








20-O-716 Exhibit A 
 

 
 

 
 

Codifier: Added material is underlined, deleted material is struck through. 

2019 AMENDMENTS TO TRAFFIC RIVERSIDE CITY CODE 
 
SECTIONS 301.20, 303.06, 313.01, 313.09, 331.01, 331.02, 331.03, 331.04, 331.05, 
331.06, 331.07, 331.08, 331.09, 331.10, 331.12, 331.13, 331.14, 331.15, 331.16, 331.17, 
331.18, 331.19, 331.20, 331.22, 331.23, 331.24, 331.27, 331.28, 331.29, 331.30, 331.31, 
331.33, 331.37, 331.40, 333.03, 333.031, 333.04, 333.05, 333.11, 335.032, 335.09, 
337.16, 337.27, 341.03, 371.01, 371.02, 371.07, 373.02, 373.03, 373.04, 373.05, 373.06, 
373.07, 373.10, 375.01; TO PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; 
TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
301.20 Motor vehicle. 
Motor vehicle means every vehicle propelled or drawn by power other than muscular power, 
except motorized bicycles, electric bicycles, road rollers, traction engines, power shovels, 
power cranes and other equipment used in construction work and not designed for or 
employed in general highway transportation, hole-digging machinery, well-drilling 
machinery, ditch-digging machinery, farm machinery, and trailers designed and used 
exclusively to transport a boat between a place of storage and a marina, or in and around a 
marina, when drawn or towed on a street or highway for a distance of no more than ten 
miles and at a speed of 25 miles per hour or less. (ORC 4511.01(B)) 
 
301.51 Vehicle. 
Vehicle means every device, including a motorized bicycle and an electric bicycle, in, upon 
or by which any person or property may be transported or drawn upon a street or highway, 
except that "vehicle" does not include any motorized wheelchair, electric personal assistive 
mobility device, or any device, other than a bicycle, that is moved by human power. (ORC 
4511.01(A)) 
 
303.06 Freeway use prohibited by pedestrians, bicycles and animals. 
(a) No person, unless otherwise directed by a police officer, shall: 
(1) As a pedestrian, occupy any space within the limits of the right-of-way of a freeway, 
except: in a rest area; on a facility that is separated from the roadway and shoulders of the 
freeway and is designed and appropriately marked for pedestrian use; in the performance of 
public works or official duties; as a result of an emergency caused by an accident or 
breakdown of a motor vehicle; or to obtain assistance; 
(2) Occupy any space within the limits of the right-of-way of a freeway, with: an animal-
drawn vehicle; a ridden or led animal; herded animals; a pushcart; a bicycle, except on a 
facility that is separated from the roadway and shoulders of the freeway and is designed 
and appropriately marked for bicycle use; an electric bicycle; a bicycle with motor attached; 
a motor driven cycle with a motor which produces not to exceed five brake horsepower; an 
agricultural tractor; farm machinery; except in the performance of public works or official 
duties. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
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If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.051) 
 
313.01 Obedience to traffic control devices. 
(a) No pedestrian or driver of a vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any traffic control 
device placed in accordance with the provisions of this Traffic Code, unless at the time 
otherwise directed by a police officer. 
No provisions of this Traffic Code for which signs are required shall be enforced against an 
alleged violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation an official sign is not in 
proper position and sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. 
Whenever a particular section of this Traffic Code does not state that signs are required, 
that section shall be effective even though no signs are erected or in place. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.12) 
 
313.09 Driver's duties upon approaching ambiguous or non-working traffic signal. 
(a) The driver of a vehicle who approaches an intersection where traffic is controlled by 
traffic control signals shall do all of the following, if the signal facing the driver exhibits no 
colored lights, or colored lighted arrows, exhibits a combination of such lights or arrows that 
fails to clearly indicate the assignment of right-of-way, or if the vehicle is a bicycle or an 
electric bicycle, the signals are otherwise malfunctioning, due to the failure of a vehicle 
detector to detect the presence of the bicycle or electric bicycle: 
(1) Stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, stop before entering the crosswalk on the 
near side of the intersection, or, if none, stop before entering the intersection; 
(2) Yield the right-of-way to all vehicles in the intersection or approaching on an 
intersecting road, if the vehicles will constitute an immediate hazard during the time the 
driver is moving across or within the intersection or junction of roadways. 
(3) Exercise ordinary care while proceeding through the intersection. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.132) 
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331.01 Driving upon right side of roadway; exceptions. 
(a) Upon all roadways of sufficient width, a vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the 
roadway, except as follows: 
(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, or when 
making a left turn under the rules governing such movements; 
(2) When an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the 
highway; provided, any person so doing shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles traveling 
in the proper direction upon the unobstructed portion of the highway within such distance as 
to constitute an immediate hazard; 
(3) When driving upon a roadway divided into three or more marked lanes for traffic under 
the rules applicable thereon; 
(4) When driving upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for one-way traffic; 
(5) When otherwise directed by a police officer or traffic control device. 
(b) (1) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at less than the prevailing and lawful 
speed of traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall be driven 
in the right-hand lane then available for traffic, and far enough to the right to allow passing 
by faster vehicles if such passing is safe and reasonable, except under any of the following 
circumstances: 
A. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction; 
B. When preparing for a left turn; 
C. When the driver must necessarily drive in a lane other than the right-hand lane to 
continue on the driver's intended route. 
(2) Nothing in subsection (b)(1) of this section requires a driver of a slower vehicle to 
compromise the driver's safety to allow overtaking by a faster vehicle. 
(c) Upon any roadway having four or more lanes for moving traffic and providing for two-
way movement of traffic, no vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center line of the 
roadway, except when authorized by official traffic control devices designating certain lanes 
to the left of the center of the roadway for use by traffic not otherwise permitted to use the 
lanes, or except as permitted under subsection (a) (2) hereof. 
This subsection shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing of the center line in 
making a left turn into or from an alley, private road or driveway. 
(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.25) 
 
331.02 Passing to right when proceeding in opposite directions. 
(a) Operators of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each other to the 
right, and upon roadways having width for not more than one line of traffic in each 
direction, each operator shall give to the other one-half of the main traveled portion of the 
roadway or as nearly one-half as is reasonably possible. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
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convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.26) 
 
331.03 Overtaking, passing to left; driver's duties. 
(a) The following rules govern the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the 
same direction: 
(1) The operator of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same direction 
shall, except as provided in subsection (a)(3) hereof, signal to the vehicle to be overtaken, 
shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance, and shall not again drive to the right side of 
the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. When a motor vehicle overtakes and 
passes a bicycle or electric bicycle, three feet or greater is considered a safe passing 
distance. 
(2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the operator of an 
overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle at the latter's 
audible signal, and the operator shall not increase the speed of the operator's vehicle until 
completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. 
(3) The operator of a vehicle overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction on a divided street or highway as defined in Section 331.31, a limited access 
highway as defined in Ohio R.C. 5511.02 or a highway with four or more traffic lanes, is not 
required to signal audibly to the vehicle being overtaken and passed. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.27) 
 
331.04 Overtaking and passing upon right. 
(a) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle only 
under the following conditions: 
(1) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn; 
(2) Upon a roadway with unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for two or more lines of 
vehicles moving lawfully in the direction being traveled by the overtaking vehicle. 
(b) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle only under conditions 
permitting such movement in safety. The movement shall not be made by driving off the 
roadway. 
(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
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violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.28) 
 
331.05 Overtaking, passing to left of center. 
(a) No vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center of the roadway in overtaking and 
passing traffic proceeding in the same direction, unless such left side is clearly visible and is 
free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit such overtaking and 
passing to be completely made, without interfering with the safe operation of any traffic 
approaching from the opposite direction or any traffic overtaken. In every event the 
overtaking vehicle must return to an authorized lane of travel as soon as practicable and in 
the event the passing movement involves the use of a lane authorized for traffic 
approaching from the opposite direction before coming within 200 feet of any approaching 
vehicle. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.29) 
 
331.06 Additional restrictions on driving upon left side of roadway. 
(a) No vehicle shall be driven upon the left side of the roadway under the following 
conditions: 
(1) When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway, where the 
operator's view is obstructed within such a distance as to create a hazard in the event traffic 
might approach from the opposite direction; 
(2) When the view is obstructed upon approaching within 100 feet of any bridge, viaduct or 
tunnel; 
(3) When approaching within 100 feet of or traversing any intersection or railroad grade 
crossing. 
(b) This section does not apply to vehicles upon a one-way roadway, upon a roadway where 
traffic is lawfully directed to be driven to the left side or under the conditions described in 
Section 331.01(a)(2). 
(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
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If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.30) 
 
331.07 Hazardous or no passing zones. 
(a) Hazardous zones, commonly called "no passing zones," shall consist of an auxiliary 
yellow line marked on the roadway pavement and placed parallel to the normal center line 
or marked lane line. When the auxiliary yellow line appears on the left side in the driver's 
lane of travel and to the right of the normal center line or marked lane line, no driver shall 
drive across the auxiliary yellow line to overtake and pass another vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction. When auxiliary yellow lines appear on both sides of the normal center line 
or marked lane line, drivers proceeding in either direction shall not drive across such 
auxiliary yellow lines to overtake and pass another vehicle proceeding in the same direction. 
No driver shall, at any other time, drive across the yellow auxiliary line when it appears in 
the driver's lane of travel, except to make a lawfully permitted left-hand turn under the 
rules governing such movement. No passing signs may also be erected facing traffic to 
indicate the beginning and end of each no passing zone. 
When appropriate signs or markings indicating hazardous or no passing zones are in place 
and clearly visible, every operator of a vehicle shall obey the directions of the signs or 
markings, notwithstanding the distance set out in Section 331.06. 
(b) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply when all of the following apply: 
(1) The slower vehicle is proceeding at less than half the speed of the speed limit applicable 
to that location. 
(2) The faster vehicle is capable of overtaking and passing the slower vehicle without 
exceeding the speed limit. 
(3) There is sufficient clear sight distance to the left of the center or center line of the 
roadway to meet the overtaking and passing provisions of Section 331.05, considering the 
speed of the slower vehicle. 
(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.31) 
 
331.08 Driving in marked lanes or continuous lines of traffic. 
(a) Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for 
traffic or wherever traffic is lawfully moving in two or more substantially continuous lines in 
the same direction, the following rules apply: 
(1) A vehicle shall be driven, as nearly as is practicable, entirely within a single lane or line 
of traffic and shall not be moved from such lane or line until the driver has first ascertained 
that such movement can be made with safety. 
(2) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes and provides for two-way movement 
of traffic, a vehicle shall not be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and 
passing another vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and such center lane is clear of 



20-O-716 Exhibit A 
 

 
 

 
 

Codifier: Added material is underlined, deleted material is struck through. 

traffic within a safe distance, or when preparing for a left turn, or where such center lane is 
at the time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding 
and is posted with signs to give notice of such allocation. 
(3) Official signs may be erected directing specified traffic to use a designated lane or 
designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of 
the center of the roadway, or restricting the use of a particular lane to only buses during 
certain hours or during all hours, and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of such 
signs. 
(4) Official traffic control devices may be installed prohibiting the changing of lanes on 
sections of roadway and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of every such device. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.33) 
 
331.09 Following too closely. 
(a) The operator of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is 
reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicle and the traffic 
upon and the condition of the highway. 
The driver of any truck, or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, when traveling upon a 
roadway outside a business or residence district shall maintain a sufficient space, whenever 
conditions permit, between such vehicle and another vehicle ahead so an overtaking motor 
vehicle may enter and occupy such space without danger. This paragraph does not prevent 
overtaking and passing nor does it apply to any lane specially designated for use by trucks. 
Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or residence district in 
a caravan or motorcade, shall maintain a sufficient space between such vehicles so an 
overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy such space without danger. This paragraph shall 
not apply to funeral processions. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.34) 
 
331.10 Turning at intersections. 
(a) The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall be governed by the 
following rules: 
(1) Approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable to the 
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right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. 
(2) At any intersection where traffic is permitted to move in both directions on each 
roadway entering the intersection, an approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion 
of the right half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the right of 
such center line where it enters the intersection and after entering the intersection the left 
turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection to the right of the center line of the 
roadway being entered. Whenever practicable the left turn shall be made in that portion of 
the intersection to the left of the center of the intersection. 
(3) At any intersection where traffic is restricted to one direction on one or more of the 
roadways, the driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at any such intersection shall 
approach the intersection in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving 
in the direction of travel of such vehicle, and after entering the intersection the left turn 
shall be made so as to leave the intersection, as nearly as practicable, in the left-hand lane 
of the roadway being entered lawfully available to the traffic moving in that lane. 
(4) Markers, buttons or signs may be placed within or adjacent to intersections and thereby 
require and direct that a different course from that specified in this section be traveled by 
vehicles turning at an intersection, and when such markers, buttons or signs are so placed, 
no operator of a vehicle shall turn such vehicle at an intersection other than as directed and 
required by such markers, buttons or signs. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.36) 
 
331.12 "U" turns restricted. 
(a) Except as provided in Section 313.03 and subsection (b) hereof, no vehicle shall be 
turned so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the approach to 
or near the crest of a grade, if the vehicle cannot be seen within 500 feet by the driver of 
any other vehicle approaching from either direction. 
(b) The driver of an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when responding to an 
emergency call, may turn the vehicle so as to proceed in the opposite direction. This 
subsection applies only when the emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle is responding to 
an emergency call, is equipped with and displaying at least one flashing, rotating or 
oscillating light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to 
the front of the vehicle, and when the driver of the vehicle is giving an audible signal by 
siren, exhaust whistle or bell. This subsection does not relieve the driver of an emergency 
vehicle or public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all 
persons and property upon the highway. (ORC 4511.37) 
(c) Except as provided in subsection (b) hereof, no vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed 
in the opposite direction within an intersection, or upon any street in a business district, or 
upon a freeway, expressway or controlled-access highway, or where authorized signs are 
erected to prohibit such movement, or at any other location unless such movement can be 
made with reasonable safety to other users of the street and without interfering with the 
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safe operation of any traffic that may be affected by such movement. 
(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.37) 
 
331.13 Starting and backing vehicles. 
(a) No person shall start a vehicle which is stopped, standing or parked until such 
movement can be made with reasonable safety. 
Before backing, operators of vehicles shall give ample warning, and while backing they shall 
exercise vigilance not to injure person or property on the street or highway. 
No person shall back a motor vehicle on a freeway, except: in a rest area; in the 
performance of public works or official duties; as a result of an emergency caused by an 
accident or breakdown of a motor vehicle. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.38) 
 
