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ORDINANCE NO. 2024-04

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LARGO, FLORIDA
AMENDING CHAPTER 12 - SIGN STANDARDS, OF THE CITY OF LARGO
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT CODE TO REVISE REGULATIONS RELATED TO
MASTER SIGN PLAN REQUIREMENTS, HARDSHIP RELIEF AND APPEALS, PORTABLE
SIGNS, TEMPORARY SIGNS, DAMAGED SIGNS, FREESTANDING MONUMENTAL
SIGNS, FLAGS, REAL ESTATE SIGNS, CONSTRUCTION SIGNS, WAYFINDING SIGNS,
STADIUM/ATHLETIC FIELD BANNERS, MURALS, AND SIGNAGE IN THE
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS; REPEALING SUBSECTION
15.11.3.C(2), STANDARDS FOR DONATION BINS; REPEALING SUBSECTION 15.17.8
- ALTERNATE MASTER SIGN PLAN FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS;
AMENDING SECTION 16.6 - TEMPORARY EVENTS, INCLUDING TENT SALES AND
OTHER EXTENSION OF PREMISE PERMITS; AMENDING SECTION 16.6.3,
RESTRICTIONS, TO AMEND TIMEFRAMES FOR TEMPORARY EVENTS; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 20 - DEFINITIONS, TO AMEND AND CREATE
RELATED DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, conferred upon local
governments the authority to adopt regulations designed to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare
of its citizenry; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Largo’s Comprehensive Development Code (CDC) must be consistent with the City of
Largo’s Comprehensive Plan and its adopted goals, objectives, and policies, in order to protect the health, safety,
general welfare, and quality of life of all existing and future residents and property owners of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City of Largo finds that in order to preserve and enhance the City of Largo as a desirable
community in which to live, visit, and do business, a pleasing, visually attractive environment that is safe for vehicular
and pedestrian traffic is of the foremost importance; and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission recognizes the need for sign regulations with the intent of enhancing the
visual environment of the City of Largo and promoting its continued well-being; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission wishes to revise development standards and regulations to recognize
current types of signage, clarify existing regulations, and provide additional signage flexibility within the Community
Redevelopment Districts (CRDs); and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds and determines that the amendments to the City’s sign regulations
further the City’s purposes in adopting the sign regulations, Chapter 12 of the CDC including, but not limited to those
purposes and intent described in Section 12.1 of the CDC: and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds and determines that the amendments adopted in this ordinance are
in the public interest: and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds and determines that the amendments adopted in this ordinance are
consistent with all policies of the City’s Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds and determines that the Chapter 12 - Sign Standards are not intended
to and do not censor speech or regulate viewpoints, but instead are intended to regulate the time, place and manner
of speech as well as regulate the impact signs have on aesthetics and traffic and pedestrian safety.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF LARGO CITY COMMISSION HEREBY ORDAINS:

SECTION 1. That above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated into this ordinance by reference as the
findings of the City Commission. 



Page 2 of 47

SECTION 2.  That Chapter 12 of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is amended to read as follows:

Chapter 12 - SIGN STANDARDS

Section 12.1 - Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this Chapter is to regulate the number, size, type, use, design, construction and location of signs 
within the City.  These standards are established to promote the overall economic well-being of the businesses in 
the City, while at the same time promoting the health, safety, and general welfare of citizens through 
implementation of reasonable, consistent, and nondiscriminatory sign standards.  The sign standards in this 
Chapter are content-neutral and not intended to censor speech or regulate viewpoints, but instead are intended to
regulate the time, place, and manner of speech and to preserve and enhance the City of Largo as a desirable 
community in which to live, visit, and do business.  These sign standards are intended to meet the following 
objectives:  

A. To regulate the time, place, and manner in which signs may be exhibited;

B. To protect the right of free speech;

C. To encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication in the City and aid in the 
identification and location of an establishment, organization, and/or neighborhood; 

D. To maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment and thereby the City's ability to attract sources of 
economic development and growth, including enhancing the tourism industry; 

E. To minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private property;

F. To ensure that signs are compatible with the surrounding built environment, including adjacent 
architecture and neighborhoods, and that they complement each other rather than detract from one 
another; 

G. To lessen the visual clutter that may otherwise be caused by the proliferation, improper placement, 
illumination, animation, excessive height, and excessive size (area) of signs which compete for the 
attention of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 

H. To allow signs that are compatible with their surroundings and contribute to wayfinding, while precluding 
the placement of signs that contribute to sign clutter or that conceal or obstruct adjacent land uses or 
signs; 

I. To encourage and allow signs that are appropriate to the land use designation in which they are located 
and consistent with the category of use and function to which they pertain; 

J. To establish sign size in relationship to the scale of the lot and building on which the sign is to be placed or
to the category of use and function to which it pertains; 

K. To categorize and regulate signs based upon their function;

L. To preclude signs from conflicting with the principal permitted use of the site and adjoining sites;

M. To regulate signs in a manner so as to not interfere with, obstruct the vision of or distract motorists, 
bicyclists or pedestrians; 

N. To provide exemptions and exception for certain sign types and required permits to the extent expressly 
preempted by state or federal law, while ensuring that such signs are constructed, installed and 
maintained in a safe and satisfactory manner; 
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O. To allow for traffic control devices consistent with national standards and whose purpose is to promote 
highway safety and efficiency by providing for the orderly movement of road users on streets and 
highways, and that notify road users of regulations and provide warning and guidance needed for the 
safe, uniform and efficient operation of all elements of the traffic stream; 

P. To protect property values by precluding, to the maximum extent possible, sign-types that create a 
nuisance to the occupancy or use of other properties as a result of their size, height, illumination, 
brightness or movement;

Q. To protect property values by ensuring that sign-types, as well as the number of signs, are in harmony 
with buildings, neighborhoods and other signs in that area;

R. To regulate the appearance and design of signs in a manner that preserves the beauty and unique 
character of the City by protecting it from visual blight and providing a pleasing environmental setting and
community appearance, which is deemed vital to the attraction and retention of business and commerce; 

S. To streamline the approval process by requiring master signage plans;

T. To allow for governmental signs placed within the community that promote the City's tourism and 
provide information to citizens and visitors;

U. To reduce the number of nonconforming signs in the City;

V. To promote signage and support structures that employ sustainable designs and technologies with 
respect to their construction, maintenance, and operation (e.g., recycled materials, energy efficient, low 
energy usage bulbs, etc.); and

W. To provide for the administration of this chapter and enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these 
sign regulations.

Section 12.2 - Authority

This Chapter of the CDC implements the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan and Strategic Plan and is consistent 
with requirements of Section 163.3202(2)(f), Florida Statutes. 

Section 12.3 – Applicability and Exemptions

12.3.1 – Applicability

A. This Chapter applies to all signs within the City unless specifically exempted.  If a sign type is not 
specifically exempt or allowed through these sign standards, it shall be considered prohibited under this
Chapter.

B. This Chapter applies to all permanent and temporary signs, sign structures, awnings, and other types of 
signs within the City, without regard to whether a sign contains commercial or non-commercial 
message.

C. This Chapter shall apply to any person who erects, constructs, enlarges, moves, changes the copy of, 
modifies, or converts any signs, or causes the same to be done. 

D. This Chapter will not be construed to allow any sign related activity that violates local, state, or federal 
law.  If any provision of this Chapter conflicts with other standards of the CDC or the Largo City Code, 
whichever imposes the more stringent restrictions shall prevail.
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12.3.2 – Exemptions

The provisions of this Chapter do not apply to the following types of signage; however, such signage may be 
subject to permitting requirements as required pursuant to the Florida Building Code.  If required, applicants shall 
be responsible for securing permits or permissions prior to erecting or modifying the following types of signage:

A. Any sign, posting, notice placed, installed or required by law by the City, Pinellas County, or a Federal or
State governmental agency in carrying out its responsibility to protect the public health, safety, and 
welfare.  Such signs may be erected in the right-of-way or on fences, and include, but are not limited to
the following:

(1) Emergency and warning signs necessary for public safety or civil defense;

(2) Traffic and parking signs erected and maintained by an authorized public agency or approved by an 
authorized public agency;

(3) Traffic control message signs installed in accordance with applicable provisions of the Traffic 
Control Manual published by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT);

(4) Signs directing the public to points of interest (e.g., wayfinding signs only erected by the City); and,

(5) Signs showing the location of public facilities.

