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CITY OF HAWAIIAN GARDENS

ORDINANCE NO. 291

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWAI !AN GARDENS 
AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE BY REPEALING SECTIONS 9.52.010 THROUGH 
9.52.050 AND ADDING SECTIONS 9.52.010 THROUGH 9.52.090 TO CHAPTER 
9.52 RELATING TO FORTUNE TELLING REGULATIONS AND DECLARING THIS TO 
BE ANUJIGENCY ORDINANCE TO TAKE EFFECT IMMMEDIATELY.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWAIIAN GARDENS DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Sections 9.52.020, 9.52.020, 9.52.030, 9.52.040, and 9.52.050 
are hereby repealed.

SECTION 2. Chapter 9.52 of the Hawaiian Gardens Municipal Code is
hereby amend to read in its entirety as follows:

"Section 9.52.020 Fortune Telling-Definitions

(a) "Counc i 111 sha 11 mean the City Counc i l.

(b) "For Pay" shal 1 mean for a fee, reward, donation, Joan or receipt 
if anything of value.

(c) "Fortune-telling" shall mean telling of fortunes, forecasting 
of futures, or furnishing of any information not otherwise 
obtainable by the ordinary process of knowledge, by means 
of any occult, physic power, faculty, force, clairvoyance, 
clairaudience, cartomancy, psychology, psychometry, phrenology, 
spirits, tea leaves or other such reading, mediumship, seership, 
prophecy, augury, astrology, palmistry, necromancy, mind-reading, 
telephathy, or other craft art, science, cards, talisman, charm, 
potion, magnetism, magnetized article or substance, gypsy cunning 
or foresignt, crystal gazing, oriental mysteries or magic,. of 
any kind or nature.

Section 9.52.020 PERMIT AND COMPLMNCE WITH CONDITIONS REQUIRED.

(a) No person shall conduct, engage in, carry on, participate
· - in, or practice fortune-te 11 i ng or cause the same to be done for pay

without having first obtained a permit from the Council and without 
having posted and maintained in full force and effect a surety bond 
as required in Section 9.52.060.

(b) No person shall violate any of the terms ~nd conditions
of a permit issued pursuant to this Chapter nor any of the regulations
and provisions within this Chapter. Each day such a violation or
violations occur shall constitute a separate offense.
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SECTION 9.52.030 - PERMIT APPLICATION

Every natural person who, for pay, actively conducts, engages
in, carries on, or practices fortune-telling shall file a separate
verified application for a permit with the City Clerk; The application
shall contain:

(a) The name, home and business address, and home and business
phone number of the applicant.

(b) The record of conviction for violations of the law, excluding
minor traffic violations.

(c) The fingerprints of the applicant on a form provided by
the Sheriff's Department.

(d) The address, city and state, and the approximate dates where
and when the applicant practiced a similar business, either alone 
or in conjunction with others.

SECTION 9.52.040 - INVESTIGATION

Upon the filing of the application, it shall be referred by the 
City Clerk to the Sheriff's Department for investigation, report and
recommendation. The investigation shall be conducted to verify the 
facts contained in the application and any supporting data. The investigation
shall be completed and a report and recommendation made in writing 
to the Counci I within fourteen (14) days after the filing of the application, 
unless the application requests or consents to an extension of the
time period. If the report recommends denial of the permit to the
applicant, the grounds for the recommended denial shall be set forth. 
At the time of the filing of the report and recommendation with the 
Council, a copy thereof shall be served personally or by certified 
mail by the City Clerk on the applicant, accompanied by a notice to 
the applicant,who may request to be heard when the Council considers 
the application and report.

SECTION 9.52.050 - HEARING AND DECISION BY THE COUNCIL.

(a) The Council shall consider' the application and the report 
and recommendation at a hearing held at a regularly scheduled meeting 
on or before the fourteenth (14th) day after the fi 1 ing of the report 
and recommendation referred to ·in Section 9.52.060.

(b) Notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given
to all parties by the City Clerk at least three (3) days prior to
the hearing.

(c) Any interested party shall be heard upon a reasonable request.

(d) City shall have the burden of proof to show the permit shall
be denied.
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SECTION 9.52.050 - HEARING AND DECISION BY THE COUNCIL (CONTINUED)

(e) The decision of the Council to grant or deny the permit
shall be in writing, and if adverse to the applicant, shall contain 
findings of fact and a determination of the issues presented.