331.14 Signals before changing course, turning or stopping. 
(a) No person shall turn a vehicle or move right or left upon a highway unless and until such 
person has exercised due care to ascertain that the movement can be made with reasonable 
safety nor without giving an appropriate signal in the manner hereinafter provided. 
When required, a signal of intention to turn or move right or left shall be given continuously 
during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning, except that in 
the case of a person operating a bicycle, the signal shall be made not less than one time but 
is not required to be continuous. A bicycle operator is not required to make a signal if the 
bicycle is in a designated turn lane, and a signal shall not be given when the operator's 
hands are needed for the safe operation of the bicycle. 
No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first giving an 
appropriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of any vehicle immediately to 
the rear when there is opportunity to give a signal. 
Any stop or turn signal required by this section shall be given either by means of the hand 
and arm, or by signal lights that clearly indicate to both approaching and following traffic 
intention to turn or move right or left, except that any motor vehicle in use on a highway 
shall be equipped with, and the required signal shall be given by, signal lights when the 
distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the left outside limit of the body, 
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cab or load of such motor vehicle exceeds 24 inches, or when the distance from the center 
of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of the body or load thereof exceeds 14 feet, 
whether a single vehicle or a combination of vehicles. 
The signal lights required by this section shall not be flashed on one side only on a disabled 
vehicle, flashed as a courtesy or "do pass" signal to operators of other vehicles approaching 
from the rear, nor be flashed on one side only of a parked vehicle except as may be 
necessary for compliance with this section. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.39) 
 
331.15 Hand and arm signals. 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) hereof, all signals required by this Traffic Code, 
when given by hand and arm shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following 
manner, and such signals shall indicate as follows: 
(1) Left turn: Hand and arm extended horizontally; 
(2) Right turn: Hand and arm extended upward; 
(3) Stop or decrease speed: Hand and arm extended downward. 
(b) As an alternative to subsection (a)(2) hereof, a person operating a bicycle may give a 
right turn signal by extending the right hand and arm horizontally and to the right side of 
the bicycle. 
(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.40) 
 
331.16 Right-of-way at intersections. 
(a) When two vehicles approach or enter an intersection from different streets or highways 
at approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-
way to the vehicle on the right. 
(b) The right-of-way rule declared in subsection (a) hereof, is modified at through highways 
and otherwise as stated in this Traffic Code and Ohio R.C. Chapter 4511. (ORC 4511.41) 
(c) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, when two vehicles approach or 
enter a junction of two or more alleys from different directions at approximately the same 
time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the 
right. 
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(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.41) 
 
331.17 Right-of-way when turning left. 
(a) The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an 
alley, private road or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from 
the opposite direction, whenever the approaching vehicle is within the intersection or so 
close to the intersection, alley, private road or driveway as to constitute an immediate 
hazard. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.42) 
 
331.18 Operation of vehicle at yield signs. 
(a) The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall slow down to a speed reasonable 
for the existing conditions and, if required for safety to stop, shall stop at a clearly marked 
stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, 
if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of 
approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering it. After slowing or stopping, 
the driver shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on 
another roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driver 
is moving across or within the intersection or junction of roadways. Whenever a driver is 
involved in a collision with a vehicle in the intersection or junction of roadways, after driving 
past a yield sign without stopping, the collision shall be prima-facie evidence of the driver's 
failure to yield the right-of-way. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
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fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.43(B)) 
 
331.19 Operation of vehicle at stop signs. 
(a) Except when directed to proceed by a law enforcement officer, every driver of a vehicle 
approaching a stop sign shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none before entering 
the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at the point nearest the 
intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting 
roadway before entering it. After having stopped, the driver shall yield the right-of-way to 
any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadway so closely as to 
constitute an immediate hazard during the time the driver is moving across or within the 
intersection or junction of roadways. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code.  (ORC 4511.43(A)) 
 
331.20 Emergency or public safety vehicles at stop signals or signs. 
(a) The driver of any emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when responding to an 
emergency call, upon approaching a red or stop signal or any stop sign shall slow down as 
necessary for safety to traffic, but may proceed cautiously past such red or stop sign or 
signal with due regard for the safety of all persons using the street or highway. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.03) 
 
331.22 Driving onto roadway from place other than roadway: duty to yield. 
(a) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, the operator of a vehicle about to 
enter or cross a highway from an alley or from any place other than another roadway shall 
yield the right-of-way to all traffic approaching on the roadway to be entered or crossed. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
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If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.44) 
 
331.23 Driving onto roadway from place other than roadway: stopping at 
sidewalk. 
(a) Subject to compliance with any traffic control device, the driver of a vehicle emerging 
from an alley, building, private road or driveway within a business or residence district shall 
stop the vehicle immediately prior to driving onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk area 
extending across the alley, building entrance, road or driveway, or in the event there is no 
sidewalk area, shall stop at the point nearest the street to be entered where the driver has 
a view of approaching traffic thereon. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.431) 
 
331.24 Right-of-way of funeral procession. 
(a) As used in this section "funeral procession" means two or more vehicles accompanying 
the cremated remains or the body of a deceased person in the daytime when each of the 
vehicles has its headlights lighted and is displaying a purple and white or an orange and 
white pennant attached to each vehicle in such a manner as to be clearly visible to traffic 
approaching from any direction. 
(b) Excepting public safety vehicles proceeding in accordance with Section 331.21 or when 
directed otherwise by a police officer, pedestrians and the operators of all vehicles shall 
yield the right of way to each vehicle that is a part of a funeral procession. Whenever the 
lead vehicle in a funeral procession lawfully enters an intersection, the remainder of the 
vehicles in the procession may continue to follow the lead vehicle through the intersection 
notwithstanding any traffic control devices or right-of-way provisions of this Traffic Code, 
provided that the operator of each vehicle exercises due care to avoid colliding with any 
other vehicle or pedestrian. 
(c) No person shall operate any vehicle as a part of a funeral procession without having the 
headlights of the vehicle lighted and without displaying a purple and white or an orange and 
white pennant in such a manner as to be clearly visible to traffic approaching from any 
direction. 
(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 



20-O-716 Exhibit A 
 

 
 

 
 

Codifier: Added material is underlined, deleted material is struck through. 

contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.451) 
 
331.27 Following and parking near emergency or safety vehicles. 
(a) The driver of any vehicle, other than an emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle on 
official business, shall not follow any emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle traveling in 
response to an alarm closer than 500 feet, or drive into or park such vehicle within the 
block where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm, unless directed to do so 
by a police officer or a firefighter. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.72) 
 
331.28 Driving over fire hose. 
(a) No vehicle shall, without the consent of the Fire Chief or fire official in command, be 
driven over any unprotected fire hose that is laid down on any street or private driveway to 
be used at any fire or alarm of fire. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.73) 
 
331.29 Driving through safety zone. 
(a) No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a safety zone. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.60) 
 
331.30 One-way streets and rotary traffic islands. 
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(a) Upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for one-way traffic a vehicle shall be 
driven only in the direction designated. A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall 
be driven only to the right of the rotary traffic island. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.32) 
 
331.31 Driving upon divided roadways. 
(a) Whenever any street has been divided into two roadways by an intervening space, or by 
a physical barrier, or clearly indicated dividing section so constructed as to impede vehicular 
traffic, every vehicle shall be driven only upon the right-hand roadway, and no vehicle shall 
be driven over, across or within any such dividing space, barrier or median section, except 
through an opening, crossover or intersection established by public authority. This section 
does not prohibit the occupancy of such dividing space, barrier or median section for the 
purpose of an emergency stop or in compliance with an order of a police officer. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.35) 
 
331.33 Obstructing intersection, crosswalk or grade crossing. 
(a) No driver shall enter an intersection or marked crosswalk or drive onto any railroad 
grade crossing unless there is sufficient space on the other side of the intersection, 
crosswalk or grade crossing to accommodate the vehicle the driver is operating without 
obstructing the passage of other vehicles, pedestrians or railroad trains, notwithstanding 
any traffic control signal indication to proceed. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.712) 
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331.37 Driving upon sidewalks, street lawns or curbs. 
(a) No person shall drive any vehicle, other than a bicycle or an electric bicycle if the motor 
is not engaged, upon a sidewalk or sidewalk area except upon a permanent or duly 
authorized temporary driveway. (ORC 4511.711) 
(b) No person shall drive a vehicle on a street lawn area or the curb of a street, except upon 
a permanent or duly authorized temporary driveway or when otherwise lawfully authorized. 
(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.711) 
 
331.40 Stopping at grade crossing. 
(a) (1) Except as provided in subsection (a)(2) hereof, the operator of any bus, any school 
vehicle, or any vehicle transporting material required to be placarded under 49 CFR Parts 
100-185, before crossing at grade any track of a railroad, shall stop the vehicle, and, while 
so stopped, shall listen through an open door or open window and look in both directions 
along the track for any approaching train, and for signals indicating the approach of a train, 
and shall proceed only upon exercising due care after stopping, looking and listening as 
required by this section. Upon proceeding, the operator of such a vehicle shall cross only in 
a gear that will ensure there will be no necessity for changing gears while traversing the 
crossing and shall not shift gears while crossing the tracks. 
(2) This section does not apply at grade crossings when the Ohio Public Utilities Commission 
has authorized and approved an exempt crossing as provided in this subsection. 
A. Any local authority may file an application with the Commission requesting the approval 
of an exempt crossing. Upon receipt of such a request, the Commission shall authorize a 
limited period for the filing of comments by any party regarding the application and then 
shall conduct a public hearing in the community seeking the exempt crossing designation. 
The Commission shall provide appropriate prior public notice of the comment period and the 
public hearing. By registered mail, the Commission shall notify each railroad operating over 
the crossing of the comment period. 
B. After considering any comments or other information received, the Commission may 
approve or reject the application. By order, the Commission may establish conditions for the 
exempt crossing designation, including compliance with division (b) of 49 C.F.R. Part 
392.10, when applicable. An exempt crossing designation becomes effective only when 
appropriate signs giving notice of the exempt designation are erected at the crossing as 
ordered by the Commission and any other conditions ordered by the Commission are 
satisfied. 
C. By order, the Commission may rescind any exempt crossing designation made under this 
section if the Commission finds that a condition at the exempt crossing has changed to such 
an extent that the continuation of the exempt crossing designation compromises public 
safety. The Commission may conduct a public hearing to investigate and determine whether 
to rescind the exempt crossing designation. If the Commission rescinds the designation, it 
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shall order the removal of any exempt crossing signs and may make any other necessary 
order. 
(3) As used in this section: 
A. School vehicle means any vehicle used for the transportation of pupils to and from a 
school or school-related function if the vehicle is owned or operated by, or operated under 
contract with, a public or nonpublic school. 
B. Bus means any vehicle originally designed by its manufacturer to transport 16 or more 
passengers, including the driver, or carries 16 or more passengers, including the driver. 
C. Exempt crossing means a highway rail grade crossing authorized and approved by the 
Public Utilities Commission under subsection (a)(2) hereof at which vehicles may cross 
without making the stop otherwise required by this section. 
(4) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (a)(4), whoever violates subsection (a) 
hereof is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If the offender previously has been convicted of or 
pleaded guilty to one or more violations of subsection (a) hereof or Ohio R.C. 4511.76, 
4511.761, 4511.762, 4511.764, 4511.77 or 4511.79, or a municipal ordinance that is 
substantially similar to any of those sections, whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is 
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. (ORC 4511.63) 
(b) (1) When authorized stop signs are erected at railroad grade crossings, the operator of 
any vehicle shall stop within 50 but not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of the railroad 
tracks and shall exercise due care before proceeding across such grade crossing. 
(2) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this subsection (b)(1) 
hereof is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic 
offense, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, 
within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more 
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.61) 

333.03 Maximum speed limits; assured clear distance ahead. 

(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle at a speed greater or less than is reasonable or 
proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface and width of the street or highway and 
any other conditions, and no person shall drive any motor vehicle in and upon any 
street or highway at a greater speed than will permit the person to bring it to a stop 
within the assured clear distance ahead. 

(b) It is prima-facie lawful, in the absence of a lower limit declared or established pursuant 
to Ohio R.C. 4511.21 by the Ohio Director of Transportation or Council, for the operator 
of a motor vehicle to operate the same at a speed not exceeding the following: 

(1) A. Twenty miles per hour in school zones during school recess and while children 
are going to or leaving school during the opening or closing hours, and when 
20 miles per hour school speed limit signs are erected; except, that on 
controlled-access highways and expressways, if the right-of-way line fence has 
been erected without pedestrian opening, the speed shall be governed by 
subsection (b)(4) hereof and on freeways, if the right-of-way line fence has 
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been erected without pedestrian opening, the speed shall be governed by 
subsection (b)(7) hereof. The end of every school zone may be marked by a 
sign indicating the end of the zone. Nothing in this section or in the manual and 
specifications for a uniform system of traffic control devices shall be construed 
to require school zones to be indicated by signs equipped with flashing or other 
lights, or giving other special notice of the hours in which the school zone 
speed limit is in effect. 

B. As used in this section, "school" means any school chartered under Ohio R.C. 
3301.16 and any non-chartered school that during the preceding year filed with 
the Department of Education in compliance with rule 3301-35-08 of the Ohio 
Administrative Code, a copy of the school's report for the parents of the 
school's pupils certifying that the school meets Ohio minimum standards for 
non-chartered, nontax-supported schools and presents evidence of this filing to 
the jurisdiction from which it is requesting the establishment of a school zone. 

C. As used in this section, "school zone" means that portion of a street or highway 
passing a school fronting upon the street or highway that is encompassed by 
projecting the school property lines to the fronting street or highway. Upon 
request from the Municipality for streets and highways under its jurisdiction, 
the Ohio Director of Transportation may extend the traditional school zone 
boundaries. The distances in subsections (b)(1)C.1. to 3. hereof shall not 
exceed 300 feet per approach per direction and are bounded by whichever of 
the following distances or combinations thereof the Director approves as most 
appropriate: 

1. The distance encompassed by projecting the school building lines normal to 
the fronting highway and extending a distance of 300 feet on each 
approach direction; 

2. The distance encompassed by projecting the school property lines 
intersecting the fronting highway and extending a distance of 300 feet on 
each approach direction; 

3. The distance encompassed by the special marking of the pavement for a 
principal school pupil crosswalk plus a distance of 300 feet on each 
approach direction of highway; 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate the Director's initial 
action on August 9, 1976, establishing all school zones at the traditional school 
zone boundaries defined by projecting school property lines, except when those 
boundaries are extended as provided in subsections (b)(1)A. and C. hereof. 

D. As used in this subsection, "crosswalk" has the meaning given that term in 
Section 301.09. The Director may, upon request by resolution of Council, and 
upon submission by the Municipality of such engineering, traffic and other 
information as the Director considers necessary, designate a school zone on 
any portion of a State route lying within the Municipality that includes a 
crosswalk customarily used by children going to or leaving a school during 
recess and opening and closing hours, whenever the distance, as measured in 
a straight line, from the school property line nearest the crosswalk to the 
nearest point of the crosswalk is no more than 1,320 feet. Such a school zone 
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shall include the distance encompassed by the crosswalk and extending 300 
feet on each approach direction of the State route; 

(2) Twenty-five miles per hour in all other portions of the Municipality, except on State 
routes outside business districts, through highways outside business districts and 
alleys; 

(3) Thirty-five miles per hour on all State routes or through highways within the 
Municipality outside business districts, except as provided in subsections (b)(4) and 
(5) hereof; 

(4) Fifty miles per hour on controlled-access highways and expressways within the 
Municipality; 

(5) Fifty miles per hour on State routes within the Municipality outside urban districts 
unless a lower prima-facie speed is established as further provided in this section; 

(6) Fifteen miles per hour on all alleys within the Municipality; 

(7) Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on freeways with paved shoulders inside the 
Municipality other than freeways as provided in subsection (b)(10) and (12); 

(8) Sixty miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle at all times on all portions of 
rural divided highways; 

(9) Sixty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle at all times on rural 
expressways without traffic control signals; 

(10) Seventy miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle at all times on all rural 
freeways. 