B. Numerals and lettering identifying the street address numbers that are necessary to assist emergency 
vehicle drivers and other motorists with identifying the location of properties within the City.  All 
buildings and suites with multiple tenant buildings or complexes are required to display street address 
numbers that have been assigned in accordance with a method approved by the Authority Having 
Jurisdiction (AHJ).  Assigned addresses shall not be changed unless approved by that AHJ.  The display of
approved street address numbers must be clearly visible from the right-of-way and shall be a minimum 
of four (4) inches high with a minimum stroke width of 1∕2 inch in accordance with the Florida Fire 
Prevention Code (FFPC) adopted by the City of Largo and incorporated into the Largo City Code 
(Chapter 13, Article II, Section 13-19);

C. Signs wholly within a building or enclosed space, excluding window signs which are covered under 
Section 12.10.2;

D. Holiday and seasonal decorations, including rope lights, string lights, or mini-lights;

E. Integral signs, when cut into any masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or other 
noncombustible materials and fully and permanently incorporated into the surface of the building;

F. Signs that are permanently painted or wrapped on the surface of a vehicle, adhesive vinyl film affixed to
the interior or exterior surface of a vehicle window, or signs magnetically attached to motor vehicles or 
rolling stock that are actively used in the conduct of the business (see Figure 12-1).  Such vehicles must 
be parked on-premises in a lawfully designated parking space or an area authorized for outdoor 
storage.  The vehicle must be operable and bear a current license plate or have a current registration. 
Prohibited vehicle signs are outlined under Section 12.6.2;

G. Signs that constitute an integral part of a permitted vending machine located outside of a business. 
Such signs must be permanently installed by the manufacturer and incorporated into and designed as 
part of the vending machine;

H. Grave markers;

I. Flags of non-commercial content;

J. Public art shall not be considered as signage and is allowed on any property with permission from the 
property or building owner.   Public art may contain graphics or text as long as the art has no 
commercial message.  Any such commercial message shall be counted as a sign and subject to sign area 
allowances in accordance with Table 12-1;   
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K. Signs located in stadiums, arenas, and sports fields which are intended for viewing by only persons 
within the facility.  Such signs shall be oriented towards the interior of the field and the viewing stands;

L. Signs, printed or attached to construction screening at sites by the property owner or authorized 
contractors that have been issued a permit may remain as long as the issued permit remains active and 
is not abandoned.  Such signage must be professionally manufactured, durable, and securely attached 
to withstand all weather conditions; and

M. Under the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, every citizen in the country has the right 
to free speech and to peacefully gather in a group.  Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to 
prohibit a person from holding a sign while legally protesting or demonstrating on public property that 
has been determined to be a traditional or designated public forum so long as the person holding the 
sign is peaceful, does not promote unlawful activities, does not stop others from using the public space 
(e.g., blocking ingress and egress from buildings or public property, creating a safety hazard by 
impeding travel on sidewalks, in bike or vehicle lanes, or on trails), or violate any other reasonable time,
place, and manner restrictions adopted by the City, State, or Federal governments

Section 12.4 - Substitution

This Chapter is not intended to in any way prohibit the placement of non-commercial content on any legally 
permitted sign.  Any sign, display or device allowed under this Chapter may contain, in lieu of any other copy, any 
non-commercial message that complies with all other requirements of this Chapter. The non-commercial message 
may occupy the entire sign area, or any portion of the sign area, and may substitute for or be combined with the 
commercial message. The sign’s message may be changed from commercial to non-commercial, or from one non-
commercial message to another, as frequently as desired by the sign's owner, provided that the sign is not 
prohibited, and the sign continues to comply with all requirements of this Chapter.

Section 12.5 - Severability

If any one or more provisions of this Chapter 12 is held to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable in any respect by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, the validity, legality, and enforce-ability of the renaming provisions hereof shall 
not in any way be affected or impaired thereby and this Chapter 12 shall be treated as though the invalidated 
portions(s) had never been a part thereof.

Section 12.6 – Prohibited Signs and General Signage Restrictions

12.6.1 – Objective

To promote community aesthetics and lessen the visual clutter that may otherwise be caused by the proliferation 
of uncontrolled signage and signage that is detrimental to the safety and welfare of the community.

12.6.2 - Prohibited Signs

Unless specifically authorized in this Chapter or other chapters of the CDC, examples of prohibited signs include, 
but are not limited to the following:

A. Illegal signs including signs: constructed, erected, altered, repaired, replaced, or relocated without 
approval of a permit (if required); erected in non-compliance with the CDC as it existed at the time the 
sign was erected or altered; not specifically exempt or allowed; or that violate any provision in this 
Chapter;

B. Abandoned or damaged signs, as defined in Section 20.1.S, with exceptions noted under Section 12.7.2;
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C. Pole signs are prohibited except the following: legal nonconforming pole signs regulated under Section 
12.7; permitted on properties with frontage along US Highway 19 in accordance with Section 12.9.5; or 
exempt as outlined under Section 12.3.2 or Section 12.10.2;

D. Signs on vehicles and trailers when the vehicle or trailer is used as an advertising platform and such 
signs project from the vehicle or trailer or a vehicle or trailer is used as a sign or as the base for a sign 
(see Figure 12-1).  Exempt vehicle signs are outlined under Section 12.3.2.F;

E. Billboards, except as allowed by Section 12.9.6;

F. Flag signs (including feather flag signs), pennants, banners, searchlights, twirling signs, balloon or 
inflatable signs, except as allowed under sections 12.9.7 and 12.10.2;

G. Portable signs, including portable “A” frame signs or similar portable signs, except as exempt from 
permits under Section 12.10.2 or as allowed to be permitted under sections 12.9.7 and 12.13.3;

H. Bench signs; and,

I. Signs used as fencing.

Figure 12-1: Vehicle Advertising Example

12.6.3 – General Signage Restrictions

A. Location Restrictions – Unless specifically authorized in this Chapter or other chapters of the CDC, signs 
shall not be placed in the following locations:

(1) Signs shall not occupy a sight triangle or obstruct visibility for vehicles, pedestrians or bicyclists as 
further detailed in CDC Section 9.2.3;

(2) Signs shall not obstruct or otherwise interfere with official traffic signs, signals or devices;

(3) Except signs erected by duly authorized government agencies and/or public utility providers, signs 
shall not be erected on or allowed to project over public property, rights-of-way, or easements 
without permission of the controlling jurisdiction;

(4) Signs shall not be erected within a private easement without permission of the easement holder;

(5) Except signs erected by duly authorized government agencies and/or public utility providers, signs 
shall not be affixed to any trees, plants, fences, utility poles, telecommunication facility, fire 
hydrants, traffic lights, governmental signs, benches, or similar infrastructure;

(6) Signs and their supporting structures shall not interfere with surface and underground utility and 
communications lines or equipment;
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(7) Signs or supporting structures shall not interfere with free passage from or obstruct any fire 
escape, emergency exit, downspout, door, stairway, ladder, or opening intended as a means of 
ingress or egress from a building;

(8) Signs or supporting structures shall not obstruct any window to such an extent that the light or 
ventilation is reduced below that required by any provision of the CDC and/or other applicable 
laws, regulations and technical codes;

(9) Signs shall not impede vehicular or pedestrian traffic on any street, alley, sidewalk, bikeway or 
other pedestrian or vehicular travel way;

(10) No freestanding sign shall obscure more than ten (10) percent of an existing conforming 
freestanding sign that is within one hundred (100) feet.  An obstruction determination shall be 
measured from the same side of the right-of-way while standing on the property line at a distance 
of two hundred (200) feet from the obscured sign;

(11) No signs shall be erected on vacant and/or undeveloped property unless otherwise provided within
this Chapter (e.g., limited duration signs under Section 12.10.2 or grand opening/promotional signs 
under Section 12.9.7).  Abandoned signs must be removed in accordance with Section 12.7.2;

(12) No person shall erect or construct a new sign on a site that contains illegal signs;

(13) No wall, canopy, or projecting sign shall be higher than eighteen (18) inches above the highest 
point of the roof or building wall on which the sign is mounted; and,

(14) Signs which are placed above pedestrian walkways or parking areas shall have a minimum 
clearance of eight (8) feet from the bottom edge of the sign.  