(f) Unless the applicant agrees in writing to an extension of
time, the Council shall make its order denying or granting the application 
within twenty-four (24) hours after completion of the hearing on the 
application for a permit and shall notify the applicant of its action 
by personal service or certified mail.

(g) Any member of the Council who is absent from .the hearing
or has not read or heard the record of the proceedings shall not vote
on the decision.

SECTION 9.52.060 - ISSUANCE OF PERMIT.

(a) The Council shall approve the issuance of the permit if
they find:

(1) All the information contained in the application and 
supporting data is true.

(2) The applicant has not, within the previous six (6) months, 
been convicted of any violation of this Chapter or any law relating 
to fraud or moral turpitude.

(3) The applicant appeared in person at the hearing.

(4) The applicant agrees to abide by and comply with all 
conditions of the permit and this Chapter.

(b) The Council shall deny the permit only if it cannot make 
each of the findings set forth above.

(c) If the Council approves the permit, the City Finance Officer
shall thereafter issue the permit when:

(1) The fee required by Section 9.52.090 has been paid.

(2) The applicant has posted with the City Clerk, surety 
bond in the principal sum amount of $10,000.00 executed as surety 
by a good and sufficient corporate surety authorized to do a 
surety business in the State of California and as a principal
by the applicant. The form of the bond shall have been approved
by the City Attorney and shall have been given to insure good-faith 
and fair dealing on the part of the applicant and as a guarantee
of indemnity for any and all loss, damage, theft, or other unfair 
dealing suffered by any patron of the applicant within the City 
during the term of the permit.

(d) The term of the permit shall be for no more than the term
of a regular business tax certificate. A renewal application shall
be filed no later than thirty (30).days prior to the expiration of. . ·
the permit and shall be processed 1n the same manner as a new appl1cat1on. 
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SECTION 9.52.070 - PERMIT REVOCATION

Upon the discovery of any false or misleading statement in the 
application or any misrepresentation by the applicant in procuring 
the permit or upon the termination of the bond requiredhereunder or 
upon the termination of the bond required hereunder or upon the applicant's 
violation of any provision of this Chapter, the Council may conduct 
a hearing upon five (5) days written notice to the applicant to determine 
whether the permit should be revoked.

SECTION 9.52.080 - EXCEPTIONS

(a) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any person 
solely by reason of the fact that he or she is engaged in the business 
of entertaining the public by demonstrations of mindreading, mental 
telepathy, thought conveyance, or the giving of horoscopic readings, 
at public places and in the presence of and within the hearing of 
other persons and at which no questions are answered, as part of such 
entertainment, except in a manner to permit all persons present at 
such place to hear such answers.

(b) No person shall be required to pay any fee or take out any
permit for conducting or participating in any religious ceremony or 
service when such person holds a certificate of ordination as a minister, 
missionary, medium, healer, or clairvoyant, hereinafter collectively 
referred to as minister, from any bona fide church or religious association 
maintaining a church and holding regular services and having a creed 
or set of religious principles that is recognized by all churches 
of like faith; provided that:

(1) Except as provided in (3) hereof, the fees, gratuities, 
emoluments, and profits thereof shall be regularly accounted for and 
paid solely to or for the benefit of the bona fide church or religious 
association, as defined in this subsection (b).

(2) The minister holding a certificate of ordination from 
such bona fide church or religious association, as defined in this 
subsection (b), shall file with the City Clerk a certified copy of 
the minister's certificate of ordination with the minister's name, 
age, street address, and phone number in this City where the activity 
set forth in this subsection (b) is to be conducted.

(3) Such bona fide church or religious association, as defined
in this subsection (b), may pay to its ministers a salary or compensation
based upon a percentage basis, pursuant to an agreement between the 
church and the minister which is embodied in a resolution and transcribed 
in the minutes of such church or religious association.

SECTION 9.52.090 - PERMIT FEE

The permit fee for Fortune Telling permit shall be Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00) per year for each Fortune Teller.
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SECTION 9.52.100 - ZONING

Fortune-telling shall be permitted in a Commercial Zone only.

SECTION 9.52.110 - SEVERABILITY

If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, or phrase
of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or otherwise 
invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions
of this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed
this Ordinance and each section, subdivision, sentence, clause, and phrase 
thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections,
subdivisions, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitutional.