(11) Fifty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle at all times on all 
portions of freeways in congested areas as determined by the Director and that are 
part of the interstate system and are located within a municipal corporation or 
within an interstate freeway outerbelt; 

(12) Sixty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle at all times on all 
portions of freeways in urban areas as determined by the Director and that are part 
of the interstate system and are part of an interstate freeway outerbelt; 

(c) It is prima-facie unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed limitations in 
subsection (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof, or any declared or established pursuant to this 
section by the Director or local authorities and it is unlawful for any person to exceed 
any of the speed limitations in subsection (d) hereof. No person shall be convicted of 
more than one violation of this section for the same conduct, although violations of 
more than one provision of this section may be charged in the alternative in a single 
affidavit. 

(d) No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon a street or highway as follows: 

(1) At a speed exceeding 55 miles per hour, except upon a highway, expressway or 
freeway as provided in subsection (b)(8), (9), (10) and (12) hereof; 

(2) At a speed exceeding 60 miles per hour upon a highway as provided in subsection 
(b)(8) hereof; 
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(3) At a speed exceeding 65 miles per hour upon an expressway as provided in 
subsection (b)(9) hereof, except upon a freeway as provided in subsection (b)(10) 
hereof; 

(4) At a speed exceeding 70 miles per hour upon a freeway as provided in subsection 
(b)(10) hereof; 

(5) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a highway, expressway or 
freeway for which the Director has determined and declared a speed limit pursuant 
to Ohio R.C. 4511.21(I)(2) or (L)(2). 

(e) In every charge of violation of this section the affidavit and warrant shall specify the 
time, place and speed at which the defendant is alleged to have driven, and in charges 
made in reliance upon subsection (c) hereof also the speed which subsections (b)(1)A. 
to (b)(6) hereof, or a limit declared or established pursuant to this section declares is 
prima-facie lawful at the time and place of such alleged violation, except that in 
affidavits where a person is alleged to have driven at a greater speed than will permit 
the person to bring the vehicle to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead the 
affidavit and warrant need not specify the speed at which the defendant is alleged to 
have driven. 

(f) When a speed in excess of both a prima-facie limitation and a limitation in subsection (d) 
hereof is alleged, the defendant shall be charged in a single affidavit, alleging a single 
act, with a violation indicated of both subsections (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof, or of a limit 
declared or established pursuant to this section by the Director or local authorities, and 
of the limitation in subsection (d) hereof. If the court finds a violation of subsection 
(b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof, or a limit declared or established pursuant to this section has 
occurred, it shall enter a judgment of conviction under such subsection and dismiss the 
charge under subsection (d) hereof. If it finds no violation of subsections (b)(1)A. to 
(b)(6) hereof or a limit declared or established pursuant to this section, it shall then 
consider whether the evidence supports a conviction under subsection (d) hereof. 

(g) Points shall be assessed for violation of a limitation under subsection (d) hereof in 
accordance with Ohio R.C. 4510.036. 

(h) Whenever, in accordance with Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or this section, the speed limitations 
as established herein have been altered, either higher or lower, and the appropriate 
signs giving notice have been erected as required, operators of motor vehicles shall be 
governed by the speed limitations set forth on such signs. It is prima-facie unlawful for 
any person to exceed the speed limits posted upon such signs. 

(i) As used in this section: 

(1) Interstate system has the same meaning as in 23 U.S.C.A. 101. 

(2) Commercial bus means a motor vehicle designed for carrying more than nine 
passengers and used for the transportation of persons for compensation. 

(3) Noncommercial bus includes but is not limited to a school bus, or a motor vehicle 
operated solely for the transportation of persons associated with a charitable or 
non-profit organization. 
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(4) Outerbelt means a portion of a freeway that is part of the interstate system and is 
located in the outer vicinity of a major municipal corporation or group of municipal 
corporations, as designated by the Director. 

(5) Rural means outside urbanized areas, as designated in accordance with 23 USC 
101, and outside of a business or urban district. 

(j) (1) A violation of any provision of this section is one of the following: 

A. Except as otherwise provided in subsections (j)(1)B., (1)C., (2) and (3) of this 
section, a minor misdemeanor; 

B. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of 
or pleaded guilty to two violations of any provision of this section or of any 
provision of Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or a municipal ordinance that is substantially 
similar to any provision of this section, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree; 

C. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of 
or pleaded guilty to three or more violations of any provision of this section or 
of any provision of Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or a municipal ordinance that is 
substantially similar to any provision of this section, a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 

(2) If the offender has not previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation 
of any provision of Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or of any provision of a municipal ordinance 
that is substantially similar to Ohio R.C. 4511.21 and operated a motor vehicle 
faster than 35 miles an hour in a business district of a municipal corporation, faster 
than 50 miles an hour in other portions of a municipal corporation, or faster than 
35 miles an hour in a school zone during recess or while children are going to or 
leaving school during the school's opening or closing hours, a misdemeanor of the 
fourth degree. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (j)(1) of this section, if the offender operated a motor 
vehicle in a construction zone where a sign was then posted in accordance with 
Ohio R.C. 4511.98, the court, in addition to all other penalties provided by law, 
shall impose upon the offender a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for 
the violation. No court shall impose a fine of two times the usual amount imposed 
for the violation upon an offender if the offender alleges, in an affidavit filed with 
the court prior to the offender's sentencing, that the offender is indigent and is 
unable to pay the fine imposed pursuant to this subsection and if the court 
determines that the offender is an indigent person and unable to pay the fine. 

(4) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.21) 

333.031 Approaching a stationary public safety, emergency or road service 
vehicle. 

(a) The driver of a motor vehicle, upon approaching a stationary public safety vehicle, 
emergency vehicle, road service vehicle, waste collection vehicle, vehicle used by the 
Public Utilities Commission to conduct motor vehicle inspections in accordance with Ohio 



20-O-716 Exhibit A 
 

 
 

 
 

Codifier: Added material is underlined, deleted material is struck through. 

R.C. 4923.04 and 4923.06 or a highway maintenance vehicle that is displaying the 
appropriate visual signals by means of flashing, oscillating or rotating lights, as 
prescribed in Section 337.16, shall do either of the following: 

(1) If the driver of the motor vehicle is traveling on a street or highway that consists of 
at least two lanes that carry traffic in the same direction of travel as that of the 
driver's motor vehicle, the driver shall proceed with due caution and, if possible 
with due regard to the road, weather, and traffic conditions, shall change lanes into 
a lane that is not adjacent to that of the stationary public safety vehicle, emergency 
vehicle, road service vehicle, waste collection vehicle, vehicle used by the Public 
Utilities Commission to conduct motor vehicle inspections in accordance with Ohio 
R.C. 4923.04 and 4923.06 or a highway maintenance vehicle. 

(2) If the driver is not traveling on a street or highway of a type described in subsection 
(a)(1) of this section, or if the driver is traveling on a highway of that type but it is 
not possible to change lanes or if to do so would be unsafe, the driver shall proceed 
with due caution, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle, and maintain a safe speed 
for the road, weather and traffic conditions. 

(b) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle, emergency vehicle, 
road service vehicle, waste collection vehicle, vehicle used by the Public Utilities 
Commission to conduct motor vehicle inspections in accordance with Ohio R.C. 4923.04 
and 4923.06, or a highway maintenance vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard 
for the safety of all persons and property upon the highway. 

(c) No person shall fail to drive a motor vehicle in compliance with subsection (a)(1) or (2) 
of this section when so required by subsection (a) of this section. 

(d) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is 
guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or 
traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

(2) Notwithstanding Section 303.99(b), upon a finding that a person operated a motor 
vehicle in violation of subsection (c) of this section, the court, in addition to all 
other penalties provided by law, shall impose a fine of two times the usual amount 
imposed for the violation.  

(3) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the 
additional fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code.  

(E) The offense established under this section is a strict liability offense and section 2901.20 
of the Revised Code does not apply. The designation of this offense as a strict liability 
offense shall not be construed to imply that any other offense, for which there is no 
specified degree of culpability, is not a strict liability offense. (ORC 4511.213) 
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333.04 Stopping vehicle; slow speed; posted minimum speeds. 

(a) No person shall stop or operate a vehicle at such an unreasonably slow speed as to 
impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when stopping 
or reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or to comply with law. 

(b) Whenever, in accordance with Ohio R.C. 4511.22(B), the minimum speed limit of a 
controlled-access highway, expressway or freeway has been declared and the 
appropriate signs giving notice have been erected as required, operators of motor 
vehicles shall be governed by the speed limitations set forth on such signs. No person 
shall operate a motor vehicle below the speed limits posted upon such signs except 
when necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law. 

(c) In a case involving a violation of this section, the trier of fact, in determining whether 
the vehicle was being operated at an unreasonably slow speed, shall consider the 
capabilities of the vehicle and its operator. 

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, 
whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within 
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more 
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the third degree.  

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.22) 

333.05 Speed limitations over bridges. 

(a) No person shall operate a vehicle over any bridge or other elevated structure 
constituting a part of a street at a speed which is greater than the maximum speed that 
can be maintained with safety to such bridge or structure, when such structure is 
posted with authorized signs stating such maximum speed. Such signs shall be erected 
and maintained at a distance of at least 100 feet before each end of such structure. 

(b) Upon the trial of any person charged with a violation of this section, proof of the 
determination of the maximum speed and the existence of such signs shall constitute 
prima-facie evidence of the maximum speed which can be maintained with safety to 
such bridge or structure. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, 
whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within 
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more 
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the third degree.  

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
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fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.23) 

333.11 Texting while driving prohibited. 

(a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle on any street, highway, or property open to the 
public for vehicular traffic while using a handheld electronic wireless communications 
device to write, send, or read a text-based communication. 

(b) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A person using a handheld electronic wireless communications device in that 
manner for emergency purposes, including an emergency contact with a law 
enforcement agency, hospital or health care provider, fire department, or other 
similar emergency agency or entity; 

(2) A person driving a public safety vehicle who uses a handheld electronic wireless 
communications device in that manner in the course of the person's duties; 

(3) A person using a handheld electronic wireless communications device in that 
manner whose motor vehicle is in a stationary position and who is outside a lane of 
travel; 

(4) A person reading, selecting, or entering a name or telephone number in a handheld 
electronic wireless communications device for the purpose of making or receiving a 
telephone call; 

(5) A person receiving wireless messages on a device regarding the operation or 
navigation of a motor vehicle; safety-related information, including emergency, 
traffic or weather alerts; or data used primarily by the motor vehicle; 

(6) A person receiving wireless messages via radio waves; 

(7) A person using a device for navigation purposes; 

(8) A person conducting wireless interpersonal communication with a device that does 
not require manually entering letters, numbers, or symbols or reading text 
messages, except to activate, deactivate, or initiate the device or a feature or 
function of the device; 

(9) A person operating a commercial truck while using a mobile data terminal that 
transmits and receives data; 

(10) A person using a handheld electronic wireless communications device in 
conjunction with a voice-operated or hands-free device feature or function of the 
vehicle. 

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no law enforcement officer shall 
cause an operator of an automobile being operated on any street or highway to stop the 
automobile for the sole purpose of determining whether a violation of subsection (a) of 
this section has been or is being committed or for the sole purpose of issuing a ticket, 
citation or summons for a violation of that nature or causing the arrest of or 
commencing a prosecution of a person for a violation of that nature, and no law 
enforcement officer shall view the interior or visually inspect any automobile being 
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operated on any street or highway for the sole purpose of determining whether a 
violation of that nature has been or is being committed. 

(d) Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

(e) A prosecution for a violation of this section does not preclude a prosecution for a 
violation of a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance based on the same conduct. 
However, if an offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of this section and 
is also convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of a substantially equivalent municipal 
ordinance based on the same conduct, the two offenses are allied offenses of similar 
import under section 2941.25 of the Revised Code. A prosecution for a violation of Ohio 
R.C. 4511.204 does not preclude a prosecution for a violation of a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance based on the same conduct. However, if an offender is 
convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of Ohio R.C. 4511.204 and is also convicted 
of or pleads guilty to a violation of a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance based 
on the same conduct, the two offenses are allied offenses of similar import under Ohio 
R.C. 2941.25. 

(f) As used in this section: 

(1) Electronic wireless communications device includes any of the following: 

A. A wireless telephone; 

B. A text-messaging device; 

C. A personal digital assistant; 

D. A computer, including a laptop computer and a computer tablet; 

E. Any other substantially similar wireless device that is designed or used to 
communicate text. 

(2) Voice-operated or hands-free device means a device that allows the user to vocally 
compose or send, or to listen to a text-based communication without the use of 
either hand except to activate, or deactivate a feature or function. 

(3) Write, send or read a text-based communication means to manually write or send, or 
read a text-based communication using an electronic wireless communications device, 
including manually writing or sending, or reading communications referred to as text 
messages, instant messages, or electronic mail. (ORC 4511.204) 

335.032 Use of electronic wireless communication device prohibited while driving. 

(a) No holder of a temporary instruction permit who has not attained the age of 18 years 
and no holder of a probationary driver's license shall drive a motor vehicle on any 
street, highway, or property used by the public for purposes of vehicular traffic or 
parking while using in any manner an electronic wireless communications device. 

(b) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to either of the following: 

(1) A person using an electronic wireless communications device for emergency 
purposes, including an emergency contact with a law enforcement agency, hospital 
or health care provider, fire department, or other similar emergency agency or 
entity; 
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(2) A person using an electronic wireless communications device whose motor vehicle is 
in a stationary position and the motor vehicle is outside a lane of travel; 

(3) A person using a navigation device in a voice-operated or hands-free manner who 
does not manipulate the device while driving. 

(c) (1) Except as provided in subsection (c)(2) of this section, whoever violates subsection 
(a) of this section shall be fined one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00). In addition, 
the court shall impose a class seven suspension of the offender's driver's license or 
permit for a definite period of 60 days. 

(2) If the person previously has been adjudicated a delinquent child or a juvenile traffic 
offender for a violation of this section, whoever violates this section shall be fined 
three hundred dollars ($300.00). In addition, the court shall impose a class seven 
suspension of the person's driver's license or permit for a definite period of one 
year. 

(d) The filing of a sworn complaint against a person for a violation of this section does not 
preclude the filing of a sworn complaint for a violation of a substantially equivalent 
municipal ordinance for the same conduct. However, if a person is adjudicated a 
delinquent child or a juvenile traffic offender for a violation of this section and is also 
adjudicated a delinquent child or a juvenile traffic offender for a violation of a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance for the same conduct, the two offenses are 
allied offenses of similar import under section 2941.25 of the Revised Code. The filing of 
a sworn complaint against a person for a violation of Ohio R.C. 4511.205 does not 
preclude the filing of a sworn complaint for a violation of a substantially equivalent 
municipal ordinance for the same conduct. However, if a person is adjudicated a 
delinquent child or a juvenile traffic offender for a violation of Ohio R.C. 4511.205 and 
is also adjudicated a delinquent child or a juvenile traffic offender for a violation of a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance for the same conduct, the two offenses are 
allied offenses of similar import under Ohio R.C. 2941.25. 