(15) Signs shall not be located adjacent to trees that will create a visual obstruction at the time of 
planting or in the future (see Figure 10-5).  Chapter 10 – Landscape Standards allow clustering of 
trees to prevent obstruction of signs.

B. Display restrictions – Unless specifically authorized by this Chapter or other chapters of the CDC, signs 
with the following display features are prohibited:

(1) Highly reflective signs and components and elements of faces of signs that move, shimmer, or 
contain reflective devices that hamper the vision of motorists, pedestrians, or bicyclists;

(2) External or indirectly illuminated signs that are not shielded and create a hazardous glare for 
motorists, pedestrians, or bicyclists and/or adjacent properties and rights-of-way;

(3) Signs with internal illumination systems that emit or cause the reflection of glaring or flashing light 
onto adjacent properties and rights-of-way or that create a hazardous glare for motorists, 
pedestrians, or bicyclists;

(4) Sign illumination systems that interfere with the effectiveness of any official sign;

(5) Signs that may, by reason of size, shape, location, movement, coloring, or manner of illumination, 
be erroneously construed as traffic signals, traffic signs, or emergency vehicle lights;

(6) Digital message displays that contain animation, streaming video, or text or images that flash, 
pulsate, move, or scroll travel are prohibited.  Each complete digital message must fit onto one 
screen and not change more than once every five (5) seconds, with no transition graphics (e.g., no 
fade-out or fade-in).  Illuminated window signs that are no greater than two and one-half (2.5) 
square feet in area are exempt from this requirement;

(7) Signs wholly or partially illuminated by flashing or intermittent lights which may include rotary 
beacon lights, zip lights, strobe lights, or similar devices;

(8) Digital displays and other signs that interfere with, distract or confuses motorists, pedestrians, or 
bicyclists;
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(9) Signs that emit audible sound, contain open flames or which emit any odor, noise or visible matter 
other than light;

(10) Signs equipped with moving, rotating or otherwise animated parts; and,

(11) Signs with obscene messages or content, as defined by federal court precedent.

C. Material restrictions – Unless specifically authorized by this Chapter or other chapters of the CDC, the 
following signs are prohibited based on the material used in their construction:

(1) Signs not able to withstand weather elements; and

(2) Signs constructed of cardboard or paper and not made of sturdy material such as metal, wood, 
hard plastic, vinyl, engineered wood, or particle board.

12.6.4 – Enforcement

A. Objective - To have all prohibited signs or signs violating general signage restrictions removed in an 
expeditious manner.

B. Applicability - Unless specifically authorized by this Chapter or other chapters of the CDC, these 
enforcement criteria only pertain to prohibited signs or signs violating general signage restrictions 
located on private or public property (including rights-of-way).  Removal criteria applicable to 
nonconforming signs and abandoned and/or damaged signs are outlined under Section 12.7.

C.  Removal and compliance - The City shall require all prohibited signs or signs found to be in violation of 
general signage restrictions to be removed or brought into compliance in accordance with the following
procedures:

(1) Signs on public property, including rights-of-way, may be removed and disposed of by the City 
without prior notice. 

(2) Signs on private property must be brought into compliance or removed within twenty-four (24) 
hours of written notice to the property owner and/or occupant of the property.  Additional time 
shall be afforded (as determined by the Building Official) to bring such signs into conformance 
when a permit is required for such a sign to be removed or altered; and,

(3) Signs that are not brought into compliance within required time frames, or that represents an 
immediate threat or imminent danger to the public (as determined by the Building Official) may be 
removed by the City without the owner’s consent and at the owner's expense.  The sign's owner 
may secure the release of an impounded sign upon payment of the cost incurred in removing the 
sign, plus daily storage fees.  Signs not reclaimed within thirty (30) days shall become property of 
the City and may be disposed of or used as deemed appropriate by the City.  The City shall not be 
held liable for damage or disposal of such a sign.

Section 12.7 - Nonconforming Signs and Abandoned and/or Damaged Signs

12.7.1 - Nonconforming Signs

A. Objective - To have all previously permitted signs that no longer conform to the standards of this 
Chapter (i.e., nonconforming signs) removed in an expeditious manner.

B. Applicability - Any nonconforming sign, as defined in Section 20.1.S(11)r, shall be removed by the sign 
owner in accordance with removal requirements outlined under Section 12.7.1.C.

C. Removal requirements – When one or more of the following circumstances apply to a property 
containing a nonconforming sign, the sign shall be removed within thirty (30) days of written notice to 
the property owner and/or occupant of the property, and a permit may be required for such sign to be 
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removed.  Removal criteria for other types of prohibited signs or signs violating general signage 
restrictions are outlined under Section 12.6.4.

(1) A permit is required for work on any new or existing sign or its light source;

(2) A Development Order (DO) is required for development or (re)development of the property (i.e., a 
Level II Full Scale Review as described under Section 3.1.2); and

(3) If the property becomes vacant and the nonconforming sign is abandoned and/or damaged it must 
be removed in accordance with time frames outlined under Section 12.7.2.C(2).

D. Exceptions – Any nonconforming sign that is not abandoned or required to be removed because of 
circumstances described under Section 12.7.1.C, may be maintained in accordance with nonstructural 
maintenance or replaceable copy that does not require a permit (see Section 12.11.4).

12.7.2 - Abandoned and/or Damaged Signs

A. Objective - To have all abandoned and/or damaged signs removed, repaired, or replaced in an 
expeditious manner. 

B. Applicability – Any sign that is abandoned (defined in Section 20.1.S(11)a) and/or damaged (defined in 
Section 20.1.S(11)h) shall be removed, repaired, or replaced, by the sign owner in accordance with 
Section 12.7.2.C.

C. Removals, repairs, and replacements – The following requirements apply to a property containing an 
abandoned and/or damaged sign and a permit may be required for such sign to be removed, repaired, 
or replaced.  Removal criteria for other types of prohibited signs or signs violating general signage 
restrictions are outlined under Section 12.6.4.

(1) Conforming signs

a. Any conforming sign that is abandoned shall be removed by the sign owner within ninety (90) 
days after receiving written notification from the City of Largo; or, after one hundred eighty 
(180) days if the face of the abandoned conforming sign is replaced with a blank or a 
temporary covering (e.g., a sign banner or sign bag) that is weather resistant and maintained in
good condition.  

b. Any conforming sign that is damaged shall be repaired, replaced, or removed by the sign 
owner within ninety (90) days after receiving written notification from the City of Largo.

(2) Nonconforming signs

a. Any nonconforming sign that is abandoned shall be removed by the sign owner within thirty 
(30) days after receiving written notification from the City of Largo.

b. Any nonconforming sign that is damaged and that requires a permit to be repaired, shall be 
removed by the sign owner within thirty (30) days after receiving written notification from the 
City of Largo. 

