
BILL NO . 7469 ORDINANCE NO  . 9266

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 9.16, "OFFENSES BY OR AGAINST 
PUBLIC OFFICERS AND GOVERNMENT," OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, BY CREATING A NEW SECTION 9.16.025, 
PROHIBITING ESCAPES AND WALKAWAYS WHILE IN LAWFUL CUSTODY.

WHEREAS  , the Ci ty of North Kansas C ity, M isso uri (the "City") is a b o d y corporate, a 
third cl ass city a nd political subdivisio n o f the S tate o f Missouri, duly crea ted, o rganized and v alidl y 
existing under and b y virtue of the Co  n s titution and law s of the S tate of Ivlisso  mi ; a nd

WHEREAS , the Legislatur  e of th e S t a te o f Misso uri has in Mo . RE V. STAT. § 77.590, 
authorize  d lo cal govern  mental uni ts, includin  g th  e Ci ty, to enact an y ordinance to maintain the p eace 
and welfare o f the City and  , ther  e fore , thi s s tatut  ory g rant of auth  ority allow  s th e C i ty to exercise 
ge  n eral p o lice powers and to pa  ss ordin  an ces for th  e welfare a nd safety of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City Co  uncil de  sire s t o prohibit escapes and wa lk aways o f those 
indiv idua ls who are in lawful custod y .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. C h apter 9 .16 , "O  ffen s es By or Against Public Officers and Government,  " o f
Title 9, " Public Peace , Mo  ral s and Welfare, " o f the Co  de o f the City of No  rth K a n sa s City, Missouri
(the "City Code "), is h ereby amended b y adding a n ew section th  e r eto, which s hall read and provide 
a s fo llows :

9.16.025 Escapes, walkaways and failures to return.

A. D efinitions. For purp  oses of this s ection, the fo ll  owing terms s hall hav e the
meaning  s give n in thi s sub sec ti o n:

1 . Escap e means the unauthorized departu re o f a pri  so n e r , in law ful
custody, from a correctional facili ty compound, or in tran sit to the c o mp o und.

2. Walkaways an d fa ilure to return mean the un auth o ri ze  d departure
of a priso  n e r from any s up erv  ise  d or un s upervi s ed assignment o utsi de the 
correctional facility , or failur e to r eturn from any authorized abse  n ce from the 
correctional facili ty, i.e., work r e le a se, ho  spital visit and ou tsid e work activi ty.

B. If any person , in law ful cu s t o d y, s hall escape, walk away, fail to return, or
atte mpt to escape, walk away or fail to r eturn  , it s h all be deem  e d prima facie evidence of 
an o rdina nce violation.
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C. If a n y perso  n s h all a ssis t, o r attempt t o ass is t, the escape , walk awa y o r
fa ilure t o r e turn of a prisoner, in lawful cu  s tod y, s h a ll be prima fa c ie evi  d e nc e of an
o rdin  ance vio  lation a nd may b e arrested with o ut w arrant b y th e police.

Section 2. Severa bility . T h e sec tions, par agraph s, se nte n ces, cl au s es a nd phrases o f this
o rdinance shall be severable. In the eve nt that an y s uch section, p a ragraph , se nt  enc  e, clause o r
phra  se of thi s or  dinanc e is found b y a cour t o f competent juris diction to b e in va lid , the remainin  g 
p or  ti o n s of thi s or  dinanc e are va lid, unl  ess th e court find s the valid p o rtio ns of thi s o rdinanc  e are so 
esse ntial to and in se parably co nnected with and dep ende  nt upon th e vo  id p o rtion th at it cannot b e 
pr  es umed tha t th e C ity h as e nacted th e valid portions without th  e vo  id one  s, o r unle  ss the co  urt 
find s that the va  lid portions, s tanding alone, are inco mple t e and are in  capable o f b ein  g e xecute d in 
acc o rdance with the legislative inte nt.

Section 3. Go  ve rning Law. T hi s Ordinance s hall b e gove rned ex clu siv ely b y and
co n s trued in accordance wi th th e applicable laws of th e St a t e of M isso uri.

Section 4. E ffective Date. Thi  s Ordinance s hall be in fu ll force and e ffect, after
complianc  e wi th all governing laws, rul es a nd regulations, up o n pa ssage b y th e City Council and
approval b y th  e Mayor.

ATTEST:

~ d~~,City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Anili~
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N0RTH
MEMORANDUM : KANSAS C i TY

: Virlu a //y Urban. Supremely S u burban.

TO: Mayor Stielow and City Council

FROM: Chief Steve Beamer

DATE: December 3, 2019

RE: Ordinance - Escapes, Walkaways, Failures to Return

An issue has been identified that needs to be addressed. There has been an increase in 
recent months in the number of individuals who, after being arrested and transported 
to the North Kansas City Police detention facility, suddenly claim they have some illness 
and need to go to the hospital. While some of these may be legitimate illnesses, the 
majority are subjects who see the hospital as an option to avoid jail.

There are circumstances where the police will remain with the prisoner until the medical 
evaluation is complete. However, due to staffing limitations and the time that it may 
take to have a prisoner/patient evaluated in the emergency room, normal protocol is to 
place hold on the subject with the hospital security staff and then leave. There is then 
a likelihood that the prisoner will just walk out of the hospital. When we are notified in 
a timely manner, we will look for the subject and take them back into custody if they 
a re located.

Currently, the City does not have an ordinance that addresses escape from custody in 
the jail environment or situations like the one described in this memo . City staff has 
prepared an ordinance for the Council's consideration that will allow additional charges 
to be filed against a subject who leaves a facility without authorization and fails to 
return to the detention facility . Staff recommends that the ordinance be adopted .