(e) As used in this section, "electronic wireless communications device" includes any of the 
following: 

(1) A wireless telephone; 

(2) A personal digital assistant; 

(3) A computer, including a laptop computer and a computer tablet; 

(4) A text-messaging device; 

(5) Any other substantially similar electronic wireless device that is designed or used to 
communicate via voice, image, or written word. (ORC 4511.205) 

335.09 Display of license plates. 

(a) (1) No person who is the owner or operator of a motor vehicle shall fail to display in 
plain view on the front and rear of the motor vehicle a license plate that displays 
bears the distinctive number and registration mark assigned to the motor vehicle 
by the Ohio Director of Public Safety, including any county identification sticker and 
any validation sticker issued under Ohio R.C. 4503.19 and 4503.191, as follows: 
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A. A manufacturer of motor vehicles or dealer therein, the holder of an in transit 
permit, and the owner or operator of a motorcycle, motorized bicycle or 
moped, motor-driven cycle or motor scooter, autocycle, cab-enclosed 
motorcycle, manufactured home, mobile home, trailer or semitrailer shall 
display a license plate on the rear only. 

B. A motor vehicle that is issued two license plates shall display the validation 
sticker only on the rear license plate, except that a commercial tractor that 
does not receive an apportioned license plate under the international 
registration plan shall display the license plate and validation sticker on the 
front of the commercial tractor. 

C. An apportioned vehicle receiving an apportioned license plate under the 
international registration plan shall display the license plate only on the front of 
a commercial tractor and on the rear of all other vehicles. 

(2) All The license plates plate shall be securely fastened so as not to swing, and shall 
not be covered by any material that obstructs their its visibility. 

(3) No person to whom a temporary license placard or windshield sticker has been 
issued for the use of a motor vehicle under Ohio R.C. 4503.182, and no operator of 
that motor vehicle, shall fail to display the temporary license placard in plain view 
from the rear of the vehicle either in the rear window or on an external rear surface 
of the motor vehicle, or fail to display the windshield sticker in plain view on the 
rear window of the motor vehicle. No temporary license placard or windshield 
sticker shall be covered by any material that obstructs its visibility. 

(b) A law enforcement officer shall only issue a ticket, citation or summons, or cause the 
arrest or commence a prosecution, for the failure to display a license plate in plain view 
on the front of a parked motor vehicle if the officer first determines that another offense 
has occurred and either places the operator or vehicle owner under arrest or issues a 
ticket, citation, or summons to the operator or vehicle owner for the other offense. 

(c) (1) Except as provided in subsection (c)(2) of this section, whoever violates subsection 
(a) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section by failing to display a license plate in 
plain view on the front of a motor vehicle as required under subsection (a) of this 
section while the motor vehicle is otherwise legally parked is guilty of a minor 
misdemeanor and may be fined not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

A person who is subject to the penalty prescribed in subsection (c)(2) of this 
section is not subject to the charging of points under Ohio R.C. 4510.036. 

(3) (c) The offense established under subsection (a) of this section is a strict liability offense 
and Ohio R.C. 2901.20 does not apply. The designation of this offense as a strict liability 
offense shall not be construed to imply that any other offense, for which there is no 
specified degree of culpability, is not a strict liability offense. (ORC 4503.21) 

337.16 Number of lights; limitations on flashing, oscillating or rotating lights. 

(a) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with headlights also is equipped with any auxiliary 
lights or spotlight or any other light on the front thereof projecting a beam of an 
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intensity greater than 300 candle power, not more than a total of five of any such lights 
on the front of a vehicle shall be lighted at any one time when the vehicle is upon a 
highway. 

(b) Any lighted light or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than headlights, 
spotlights, signal lights or auxiliary driving lights, that projects a beam of light of an 
intensity greater than 300 candle power, shall be so directed that no part of the beam 
will strike the level of the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance of more 
than 75 feet from the vehicle. 

(c) (1) Flashing lights are prohibited on motor vehicles, except as a means for indicating a 
right or a left turn, or in the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring unusual 
care in approaching, or overtaking or passing. This prohibition does not apply to 
emergency vehicles, road service vehicles servicing or towing a disabled vehicle, 
stationary waste collection vehicles actively collecting garbage, refuse, trash, or 
recyclable materials on the roadside, rural mail delivery vehicles, vehicles 
transporting preschool children as provided in Ohio R.C. 4513.182, highway 
maintenance vehicles, funeral hearses, funeral escort vehicles and similar 
equipment operated by the Department or local authorities, which shall be 
equipped with and display, when used on a street or highway for the special 
purpose necessitating such lights, a flashing, oscillating or rotating amber light, but 
shall not display a flashing, oscillating or rotating light of any other color, nor to 
vehicles or machinery permitted by Section 337.10 to have a flashing red light. 

(2) When used on a street or highway, farm machinery and vehicles escorting farm 
machinery may be equipped with and display a flashing, oscillating, or rotating 
amber light, and the prohibition contained in subsection (c)(1) hereof does not 
apply to such machinery or vehicles. Farm machinery also may display the lights 
described in Section 337.10. 

(d) Except a person operating a public safety vehicle, as defined in Section 301.27, or a 
school bus, no person shall operate, move or park upon or permit to stand within the 
right-of-way of any public street or highway any vehicle or equipment that is equipped 
with and displaying a flashing red or a flashing combination red and white light, or an 
oscillating or rotating red light, or a combination red and white oscillating or rotating 
light; and except a public law enforcement officer, or other person sworn to enforce the 
criminal and traffic laws of the State or Municipality, operating a public safety vehicle 
when on duty, no person shall operate, move or park upon, or permit to stand within 
the right-of-way of any street or highway any vehicle or equipment that is equipped 
with, or upon which is mounted, and displaying a flashing blue or a flashing 
combination blue and white light, or an oscillating or rotating blue light, or a 
combination blue and white oscillating or rotating light. 

(e) This section does not prohibit the use of warning lights required by law or the 
simultaneous flashing of turn signals on disabled vehicles or on vehicles being operated 
in unfavorable atmospheric conditions in order to enhance their visibility. This section 
also does not prohibit the simultaneous flashing of turn signals or warning lights either 
on farm machinery or vehicles escorting farm machinery, when used on a street or 
highway. 

(f) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.17) 
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337.27 Drivers and passengers required to wear seat belts. 

(a) As used in this section: 

(1) Automobile means any commercial tractor, passenger car, commercial car or truck 
that is required to be factory-equipped with an occupant restraining device for the 
operator or any passenger by regulations adopted by the United States Secretary of 
Transportation pursuant to the "National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 
1966," 80 Stat. 719, 15 U.S.C.A. 1392. 

(2) Occupant restraining device means a seat safety belt, shoulder belt, harness or 
other safety device for restraining a person who is an operator of or passenger in 
an automobile and that satisfies the minimum Federal vehicle safety standards 
established by the United States Department of Transportation. 

(3) Passenger means any person in an automobile, other than its operator, who is 
occupying a seating position for which an occupant restraining device is provided. 

(4) Commercial tractor, passenger car, and commercial car have the same meanings as 
provided in Ohio R.C. 4501.01. 

(5) Vehicle and motor vehicle, as used in the definitions of the terms set forth in 
subsection (a)(4) hereof, have the same meanings as provided in Chapter 301. 

(6) Tort action means a civil action for damages for injury, death, or loss to person or 
property. "Tort action" includes a product liability claim, as defined in Ohio R.C. 
2307.71 and an asbestos claim, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2307.91, but does not 
include a civil action for damages for breach of contract or another agreement 
between persons. 

(b) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Operate an automobile on any street or highway unless that person is wearing all of 
the available elements of a properly adjusted occupant restraining device, or 
operate a school bus that has an occupant restraining device installed for use in its 
operator's seat unless that person is wearing all of the available elements of the 
device, as properly adjusted; 

(2) Operate an automobile on any street or highway unless each passenger in the 
automobile who is subject to the requirement set forth in subsection (b)(3) hereof 
is wearing all of the available elements of a properly adjusted occupant restraining 
device; 

(3) Occupy, as a passenger, a seating position on the front seat of an automobile being 
operated on any street or highway unless that person is wearing all of the available 
elements of a properly adjusted occupant restraining device; 

(4) Operate a taxicab on any street or highway unless all factory-equipped occupant 
restraining devices in the taxicab are maintained in usable form. 

(c)(1) Subsection (b)(3) hereof does not apply to a person who is required by Section 
337.26 to be secured in a child restraint device or booster seat.  

(2) Subsection (b)(1) hereof does not apply to a person who is an employee of the 
United States Postal Service or of a newspaper home delivery service, during any period 
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in which the person is engaged in the operation of an automobile to deliver mail or 
newspapers to addressees.  

(3) Subsections (b)(1) and (3) hereof do not apply to a person who has an affidavit 
signed by a physician licensed to practice in this State under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4731 or 
a chiropractor licensed to practice in this State under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4734 that 
states that the following: 

(a) That the person has a physical impairment that makes use of an occupant 
restraining device impossible or impractical; 

(b) Whether the physical impairment is temporary, permanent, or reasonably expected 
to be permanent; 

(c) If the physical impairment is temporary, how long the physical impairment is 
expected to make the use of an occupant restraining device impossible or impractical. 

(4) Divisions (B)(1) and (3) of this section do not apply to a person who has registered with 
the registrar of motor vehicles in accordance with division (C)(5) of this section. 

(5) A person who has received an affidavit under division (C)(3) of this section stating that 
the person has a permanent or reasonably expected to be permanent physical 
impairment that makes use of an occupant restraining device impossible or 
impracticable may register with the registrar attesting to that fact. Upon such 
registration, the registrar shall make that information available in the law enforcement 
automated data system. A person included in the database under division (C)(5) of this 
section is not required to have the affidavit obtained in accordance with division (C)(3) 
of this section in their possession while operating or occupying an automobile. 

(6) A physician or chiropractor who issues an affidavit for the purposes of division (C)(3) or 
(4) of this section is immune from civil liability arising from any injury or death 
sustained by the person who was issued the affidavit due to the failure of the person to 
wear an occupant restraining device unless the physician or chiropractor, in issuing the 
affidavit, acted in a manner that constituted willful, wanton, or reckless misconduct. 

(7) The registrar shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code 
establishing a process for a person to be included in the database under division (C)(5) 
of this section. The information provided and included in the database under division 
(C)(5) of this section is not a public record subject to inspection or copying under 
section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no law enforcement officer shall 
cause an operator of an automobile being operated on any street or highway to stop the 
automobile for the sole purpose of determining whether a violation of subsection (b) 
hereof has been or is being committed or for the sole purpose of issuing a ticket, 
citation or summons for a violation of that nature or causing the arrest of or 
commencing a prosecution of a person for a violation of that nature, and no law 
enforcement officer shall view the interior or visually inspect any automobile being 
operated on any street or highway for the sole purpose of determining whether a 
violation of that nature has been or is being committed. 

(e) All fines collected for violations of subsection (b) hereof shall be forwarded to the 
Treasurer of State for deposit as provided in Ohio R.C. 4513.263. 
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(f) (1) Subject to subsection (f)(2) of this section, the failure of a person to wear all of the 
available elements of a properly adjusted occupant restraining device in violation of 
subsection (b)(1) or (3) or the failure of a person to ensure that each minor who is 
a passenger of an automobile being operated by that person is wearing all of the 
available elements of a properly adjusted occupant restraining device, in violation 
of subsection (b)(2) of this section, shall not be considered or used by the trier of 
fact in a tort action as evidence of negligence or contributory negligence. But the 
trier of fact may determine based on evidence admitted consistent with the Ohio 
rules of evidence that the failure contributed to the harm alleged in the tort action 
and may diminish a recovery of compensatory damages that represents 
noneconomic loss, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2307.011 in a tort action that could have 
been recovered but for the plaintiff's failure to wear all of the available elements of 
a properly adjusted occupant restraining device. Evidence of that failure shall not 
be used as a basis for a criminal prosecution of the person other than a prosecution 
for a violation of this section; and shall not be admissible as evidence in a criminal 
action involving the person other than a prosecution for a violation of this section. 

(2) If, at the time of an accident involving a passenger car equipped with occupant 
restraining devices, any occupant of the passenger car who sustained injury or 
death was not wearing an available occupant restraining device, was not wearing all 
of the available elements of such a device, or was not wearing such a device as 
properly adjusted, then, consistent with the Rules of Evidence, the fact that the 
occupant was not wearing the available occupant restraining device, was not 
wearing all of the available elements of such a device, or was not wearing such a 
device as properly adjusted is admissible in evidence in relation to any claim for 
relief in a tort action to the extent that the claim for relief satisfies all of the 
following: 

A. It seeks to recover damages for injury or death to the occupant. 

B. The defendant in question is the manufacturer, designer, distributor or seller of 
the passenger car. 

C. The claim for relief against the defendant in question is that the injury or death 
sustained by the occupant was enhanced or aggravated by some design defect 
in the passenger car or that the passenger car was not crashworthy. 

(g) (1) Whoever violates subsection (b)(1) of this section shall be fined thirty dollars 
($30.00). 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (b)(3) of this section shall be fined twenty dollars 
($20.00). 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates subsection (b)(4) of 
this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If the offender previously has been convicted 
of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (b)(4) of this section, whoever violates 
subsection (b)(4) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.(ORC 
4513.263) 

341.03 Prerequisites to operation of a commercial motor vehicle. 

(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section, the following shall apply: 
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(1) No person shall drive a commercial motor vehicle on a highway in this Municipality 
unless the person holds, and has in the person's possession, any of the following: 

A. A valid commercial driver's license with proper endorsements for the motor 
vehicle being driven, issued by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, or by another 
jurisdiction recognized by this State; 

B. A valid examiner's commercial driving permit issued under Ohio R.C. 4506.13; 

C. A valid restricted commercial driver's license and waiver for farm-related service 
industries issued under Ohio R.C. 4506.24; 

D. A valid commercial driver's license temporary instruction permit issued by the 
Registrar, provided that the person is accompanied by an authorized state 
driver's license examiner or tester or a person who has been issued and has in 
the person's immediate possession a current, valid commercial driver's license 
and who meets the requirements of Ohio R.C. 4506.06(B). 