D. Exceptions – Any nonconforming sign that is not abandoned or not required to be removed because of 
circumstances described under Section 12.7.1.C, may be maintained in accordance with simple, 
nonstructural maintenance, or replaceable copy that does not require a permit (see Section 12.11.4).
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Section 12.8 – General Standards for Permitted Signs

12.8.1 - Objective

To systematically regulate permitted signs in a manner consistent with the purpose and intent of this Chapter and 
to provide general standards for permitted signs pertaining to location, construction, maintenance, aesthetic, 
display, measurement, street address number identification, and removal.

12.8.2 - Applicability

These general standards apply to all sign types that require a permit (see Section 12.9) to be constructed on 
residential and nonresidential properties throughout the City.  These standards do not apply to signs exempt from 
this Chapter described under Section 12.3.2 or exempt from permitting requirements described under Section 
12.10.

12.8.3 – General Standards

A. Permits - No person shall erect, alter, repair, replace, or relocate any sign requiring a permit without 
issuance of a permit as described under Section 12.11.

B. General signage restrictions – All sign types requiring a permit shall adhere to general signage 
restrictions included under Section 12.6.3.

C. Construction standards – All signs requiring a permit shall be constructed and erected in compliance 
with the standards set forth in this Chapter and in accordance with the provisions and requirements of 
the building and technical codes adopted by reference under CDC Section 18.1.1.  Construction 
standards related to signs include, but not limited to, the following:

(1) All signs may be double faced;

(2) All signs shall be constructed of durable and sturdy materials such as metal, wood, hard plastic, 
vinyl, engineered wood, or particle board of sufficient thickness to withstand the weather 
elements;

(3) All signs shall be fastened using noncorrosive fittings and shall be structurally safe and erected or 
installed in strict accordance with the Florida Building Code; and

(4) All signs shall be adequately designed, constructed, and installed to preserve public safety.

D. Maintenance standards – As specified under CDC Section 18.2 - Property Maintenance Codes, all 
components of permitted signs (e.g., electrical systems, fasteners, the sign, and sign structure as a 
whole) shall be always maintained in a safe condition and in neat appearance including but not limited 
to the following: 

(1) Signs and support structures shall be structurally sound, kept in a vertical, upright position and 
securely attached to the applicable supporting foundation;

(2) If the sign is lighted, all lights shall be maintained in working order and functioning in a safe 
manner;

(3) Internal electrical, mechanical or structural components shall not be exposed;

(4) Exposed surfaces shall be clean and free of rust, dents and holes;

(5) Damaged faces or structural members shall be promptly repaired and permits obtained as 
required.

(6) All signs and display surfaces shall be neat in appearance, and neatly painted or posted, and not 
ripped, tattered or faded;

(7) If the sign is painted, the painted surface shall be kept in good condition and shall not be peeling or 
flaked;
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(8) Every sign shall be kept in such manner as to constitute a complete or whole sign and all sign 
information shall be clearly legible and complete;

(9) No trash shall be allowed to accumulate in the area around a freestanding sign and all weeds shall 
be kept out; and,

(10) Types of sign maintenance exempt from permitting requirements are listed in Section 12.11.4.

E. Aesthetic Standards -

(1) Signs shall include a color scheme and design that complements the building and architecture. For 
example, the base of a freestanding monument sign may be made of the same materials as the 
building and may echo the style of the building facade.

(2) Freestanding pole signs permitted along the US Highway 19 roadway, in accordance with Section 
12.9.5, shall have a minimum 200 square foot landscaped area located at the base of the sign, 
excluding the area occupied by the base of the sign, designed in accordance with the landscaping 
design standards of Chapter 10.

F. Display Standards -

(1) Changeable copy - Property owners may integrate manual or electronic message centers (EMCs), 
poster panels or cabinets, and similar displays into the design of conforming freestanding and wall 
signs on the property. 

a. Changeable copy on freestanding and wall signs shall be at least four (4) inches in height with
six (6) inches or larger is preferable. 

b. Digital message displays that contain animation, streaming video, or text or images that flash, 
pulsate, move, or scroll travel are prohibited.  Each complete digital message must fit onto one
screen and not change more than once every five (5) seconds, with no transition graphics (e.g.,
no fade-out or fade-in). Illuminated window signs that are no greater than two and one-half 
(2.5) square feet in area are exempt from this requirement.  

(2) Sign illumination - Sign illumination shall be designed to minimize light and glare on surrounding 
rights-of-way and properties and to not create a hazardous glare for motorists, pedestrians, or 
bicyclists in accordance with the following standards:

a. Display restrictions related to illumination are outlined under Section 12.6.3.B.

b. LED neon lighting is encouraged for energy conservation and to allow for creatively designed 
and attractive signs.

c. Sign illumination shall be designed to be shielded and limited to the extent possible to reduce 
light pollution (i.e., artificial light that shines outward and upward into the sky, where it's not 
wanted, instead of focusing downward or where it is needed).

d. No portion of an illuminated sign shall have a luminance greater than two hundred (200) foot 
candles (2,153 Nits) as measured within six (6) inches of the sign face; however, the United 
States Sign Council Foundation (USSCF) Best Practice Recommendations & Standards for On-
Premise Sign Lighting shall be used as a guide for illuminated signs.  For illuminated signs, the 
maximum sign brightness at night shall not exceed seven-hundred (700) Nits or sixty-five (65) 
Foot-candles.  All illuminated signs must comply with maximum luminance level throughout 
the night; after sunrise, the sign may resume luminance levels appropriate for daylight 
conditions.

G. Measurement standards – In addition to general measurement criteria outlined under this Section, 
more specific area and height calculations for permitted sign types are included under Section 12.9.  

(1) Determining maximum aggregate sign area – The maximum aggregate sign area allowance for 
properties is used to determine the number, area, and height of freestanding monument and wall 
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signage.  The total sign area of all freestanding signs and wall-mounted signs may not exceed a 
property’s maximum aggregate sign area allowance. A property’s maximum aggregate sign area is 
based on whether it is used for residential or nonresidential purposes and the following 
measurement standards apply:

a. Nonresidential - The maximum aggregate sign area is determined by its location along one or 
more than one roadway, the linear feet of building frontage abutting roadways of certain 
classifications (e.g., principal arterials/highways or other), and whether the property has 
multiple buildings or tenants or both (see Table 12-1).  For all nonresidential properties, the 
maximum aggregate sign area is calculated as follows: 2.5 square feet per one (1) linear foot of
building frontage along principal arterial or highways, 2 square feet per one (1) linear foot of 
building frontage along all other streets, up to the maximum allowable dimensions. Additional 
freestanding monument directory signs are allowed subject to standards outlined under 
Section 12.10.2.E.

b. Residential subdivisions, multi-family developments, mobile home parks - The maximum 
aggregate sign area is based on the number of subdivision entrances.  For all residential type 
developments, the maximum aggregate sign area is calculated as follows: (2) single-faced signs
per entrance, one on each side of the entrance if the subdivision/development is located on 
both sides of the entry, or one (1) double-faced sign per entrance. A maximum of three (3) 
entrances are allowed to have signage. The maximum allowable sign face area for each sign is 
fifty (50) square feet with a maximum height of eight (8) feet. Residential subdivision signs 
shall not be internally illuminated.

c. Community Redevelopment District (CRD) properties - The maximum aggregate sign area is 
based on the linear feet of lot frontage, rather than building frontage, abutting roadways of 
certain classifications (see Section 12.13, Table 12-2).

d. Information submitted as part of the Master Sign Plan is used to determine a property’s 
maximum aggregate sign area allowance and is used as the basis for the allocation of sign area 
to individual signs (see Section 12.12).  Alternate master sign plans are available for properties 
that consist of multi-building/tenant campuses of regional size and significance, particularly 
located along high traffic corridors and in activity centers.  Properties that qualify are provided 
additional for sign size, height, placement, and design standards for both project and tenant 
visibility (see Section 12.12.1).

