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Ordinance of the City of Jersey City, N.J.
File No.
Agenda No.
Agenda No.

Ord. 23-028
3.4 (1st Reading)
4.6 (2nd Reading and Final Passage)

AN ORDINANCE NAMING THE BERRY LANE PARK AMPHITHEATRE THE “HARRIET 
TUBMAN AMPHITHEATRE” IN HONOR OF HARRIET TUBMAN. 

COUNCIL AS A WHOLE offered and moved adoption of the following ordinance: 

WHEREAS, Harriet Tubman was an African-descent anti-slavery activist and lead conductor of the Underground 
Railroad who escaped her plantation on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, traveling over 90 miles to Philadelphia only to 
later return 19 times to help lead other  slaves to freedom; and 

WHEREAS, born Araminta “Minty” Ross, after marrying her first husband, she became Harriet Tubman; and

WHEREAS, despite suffering a life-changing traumatic brain injury at the age of 12, and after escaping to freedom 
by herself, Harriet worked as a housekeeper before deciding to return to Maryland to rescue her relatives and others; 
and  

WHEREAS, armed with a gun and under threat of bounty hunters acting in accordance with the 1850 Fugitive Slave 
Act authorizing the capture of runaway and freed slaves, over the next ten years, Harriet Tubman created a network 
of allies and safe havens within the Underground Railroad, helping to liberate over 300 enslaved persons; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Jersey City (City) is proud of its historical significance as one of the last stops used in the 
Underground Railroad, which ran from Delaware, through New Jersey, into Pennsylvania and New York helping to 
provide refuge and safe travel; and 

WHEREAS, the City would like to pay tribute to Harriet Tubman for her heroic efforts in combating a longstanding 
injustice that remains a stain on the legacy of America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY AS 
FOLLOWS:
 
A. That the amphitheater located in Berry Lane Park shall be known as the “Harriet Tubman Amphitheatre” in honor 
of Harriet Tubman.
 
B. This ordinance shall be a part of Jersey City Code as though codified and fully set forth therein. The City Clerk 
shall have it codified and incorporated in the official copies of the Jersey City Code.  
 
C. If any part of this ordinance is to any extent invalid or unenforceable for any reason, all other parts shall remain in 
full force and effect.  
 
D. This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest possible time and manner provided by law.  
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Ord. 23-028

An Ordinance naming the Berry Lane Park Amphitheatre the “Harriet Tubman Amphitheatre” in 
honor of Harriet Tubman. 

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON INTRODUCTION – Mar 23 2023
 RIDLEY  AYE  SALEH  AYE  DEGISE  AYE

 PRINZ-AREY  AYE  SOLOMON  ABSENT  RIVERA  AYE 8-0
 BOGGIANO  AYE  GILMORE  AYE  WATTERMAN, 

PRES
 AYE

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING  – Apr 12 2023
 RIDLEY  SALEH  AYE  DEGISE  AYE

 PRINZ-AREY  AYE  SOLOMON  AYE  RIVERA  ABSENT 8-0
 BOGGIANO  AYE  GILMORE  AYE  WATTERMAN, 

PRES.
 AYE

SPEAKERS:
Patrice Jackson, Carol Tyler, Philip Carrington, June Jones, LaVerne Webb Washington

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS, IF ANY – 
 RIDLEY  SALEH  DEGISE

 PRINZ-AREY  SOLOMON  RIVERA

 BOGGIANO  GILMORE  WATTERMAN, 
PRES.

RECORD OF FINAL COUNCIL VOTE – Apr 12 2023
 RIDLEY  AYE  SALEH  AYE  DEGISE  AYE

 PRINZ-AREY  AYE  SOLOMON  AYE  RIVERA  ABSENT 8-0
 BOGGIANO  AYE  GILMORE  AYE  WATTERMAN, 

PRES.
 AYE

Adopted on first reading of the Council of Jersey City, N.J. on Mar 23 2023
Adopted on second and final reading after hearing on Apr 12 2023

This is to certify that the foregoing Ordinance was 
adopted by the Municipal Council at its meeting on Apr 
12 2023

City Clerk Joyce E. Watterman, President of Council
Approved: Apr 12 2023

Steven M. Fulop, Mayor
Date to Mayor: Apr 13 2023
Approved: Apr 13 2023
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Ord. 23-028

An Ordinance naming the Berry Lane Park Amphitheatre the “Harriet Tubman Amphitheatre” in 
honor of Harriet Tubman. 

FACT SHEET -
This summary sheet is to be attached to the front of any ordinance that is submitted for Council consideration. 
Incomplete or vague fact sheets will be returned with the ordinance.

Project Manager
Denise Ridley, Councilperson x5204 DRidley@jcnj.org
Department  Municipal Council
Division  Municipal Council

Note: Project Manager must be available by phone during agenda meeting (Wednesday prior to council meeting @ 
1:00 p.m.) 

Meeting Regular Meeting of Municipal Council - Mar 23 2023

Purpose
To rename the Berry Lane Park Amphitheatre, which is located next to the mural of Harriet to the “Harriet 
Tubman Amphitheatre” in Honor of Harriet Tubman

Cost (Identify all sources and amounts) Contract term (include all) 

N/A

ATTACHMENTS:
Jersey City was the last stop on the Underground Railroad - nj
Underground Railroad Map JC

Approved by Status:
John McKinney, Attorney Approved - Mar 16 2023
John Metro, Business Administrator Approved - Apr 05 2023
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