(2) No person who has been a resident of this State for 30 days or longer shall drive a 
commercial motor vehicle under the authority of a commercial driver's license 
issued by another jurisdiction. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) of this section applies to any qualified person when engaged in 
the operation of any of the following: 

(1) A farm truck; 

(2) Fire equipment for a fire department, volunteer or nonvolunteer fire company, fire 
district, or joint fire district, or the state fire marshal; 

(3) A public safety vehicle used to provide transportation or emergency medical service 
for ill or injured persons; 

(4) A recreational vehicle; 

(5) A commercial motor vehicle within the boundaries of an eligible unit of local 
government, if the person is employed by the eligible unit of local government and 
is operating the commercial motor vehicle for the purpose of removing snow or ice 
from a roadway by plowing, sanding, or salting, but only if either the employee who 
holds a commercial driver's license issued under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4506 and 
ordinarily operates a commercial motor vehicle for these purposes is unable to 
operate the vehicle, or the employing eligible unit of local government determines 
that a snow or ice emergency exists that requires additional assistance; 

(6) A vehicle operated for military purposes by any member or uniformed employee of 
the armed forces of the United States or their reserve components, including the 
Ohio national guard. This exception does not apply to United States reserved 
technicians; 

(7) A commercial motor vehicle that is operated for nonbusiness purposes. "Operated 
for nonbusiness purposes" means that the commercial motor vehicle is not used in 
commerce as "commerce" is defined in 49 C.F.R. 383.5, as amended, and is not 
regulated by the Public Utilities Commission pursuant to Ohio R.C. Chapter 4905, 
4921, or 4923; 



20-O-716 Exhibit A 
 

 
 

 
 

Codifier: Added material is underlined, deleted material is struck through. 

(8) A motor vehicle that is designed primarily for the transportation of goods and not 
persons, while that motor vehicle is being used for the occasional transportation of 
personal property by individuals not for compensation and not in the furtherance of 
a commercial enterprise; 

(9) A police SWAT team vehicle; 

(10) A police vehicle used to transport prisoners. 

(c) Nothing contained in subsection (b)(5) of this section shall be construed as preempting 
or superseding any law, rule, or regulation of this State concerning the safe operation of 
commercial motor vehicles. 

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. (ORC 
4506.03) 

371.01 Right-of-way in crosswalk. 

(a) When traffic control signals are not in place, not in operation or are not clearly assigning 
the right-of-way, the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, slowing down or 
stopping if need be to so yield or if required by Section 313.09, to a pedestrian crossing 
the roadway within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway 
upon which the vehicle is traveling, or when the pedestrian is approaching so closely 
from the opposite half of the roadway as to be in danger. 

(b) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run into 
the path of a vehicle which is so close as to constitute an immediate hazard. 

(c) Subsection (a) hereof does not apply under the conditions stated in Section 371.03(b). 

(d) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any unmarked crosswalk 
at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the driver of any other 
vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass the stopped vehicle. 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, 
whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within 
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more 
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the third degree.  

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.46) 

371.02 Right-of-way of blind person. 

(a) As used in this section "blind person" or "blind pedestrian" means a person having not 
more than 20/200 visual acuity in the better eye with correcting lenses or visual acuity 
greater than 20/200 but with a limitation in the fields of vision such that the widest 
diameter of the visual field subtends an angle no greater than 20 degrees. 
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The driver of every vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to every blind pedestrian guided by a 
guide dog, or carrying a cane which is predominately white or metallic in color, with or 
without a red tip. 

(b) No person, other than a blind person, while on any public highway, street, alley or other 
public thoroughfare shall carry a white metallic cane, with or without a red tip. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, 
whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within 
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more 
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the third degree.  

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.47) 

371.07 Right-of-way on sidewalk. 

(a) The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian on a sidewalk. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, 
whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within 
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more 
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a 
misdemeanor of the third degree.  

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.441) 

373.02 Riding upon seats; handle bars; helmets and glasses. 

(a) For purposes of this section "snowmobile" has the same meaning as given that term in 
Ohio R.C 4519.01. 

(b) No person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle shall ride other than upon or astride the 
permanent and regular seat attached thereto, or carry any other person upon such 
bicycle or electric bicycle other than upon a firmly attached and regular seat thereon, 
and no person shall ride upon a bicycle or electric bicycle other than upon such a firmly 
attached and regular seat. 

(c) No person operating a motorcycle shall ride other than upon or astride the permanent 
and regular seat or saddle attached thereto, or carry any other person upon such 
motorcycle other than upon a firmly attached and regular seat or saddle thereon, and 
no person shall ride upon a motorcycle other than upon such a firmly attached and 
regular seat or saddle. 
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(d) No person shall ride upon a motorcycle that is equipped with a saddle other than while 
sitting astride the saddle, facing forward, with one leg on each side of the motorcycle. 

(e) No person shall ride upon a motorcycle that is equipped with a seat other than while 
sitting upon the seat. 

(f) No person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or 
article that prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon the handle bars. 

(g) No bicycle, or electric bicycle or motorcycle shall be used to carry more persons at one 
time than the number for which it is designed and equipped. No motorcycle shall be 
operated on a highway when the handlebars rise higher than the shoulders of the 
operator when the operator is seated in the operator's seat or saddle. 

(h) (1) Except as provided in subsection (h)(2) of this section, no person shall operate or be 
a passenger on a snowmobile or motorcycle without using safety glasses or other 
protective eye device. Except as provided in subsection (i)(3) of this section, no 
person who is under the age of 18 years, or who holds a motorcycle operator's 
endorsement or license bearing "novice" designation that is currently in effect as 
provided in Ohio R.C. 4507.13, shall operate a motorcycle on a highway, or be a 
passenger on a motorcycle, unless wearing a United States Department of 
Transportation-approved protective helmet on the person's head, and no other 
person shall be a passenger on a motorcycle operated by such a person unless 
similarly wearing a protective helmet. The helmet, safety glasses or other 
protective eye device shall conform with rules adopted by the Ohio Director of 
Public Safety. The provisions of this subsection or a violation thereof shall not be 
used in the trial of any civil action. 

(2) Subsection (h)(1) of this section does not apply to a person operating an autocycle 
or cab-enclosed motorcycle when the occupant compartment top is in place 
enclosing the occupants. 

(i) (1) No person shall operate a motorcycle with a valid temporary permit and temporary 
instruction permit identification card issued by the Ohio Registrar of Motor Vehicles 
pursuant to Ohio R.C. 4507.05 unless the person, at the time of such operation, is 
wearing on the person's head a protective helmet that has been approved by the 
United States Department of Transportation that conforms with rules adopted by 
the Director. 

(2) No person shall operate a motorcycle with a valid temporary instruction permit and 
temporary instruction permit identification card issued by the Registrar pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 4507.05 in any of the following circumstances: 

A. At any time when lighted lights are required by Section 337.02(a)(1); 

B. While carrying a passenger; 

C. On any limited access highway or heavily congested roadway. 

(j) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the carrying of a child in a seat 
or trailer that is designed for carrying children and is firmly attached to the bicycle or 
electric bicycle. 

(k) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
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convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. (ORC 4511.53) 

373.03 Attaching bicycle or sled to vehicle. 

(a) No person riding upon any motorcycle, bicycle, electric bicycle, coaster, roller skates, 
sled or toy vehicle shall attach the same or self to any vehicle upon a roadway. 

No operator shall knowingly permit any person riding upon any motorcycle, bicycle, electric 
bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy vehicle to attach the same or self to any vehicle 
while it is moving upon a roadway. This section does not apply to the towing of a disabled 
vehicle. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.54) 

373.04 Riding bicycles and motorcycles abreast. 

(a) Persons riding bicycles, electric bicycles, or motorcycles upon a roadway shall ride not 
more than two abreast in a single lane, except on paths or parts of roadways set aside 
for the exclusive use of bicycles, electric bicycles, or motorcycles. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. 
If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.55(B)) 

373.05 Signal device on bicycle. 

(a) A bicycle or electric bicycle may be equipped with a device capable of giving an audible 
signal, except that a bicycle shall not be equipped with nor shall any person use upon a 
bicycle any siren or whistle. 
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(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. (ORC 4511.56) 

373.06 Lights and reflector on bicycle; brakes. 

(a) Every bicycle or electric bicycle when in use at the times specified in Section 337.02, 
shall be equipped with the following: 

(1) A lamp mounted on the front of either the bicycle or electric bicycle or the operator 
that shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front; 
and 300 feet to the sides. A generator-powered lamp that emits light only when the 
bicycle or electric bicycle is moving may be used to meet this requirement. 

(2) A red reflector on the rear that shall be visible from all distances from 100 feet to 
600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a 
motor vehicle. 

(3) A lamp emitting either flashing or steady red light visible from a distance of 500 feet 
to the rear shall be used in addition to the red reflector; 

If the red lamp performs as a reflector in that it is visible as specified in subsection 
(a)(2) of this section, the red lamp may serve as the reflector and a separate 
reflector is not required. 

(b) Additional lamps and reflectors may be used in addition to those required under 
subsection (a) of this section, except that red lamps and red reflectors shall not be used 
on the front of the bicycle or electric bicycle and white lamps and white reflectors shall 
not be used on the rear of the bicycle or electric bicycle. 

(c) Every bicycle or electric bicycle shall be equipped with an adequate brake when used on 
a street or highway. 

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever 
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of 
the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor 
vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree. (ORC 4511.56) 

373.07 Riding bicycle on right side of roadway; obedience to traffic rules; passing. 

(a) Every person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as near to 
the right side of the roadway as practicable obeying all traffic rules applicable to 
vehicles and exercising due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in 
the same direction. 
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(b) This section does not require a person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle to ride at
the edge of the roadway when it is unreasonable or unsafe to do so. Conditions that
may require riding away from the edge of the roadway include when necessary to avoid
fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, surface hazards, or if it otherwise is
unsafe or impracticable to do so, including if the lane is too narrow for the bicycle or
electric bicycle and an overtaking vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense,
whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.55(A)) 

373.10 Paths exclusively for bicycles. 

(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, snowmobile, or all-purpose vehicle upon any
path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles, when an appropriate sign giving notice
of such use is posted on the path.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect any rule of the Ohio Director of Natural 
Resources governing the operation of motor vehicles, snowmobiles, all-purpose vehicles, 
and bicycles on lands under the Director's jurisdiction. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of
a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense,
whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within
one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a 
contributing factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional 
fine established under section 4511.991 of the Revised Code. (ORC 4511.713) 

375.01 Motorized bicycle operation; equipment, helmet and license. 

(a) No person shall operate a motorized bicycle upon any street or highway or any public or
private property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking, unless
all of the following conditions are met:

(1) The person possesses a valid license or permit authorizing such operation and which
is issued by the Ohio Registrar of Motor Vehicles under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4506 or
4507 or Ohio R.C. 4511.521;
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(2) The motorized bicycle is equipped in accordance with rules adopted by the Ohio
Director of Public Safety and is in proper working order;

(3) The person, if he is under eighteen years of age, is wearing a protective helmet on
his head with the chin strap properly fastened, and the motorized bicycle is
equipped with a rear-view mirror;

(4) The person operates the motorized bicycle when practicable within three feet of the
right edge of the roadway obeying all traffic rules applicable to vehicles; and

(5) The motorized bicycle displays on the rear of such bicycle the current license plate
or validation sticker furnished by the Ohio Director of Public Safety under Ohio R.C.
4503.191.

(b) No person operating a motorized bicycle shall carry another person upon the motorized
bicycle.

(c) Each probationary motorized bicycle license or motorized bicycle license shall be
laminated with a transparent plastic material. (ORC 4511.521)
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2019 AMENDMENTS TO GENERAL OFFENSES RIVERSIDE CITY CODE 
 
SECTIONS 501.01, 509.03, 513.01, 529.07, 533.04, 533.07, 537.16, 545.10, 545.15, 
545.20, 549.01, 549.06; TO PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; 
TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

501.01 Definitions. 

[Person.] 

(1) A. Subject to subsection (2) hereof, as used in any section contained in Part Five, 
General Offenses Code, that sets forth a criminal offense, "person" includes all 
of the following: 

1. An individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, and 
association; 

2. An unborn human who is viable. 

B. As used in any section contained in Part Five, General Offenses Code, that does 
not set forth a criminal offense, "person" includes an individual, corporation, 
business trust, estate, trust, partnership and association. 

C. As used in subsection (1)A. hereof: 

1. "Unborn human" means an individual organism of the species Homo sapiens 
from fertilization until live birth. 

2. "Viable" means the stage of development of a human fetus at which there is 
a realistic possibility of maintaining and nourishing of a life outside the 
womb with or without temporary artificial life-sustaining support. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1)A. hereof, in no case shall the portion of the 
definition of the term "person" that is set forth in subsection (1)A.2. hereof be 
applied or construed in any section contained in Part Five, General Offenses Code, 
that sets forth a criminal offense in any of the following manners: 

A. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2)A. hereof, in a manner so that the 
offense prohibits or is construed as prohibiting any pregnant woman or her 
physician from performing an abortion with the consent of the pregnant 
woman, with the consent of the pregnant woman implied by law in a medical 
emergency, or with the approval of one otherwise authorized by law to consent 
to medical treatment on behalf of the pregnant woman. An abortion that 
violates the conditions described in the immediately preceding sentence may 
be punished as a violation of Ohio R.C. 2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 
2903.05, 2903.06, 2903.08, 2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 2903.14, 2903.21, or 
2903.22, as applicable. An abortion that does not violate the conditions 
described in the second immediately preceding sentence, but that does violate 
Ohio R.C. 2919.12, Ohio R.C. 2919.13(B), or Ohio R.C. 2919.15, 2919.151, 
2919.17 or 2919.18, may be punished as a violation of Ohio R.C. 2919.12, 
Ohio R.C. 2919.13(B), or Ohio R.C. 2919.15, 2919.151, 2919.17 or 2919.18, 
as applicable. Consent is sufficient under this subsection if it is of the type 
otherwise adequate to permit medical treatment to the pregnant woman, even 
if it does not comply with Ohio R.C. 2919.12. 
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B. In a manner so that the offense is applied or is construed as applying to a 
woman based on an act or omission of the woman that occurs while she is or 
was pregnant and that results in any of the following: 

1. Her delivery of a stillborn baby; 

2. Her causing, in any other manner, the death in utero of a viable, unborn 
human that she is carrying; 

3. Her causing the death of her child who is born alive but who dies from one 
or more injuries that are sustained while the child is a viable, unborn 
human; 

4. Her causing her child who is born alive to sustain one or more injuries while 
the child is a viable, unborn human; 

5. Her causing, threatening to cause, or attempting to cause, in any other 
manner, an injury, illness or other physiological impairment, regardless of its 
duration or gravity, or a mental illness or condition, regardless of its duration 
or gravity, to a viable, unborn human that she is carrying. 

509.03 Disorderly conduct; intoxication. 

(a) No person shall recklessly cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm to another by doing 
any of the following: 

(1) Engaging in fighting, in threatening harm to persons or property, or in violent or 
turbulent behavior; 

(2) Making unreasonable noise or offensively coarse utterance, gesture or display, or 
communicating unwarranted and grossly abusive language to any person, which by 
its very utterance or usage inflicts injury or tends to incite an immediate breach of 
the peace; 

(3) Insulting, taunting or challenging another, under circumstances in which such 
conduct is likely to provoke a violent response; 

(4) Hindering or preventing the movement of persons on a public street, road, highway 
or right-of-way, or to, from, within or upon public or private property, so as to 
interfere with the rights of others, and by any act which serves no lawful and 
reasonable purpose of the offender; 

(5) Creating a condition which is physically offensive to persons or which presents a risk 
of physical harm to persons or property, by any act which serves no lawful and 
reasonable purpose of the offender. 