Table 12-1: Maximum Aggregate Signage Area Allowances – Outside CRDs

Building Frontage Column A 
Aggregate area 
multiplier for all 
signage (building

frontage)

Monument Signs Projecting/Wall/Canopy Signs Total
Signage

Column B 
Max sign
face area 

(sq. ft.)

Max sign
height 

(ft)

Column C 
Max sign face area 

(sq. ft.)

Column D 
Calculation

(not to
exceed 

Column C)

Maximum
aggregate

all 
signage

Non-Residential Uses

Along One Roadway

0—49 ft. 2.5 sq. ft. per linear
foot (principal 
arterials/highways)
 
2 sq. ft. per linear 
foot (all other 
roads) 

48 sq. ft. 8 ft. Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D 
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50 ft. + along 
principal 
arterials/highways

2.5 sq. ft. per linear
ft. 

120 sq. ft. 8 ft. Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D 

50 ft. + along all 
other road types 

2 sq. ft. per linear 
ft. 

120 sq. ft. 8 ft. Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D 

500 ft. + along 
principal 
arterials/highways

2.5 sq. ft. per linear
ft. 

2 signs at 80 
sq. ft. each 
(300 ft. min. 
separation) 
or 1 sign at 
160 sq. ft. 

8 ft. Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D

500 ft. + along all 
other road types

2 sq. ft. per linear 
ft. 

2 signs at 80 
sq. ft. each 
(min. 300 ft. 
separation) 
or 1 sign at 
160 sq. ft.

8 ft. Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D 

Along More Than One Roadway

0—499 ft. 2.5 sq. ft. per linear
ft. (principal 
arterials/highways)
 
2 sq. ft. per linear 
ft. (all other roads) 

1 sign per 
frontage 
with max of 
80 sq. ft. per 
sign or 1 sign
at 160 sq. ft. 
along road 
with highest 
classification

8 ft. Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D 

500 ft. + including 
at least one 
principal arterial 
or highway

2.5 sq. ft. per linear
ft. (principal 
arterials/highways)

2 sq. ft. per linear 
ft. (all other roads) 

1 sign per 
frontage 
with max of 
80 sq. ft. per 
sign or 1 sign
at 160 sq. ft. 

8 ft. max

1 sign on
principal
arterial 
may be 
12 ft.

Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D 

500 ft. + including 
at least one 
principal arterial 
or highway and 
Multi-Building or 
Multi-Tenant

2.5 sq. ft. per linear
ft. (principal 
arterials/highways)
 
2 sq. ft. per linear 
ft. (all other roads) 

1 sign per 
frontage 
with a max 
of 80 sq. ft. 
per sign or 1 
sign at 160 
sq. ft. 

8 ft. max

1 sign on
principal
arterials 
may be 
12 ft.

Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D 
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1,000 ft. + 
including at least 
one principal 
arterial or highway
and Multi-Building
and Multi-Tenant 

2.5 sq. ft. per linear
ft. (principal 
arterials/highways)

2 sq. ft. per linear 
ft. (all other roads) 

1 sign per 
frontage 
with a max 
of 160 sq. ft. 
per sign.  
Total area of
all signs may 
not exceed 
320 sq. ft.

8 ft. max

1 sign on
principal
arterials 
may be 
12 ft.

Nonresidential: 150 sq. ft. Column A 
minus 
Column B 

Column A 
equal to 
or less 
than 
Column B 
plus 
Column D 

Residential Uses

All residential 
subdivisions, 
multi-family 
developments, 
mobile home 
parks 

N/A 3 entrances 
max; 2 
single-faced 
signs 50 sq. 
ft. total per 
subdivision 
entrance; or 
1 double-
faced sign 50
sq. ft. per 
subdivision 
entrance 

8 ft. Residential: 50 sq. ft. (not 
allowed on individual single-
family, duplex, and triplex 
lots)

N/A Column B

(2) Determining sign area -

a. The area of a sign shall mean the area of all lettering, wording, and accompanying designs, 
logos, and symbols.

b. For a wall sign which is framed, outlined, painted, or otherwise prepared and intended to 
provide a background for a sign display, the area and dimensions shall include the entire 
portion within such background or frame.

c. For freestanding monument signs, the area of a sign shall not include any supporting 
framework, bracing or trim which is incidental to the display, if it does not contain any 
lettering, wording, or symbols.   

d. The following measurement standards apply to freestanding monument signs with more than 
one display face:

(i) Only one (1) side shall be considered when determining the sign area, provided that the 
faces are equal in size, the interior angle formed by the faces is less than forty-five (45) 
degrees, and the two faces are not more than eighteen (18) inches apart (see Figure 12-2).

(ii) Where the faces are not equal in size, but the interior angle formed by the faces is less 
than forty-five (45) degrees and the two faces are not more than eighteen (18) inches 
apart, the larger sign face shall be used as the basis for calculating sign area.

(iii) When the interior angle formed by the faces is forty-five (45) degrees or greater, or the 
faces are greater than eighteen (18) inches apart, all sides of such sign shall be considered 
in calculating the sign area (see Figure 12-3).

(iv) The sign area for signs with three (3) or four (4) display faces is fifty (50) percent of the 
sum of the areas of all sign faces (See Figure 12-4).

e. Signs with individual mounted letters or symbols (raised elements):

(i) When a sign is composed of individual mounted letters or symbols, the sign surface area 
shall be determined by means of the total or the smallest contiguous square, rectangle, 
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circle, triangle, or combination thereof that will encompass each letter, representation, 
logo, emblem, or other display (see Figure 12-5).

(ii) Any visible structural, mechanical, or fastening component shall be included within the 
computation of surface area for signs with individual mounted letters or symbols.

f. Sign with individual cabinet or panels (flush elements):

(i) Compute by means of the smallest geometric shape, or combination thereof that will 
encompass the extreme limit of the copy, representation, logo, emblem, or other display, 
together with any material or color forming an integral part of the background or the 
display or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is 
attached or affixed.

(ii) Any support framework, bracing, or decorative fence or wall shall not be included within 
the computation of surface area for signs with individual cabinet or panels if it is clearly 
incidental to the display itself and otherwise meets the pertinent land use regulations.

g. For signs with flexible parts (e.g., flags and banners), the entirety of signs with flex parts shall 
be used to compute sign face.  Such measurement is taken when the elements are fully 
extended and parallel to the plane of view.

Figure 12-2: Measuring Sign Face, Less Than or Equal to 45 Degrees

Figure 12-3: Measuring Sign Face, 45 Degrees or Greater
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Figure 12-4: Measuring Sign Face, 3 or 4 Display Faces

Figure 12-5: Measuring Sign Lettering for Aggregate Area

(3) Determining sign height -

a. Sign height for freestanding monument signs shall be measured from the ground at the base of
the sign or crown of the adjacent road, whichever is highest in elevation, to the topmost 
portion of the sign (see Figures 12-6 and 12-7). No brimming under signs, for the purpose of 
elevating the sign, is allowed.

b. Clearance for projecting signs shall be measured from the base of the sign or canopy to the 
ground below. A minimum of eight (8) feet of clearance is required over pedestrian areas. A 
minimum of fourteen (14) feet is required over vehicular use areas (Figure 12-8).

c. The top of a wall, canopy, or projecting sign shall be no higher than eighteen (18) inches above 
the highest point of the roof or building wall, whichever is highest.

Figure 12-6: High Road Crown
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Figure 12-7: Low Road Crown

Figure 12-8: Projecting Sign Minimum Clearance

(4) Determining sign spacing - The spacing between sign structures shall be measured as a straight-line
distance between the closest edges of each sign.  For nonresidential properties afforded more than
one (1) freestanding monument sign, each sign must have at least three-hundred (300) feet of 
separation.  All sign types requiring a permit shall adhere to locational restrictions included under 
Section 12.6.3.A and no freestanding sign may obscure other existing conforming freestanding 
signs in accordance with Section 12.6.3.A(10).