SECTION 3. URGENCY ORDINANCE. This ordinance is hereby adopted and passed 
as an urgency ordinance pursuant to the provisions of Section 36934 and 36937 
(b) of the Government Code of California upon the following findings and determinations 
of the City Council:

1. The existing ordinance regulating fortune telling is uncertain 
as to its enforceability and the Supreme Court of California has a similar 
ordinance pending determination as to its validity.

2. A determination by the Supreme Court that ordinances prohibiting
fortune telling is invalid would result in the City of Hawaiian Gardens 
without regulation, review or control over the time, place and circumstances 
of the practice of fortune telling, in lieu of prohibiting such practice,
is necessary to preserve the health, safety and general welfare of the
citizens of Hawaiian Gardens. This ordinance is necessary to provide
for the processing and issuance of permits in an orderly and regulated 
manner, it is urgent that applications for said permits be properly reviewed 
and investigated prior to the issuance thereof and the failure to provide
such process constitutes a threat to the public health, safety and welfare
of the citizens of Hawaiian Garddens. Therefore, this ordinance shall
take effect immediately.

SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this ordinance
and cause it to be published as required by law.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
ON THE 13TH DAY OF AUGUST, 1985 •

ATTEST:

THE CITY OF HAWAIIAN GARDENS 

Ji?~ Q( Q&\.a.u~ 
MAYOR ~
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES~ )
CITY OF HAWAIIAN GARDENS)

SS

I, Carol J. Oorfmeyer, City Clerk of the City of Hawaiian Gardens do hereby 
certify that Ordinance No. 291 was duly and regularly passed and adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Hawaiian Gardens on the 13th day of August, 
1985, by the follow.ing roll call vote, and as the same appears on file and 
of record in the office of the City Clerk. 

AYES: Vineyard, Myers, Furgeson, Sher, Cabrera 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5 C.C.P.}

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Los Angeles,

I am a citizen of the United States and a resi· 
dent of the County aforesaid; I am over the 
age of eighteen years, and not a party to or 
interested in the above-entitled matter. I am 
the principal clerk of the printer of the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram, a newspaper of general 
circulation, printed and published 5 times each 
week in the City of Long Beach, County of Los 
Angeles, and which newspaper has been ad 
judged a newspaper of general circulation by 
the Superior Court of the County of Los An 
geles, State of California, under the date of
March 21, 1934.

Case Number 370512; that the notice, of which 
the annexed is a printed copy (set in type not 
smaller than nonpareil), has been published in 
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper 
and not in any supplement thereof on the fol· 
lowing dates, to-wit:

AUl!US t 210

all in the year 19__8~

I certify (or declare} under penalty of perjury
that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Long Beach, California, this -·--
2 ls t

------------- day of

PRESS-TELEGRAM
Legal Advertising Department 

604 Pine Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90844

435-1161 Extension 208

2.5oo-No. 3~A$SIFIEO

Ad 344240 $32.98

This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp

Proof of Publication of

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF HAWAIIAN GARDENS
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SECl'ION ....... -Pl!BMITFBE .. ----

The permit fee for Fortune Telling permit abaJ.I be Five Huached 
Pollan {'500.00) per yw for each Fortune TeUer.

SF.Cl'JON 9.SZ.100 -ZONING
Fortune-telling shall be permitted in a Commercial 1.one OG!y.

SF.CI'lON 9.52.110-S£\'EIWUUTY
If any~section, aubaection. aubdi~ aent.ence, ~ or

phrue 9 f thiil Ordinance ia fw any l'eailOll hel6 to be UDtODBdtutional
or otherwise iDValid. such decision shall not affect the validity ol tlte
iemaining portion;8 of this Ordinanoe. The City Council hereby dee
1are8 Uuit It would have P1111!91i lhia Qrdiunce ~ ~ 1eCt.ion, 
subdiviaion, aentenee, clause, IJld phrase theteof, irrellpecbVe of the
fact that any one or ~ eectiom, aubeectiom, aubdiviaklnl. llJl·
tenoes, clausesorphnN& be dedand ~

SECTION 3. URGENCY OflDINANCB. Thill ordinance it here
adopted and )l8ased n an UJgeney otdimce pUm,laDt to. \M
siona of Section 3693' and 36937 (b) of the ~ant COde.
California upon the follll'lriDg findings And deWminatkma ol tbe C1tyl
Cooncil:. I. The eli:&ting ordiname regulaUns: fortune tellinl

is uncertain a to ita enforceability and the Supmne Coon
of ClllifunUa ha& a 6.imilu ocdinance ptDdlDg diatenaination.
88 ta ita validity. _...1:-.