(b) No person, while voluntarily intoxicated shall do either of the following: 

(1) In a public place or in the presence of two or more persons, engage in conduct likely 
to be offensive or to cause inconvenience, annoyance or alarm to persons of 
ordinary sensibilities, which conduct the offender, if he were not intoxicated, should 
know is likely to have such effect on others; 

(2) Engage in conduct or create a condition which presents a risk of physical harm to 
himself or another, or to the property of another. 

(c) Violation of any statute or ordinance of which an element is operating a motor vehicle, 
locomotive, watercraft, aircraft or other vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or 
any drug of abuse, is not a violation of subsection (b) hereof. 
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(d) If a person appears to an ordinary observer to be intoxicated, it is probable cause to 
believe that person is voluntarily intoxicated for purposes of subsection (b) hereof. 

(e) (1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of disorderly conduct. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsections this subsection (e)(3) and (4), 
disorderly conduct is a minor misdemeanor. 

(3) Disorderly conduct is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree if any of the following 
applies: 

A. The offender persists in disorderly conduct after reasonable warning or request 
to desist. 

B. The offense is committed in the vicinity of a school or in a school safety zone. 

C. The offense is committed in the presence of any law enforcement officer, 
firefighter, rescuer, medical person, emergency medical services person, or 
other authorized person who is engaged in the person's duties at the scene of a 
fire, accident, disaster, riot or emergency of any kind. 

D. The offense is committed in the presence of any emergency facility person who 
is engaged in the person's duties in an emergency facility. 

(4) If an offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or 
more violations of division (B) of this section, a violation of division (B) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

(f) As used in this section: 

(1) Emergency medical services person is the singular of "emergency medical services 
personnel" as defined in Ohio R.C. 2133.21. 

(2) Emergency facility person is the singular of "emergency facility personnel" as 
defined in Ohio R.C. 2909.04. 

(3) Emergency facility has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2909.04. 

(4) Committed in the vicinity of a school has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 
2925.01. (ORC 2917.11) 

(g) Upon being convicted of any alcohol related offense and/or any drug abuse 
offense as defined in Section 513.01(v), except for a violation of Section 
4511.19 or 4511.194 of the Ohio Revised Code or any equivalent City 
ordinance, a person will be charged for the expense of any breath, urine, or 
blood tests ordered by the Riverside Police for the purpose of determining 
whether the person was under the influence of alcohol and/or any drug of 
abuse as defined by Section 513.01(q). The costs of the test(s) to be so 
charged shall be based upon the actual costs incurred by the City. 

513.01 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, certain terms are defined as follows: 

Administer means the direct application of a drug, whether by injection, inhalation, 
ingestion or any other means to a person or an animal. 

Controlled substance means a drug, compound, mixture, preparation or substance 
included in Schedule I, II, III, IV, or V. 

Dispense means sell, leave with, give away, dispose of or deliver. 
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Distribute means to deal in, ship, transport or deliver but does not include 
administering or dispensing a drug. 

Hypodermic means a hypodermic syringe or needle, or other instrument or device for 
the injection of medication. 

Manufacturer means a person who manufactures a controlled substance as 
"manufacture" is defined in Ohio R.C. 3715.01. 

[Marihuana.] Except as provided in subsection (2) hereof: 

(1) Marihuana means all parts of a plant of the genus cannabis, whether growing or 
not, the seeds of a plant of that type; the resin extracted from a part of a plant of 
that type; and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or 
preparation of a plant of that type or of its seeds or resin. "Marihuana" does not 
include the mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oils or cake 
made from the seeds of the plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt, 
derivative, mixture, or preparation of the mature stalks, except the resin extracted 
from the mature stalks, fiber, oil or cake, or the sterilized seed of the plant that is 
incapable of germination. (ORC 3719.01) 

(2) Marihuana does not include hashish. (ORC 2925.01) 

Controlled substance analog has the same meaning as provided in Ohio R.C. 3719.01. 

Official written order means an order written on a form provided for that purpose by the 
Director of the United States Drug Enforcement Administration, under any laws of the 
United States making provision for the order, if the order forms are authorized and required 
by Federal law. 

Pharmacist means a person licensed under Ohio R.C. Ch. 4729 to engage in the practice 
of pharmacy. 

Pharmacy has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 4729.01. 

Poison means any drug, chemical, or preparation likely to be deleterious or destructive 
to adult human life in quantities of four grams or less. 

Licensed health professional authorized to prescribe drugs, prescriber and prescription 
have the same meanings as in Ohio R.C. 4729.01. 

Sale includes delivery, barter, exchange, transfer or gift, or offer thereof, and each 
transaction of those natures made by any person, whether as principal, proprietor, agent, 
servant or employee. 

Schedule I, Schedule II, Schedule III, Schedule IV and Schedule V mean controlled 
substance Schedules I, II, III, IV, and V respectively, established pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
3719.41, as amended pursuant to Ohio R.C. 3719.43 or 3719.44. 

Wholesaler means a person who, on official written orders other than prescriptions, 
supplies controlled substances that the person has not manufactured, produced or prepared 
personally and includes a "wholesale distributor of dangerous drugs" as defined in Ohio R.C. 
4729.01. (ORC 3719.01) 

Drug of abuse means any controlled substance as defined in subsection (b) hereof, any 
harmful intoxicant as defined in "harmful intoxicant" hereof and any dangerous drug as 
defined in "dangerous drug' hereof. (ORC 3719.011) 

Dangerous drug means any of the following: 

(1) Any drug to which either of the following applies: 
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A. Under the "Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act", 52 Stat. 1040 (1938), 21 
U.S.C.A. 301, as amended, the drug is required to bear a label containing the 
legend "Caution: Federal law prohibits dispensing without prescription" or 
"Caution: Federal law restricts this drug to use by or on the order of a licensed 
veterinarian" or any similar restrictive statement, or the drug may be 
dispensed only upon a prescription; 

B. Under Ohio R.C. Ch. 3715 or 3719, the drug may be dispensed only upon a 
prescription. 

(2) Any drug that contains a Schedule V narcotic drug and that is exempt from Ohio 
R.C. Ch. 3719 or to which that chapter does not apply; 

(3) Any drug intended for administration by injection into the human body other than 
through a natural orifice of the human body. (ORC 4729.02) 

Bulk amount of a controlled substance means any of the following: 

(1) For any compound, mixture, preparation, or substance included in Schedule I, 
Schedule II or Schedule III, with the exception of any controlled substance analog 
analogs, marihuana, cocaine, L.S.D., heroin, any fentanyl-related compound, and 
hashish and except as provided in subsection (s)(2), or (5), or (6) hereof, 
whichever of the following is applicable: 

A. An amount equal to or exceeding ten grams or 25 unit doses of a compound, 
mixture, preparation or substance that is or contains any amount of a Schedule 
I opiate or opium derivative; 

B. An amount equal to or exceeding ten grams of a compound, mixture, 
preparation or substance that is or contains any amount of raw or gum opium; 

C. An amount equal to or exceeding 30 grams or ten unit doses of a compound, 
mixture, preparation or substance that is or contains any amount of a Schedule 
I hallucinogen other than tetrahydrocannabinol, or lysergic acid amide, or a 
Schedule I stimulant or depressant; 

D. An amount equal to or exceeding 20 grams or five times the maximum daily 
dose in the usual dose range specified in a standard pharmaceutical reference 
manual of a compound, mixture, preparation or substance that is or contains 
any amount of a Schedule II opiate or opium derivative; 

E. An amount equal to or exceeding five grams or ten unit doses of a compound, 
mixture, preparation or substance that is or contains any amount of 
phencyclidine; 

F. An amount equal to or exceeding 120 grams or 30 times the maximum daily 
dose in the usual dose range specified in a standard pharmaceutical reference 
manual of a compound, mixture, preparation or substance that is or contains 
any amount of a Schedule II stimulant that is in a final dosage form 
manufactured by a person authorized by the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act, 52 Stat. 1040 (1938), 21 U.S.C.A. 301, as amended, and the Federal Drug 
Abuse Control laws as defined in Ohio R.C. 3719.01, that is or contains any 
amount of a Schedule II depressant substance or a Schedule II hallucinogenic 
substance; 

G. An amount equal to or exceeding three grams of a compound, mixture, 
preparation or substance that is or contains any amount of a Schedule II 
stimulant, or any of its salts or isomers, that is not in a final dosage form 
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manufactured by a person authorized by the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act and the Federal Drug Abuse Control laws; 

(2) An amount equal to or exceeding 120 grams or 30 times the maximum daily dose in 
the usual dose range specified in a standard pharmaceutical reference manual of a 
compound, mixture, preparation, or substance that is or contains any amount of a 
Schedule III or IV substance other than an anabolic steroid or a Schedule III opiate 
or opium derivative; 

(3) An amount equal to or exceeding 20 grams or five times the maximum daily dose in 
the usual dose range specified in a standard pharmaceutical reference manual of a 
compound, mixture, preparation, or substance that is or contains any amount of a 
Schedule III opiate or opium derivative; 

(4) An amount equal to or exceeding 250 milliliters or 250 grams of a compound, 
mixture, preparation or substance that is or contains any amount of a Schedule V 
substance. 

(5) An amount equal to or exceeding 200 solid dosage units, 16 grams or 16 milliliters 
of a compound, mixture, preparation or substance that is or contains any amount 
of a Schedule III anabolic steroid. 

(6) For any compound, mixture, preparation, or substance that is a combination of a 
fentanyl-related compound and any other compound, mixture, preparation, or 
substance included in schedule III, schedule IV, or schedule V, if the defendant is 
charged with a violation of section 2925.11 of the Revised Code and the sentencing 
provisions set forth in divisions (C)(10)(b) and (C)(11) of that section will not apply 
regarding the defendant and the violation, the bulk amount of the controlled 
substance for purposes of the violation is the amount specified in division (D)(1), 
(2), (3), (4), or (5) of this section for the other schedule III, IV, or V controlled 
substance that is combined with the fentanyl-related compound. 

Unit dose means an amount or unit of a compound, mixture or preparation containing a 
controlled substance, that is separately identifiable and in a form that indicates that it is the 
amount or unit by which the controlled substance is separately administered to or taken by 
an individual. 

Cultivate includes planting, watering, fertilizing or tilling. 

Drug abuse offense means any of the following: 

(1) A violation of Ohio R.C. 2925.02, 2925.03, 2925.04 to 2925.06, 2925.11, 2925.12, 
2925.13, 2925.22, 2925.23, 2925.31, 2925.32, 2925.36 or 2925.37; or a violation 
of Ohio R.C. 2913.02(A) that constitutes theft of drugs; 

(2) A violation of an existing or former law of this or any other state or of the United 
States, that is substantially equivalent to any section listed in subsection (1) 
hereof; 

(3) An offense under an existing or former law of this or any other state, or of the 
United States, of which planting, cultivating, harvesting, processing, making, 
manufacturing, producing, shipping, transporting, delivering, acquiring, possessing, 
storing, distributing, dispensing, selling, inducing another to use, administering to 
another, using or otherwise dealing with a controlled substance is an element; 

(4) A conspiracy or attempt to commit, or complicity in committing or attempting to 
commit any offense under subsection (1), (2) or (3) hereof. 
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Felony drug abuse offense means any drug abuse offense that would constitute a felony 
under the laws of this State, any other state or the United States. 

Harmful intoxicant does not include beer or intoxicating liquor, but means any of the 
following: 

(1) Any compound, mixture, preparation or substance the gas, fumes or vapor of which 
when inhaled can induce intoxication, excitement, giddiness, irrational behavior, 
depression, stupefaction, paralysis, unconsciousness, asphyxiation or other harmful 
physiological effects, and includes, but is not limited to, any of the following: 

A. Any volatile organic solvent, plastic cement, model cement, fingernail polish 
remover, lacquer thinner, cleaning fluid, gasoline, or other preparation 
containing a volatile organic solvent; 

B. Any aerosol propellant; 

C. Any fluorocarbon refrigerant; 

D. Any anesthetic gas. 

(2) Gamma Butyrolactone. 

(3) 1,4 Butanediol. 

Manufacture means to plant, cultivate, harvest, process, make, prepare or otherwise 
engage in any part of the production of a drug by propagation, extraction, chemical 
synthesis or compounding, or any combination of the same, and includes packaging, 
repackaging, labeling and other activities incident to production. 

Possess or possession means having control over a thing or substance but may not be 
inferred solely from mere access to the thing or substance through ownership or occupation 
of the premises upon which the thing or substance is found. 

Sample drug means a drug or pharmaceutical preparation that would be hazardous to 
health or safety if used without the supervision of a licensed health professional authorized 
to prescribe drugs, or a drug of abuse, and that, at one time, had been placed in a container 
plainly marked as a sample by a manufacturer. 

Standard pharmaceutical reference manual means the current edition, with cumulative 
changes if any, of references that are approved by the State Board of Pharmacy. 

Juvenile means a person under 18 years of age. 

School means any school operated by a board of education, any community school 
established under Ohio R.C. Ch. 3314, or any nonpublic school for which the State Board of 
Education prescribes minimum standards under Ohio R.C. 3301.07, whether or not any 
instruction, extracurricular activities or training provided by the school is being conducted at 
the time a criminal offense is committed. 

School premises means either of the following: 

(1) The parcel of real property on which any school is situated, whether or not any 
instruction, extracurricular activities or training provided by the school is being 
conducted on the premises at the time a criminal offense is committed; 

(2) Any other parcel of real property that is owned or leased by a board of education of 
a school, any community school established under Ohio R.C. Ch. 3314, or the 
governing body of a nonpublic school for which the State Board of Education 
prescribes minimum standards under Ohio R.C. 3301.07 and on which some of the 
instruction, extracurricular activities or training of the school is conducted, whether 
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or not any instruction, extracurricular activities or training provided by the school is 
being conducted on the parcel of real property at the time a criminal offense is 
committed. 

School building means any building in which any of the instruction, extracurricular 
activities or training provided by a school is conducted, whether or not any instruction, 
extracurricular activities or training provided by the school is being conducted in the school 
building at the time a criminal offense is committed. 

Counterfeit controlled substance means: 

(1) Any drug that bears, or whose container or label bears, a trademark, trade name or 
other identifying mark used without authorization of the owner of rights to that 
trademark, trade name or identifying mark; or 

(2) Any unmarked or unlabeled substance that is represented to be a controlled 
substance manufactured, processed, packed or distributed by a person other than 
the person that manufactured, processed, packed or distributed it; or 

(3) Any substance that is represented to be a controlled substance but is not a 
controlled substance or is a different controlled substance; or 

(4) Any substance other than a controlled substance that a reasonable person would 
believe to be a controlled substance because of its similarity in shape, size and 
color, or its marking, labeling, packaging, distribution or the price for which it is 
sold or offered for sale. 

An offense is committed in the vicinity of a school if the offender commits the offense 
on school premises, in a school building, or within 1,000 feet of the boundaries of any 
school premises, regardless of whether the offender knows the offense is being committed 
on school premises, in a school building, or within 1,000 feet of the boundaries of any 
school premises. 

An offense is committed in the vicinity of a juvenile if the offender commits the offense 
within 100 feet of a juvenile or within the view of a juvenile, regardless of whether the 
offender knows the age of the juvenile, whether the offender knows the offense is being 
committed within 100 feet of or within view of the juvenile, or whether the juvenile actually 
views the commission of the offense. 