(5) Determining length of building frontage – For all properties outside the CRDs, the length of building
frontage abutting roadways with specific classifications is one component used to determine the 
maximum number of signs as well as the total sign area and height allowed.  The length of building 
frontage is determined as follows:

a. The length of building frontage shall be the sum of all wall lengths parallel, or nearly parallel, to
a public street.  This includes both primary and secondary building frontages but excludes any 
such wall length determined by the Development Control Officer as clearly unrelated to the 
frontage criteria.
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b. For buildings with two or more frontages, the length of the wall and allowable sign area shall 
be calculated separately for each such building frontage.

c. The building frontage for a building unit is equivalent to the tenant space on the first floor and 
shall be measured from the centerline of the party walls defining the building unit.  The 
frontage of a building unit is used to determine the permissible area for that unit’s wall-
mounted sign.  Individual tenant spaces are not allowed to have separate freestanding 
monument signs.

H. Street address identification standards – Numerals and lettering identifying the street address numbers 
are necessary to assist emergency vehicle drivers and other motorists with identifying the location of 
property within the City.  All buildings and suites within multiple tenant buildings or complexes are 
required to display street address numbers that have been assigned in accordance with a method 
approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ).  Assigned addresses shall not be changed unless 
approved by that AHJ.  The display of approved street address numbers must be clearly visible from the 
right-of-way and shall be a minimum of four (4) inches high with a minimum stroke width of 1∕2 inch in 
accordance with the Florida Fire Prevention Code (FFPC) adopted by the City of Largo and incorporated 
into the Code of Ordinances (Chapter 13, Article II, Section 13-19).  Street address numbers must also 
be displayed on all freestanding signs.

(1)  On single tenant buildings – All new and existing buildings in the City are required to have 
approved street address numbers placed in a position to be plainly legible and visible from the 
street or road fronting the property (see Figure 12-9). The following conditions shall apply:

a. Address numbers on buildings shall be a minimum of four (4) inches high with a minimum 
stroke width of one-half (1∕2) inch;

b. Address numbers shall contrast with their background; and

c. Address numbers shall be Arabic numerals or alphabet letters.

(2) On multiple tenant buildings or complexes – Each occupant of a multiple tenant building or 
complex in the City are required to have approved street address numbers placed in a position to 
be plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property (see Figure 12-9). The 
following conditions shall apply:

a. Address numbers shall be displayed on both the primary front and rear entrance either on or 
within five (5) feet of the door;

b. Address numbers on multiple tenant suites shall be a minimum of four (4) inches high with a 
minimum stroke width of one-half (1∕2) inch;

c. Address numbers shall contrast with their background; and

d. Address numbers shall be Arabic numerals or alphabet letters.

Figure 12-9: Placement of Business Address
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(3) On freestanding signs - All freestanding, monument signs in the City are required to have approved 
street address numbers (or the address range assigned to occupants of the property) placed in a 
position to be plainly legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property (see Figure 
12-10). The following conditions shall apply:

a. Address numerals/letters shall be a minimum of six (6) inches high;

b. Address numbers shall contrast with their background and be legible to vehicular traffic on the 
adjacent right-of-way. 

c. Decorative accouterments containing only property addresses are exempt from calculation as 
sign face area, provided that the accouterments do not increase the sign's area by more than 
twenty (20) percent.  

d. Addresses incorporated into the sign face shall be calculated as part of the sign area.

Figure 12-10: Address on Free Standing Monument Sign

(4) Optional –

a. Canopies or awnings – Approved street address number integrated into the fringe or leading 
edge of a canopy or awning shall be exempt from calculation as sign face area. Address 
numerals/letters shall be a minimum of six (6) inches high.

b. Suspended under canopies – Approved street address numbers and/or occupant identification 
signs suspended from canopies covering pedestrian walkways shall be exempt from permit 
requirements and from calculation as sign face area provided that such sign meets all other 
requirements under Section 12.10.2.E(7).

c. Street names - Display of the street name associated with address numbers is not required and
optional.

I. Enforcement and removal standards – A permit may be required to remove a permitted sign and 
property owners should consult either a licensed contractor, structural engineer, or the Building Official
before removing.  Any sign found to be in a state of disrepair shall be declared a nuisance and must be 
brought into compliance or removed. Abandoned and/or damaged signs shall comply with the 
requirements of Section 12.7.2.
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Section 12.9 - Permitted Sign Types

12.9.1 – Objective

To systematically regulate and permit signs by type in a manner consistent with the purposes set forth in this 
Section.

12.9.2 – Applicability

This Section pertains to sign types on residential and nonresidential properties that require a permit to be 
constructed.  These standards do not apply to signs exempt from this Chapter described under Section 12.3.2 or 
exempt from permitting requirements described under Section 12.10.  Supplemental standards and requirements 
for permitted sign types in CRDs are outlined under Section 12.13.

12.9.3 - Freestanding Monument Signs

All freestanding signs shall be monument style and freestanding pole signs are prohibited except for the following: 
legal nonconforming pole signs regulated under Section 12.7; permitted on properties with frontage along US 
Highway 19 in accordance with Section 12.9.5; or exempt as outlined under Section 12.3.2 or Section 12.10.2.  
Measurement criteria used to determine the sign face of a freestanding monument sign and how to calculate the 
maximum aggregate sign area allowance are outlined under Section 12.8.3.G.

A freestanding monument sign is a sign with a base that is no less than seventy-five (75) percent of the proposed 
sign width. The distance between the bottom of the sign face and finished grade shall not be more than five (5) 
feet (see Figure 12-11).

Figure 12-11: Freestanding Monument Sign Dimensions

A. Location, number, and area – Freestanding monument sign are not allowed on single-family, duplex, 
and/or triplex properties.  All other properties are afforded at least one (1) freestanding monument sign
and the maximum sign face area is between forty-eight (48) and one-hundred-sixty (160) square feet 
depending on the property’s aggregate sign area allowance (see Table 12-1).  Individual tenants 
(building units) in multiple tenant building complexes spaces are not allowed to have separate 
freestanding monument signs.

B. Height – Maximum height of freestanding monument signs is between eight (8) feet and twelve (12) 
feet depending on the property’s aggregate sign area allowance (see Table 12-1).  Larger properties 
with frontage along a principal arterial/highway are afforded freestanding monument signs up to 
twelve (12) feet in height if they consist of a multi-building or multi-tenant property with five-hundred 
(500) feet or more of building (see Table 12-1).
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12.9.4 - Wall-mounted signs (canopy, lettering and/or projecting)

A. Location, number, and area – Wall-mounted signs are not allowed on single-family homes, duplexes, 
and/or triplexes.  Wall-mounted signs are allowed in common areas of residential subdivisions.  There is
no maximum number of wall-mounted signs allowed on properties with other land uses and such signs 
may be distributed on any of the building or perimeter subdivision walls however, fences shall not be 
considered walls for the purposes of this Section.  The subdivision sign may incorporate, or be 
incorporated into, accessory entrance structural features such as a project wall or landscaping, but may 
not be incorporated into a fence.   Total area allowances for wall-mounted signs shall be limited to the 
following maximum square footage:

 Residential subdivisions (e.g., townhomes and condominiums), multi-family, and mobile home 
parks: Maximum fifty (50) square feet

 Nonresidential: Maximum one-hundred-fifty (150) square feet

Measurement criteria used to determine the sign face of a wall-mounted sign and how to calculate the 
maximum aggregate sign area allowance are outlined under Section 12.8.3.G.

B. Free-standing buildings – In addition to the maximum sign area identified under Section 12.9.4.A, wall-
mounted signs on free-standing buildings shall not exceed that property’s maximum aggregate sign 
area allowance.

