in the ameunt ef the registratien
fee shall !Je raaae furn periea efless tlJaH BHe (1) year.]

Permit Processor Disclosure & Authorization Form. 
In addition to Registration under this Chapter. Permit Processors shall be 
required to submit a Disclosure & Authorization Form. promulgated by the 
Office of the Construction Code Official and executed by the Owner or 
Contractor who has retained the Permit Processor to all Departments offices 
and or agencies of the City with whom the Permit Processor conducts 
business. The Form shall include the name address. telephone number and 
pertinent professional licensure information (if any) and shall be completed 
for each project for which the Permit Processor has been retained.
lluil<liag Ceatraetars, lleml requlre<I. 

l!l aaaitiSR to the registratien fee required lll'lGOF § 134 a, each lillHilaiHg
cCentracter sh.all, as a conditien ef deiRg EB-siness, enter iate a sttret:y bend
ia fa.var ef the city er the city aaa all perssas with wllsH1 the eCeatraeter 
shall ae liusiaess '."Athin the city. The sHrety lieml shall be eeaElitieaeEl en the 
faithfHI perfurmanee ef the pre•'4sieas ef this chapter. The surety !Jeaa shaJl
be c1reeHte8 By a SlolFcty cem13aRy aHtkeFized ta de bHsiacss iB tRe State ef
New jersey. The term ef the lieaa shall be eseifl:easive v'4th the term ef the 
registratiell all<l shall lie renev"ea annHally. The bella shaJl lie filed with the
CoRsIT1:1ctien Official befere a bBuilEling eGentractor dees bH:siaess in Jersey
Gity.

The ameHllt ef the sH£ety lieaa which shall lie furnishea shaJI lie fifteea 
theHsaaa aellars ($15,GGG.) fer all these perseas re~Hirea te register H!laer § 
134 3 efthis el!ajlter.

f,ffj person aggrieved sr aamagea threHgh the fa.i!Hre sf an
ebligerfbJlHilaing eCentraeter te perferm the aHties preseribea fer bllHilaiag 
eCeatraeter by this chapter sr by the IS'A'S sf the State sf New jersey may file
a claim and/er institH:te a la-rNsuit against the surety beFJ:El: reEJ:uireEl by tkis
chapter. If the lleaa is writtea in faver sf the city only, the persea aggrie>1ed
er tlamageEl shall Rave tfle rig.fit to File a elaim anH/eF instit1:1te a lav:suit
agaiast the surety beaa re~Hirea by this chapter pursuant te the ElsetriHe sf 
subregatien upsll a fiaaing by the Beare that the cCeatracter vielatea eae 
(1) er mere ef tlie greuHEls listed ia § 13 4 flA(l) tlireugh (9J lielew. Suell 
fiaaiag shall have beea made liy the Beare after heariag eeaaucted pursHaat
te§B4 7.]

Charges; hearings.

The CenstrHctien Official er any aggrieves. persen may prefer eharges against
any llHildiag eeatraeter. The el!arges shall Ile ia writiag aaa shall Ile sworn ts 
lly the person malaHg sHch charges. Said charges shall lie filed ':Ath the lleara
rA':ithin enc (1) year eftfle act er emissiaR giving rise te sHch grievance.

!Al charges, HBless aismissea lly the lleara as 1mfem1Elea Sf trivial, shaJI Ile
heara by the Beard.

:Netice of the hearing anEl a statement of the cflarges sfta:ll be serveEi UflBR the
ceatraeter He less thaa teH [lGJ days prier to the Elate sf tlie heariag. Hetiee 
shall Ile ser·:eEl by registered er eertifiea mail seHt ts the eeatracter ts the
aEl.Eiress iRdicated OR the registFatien ef the centi:aeter.
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D. 

[§134 8. 

t;.

B. 

[§134 1()

The ceatracter shall have the right te appear perssaally aaa by 881!Bsel ts 
cross eJramiae ·.v-itaesses 3f1f1eaFiRg against Rim SF her and Ee preseat 
er;iElence anEl 1Mtnesses in Ris er Rer STNfl Elefunse.]

Gmmuls for dellaffileBt. 

The CeRstractiefl BearEl sf };-f313eals may Elebar aB=;Y l31:1i1Eling eeRi:racter frem
a sing bl!Siaess in the City sfjersey City if it fines that the ceatractsr has:

(1) llemsastratea a !aek sf esmpeteaee maaifestly iacensistent
\Nitli reteFH:ien ef a huilEliHg centraeter's registratieH.

(2) llagagea ia frmiai;leat b!lsiaess activities er in misleaaiag
advertising 13ractices. 

(d) CemmitteEl aa act sf g:ress HegligeHce er eeaS.eneEl saeR an ast 
By aH emfJleyee sf a registFaRt.

(4) Failed ts adeq1Iatel)' aml preperly Sllpewise empleyees i"
cempliance v:ith reeegFJ:i:neS. safet 0 y staHElards. 