Hashish means the resin or a preparation of the resin contained in marihuana, whether 
in solid form or in a liquid concentrate, liquid extract, or liquid distillate form. 

Public premises means any hotel, restaurant, tavern, store, arena, hall, or other place 
of public accommodation, business, amusement, or resort. 

Methamphetamine means methamphetamine, any salt, isomer, or salt of an isomer of 
methamphetamine, or any compound, mixture, preparation, or substance containing 
methamphetamine or any salt, isomer or salt of an isomer of methamphetamine. 

Lawful prescription means a prescription that is issued for a legitimate medical purpose 
by a licensed health professional authorized to prescribe drugs, that is not altered or forged, 
and that was not obtained by means of deception or by the commission of any theft offense. 

Deception and theft offense have the same meanings as in Ohio R.C. 2913.01. 
(ORC 2925.01) 

529.07 Open container prohibited. 

(a) As used in this section: 
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(1) Chauffeured limousine means a vehicle registered under Ohio R.C. 4503.24. 

(2) Street, highway and motor vehicle have the same meanings as in Ohio R.C. 
4511.01. 

(b) No person shall have in the person's possession an opened container of beer or 
intoxicating liquor in any of the following circumstances: 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (c)(1)E. hereof, in an agency store; 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (c) hereof, on the premises of the holder of any 
permit issued by the Division of Liquor Control; 

(3) In any other public place; 

(4) Except as provided in subsection (d) or (e) hereof, while operating or being a 
passenger in or on a motor vehicle on any street, highway or other public or private 
property open to the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking; 

(5) Except as provided in subsection (d) or (e) hereof, while being in or on a stationary 
motor vehicle on any street, highway or other public or private property open to 
the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking. 

(c) (1) A person may have in the person's possession an opened container of any of the 
following: 

A. Beer or intoxicating liquor that has been lawfully purchased for consumption on 
the premises where bought from the holder of an A-1-A, A-2, A-2(f), A-3a, D-
1, D-2, D-3, D-3a, D-4, D-4a, D-5, D-5a, D-5b, D-5c, D-5d, D-5e, D-5f, D-5g, 
D-5h, D-5i, D-5j, D-5k, D-5l, D-5m, D-5n, D-5o, D-7, D8, E, F, F-2, F-5, F-7 or 
F-8 permit; 

B. Beer, wine, or mixed beverages served for consumption on the premises by the 
holder of an F-3 permit, wine served as a tasting sample by an A-2 permit 
holder or S permit holder for consumption on the premises of a farmers market 
for which an F-10 permit has been issued, or wine served for consumption on 
the premises by the holder of an F-4 or F-6 permit; 

C. Beer or intoxicating liquor consumed on the premises of a convention facility as 
provided in Ohio R.C. 4303.201; 

D. Beer or intoxicating liquor to be consumed during tastings and samplings 
approved by rule of the Liquor Control Commission. 

E. Spirituous liquor to be consumed for purposes of a tasting sample, as defined in 
Ohio R.C. 4301.171. 

(2) A person may have in the person's possession on an F liquor permit premises an 
opened container of beer or intoxicating liquor that was not purchased from the 
holder of the F permit if the premises for which the F permit is issued is a music 
festival and the holder of the F permit grants permission for that possession on the 
premises during the period for which the F permit is issued. As used in this section, 
"music festival" means a series of outdoor live musical performances, extending for 
a period of at least three consecutive days and located on an area of land of at 
least forty acres. 

(3) A. A person may have in the person's possession on a D-2 liquor permit premises an 
opened or unopened container of wine that was not purchased from the holder 
of the D-2 permit if the premises for which the D-2 permit is issued is an 
outdoor performing arts center, the person is attending an orchestral 
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performance, and the holder of the D-2 permit grants permission for the 
possession and consumption of wine in certain predesignated areas of the 
premises during the period for which the D-2 permit is issued. 

B. As used in subsection (c)(3)A. of this section: 

1. "Orchestral performance" means a concert comprised of a group of not fewer 
than 40 musicians playing various musical instruments. 

2. "Outdoor performing arts center" means an outdoor performing arts center 
that is located on not less than 150 acres of land and that is open for 
performances from the first day of April to the last day of October of each 
year. 

(4) A person may have in the person's possession an opened or unopened container of 
beer or intoxicating liquor at an outdoor location at which the person is attending 
an orchestral performance as defined in subsection (c)(3)B.1. hereof if the person 
with supervision and control over the performance grants permission for the 
possession and consumption of beer or intoxicating liquor in certain predesignated 
areas of that outdoor location. 

(5) A person may have in the person's possession on an F-9 liquor permit premises an 
opened or unopened container of beer or intoxicating liquor that was not purchased 
from the holder of the F-9 permit if the person is attending either of the following: 

A. An orchestral performance and the F-9 permit holder grants permission for the 
possession and consumption of beer or intoxicating liquor in certain 
predesignated areas of the premises during the period for which the F-9 permit 
is issued; 

B. An outdoor performing arts event or orchestral performance that is free of 
charge and the F-9 permit holder annually hosts not less than 25 other events 
or performances that are free of charge on the permit premises. 

As used in subsection (c)(5) hereof, "orchestral performance" has the 
same meaning as in subsection (c)(3)B. of this section. 

(6) A. A person may have in the person's possession on the property of an outdoor 
motorsports facility an opened or unopened container of beer or intoxicating 
liquor that was not purchased from the owner of the facility if both of the 
following apply: 

1. The person is attending a racing event at the facility; and 

2. The owner of the facility grants permission for the possession and 
consumption of beer or intoxicating liquor on the property of the facility; 

B. As used in subsection (c)(6)A. of this section: 

1. "Racing event" means a motor vehicle racing event sanctioned by one or 
more motor racing sanctioning organizations. 

2. "Outdoor motorsports facility" means an outdoor racetrack to which all of 
the following apply: 

a. It is two and four-tenths miles or more in length. 

b. It is located on 200 acres or more of land. 

c. The primary business of the owner of the facility is the hosting and 
promoting of racing events. 
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d. The holder of a D-1, D-2 or D-3 permit is located on the property of the 
facility. 

(7) A. A person may have in the person's possession an opened container of beer or 
intoxicating liquor at an outdoor location within an outdoor refreshment area 
created under Ohio R.C. 4301.82, if the opened container of beer or 
intoxicating liquor was purchased from an A-1, A-1-A, A-1c, A-2, A-2f, D class, 
or F class a qualified permit holder to which both of the following apply: 

1. The permit holder's premises is located within the outdoor refreshment area. 

2. The permit held by the permit holder has an outdoor refreshment area 
designation. 

B. Subsection (c)(7) of this section does not authorize a person to do either of the 
following: 

1. Enter the premises of an establishment within an outdoor refreshment area 
while possessing an opened container of beer or intoxicating liquor 
acquired elsewhere; 

2. Possess an opened container of beer or intoxicating liquor while being in or 
on a motor vehicle within an outdoor refreshment area, unless the motor 
vehicle is stationary and is not being operated in a lane of vehicular travel 
or unless the possession is otherwise authorized under subsection (d) or 
(e) of this section. 

C. As used in division (c)(7_ of this section, “D class permit holder” does not 
include a D-6 or D-8 permit holder. 

(8) A. A person may have in the person's possession on the property of a market, 
within a defined F-8 permit premises, an opened container of beer or 
intoxicating liquor that was purchased from a D permit premises that is located 
immediately adjacent to the market if both of the following apply: 

1. The market grants permission for the possession and consumption of beer 
and intoxicating liquor within the defined F-8 permit premises; 

2. The market is hosting an event pursuant to an F-8 permit and the market 
has notified the Division of Liquor Control about the event in accordance 
with Ohio R.C. 4303.208(A)(3). 

B. As used in subsection (c)(8) of this section, market means a market, for which 
an F-8 permit is held, that has been in operation since 1860. 

(d) This section does not apply to a person who pays all or a portion of the fee imposed for 
the use of a chauffeured limousine pursuant to a prearranged contract, or the guest of 
such a person, when all of the following apply: 

(1) The person or guest is a passenger in the limousine; 

(2) The person or guest is located in the limousine, but is not occupying a seat in the 
front compartment of the limousine where the operator of the limousine is located; 

(3) The limousine is located on any street, highway, or other public or private property 
open to the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking. 

(e) An opened bottle of wine that was purchased from the holder of a permit that authorizes 
the sale of wine for consumption on the premises where sold is not an opened container 
for the purposes of this section if both of the following apply: 
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(1) The opened bottle of wine is securely resealed by the permit holder or an employee 
of the permit holder before the bottle is removed from the premises. The bottle 
shall be secured in such a manner that it is visibly apparent if the bottle has been 
subsequently opened or tampered with. 

(2) The opened bottle of wine that is resealed in accordance with subsection (e)(1) of 
this section is stored in the trunk of a motor vehicle or, if the motor vehicle does 
not have a trunk, behind the last upright seat or in an area not normally occupied 
by the driver or passengers and not easily accessible by the driver. 

(f) (1) Except if an ordinance or resolution is enacted or adopted under subsection (f)(2) of 
this section, this section does not apply to a person who, pursuant to a prearranged 
contract, is a passenger riding on a commercial quadricycle when all of the 
following apply: 

A. The person is not occupying a seat in the front of the commercial quadricycle 
where the operator is steering or braking. 

B. The commercial quadricycle is being operated on a street, highway or other 
public or private property open to the public for purposes of vehicular travel or 
parking. 

C. The person has in their possession on the commercial quadricycle an opened 
container of beer or wine. 

D. The person has in their possession on the commercial quadricycle not more than 
either 36 ounces of beer or 18 ounces of wine. 

(2) The legislative authority of a municipal corporation or township may enact an 
ordinance or adopt a resolution, as applicable, that prohibits a passenger riding on 
a commercial quadricycle from possessing an opened container or beer or wine. 

(3) As used in this section, "commercial quadricycle" means a vehicle that has fully-
operative pedals for propulsion entirely by human power and that meets all of the 
following requirements: 

A. It has four wheels and is operated in a manner similar to a bicycle. 

B. It has at least five seats for passengers. 

C. It is designed to be powered by the pedaling of the operator and the passengers. 

D. It is used for commercial purposes. 

E. It is operated by the vehicle owner or an employee of the owner. 

(g) This section does not apply to a person that has in the person's possession an opened 
container of beer or intoxicating liquor on the premises of a market if the beer or 
intoxicating liquor has been purchased from a D liquor permit holder that is located in 
the market. 

As used in subsection (g) of this section, "market" means an establishment that: 

(1) Leases space in the market to individual vendors, not less than 50 percent of which 
are retail food establishments or food service operations licensed under Ohio R.C. 
Chapter 3717; 

(2) Has an indoor sales floor area of not less than 22,000 square feet; 

(3) Hosts a farmer's market on each Saturday from April through December. (ORC 
4301.62) 
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(h) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor (ORC 
4301.99(A)) 

533.04 Sexual imposition. 

(a) No person shall have sexual contact with another, not the spouse of the offender; cause 
another, not the spouse of the offender, to have sexual contact with the offender; or 
cause two or more persons to have sexual contact when any of the following applies: 

(1) The offender knows that the sexual contact is offensive to the other person, or one 
of the other persons, or is reckless in that regard. 

(2) The offender knows that the other person's or one of the other person's ability to 
appraise the nature of or control the offender's or touching person's conduct is 
substantially impaired. 

(3) The offender knows that the other person or one of the other persons submits 
because of being unaware of the sexual contact. 

(4) The other person or one of the other persons is 13 years of age or older but less 
than 16 years of age, whether or not the offender knows the age of such person, 
and the offender is at least 18 years of age and four or more years older than such 
other person. 

(5) The offender is a mental health professional, the other person or one of the other 
persons is a mental health client or patient of the offender, and the offender 
induces the other person who is the client or patient to submit by falsely 
representing to the other person who is the client or patient that the sexual contact 
is necessary for mental health treatment purposes. 

(b) No person shall be convicted of a violation of this section solely upon the victim's 
testimony unsupported by other evidence. 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of sexual imposition, a misdemeanor 
of the third degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded 
guilty to a violation of Ohio R.C. 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, 2907.05, 2907.06 
or former section 2907.12, or a substantially similar municipal ordinance, a 
violation of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or more violations 
of this section or section 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04, or 2907.05, or former 
section 2907.12 of the Revised Code, or of any combination of those sections, 
a violation of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree and, 
notwithstanding the range of jail terms prescribed in section 2929.24 of the 
Revised Code, the court may impose on the offender a definite jail term of not 
more than one year. (ORC 2907.06) 

533.07 Public indecency. 

(a) No person shall recklessly do any of the following, under circumstances in which the 
person's conduct is likely to be viewed by and affront others, who are in the person's 
physical proximity and who are not members of the person's household: 

(1) Expose the person's private parts; 

(2) Engage in sexual conduct or masturbation; 
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(3) Engage in conduct that to an ordinary observer would appear to be sexual conduct 
or masturbation. 

(b) No person shall knowingly do any of the following, under circumstances in which the 
person's conduct is likely to be viewed by and affront another person who is in the 
person’s physical proximity, who is a minor, and who is not the spouse of the offender, 
and who resides in the person's household: 

(1) Engage in masturbation; 

(2) Engage in sexual conduct; 

(3) Engage in conduct that to an ordinary observer would appear to be sexual conduct 
or masturbation; 

(4) Expose the person's private parts with the purpose of personal sexual arousal or 
gratification or to lure the minor into sexual activity. 

(c) (1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of public indecency and shall be punished as 
provided in subsections (c)(2), (3), (4) and (5) of this section. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c)(2) of this section, a violation of 
subsection (a)(1) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one violation of this 
section, a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section is a misdemeanor of the 
third degree or, if any person who was likely to view and be affronted by the 
offender's conduct was a minor, a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two violations of this 
section, a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section is a misdemeanor of the 
second degree or, if any person who was likely to view and be affronted by the 
offender's conduct was a minor, a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or more violations of 
this section, a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section is a misdemeanor of the 
first degree or, if any person who was likely to view and be affronted by the 
offender's conduct was a minor, a felony which shall be prosecuted under 
appropriate state law. 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c)(3) of this section, a violation of 
subsection (a)(2) or (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the third degree. If the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one violation of this 
section, a violation of subsection (a)(2) or (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of 
the second degree or, if any person who was likely to view and be affronted by the 
offender's conduct was a minor, a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations of this 
section, a violation of subsection (a)(2) or (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of 
the first degree or, if any person who was likely to view and be affronted by the 
offender's conduct was a minor, a felony which shall be prosecuted under 
appropriate state law. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c)(4) of this section, a violation of 
subsection (b)(1), (2) or (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. 
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one violation of 
this section, a violation of subsection (b)(1), (2) or (3) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of or 
pleaded guilty to two or more violations of this section, a violation of subsection 
(b)(1), (2) or (3) of this section is a felony and shall be prosecuted under 
appropriate state law. 
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(5) A violation of subsection (b)(4) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first 
degree unless the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty 
to any violation of this section in which case the violation is a felony and shall 
be prosecuted under appropriate state law. (ORC 2907.09) 

537.16 Illegal distribution of cigarettes, other tobacco products, or alternate 
nicotine products. 

(a) As used in this section: 

(1) Age verification means a service provided by an independent third party (other than 
a manufacturer, producer, distributor, wholesaler, or retailer of cigarettes, other 
tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, or papers used to roll cigarettes) 
that compares information available from a commercially available database, or 
aggregate of databases, that regularly are used by government and businesses for 
the purpose of age and identity verification to personal information provided during 
an internet sale or other remote method of sale to establish that the purchaser is 
21 18 years of age or older. 

