Cityof @
RIVER FALLS

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-07

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 15 BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION

THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS DOES ORDAIN:

Section 1. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.04 Building Code, Section
15.04.090 — Construction of Buildings, paragraph (A) State Code Adopted of the City of River
Falls Municipal Code be amended as follows:

15.04.090 — Construction of Buildings

A. State Statutes and Codes Adopted. The following Wisconsin State Statutes and Wisconsin
Administrative Code Chapters and all amendments thereto and contained therein are hereby

adopted by reference and made a part of this chapter.

1. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapter SPS 305; Licenses, Certifications and
Registrations. All contractors must comply with this code.

2. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapter SPS 316; Electrical SPS 316.014 adopts the NFPA
70 National Electrical Code (NEC).

3. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapters SPS 320-325; Uniform Dwelling Code for the
design and construction of One and Two-Family Dwellings.

4. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapters SPS 361-366; Commercial Building Code SPS
361.05 Adoption of the International Codes, International Building Code 2015,
International Energy Conservation Code, International Mechanical Code 2015,
International Fuel Gas Code 2015, and International Existing Building Code 2015.

5. Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapters SPS 380-387; Plumbing, Wisconsin State
Statute Chapter 145.

Section 2. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.08 Plumbing Code,
Section 15.08.050 — Plumbers to be licensed of the City of Falls Municipal Code be amended as
followvs:



All plumbers must be licensed by the State of Wisconsin, per Ch. SPS 305, Wis. Adm.
Code, and provide the city with proof of such state license prior to the commencement of

any plumbing work within the city. Al-plumbingwoerkshal-be-dencoenly-by-aplumber
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of-this-chapter- Per State Statute Chapter 145, a property owner may make repairs or
installations in a single-family building owned and occupied by him or her as his or her
home if a permit therefor is issued and the work is done in compliance with the provisions
of this chapter.

Section 3. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.12 Electrical Code,
Section 15.12.060 — Licenses and Section 15.12.070 — Electrical contractors — State certification
required of the City of Falls Municipal Code be repealed, combined and recreated as follows:

15.12.060 - Electricians and electrical contractors to be licensed. All electricians and electrical
contractors must be licensed by the State of Wisconsin, per Ch. SPS 305, Wis. Adm.
Code, and provide the city with proof of such state license prior to the
commencement of any electrical work within the city.

Section 4. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.010 — Purpose of the City of Falls Municipal Code be repealed and replaced as follows:

15.16.010 — Purpose. To obtain a list of all residential rental property contacts that can be used by
City departments for emergency purposes and the enforcement of the “habitability
violations” as noted in State Statute 66.0104 and Chapter 15.16.020 of the City’s

housing code.

Section 5. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.020 — Definitions of the City of Falls Municipal Code be amended as follows:

“Habitability violation” as noted in State Statute 66.0104 (1) (ah).

A. The rental property or rental unit lacks hot or cold running water.

B. Heating facilities serving the rental property or rental unit are not in safe operating
condition or are not capable of maintaining a temperature, in all living areas of the
property or unit, of at least 67 degrees Fahrenheit during all seasons of the year in which
the property or unit may be occupied. Temperatures in living areas shall be measured
at the approximate center of the room, midway between the floor and ceiling.

C. The rental property or rental unit is not served by electricity, or the electrical wiring,
outlets, fixtures, or other components of the electrical system are not in safe operating
condition.

D. Any structural or other conditions in the rental property or rental unit that constitute a
substantial hazard to the health or safety of the tenant, or create an unreasonable risk of
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personal injury as a result of any reasonably foreseeable use of the property or unit other
than negligent use or abuse of the property or unit by the tenant.

The rental property or rental unit is not served by plumbing facilities in good operating
condition.

The rental property or rental unit is not served by sewage disposal facilities in good
operating condition.

The rental property or rental unit lacks working smoke detectors or carbon monoxide
detectors.

. The rental property or rental unit is infested with rodents or insects.

The rental property or rental unit contains excessive mold.

Section 6. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section

15.16.030 — Inspection of dwellings, dwelling units, rooming units and premises of the City of Falls
Municipal Code be repealed and replaced as follows:

15.16.030 Residential Rental Registration.

A.
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The City requires all residential rental property in the City limits to be registered with the

City and provide the name of the owner or authorized contact person and an address,

telephone number, and, if the owner elects, an electronic mail address or other

information necessary to receive communications by other electronic means at which the

person may be contacted. The reqgistration fee is $10 per building.

If there is a change of ownership or management of a building or change of contact

information for a building, the new owner shall provide the information and pay the

registration fee set forth in Section 15.16.030.A.




Section 7. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.040 — Enforcement of the City of Falls Municipal Code be amended to add paragraph G and
H as follows:

G. Rental Complaint and Enforcement.

1. Exemptions. This ordinance does not prohibit inspections that may be required by a
special inspection warrant under Wis. Stats 66.0119 or any other inspection required by
federal or state law.

2. Rental complaints received, from any person, that are habitability violations may be
inspected by the City. Any person submitting the complaint must give their name and
the nature of the complaint.

3. The City may inspect the rental property and charge a rental complaint inspection fee in
the amount determined by the fee schedule if the habitability violations are found.

4. The City shall maintain records regarding inspections in response to a complaint. The
records must include the name of the person making the complaint, the nature of the
complaint, and any inspection conducted upon the complaint.

H. Rental Violations and Penalties

The city shall use the process prescribed in Chapter 8.32 to enforce the provisions of this
Chapter including the penalties prescribed in Chapter 1.20 of the City of River Falls Municipal
Code.

Section 8. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.060 —of the City of Falls Municipal Code be deleted in its entirety:
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Section 9. That Title 15 Buildings and Construction, Chapter 15.16 Housing Code, Section
15.16.150 — Violations-Penalties of the City of Falls Municipal Code be deleted in its entirety.




Section 9. Severability. The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is
expressly declared that the City of River Falls would have passed the other provisions of this
ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions may be declared invalid. If any
provision of this ordinance or the application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
remainder of the ordinance and the application of such provisions to other person's circumstances
shall not be deemed affected.

Section 10. Effective date. This ordinance amendment shall take effect from and after its
date of publication as provided by law.

FOR THE CITY OF RIVER FALLS
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Dan Toland, Mayor

ATTEST:

7.
Amy White, Clty)CIerk

Adopted: August 23, 2022
Published: August 31, 2022
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