CS) Failed te secare insfJestien ef eenstraetion By a Constractien
Official er "1bcsae Official sr their designees. 

(6) 'A'illfully failea ts csmply with aey valid eraer ef the 
Genstrnctien Official er sf aey Si;bceae Official.

(7) Gemffiittea three (3) er mere vislatiens sf the State Uaiferm
ConstrH:ctiea CoEle, vAlicR resHlteG in csmrictisRs ia a eeart of 
eamfJeteRt jurisElictien.

(8) Breached aay ceatract eaterea iate with any perssn in this city
pursHant to tfle registrant's Business.

(9) Failea ts eemplete •BJ" ceatract ia this eity er failed te as the
rA'OFk parsuant ta sHcR a centraet iH a ·Norkm.anlike maaner.

The periea ef aebarmeat shall be aeterminea by the Geastrlletiea Beard sf 
l.ppeals. Ne Bllilfliag eeatracl;er wl!e has eeea ElebaFFea frem aeing bllsiaess 
shall be permitted ts els b!lsiaess l!Rtil tbe €8Htractor has aemenstratea that 
the grounEls fur 8.eBarment aFe aa longer a13plicahle.]

Right ffi hearing. 

We bllilaiag eoatraeter may be aebaf'l'ed frem aeing basiaess iR the City sf 
Jersey City fer aey periea withellt a heariag eefere the Coastrl!Etien lleare! sf 
/ltJl'eals.]

l\ll huilt=ling eontracter shall execH:te and deliver te tke Co:nstructien Official a
pewer sf atteraey wll.eFeby the Ceastmetioa Official shall be appeiated the
lav.cfal atter:ney in fact ef the cantraEtor fer the purpese of reeeiving an8. 
aclffio't.o:leEig:iHg service efanypFecess eHt eta ceH:rt efcempcteRtjH:risEijctien 
ta be served BflBn said soRtracter in cennectien 1N:itfl aR3r BH:siness
a!ltheri•ea by this ehapter. The pewer sf attorney shall eeatain the name aad 
aa<lress sf the persea a!ltheri•ea 8y the eeatracter te reeeive, BR behalf of 
the ceatraeter, aey Sl!Eh preeess frem tJie Ceastmctiea Offieial. The lia!Jility
efthe Ce:nstruetie:n Official as ts aetifica-tio:n ta the ceatracter ofaay precess
servlee llpea that effiee shall be limited ts ferware!ing the dernments ts the 
adaress fllmished by the ceatracter.]

[§134 11. f.meml.ee!llen<I. 

Preseatly registerea bllil<ling eeatraclors shall have siirty (69) days frem the
effective Elate ef this amendmea.t to el3tain a ReT.v or amendeEl surety Bend
'Nhiel:! eemplies with this chapteF.] 

§134-[~Jz.- Changes ofaddress.
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All registered [liaildiagj €[C]ontractors and Permit Processors shall promptly 
notify the Construction Official of any change of address by completing a new 
registration form. [required ia §§ 13 4 4 aad 13 4 10.]

§134-[g]I.!,- Violations and penalties.
A person or corporation, including an officer, director or employee of a 
corporation who engages in the business of a bH:ilding €[C]ontractor or a 
Permit Processor. or solicits or attempts to solicit business as a [bailding 
€[C]ontractor or a Permit Processor without first having registered er v.i:hile 
Sl:lEh registration is Fffireked er s1:1speHded; er engages iR the basiRess ef a 
heme repair coRtracter er selicits er attempts te selieit bash-1ess as a heme 
repair eentraeter r.•ritlie1:1t first ha-v:ing registered r.vith the CenstFHCtiOH 
GffiEialJ shall be liable to a penalty as provided in Chapter 1, General 
Provisions,§ 1-25, and shall be guilty of a separate offense for each day that 
he or she engages in any act in violation of this section.

§134-142,.- Compliance with other provisions.
The possession of a registration under this chapter shall not exempt a
[lmildiag] €[C]ontractor or a Permit Processor from any state or local Jaw
regulating, or pertaining to, building construction.

§1344&10.- (Reserved) 
§134-11.- Pre-application conference. 

Contractors and Permit Processors may request to meet with the
Construction Code Official or his or her representative(sJ prior to anv nermit 
application. Attendees at the pre-application conferences shall complete 
attendance forms as required by the City and attendance shal1 be limited to 
City staff and the Contractor(s) and/or Permit Processor(s) who requested
the conference. Representatives from the Office of the Construction Code 
Official reserve the right to reguire a subsequent conference to discuss 
matters related to a permit at any time.

A. All ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistent herevvith are hereby repealed.

B. The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the official 
copies of the jersey City Code.

C. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner as provided by Jaw.

D. The City Clerk and the Corporation Counsel may change any chapter numbers, 
article numbers and section numbers if codification of this ordinance reveals a 
conflict between those numbers and the existing code, in order to avoid confusion 
and possible accidental repealers of existing provisions. 