(2) A. Alternative nicotine product means, subject to subsection (a)(2)B. of this section, 
an electronic cigarette smoking device, vapor product, or any other product or 
device that consists of or contains nicotine that can be ingested into the body 
by any means, including, but not limited to, chewing, smoking, absorbing, 
dissolving or inhaling. 

B. Alternative nicotine product does not include any of the following: 

1. Any cigarette or other tobacco product; 

2. Any product that is a "drug" as that term is defined in 21 U.S.C. 321(g)(1); 

3. Any product that is a "device" as that term is defined in 21 U.S.C. 321(h); 

4. Any product that is a "combination product" as described in 21 U.S.C. 
353(g). 

(3) Child has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2151.011. 

(4) Cigarette includes clove cigarettes and hand-rolled cigarettes. 

(5) (4) Distribute means to furnish, give, or provide cigarettes, other tobacco products, 
alternative nicotine products, or papers used to roll cigarettes to the ultimate 
consumer of the cigarettes, other tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, 
or papers used to roll cigarettes. 

(6) (5) A. Electronic smoking device cigarette means, subject to subsection (a)(6)B. of 
this section, any electronic product or device that produces a vapor that 
delivers any device that can be used to deliver aerosolized or vaporized 
nicotine or any other substance to the person inhaling from the device to 
simulate smoking and that is likely to be offered to or purchased by consumers 
as including an electronic cigarette, electronic cigar, electronic hookah, vaping 
pen, cigarillo or electronic pipe. “Electronic smoking device” includes any 
component, part, or accessory of such a device, whether or not sold 
separately, and includes any substance intended to be aerosolized or vaporized 
during the use of the device. “Electronic smoking device” does not include any 
product that is a drug, device, or combination product, as those terms are 
defined or described in 21 U.S.C. 321 and 353(g). 
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B. Electronic cigarette does not include any item, product or device described in 
subsections (a)(2)B.1. to 4. of this section. 

(7) (6) Proof of age means a driver's license, a commercial driver's license, a military 
identification card, a passport, or an identification card issued under Ohio R.C. 
4507.50 to 4507.52 that shows that a person is 18 years of age or older. 

(8) (7) Tobacco product means any product that is made or derived from tobacco or 
that contains any form of nicotine, if it is intended for human consumption or is 
likely to be consumed, whether smoked, heated, chewed, absorbed, dissolved, 
inhaled, or ingested by any other means, including, but not limited to, a cigarette, 
an electronic smoking device, a cigar, pipe tobacco, chewing tobacco or snuff, or 
snus. “Tobacco product” also means any component or accessory used in the 
consumption of a tobacco product, such as filters, rolling papers, pipes, blunt or 
hemp wraps, and liquids used in electronic smoking devices, whether or not they 
contain nicotine. “Tobacco product” does not include any product that is a drug, 
device, or combination product, as those terms are defined or described in 21 
U.S.C. 321 and 353(g).. 

(8) “Vapor product” means a product, other than a cigarette or other tobacco product 
as defined in Chapter 5743. of the Revised Code, that contains or is made or 
derived from nicotine and that is intended and marketed for human consumption, 
including by smoking, inhaling, snorting, or sniffing. “Vapor product” includes any 
component, part, or additive that is intended for use in an electronic smoking 
device, a mechanical heating element, battery, or electronic circuit and is used to 
deliver the product. “Vapor product” does not include any product that is a drug, 
device, or combination product, as those terms are defined or described in 21 
U.S.C. 321 and 353(g). “Vapor product” includes any product containing nicotine, 
regardless of concentration. 

(9) Vending machine has the same meaning as "coin machine" in Ohio R.C. 2913.01. 

(b) No manufacturer, producer, distributor, wholesaler, or retailer of cigarettes, other 
tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, or papers used to roll cigarettes, no 
agent, employee, or representative of a manufacturer, producer, distributor, 
wholesaler, or retailer of cigarettes, other tobacco products, alternative nicotine 
products, or papers used to roll cigarettes, and no other person shall do any of the 
following: 

(1) Give, sell or otherwise distribute cigarettes, other tobacco products, alternative 
nicotine products, or papers used to roll cigarettes to any child person under 
twenty-one years of age; 

(2) Give away, sell or distribute cigarettes, other tobacco products, alternative nicotine 
products, or papers used to roll cigarettes in any place that does not have posted in 
a conspicuous place a legibly printed sign in letters at least one-half inch high 
stating that giving, selling or otherwise distributing cigarettes, other tobacco 
products, alternative nicotine products, or papers used to roll cigarettes to a person 
under 21 18 years of age is prohibited by law; 

(3) Knowingly furnish any false information regarding the name, age or other 
identification of any child person under 21 years of agewith purpose to obtain 
cigarettes, other tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, or papers used to 
roll cigarettes for that child person; 
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(4) Manufacture, sell or distribute in this state any pack or other container of cigarettes 
containing fewer than 20 cigarettes or any package of roll-your-own tobacco 
containing less than six-tenths of one ounce of tobacco; 

(5) Sell cigarettes or alternative nicotine products in a smaller quantity than that placed 
in the pack or other container by the manufacturer; 

(6) Give, sell or otherwise distribute alternative nicotine products, papers used to roll 
cigarettes, or tobacco products other than cigarettes over the internet or through 
another remote method without age verification. 

(c) No person shall sell or offer to sell cigarettes, other tobacco products or alternative 
nicotine products by or from a vending machine, except in the following locations: 

(1) An area within a factory, business, office, or other place not open to the general 
public; 

(2) An area to which children persons under 21 years of age are not generally permitted 
access; 

(3) Any other place not identified in subsection (c)(1) or (2) of this section, upon all of 
the following conditions: 

A. The vending machine is located within the immediate vicinity, plain view, and 
control of the person who owns or operates the place, or an employee of that 
person, so that all cigarettes, other tobacco product and alternative nicotine 
product purchases from the vending machine will be readily observed by the 
person who owns or operates the place or an employee of that person. For the 
purpose of this section, a vending machine located in any unmonitored area, 
including an unmonitored coatroom, restroom, hallway or outer-waiting area, 
shall not be considered located within the immediate vicinity, plain view, and 
control of the person who owns or operates the place, or an employee of that 
person. 

B. The vending machine is inaccessible to the public when the place is closed. 

(c) A clearly visible notice is posted in the area where the vending machine is 
located that states the following in letters that are legibly printed and at least 
one-half inch high: 

“It is illegal for any person under the age of 21 to purchase tobacco or alternative 
nicotine products.” 

(d) The following are affirmative defenses to a charge under subsection (b)(1) of this 
section: 

(1) The child person under 21 years of age was accompanied by a parent, spouse who 
is 18 21 years of age or older, or legal guardian of the child person under 21 years 
of age. 

(2) The person who gave, sold or distributed cigarettes, other tobacco products, 
alternative nicotine products, or papers used to roll cigarettes to a child person 
under 21 years of age under subsection (b)(1) of this section is a parent, spouse 
who is 18  21 years of age or older, or legal guardian of the child person under 21 
years of age. 

(e) It is not a violation of subsection (b)(1) or (2) of this section for a person to give or 
otherwise distribute to a child person under 21 years of age cigarettes, other tobacco 
products, alternative nicotine products or papers used to roll cigarettes while the child 



20-O-716 Exhibit B 
 

Codifier: Added material is underlined, deleted material is struck through. 

person under 21 years of age is participating in a research protocol if all of the following 
apply: 

(1) The parent, guardian or legal custodian of the child person under 21 years of age 
has consented in writing to the child participating in the research protocol; 

(2) An institutional human subjects protection review board, or an equivalent entity, 
has approved the research protocol; 

(3) The child person under 21 years of age is participating in the research protocol at 
the facility or location specified in the research protocol. 

(f) (1) Whoever violates subsection (b)(1), (2), (4), (5) or (6) or (c) of this section is guilty 
of illegal distribution of cigarettes, other tobacco products, or alternative nicotine 
products. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, illegal distribution of 
cigarettes, other tobacco products, or alternative nicotine products is a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of 
a violation of subsection (b)(1), (2), (4), (5) or (6) or (c) of this section, illegal 
distribution of cigarettes, other tobacco products, or alternative nicotine products is 
a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (b)(3) of this section is guilty of permitting children to 
use cigarettes, other tobacco products, or alternative nicotine products. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, permitting children a person under 21 years 
of age to use cigarettes, other tobacco products, or alternative nicotine products is 
a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If the offender previously has been convicted 
of a violation of subsection (b)(3) of this section, permitting children a person 
under 21 years of age to use cigarettes, other tobacco products, or alternative 
nicotine products is a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

(g) Any cigarettes, other tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, or 
papers used to roll cigarettes that are given, sold or otherwise distributed to a 
child person under 21 years of age in violation of this section and that are 
used, possessed, purchased or received by a child person under 21 years of 
age in violation of Ohio R.C. 2151.87 are subject to seizure and forfeiture as 
contraband under Ohio R.C. Chapter 2981. (ORC 2927.02) 

545.10 Misuse of credit cards. 

(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Practice deception for the purpose of procuring the issuance of a credit card, when a 
credit card is issued in actual reliance thereon; 

(2) Knowingly buy or sell a credit card from or to a person other than the issuer. 

(3) As an officer, employee, or appointee of a political subdivision or as a public servant 
as defined under section 2921.01 of the Revised Code, knowingly misuse a credit 
card account held by a political subdivision. 

(b) No person, with purpose to defraud, shall do any of the following: 

(1) Obtain control over a credit card as security for a debt; 

(2) Obtain property or services by the use of a credit card, in one or more transactions, 
knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the card has expired or been 
revoked, or was obtained, is retained or is being used in violation of law; 
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(3) Furnish property or services upon presentation of a credit card, knowing that the 
card is being used in violation of law; 

(4) Represent or cause to be represented to the issuer of a credit card that property or 
services have been furnished, knowing that the representation is false. 

(c) No person, with purpose to violate this section, shall receive, possess, control or dispose 
of a credit card. 

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of misuse of credit cards, a misdemeanor of the 
first degree. Misuse of credit cards is a felony and shall be prosecuted under 
appropriate State law if: 

(1) The cumulative retail value of the property and services involved in one or more 
violations of subsection (b)(2), (3) or (4) hereof, which violations involve one or 
more credit card accounts and occur within a period of 90 consecutive days 
commencing on the date of the first violation, is one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) 
or more; or 

(2) The victim of the offense is an elderly person or disabled adult and the 
offense involves a violation of subsection (b)(1) or (2) hereof. In addition to 
any other penalty imposed under division (D)(4) of this section, the offender 
shall be required to pay full restitution to the victim and to pay a fine of up to 
fifty thousand dollars. The clerk of court shall forward all fines collected under 
division (D)(4) of this section to the county department of job and family 
services to be used for the reporting and investigation of elder abuse, neglect, 
and exploitation or for the provision or arrangement of protective services 
under sections 5101.61 to 5101.71 of the Revised Code.( ORC 2913.21) 

545.15 Securing writings by deception. 

(a) No person, by deception, shall cause another to execute any writing that disposes of or 
encumbers property, or by which a pecuniary obligation is incurred. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of securing writings by deception, a misdemeanor 
of the first degree. Securing writings by deception is a felony and shall be prosecuted 
under appropriate State law if: 

(1) The value of the property or obligation involved is one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) 
or more; or 

(2) The victim of the offense is an elderly person, disabled adult, active duty service 
member or spouse of an active duty service member. If the victim of the offense is an 
elderly person, in addition to any other penalty imposed for the offense, the offender shall 
be required to pay full restitution to the victim and to pay a fine of up to fifty thousand 
dollars. The clerk of court shall forward all fines collected under division (B)(3) of this 
section to the county department of job and family services to be used for the reporting and 
investigation of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation or for the provision or arrangement of 
protective services under sections 5101.61 to 5101.71 of the Revised Code.( ORC 2913.43) 

545.20 Forgery of identification cards. 

(a) No person shall knowingly do either of the following: 
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(1) Forge an identification card. 

(2) Sell or otherwise distribute a card that purports to be an identification card, knowing 
it to have been forged. 

(3) As used in this section, "identification card" means a card that includes personal 
information or characteristics of an individual, a purpose of which is to establish the 
identity of the bearer described on the card, whether the words "identity," 
"identification," "identification card" or other similar words appear on the card. 

(b) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of forging identification cards or selling 
or distributing forged identification cards. Except as otherwise provided in this 
subsection, forging or selling or distributing forged identification cards is a misdemeanor 
of the first degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of a violation of this 
section or Ohio R.C. 2913.31 (B), forging identification cards or selling or distributing 
forged identification cards is a misdemeanor of the first degree and, in addition, the 
court shall impose upon the offender a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars 
($250.00).  

If the victim of a violation of division (B) of this section is an elderly person, division 
(C)(2)(b) of this section applies to the offense. In addition to any other penalty 
imposed for the offense under division (C)(2)(a) of this section, whoever violates 
division (B) of this section shall be required to pay full restitution to the victim and 
to pay a fine of up to fifty thousand dollars. The clerk of court shall forward all fines 
collected under division (C)(2)(b) of this section to the county department of job 
and family services to be used for the reporting and investigation of elder abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation or for the provision or arrangement of protective services 
under sections 5101.61 to 5101.71 of the Revised Code. (ORC 2913.31) 

549.01 Definitions. 

(f) Sawed-off firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle 
with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long 
overall. “Sawed-off firearm” does not include any firearm with an overall length of 
at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of alcohol, 
tobacco, firearms, and explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 
1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is found by the bureau not to be regulated 
under the “National Firearms Act,” 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(l) Dangerous ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, 
and regardless of its actual age, which employs a percussion cap or other 
obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including 
a military weapon as issued or as modified, and the ammunition for that 
weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a 
type in accepted use prior to 1887, has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or 
other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(4) Black powder, priming quills and percussion caps possessed and lawfully used 
to fire a cannon of a type defined in subsection (l)(3) hereof during displays, 
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celebrations, organized matches or shoots, and target practice, and smokeless 
and black powder, primers and percussion caps possessed and lawfully used as 
a propellant or ignition device in small-arms or small-arms ammunition; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered
operable or activated, and which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or
museum piece.

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive
device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18
U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale
by the federal bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and explosives under the “Gun Control 
Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is found by the bureau not to be 
regulated under the “National Firearms Act,” 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 

(a) No person shall do any of the following:

(1) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell or furnish to any person other than a law
enforcement agency for authorized use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus,
billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity knife or
similar weapon;

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require
the transferee to exhibit such identification, license or permit showing the
transferee him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and
forthwith forward a copy of such record to the sheriff of the county or safety
director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of
any firearm or dangerous ordnance in such person's possession or under his
control.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of
subsections (a)(1) or (2) hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of
subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. (ORC 2923.20)