2. A detsmllnot!on..,. the Supnme Court !bot~
rohibiting (orb.me ~ ia invalid would tietult in

::Cify of Hawaiian Gardem Without replatioo. '""""' er
oontrol over the time. .. 1..- and ~ of the prac- 
tlte of fortune teUiDg. ~or prohibiting 8\ICh practice. ill
necessary to presmre &he health, Mfety and ra-J: welfUe 
of the citizens of Hawaiian Gardeuf. ~~it~
sary w pnwide for the prolWiDg ~ l8MlUlg el~~
an orderly and ngUlated manner, it ia-\1118]lt &bat
tio_m for Said permits be properly rme-d and inVl!ltipted
prior to t.he ~ tber8of and tbe faitute to pnwide IUL'h
Pn:ietl8ll constitutes a threat to &he public health, safety and
ftlfare ol t.he citi:iemi of Hawaiian Gard em. Therefore. &his
ordinance shall take effect Jmmediaiely.

SBCTION f, The City Clerk ah.all eerti(y to the adoptioil of
ordinance and cauae it to be publiahed 88 required by law.

PASSED APPROVED AND A!JOPTED BY THE CITY COUNC
OF THE' CITY OF HAWAllAN GARDENS ON THE 13'1'H DA 
OF AUGUST, 1986.

ATl'llS"
. CAROLJ.DORFMEYER

City Clerk

LUPE A. CABRERA-·
STATE OF CALIFORNIA I
COUNTY OP LOS ANGELl!S l SS
CITY OF HAWAIIAN GARDENS )

l Carol J. Dorimeyer, City Clerk of the City of Haw.Wm Gar.
deu.'oo hereby certify that Ordinance No. 291 "1111 duly and regular.
ly ~ ond adopted ..,. the City Council of the City of -;,,,°"'°""an the 13th .i., of - , ... , by the - t<>ll ..U
YOte. ~d 88 the Btlmfl appeue on file and of record in the ofiice ot
City Clerk.

AYF.'l , VINEYARD,MYERSFUJIGESON,SHER,
CABRERA

NOm : NONE
ABSENT : NONE
ABSTAIN , NONE

CAROLJ. OORFMBYER
Ci'JClerk

Pub. A111. 21.1985 (It} PT£~!_..-.-----~

•·
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!PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5 C.C.P.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Los Angeles,

I am a citizen of the United States and a resi· 
dent of the County aforesaid; I am over the 
age of eighteen years, and not a party to or 
interested in the above·entitled matter. I am 
the principal clerk of the printer of the Long 
Beach Press·Telegram, a neowspaper of general 
circulation, printed and published 5 times each 
week in the City of Long Beach, County of Los 
Angeles, and which newspaper has been ad 
judged a newspaper of general circulation by 
the Superior Court of the County of Los An· 
geles, State of California, under the date of
March 21, 1934.

Case Number 370512; that the notice, of which 
the annexed is a printed copy (set in type ,not 
smaller than nonpareil), has been published in 
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper 
and not in any supplement thereof on the fol· 
lowing dates, to·wit:

Aueust 211

all in the year 19_ 85.

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury 
that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Long Beach, California, this

day of

'V~4 7 iinature

PRESS-TELEGRAM
Legal Advertising Department 

604 Pine Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90844

435-1161 Extension 208

2,500-No. 36-ClASSI f I ED

Ad 344239 $485100

This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp

Proof of Publication of

ORDINANCE NO. 291

CITY OF HAWAIIAN GARDENS

... ~';::?.~TY OF :ilAWADAN GARDENS
ORDINANCE NO. 291

AN ogcE OF THE CITY COUNCii. OF THE
CITY ~ 'AUAN GARDENS AMI<:NDING THE MU-
NICIP )£ BY REPEALING s1o:cr10NS 9.52.010
THROlmH:.!f;52.050 AND ADDING SFCTIONS 9.52.010 
'THRO!t-·S:52.090 Tf) CHAf>TER 9.5:.! RELATING TO 
l<'l:H.T TELLING' REGULATIONS AND DECLAR 
Jr\G T S TO BE AN URGENCY ORDINANCE TO
TAKE EEfJJ~T IM¥EDIA.TELY.