C. Multiple occupancy properties – Wall-mounted signs permitted for individual tenant spaces (building 
units) in multiple tenant building complexes shall not exceed maximum square footages identified 
under Section 12.9.2.A; however, the tenant’s wall-mounted sign shall not be subject to the property’s 
aggregate sign area allowance.  Each tenant space shall be allowed one (1) wall-mounted sign and the 
sign face shall be based on each occupant's portion of the building frontage oriented toward the means 
of customer access (regardless of the building's orientation toward the street). For these purposes, 
tenant space building frontage shall be measured as the distance from fire-wall separation to fire-wall 
separation or exterior wall. Occupants which are interior to the building or another occupant's space 
shall not be allocated separate wall-mounted signage.

D. High-rise Buildings - For buildings over three (3) stories in height, additional wall sign area shall be 
permitted above the third floor of the building. The additional allowable sign area shall be three (3) 
square feet per each vertical foot of building height (excluding antennas and other attachments) up to 
a maximum of three hundred (300) square feet. The additional sign area allowed for buildings over 
three (3) stories cannot be transferred to projecting signs, monument signs, or signs located below the 
third story.

12.9.5 - US Highway 19 Signs

A. Location, number, and area - Parcels which are immediately adjacent to US Highway 19, with direct 
access to the roadway via a service or frontage road, are permitted one (1) freestanding monument 
sign or pole sign located adjacent to US Highway 19.  The sign face area allowable on all applicable 
parcels immediately adjacent to US Highway 19 shall be determined based on roadway classification, 
the total amount of building frontage and land use designation applicable to the subject parcel where 
the sign is to be located and in accordance with Table 12-1. Freestanding signs constructed pursuant to 
this Section may be increased by up to an additional twenty-five (25) percent. Any increase in sign face 
square footage granted pursuant to the Section is not transferable to any other sign located on the 
subject parcel or any other parcel.

B. Height – The height of freestanding monument or pole signs located adjacent to US Highway 19 may 
extend up to a maximum of fourteen (14) feet in height above the crown of the road. The crown of the 
road is measured as the highest point of the driving surface of the road, excluding any sidewalls, "jersey
barriers," etc. as depicted in Figure 12-12.
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C. Landscape at pole sign base - Freestanding signs permitted along the US Highway 19 roadway shall have
a minimum two hundred (200) square foot landscaped area located at the base of the sign, excluding 
the area occupied by the base of the sign, designed in accordance with the landscaping design 
standards of Section 10.5.2.D(13).

Figure 12-12: US-19 Signage

12.9.6 - Off-Site Signs and Billboards

A. Existing billboards - Regulated pursuant to the Development Outdoor Advertising/Billboard Agreements
with various sign companies as adopted by City Commission. Annexed properties with billboards are 
governed through either annexation agreements or through agreements between the sign company 
and the City. 

B. Proposed billboards or off-site signs - No off-site commercial signs shall be permitted except signage 
erected by the City of Largo for governmental speech such as promoting City sponsored events or 
municipal branding/themes, and grand opening/promotional signs as outlined under Section 
12.9.7.F(2). No new billboards shall be allowed except as permitted by a written agreement between 
the City and the company proposing to construct the new billboard.

12.9.7 - Gr a n d   O p e n i n g / P r o m o t i o n a l   Signs

A. Applicability - These signs are not intended for permanent installation and are designed for short 
periods of display on property where new businesses, grand openings and special business events or 
promotions are scheduled.  Grand opening/promotional signs include banner signs, feather signs, as 
well non-conventional forms of advertisement which encompasses persons dressed as characters or 
products or persons holding signs/waving and/or inflatables, as well as portable messaging signs. Grand
opening/promotional sign standards and permit requirements do not apply to City-sponsored events 
but do apply to events on City property that are not City-sponsored.     Grand opening/promotional 
signs may not include prohibited signs and may not violate general signage restrictions outlined under 
Section 12.6.

B. Time limits - Grand opening/promotional signs may be displayed in continuous increments, per permit, 
up to the maximum time allowed per year for temporary event types included under Table 16-1.  New 
businesses or developments having an on-site promotional event associated with a grand opening may 
have a one time, thirty (30) day continuous display of grand opening/promotional signs per quantity 
guidelines under Section 12.9.7.C; this one-time display allowance does not count towards the 
maximum time allowed per year for temporary event types included under Table 16-1.

C. Quantity – A maximum of one (1) banner or freestanding grand opening/promotional sign and/or one 
(1) inflatable or one (1) non-conventional grand opening/promotional sign may be displayed per permit 
up to the maximum dimensions included under Section 12.9.7.G. and maximum time allowed per year 
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for temporary event types included under Table 16-1. There are no restrictions on the number of grand 
opening/promotional signs allowed per permit when a Temporary Event Permit is applied for and 
issued in conjunction with a Grand Opening/Promotional Sign Permit; however, sign time limits apply.

D. Use types - Shall be allowed on all properties except for single-family, duplex, and triplex residential 
properties.

E. Permit and fee – The cost of a Grand Opening/Promotional Sign Permit is waived for a new business or 
development having a grand opening promotional event provided that the business or development 
has a valid Business Tax Receipt (BTR) or certificate of occupancy (CO), if applicable.  All other applicants
shall submit a fee in accordance with then current fee schedule.  All Grand Opening/Promotional Sign 
Permit applications are required to submit the following:

(1) A Grand Opening/Promotional Sign Permit application with a letter of authorization from the 
property owner(s) or authorized agent; 

(2) A current, legal survey, or dimensioned sketch, showing the location of the grand 
opening/promotional sign(s) in relations to property lines, rights-of-way, easements, and 
improvements (buildings, driveways, etc.) within, and adjacent to, the property; and

(3) A Temporary Event Permit is required to be issued for all inflatables and non-conventional grand 
opening/promotional signs, and if an applicant requests an unlimited number of grand 
opening/promotional signs per Section 12.9.7.C.

F. Placement –

(1) All grand opening/promotional signs must be located on the property where the event is being held
and set back at least three (3) feet from the public right-of-way and shall not conflict with visibility 
triangles and other General Signage Restrictions under Section 12.6.

(2) Temporary off-site grand opening/promotional signs may be erected only upon compliance with 
the following: 

a. Grand opening/promotional signs associated with a permitted temporary event may be 
located off-site within one (1) mile of the property where the event is permitted to be held.

b. A letter of authorization from the property owner(s) or authorized agent consenting to the 
placement of the off-site grand opening/promotional signs.

c. There shall be no more than two (2) off-site grand opening/promotional signs on any one (1) 
property. 

d. The size, height, and placement of the sign shall comply with the requirements set forth in 
Section 12.9.7.G.

e. No grand opening/promotional sign shall be erected on or within any right-of-way.

G. Maximum dimensions -

(1) Affixed to building - Banner signs are not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet each. Signs must be 
securely affixed to a building. 

(2) Freestanding signs - Freestanding signs (including feather signs) are not to exceed thirty-two (32) 
square feet total and twelve (12) feet in height.  The maximum overall dimension of a portable A-
frame sign shall be twenty-six (26) by forty-two (42) inches (see Figure 12-13).

(3) Inflatables - One (1) inflatable, twenty-five (25) feet in height. Must be ground mounted. Copy on 
an inflatable shall be in lieu of, and subject to the standards for, allowable grand 
opening/promotional sign area, which is limited to thirty-two (32) square feet total.

(4) Non-conventional forms of advertisement - One (1) person dressed as a character or product.  The 
person may also hold or wave a sign and/or inflatable.
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H. Other conditions –

(1) Grand opening/promotional signs shall be constructed of sturdy material such as wood, hard 
plastic, vinyl, engineered wood, or particle board of sufficient thickness to withstand the weather 
elements. Cardboard and paper faced temporary signs are strictly prohibited unless safely 
fastened, in entirety, to a backing made of sturdy material.

(2) No grand opening/promotional sign shall be erected which, by reason of its size, location or 
construction constitutes a hazard to the public.