Note: All new material is underlined: words in [Eraekets] are omitted. 
For purposes of advertising only, new matter is boldface and 
repealed matter by italics, 

BD/mma/lm 
06/19/18

Certification Required D

Not Required D
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RESOLUTION FACT SHEET;_ NON-CONTRACTUAL
. This summary sheet is to be attached to the :front of any resolution that is submitted for Council consideration. 
Incomplete or vague fact sheets will be returned with the resolution.

Full Title of Ordinance/Resolution

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 134 OF THE JERSEY CITY CODE (CONTRACTORS) (AMENDED 
AS CONTRACTORS AND PERMIT PROCESSORS) REQUIRING THAT PERMIT PROCESSORS ACTING 
ON BEHALF OF OWNERS ALSO REGISTER WITH THE CITY AND AMENDING CHAPTER 134 TO 
REMOVE CERTAIN LANGUAGE REGARDING THE CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS

Initiator
Department/Division Housing Economic Development & Comn\erce

Name/Title Raymond Meyer Construction Code Official

Phone/email (201) 547-4988 RaymondM@jcni.org. . ..
Note: lmtiator must be ava!lable by phone durmg agenda meetmg (Wednesday pnor to councll meetmg @ 4:00 p.m.)

Resolution Purpose

Due to the requirements of the State of NJ to license home improvement contractors the revision to this 
ordinance removes items such as bonding and the Board of Appeals as a means to recoup monies that may 
have been lost by the Homeowner, but still requires registering if not licensed.

The other added feature to the Ordinance is the registering of Penn.it Processors , with the projects that are 
being bronght in many contractors or developers are schooled on the NYC way of doing things which is 
believed to be handled by a Permit Expediter.

This part of the Ordinance offers protections to the Consumer to ensure the person they are doing business 
with are 1'egistered with the City, and allows agencies dealing with individuals or companies the person has 
been approved by the owner or contractor to do so.

I certify that all the facts presented herein arc accurate,
. RM

0(2-:z-[1 <
Date



Ordinance of the City of Jersey City, N.J.
ORDINANCE NO. Ord. 18-075
TITLE: 3.F JON 27 2018 4.F JUL I 8 2018

Ordinance amending Chapter 134 of the Jersey City Code (Contractors) (Amended as Contractors and 
Penn it Processors) requiring that permit processors acting on behalf of owners also register with the 
City and amending Chapter 134 to remove certain language regarding the Construction Board of
Appeals.
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RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON INTRODUCTION JUN Z 7 2018 3 -o
COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY

RIDLEY ,/

PRINZ-AREY ,/

BOGGIANO A6! €rJ1

Councilperson ~ i vCte.. A--

COUNCILPERSON AYE, NAY

RIDLEY ./
PRINZ-AREY ,/ /

BOGGIANO ./
,/ Indicates Vote

t.:·'Af...K ..uf CltP.FT
P/l>llf t.. $(<'.:AR Di
t'1 I Ki; l(.U u:nJ:>f<.i

Councilperson
COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY

RIDLEY

PRINZ-AREY .

BOGGIANO

COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY

RIDLEY /,
PRINZ-AREY ./
BOGGIANO ,/
./ Indicates Vote

N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V.

YUN ,/ RIVERA ,/

SOLOMON ./, WATTERMAN ./
ROBINSON ./ LAVARRO, PRES. v

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING JUL 1 8 2018 'l-0
moved seconded by Councilperson M-Vf'fM O to close PH' - ..

N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V.

YUN // RIVERA /
SOLOMON / , WATTERMAN ./
ROBINSON ./ LAVARRO, PRES. ,/ 

N.V.--Not Voting (Abstain)
SPEAKERS:

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS, IF ANY

moved to amend* Ordinance seconded by Councilperson
' 

&adopted

N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V.

YUN RIVERA

SOLOMON WATTERMAN

ROBINSON LAVARRO, PRES.

RECORD OF FINAL COUNCIL VOTE JUL 1 8 2018 1-0
N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V.

YUN ,/ RIVERA /
SOLOMON /, WATTERMAN v
ROBINSON / LAVARRO, PRES. vv

N.V.--Not Voting (Abslam)

Adopted on first reading of the Council of Jersey City, N.J.on____~JU=N_2_7_2~0~1~8 _____________
Adopted on second and final reading afterhearingon ________ J_U_L_l _8_20_1_8____________

This is to certify that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted \;ty
the Munidpal Council at itceeting on JUL 1 3 201H

(Jr&~~
1 Robert B'O°e, City Clerk

*Amendment(s):

APPROVEV:.' /y

' :;.._-.-'

'Rolando R. lavarro, Jr., Council President

Oate___ ~l~ll~I _1~8....,.?wOJ,.,_3________

APPROVE~

.llUl U 2018
DatetoMayor_______________