THgc~buNcu~'CJr THE CITY OF HAWAIIAN GAR
DJ<:Ns DOES ORUA1N AS lfOl.LOWS:

I'!\ '
SECTJON 1. SectioILl! .9.52.020, 9.52.021), 9.52.o:m, 9.52.04(!, e.nd

~.52.050 are hereby' ripe11le.d;

SECTION;2,,.,Chapter 9.52 of the Hawaiie.n GardenB. Municipal
~ode i~ hereiw-!."l~ded. to read in ite entirety as follows: ,

'"Sec:ion ~,_mo .F.Ortnae .Tellin« - Deflnlt!omi
(a! "Co.. wtei¥!4fhaU m'!a.li the City Council.
1b) "fw Pay eba:li mtan for a r~, reward, donation, loan or

rec~nything of value.
(c) "Fo~JelllnR'" shall mean tdUng of fortunes, forecaating

uf f~ OT fumi11hin1t of any information nOt otherwise ob
""r;!:~'the (jrdinary proce&3 of lwowledge, by means of
an.y P.,: ,JlS)"t;hic power, faculty, force, cl.ain1oyane11,
clai . _e, cartomnncy, peycbology, psychometry, phl'tl-
nol~pmta, tea le11~·e11 OT other such read~, mediull'l8hip, 
.>een!rt~~phecy, augury, e.strolagy, palmistry, necroman 
ry, ritiftft.reading, telepathy ..w: ~Pf' ernft art, &cie:::c.;, cud.ii,,
tali~man. -fhan.~. pol.'.'"'· :-i - ~n:::.!-:.m, Cll!,"lJl:::tizcd r..rt.!c!e or 1~ubstar;ct;;•gyp.o'.\ _.:u.iic.t _.. : 1 .,:-~~1~t. cry\tal ::-czi~, o;~Jnt.al I
mystt!OW!;l••r rr.Jl,Zi\", •A ar:i, k.rod ,,r n.llti.:.rrrSectiml "9.s2.020. PERr:.IT AND ~ mra OOND:'ilONSI

REQUIRED.
(a) No penion sh.::U conduct, cnge'?O in, carry on, p:irt.:ciP=!e in,

I or practice fortune-te!lmg er Clli= tfie r.:t.'"'!e to 1::3 do:ie fa PllY
w:itl:mut having fiNt obt.run:d a p:rm!t fro-; t.~ Council and without 
having poeted and maintained in full force and effect a surety bond 
Ill! required in Section 9.52.060.

. (b) No ~rson shall violate any of I.he tenm and oonditions of a
permit i8wed punu1ant to this Chapter nar llilY of the regulatiom and 
provisioru within this Chapter. Each day such a violntion or Yiob 
tio~ occur 11hall constitute a separate offense.

SECI'ION 9.52..030- PERMIT APPIJCA110N
Every natural pereon who, for pay, actively condllCU, enpaqi: in, 

carries on, or practices fortune-telling shall file a aeparate venfied
application for a permit with the City {.. lerh. The application aball
contain:

(a) The name, home and blll!inesa address, and home and buai· 
ness phone number of the applicant.

(h) The record of conviction for violations of the Law, eulud.inf
minor traffic violatiom..

I (c) The fingerprinls of the applicant on a form. provided by tht
Sheriff's Deparm.ent.

(d) The addl'ess, city and elate, and the approi:imate dates when 
and when the applii:.ant practiced a similar business, either alone 01 
in oonjunction with others.

SECl'ION 9.52.MO- INVEn'J.GATION
Upon the ft.ling of the application, it Bha..11 he referred by the City

Clerk to the Sheriff's Department for investigation, report and re<: 
omroendation. The inveetigation 8hal.l be oondu1.1Ald to verify th 
facb! contalned in the application and any support.in; data. Th3 in 
veatigation shall be comp~ and o report and reoommendaUoo 
made in writing to the Council mthin fourt.oon (14) daya llfter the 
filing of the application, unle:is the application reque::ta or oonc::nte 
to nn extensioo of the time period. H the report recommendo denin.I
of the permit to the appliumt, the (10Ul1dB for the recommondcd
dP.oi.al shall be set forth. Ai the time of t.he filin:i: of the report and
recommendation with t~ Council, a copy thereof ahall be eerved par· 
sonally or by certified mail by the City Clerh. on the applicant, ac
comp8llied by a ootice to tbe 11.pplic:ant, who may request W be heard
when the Council conaidere the applicatioa llJld report...