12.9.8 – Drive-through signs -

Drive-through or carryout services may have a sign which carries only the name of the establishment and 
the current list and price of goods or services available in the establishment.  Drive-through signs shall not 
count towards the allowable aggregate signage area. 

Section 12.10 – Signs Exempt from Permits and Requirements Citywide

12.10.1 – Applicability

The following activities and sign types are exempt from the permitting process but are not exempt from the 
requirements imposed by this Section or from all applicable requirements and restrictions included in this Chapter. 
Signs that comply with the requirements in this Section shall not be included in the determination of the type, 
number, or area of signs allowed to be permitted on a property.  Unless stated otherwise, the requirements listed 
for each sign included in this Section shall apply to both commercial and non-commercial signs.

12.10.2 – Signs Exempt from Permits

Applicants shall be responsible for securing any other required permits, if applicable, and meet all other standards 
of the CDC as well as other local, state, and federal regulations prior to performing the following activities or 
erecting or modifying the following signs:  

A. Forms of signage listed as exempt from this Chapter under Section 12.3.2.

B. Types of maintenance and replaceable copy exempt from permitting listed under Section 12.11.4.

C. Window signs and coverings - Permanent and temporary window signs or coverings displaying 
commercial and non-commercial content shall be permitted on nonresidential land uses only.  Groups 
of multiple windows or doors within six (6) inches of one another on the same building façade shall be 
considered as one (1) window or door for the purpose of sign face area calculation.

(1) Occupied buildings –

a. An occupied nonresidential building, or individual tenant space in such a building, may have 
one (1) sign, thirty-two (32) square feet in size, and eight (8) feet high displayed in any window. 
In lieu of one (1) large sign, several smaller signs may be displayed in any window as long as no 
more than twenty-five (25) percent of the window area is covered or the total area of all signs 
in the window do not exceed one-hundred (100) square feet, whichever is less (see Figure 12-
13).

b. Window signs that meet the definition of governmental signs are allowed and have no size 
limitations.

c. An electrical permit may be required, if applicable.
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Figure 12-13: Allowable Coverage by Window Signs

(2) Vacant or unoccupied buildings –

a. If a nonresidential building, or individual tenant space in such a building, is unoccupied and 
vacant for more than thirty (30) days or is undergoing construction/renovation with an active 
building permit, one-hundred (100) percent of any window may have window coverings 
including but not limited to brown kraft paper or decorative, non-commercial window 
coverings.

b. This applies to all first or ground floor windows facing the street, public right-of-way, or any 
public sidewalk to prevent a clear view into the interior of the building. 

c. Windows may not be covered with plastic garbage bags, plywood, cardboard, or soaping of 
windows.  

D. Flags – Flags containing commercial advertisement (e.g., company names, tradenames, trademarks, 
business logos, and/or symbols) may be allowed as freestanding, wall-mounted, or projecting signs, 
and, if so used, the area of the flag shall be included in and limited by the aggregate allowable area for 
signs on the property and shall require a permit in accordance with Section 12.9. The following 
standards apply to the flagpoles for all flags (commercial or noncommercial). 

(1) Location –

a. Flags and flagpoles shall not be located within any right-of-way and may be placed on 
residential and nonresidential parcels. 

b. Flagpoles on nonresidential parcels must be setback at least fifteen (15) feet from property 
lines or a minimum distance equal to or greater than the height of the flagpole or mounting 
device, whichever is greater.  Flag poles along US Highway 19 which exceed thirty-five (35) feet
in height must be setback from adjacent residential properties a minimum distance equal to or 
greater than the height of the flagpole.

c. Flagpoles may be erected vertically or, alternatively, may be attached to a building horizontally
or at an angle. 

(2) Maximum height and dimensions–

a. Size - The horizontal length of the flag should be approximately 1/4 to 1/3 the height of the 
flagpole.

b. Flagpoles over twenty (20) feet in height shall comply with all applicable building and 
engineering construction requirements and must be approved through the building permit 
review process prior to installation. 

c. Flagpoles may not exceed thirty-five (35) feet in height on all residential and nonresidential 
properties that are not immediately adjacent to U.S. Highway 19.

d. Nonresidential properties immediately adjacent to U.S. Highway 19, with direct access to the 
roadway via a service or frontage road, are permitted up to a maximum flagpole height of 
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seventy-five (75) feet above the crown of the road. The crown of the road is measured as the 
highest point of the driving surface of the road, excluding any sidewalls, “jersey barriers,” etc. 

e. Flagpole heights shall meet the current standards and regulations of the Federal Aviation 
Authority (FAA).

E. Historical site markers – Historical markers erected at historical or memorial sites in accordance with 
section 267.074, Florida Statutes, including plaque signs are allowed on residential and nonresidential 
properties.  Such signs shall meet Florida Historical Markers and State Historical Marker Program 
requirements outlined in section 267.074, Florida Statutes.

F. Signs during construction on public right-of-way - The DCO, or his/her designee, shall decide, based on 
sixty (60) percent plans, when temporary signage is required to overcome decreased visibility resulting 
from public right-of-way construction projects lasting one (1) month or longer in duration.

(1) The DCO, or his/her designee, shall notify the occupants of each affected property of their eligibility
for said signage.  

(2) Each affected property is limited to a signage area of thirty-two (32) square feet and may not 
exceed eight (8) feet in height.

(3) Signs erected during public right-of-way construction may be in the public right-of-way but shall 
not obstruct visibility triangles.

(4) The applicant shall submit a fee in accordance with the then current fee schedule for temporary 
signage and may keep the temporary signage in place throughout the duration of construction 
activity. 

G. Incidental signs - Incidental signs of a non-commercial nature are intended primarily for the 
convenience of the public and may also provide direction to pedestrian and vehicular traffic. Incidental 
signage may be subject to permitting requirements under the technical building codes, as determined 
by the Building Official.  Such signs are allowed in addition to all other signs when they are of such a 
size and location that satisfy their intended purpose and do not constitute additional advertising. 
Incidental signs must adhere to the following standards:

(1) Maximum sign face – Each incidental sign face may not exceed four (4) square feet.

(2) Maximum height – Each incidental sign shall be a maximum of three (3) feet in height including 
support posts unless required pursuant to regulatory agency requirements.  

a. Height restrictions do not apply to wall-mounted incidental signs on principal structures, but 
projecting signs shall meet minimum clearance requirements as depicted in Figure 12-9. 

(3) Exemptions - Larger/higher incidental signs may be used when required pursuant to other 
regulatory agency requirements or when the DCO deems necessary for safety or visibility for the 
public. The location and design of larger/higher incidental signs not mounted flush against principal 
structures must be approved by both the Building Official and the City Engineer.

(4) Prohibited - Any sign that imitates or resembles official traffic or governmental signs and signals, or 
otherwise presents a potential traffic or pedestrian hazard, including signs which obstruct visibility, 
are not allowed under this section.

H. Temporary signs –Temporary signs are non-permanent signs designed for short periods of display.  Each
parcel of land within the City shall be allowed temporary sign(s) at any given time on the parcel based 
on the following standards:

(1) Maximum number and size - Each parcel of land shall have no more than two (2) temporary signs at
any one time and each individual sign shall be no more than three (3) square feet in size.

(2) Periods of display – Unlimited with exceptions noted under 12.8.2.K(3).
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(3) Exceptions - Beginning ninety (90) days prior to and extending no more than seven (7) days 
following any election in which residents of the City are eligible to vote, additional temporary signs 
shall be allowed up to a maximum of five (5) signs per parcel.  Each sign erected during this specific 
time period shall be no more than ten (10) square feet in size.

I. Limited duration signs - Limited duration signs are non-permanent signs that typically require longer 
display times. Each parcel of land within the City shall be allowed limited duration sign(s) at any given 
time on the parcel without a permit based on the following standards. Unless otherwise stated, the 
requirements listed below shall apply to both commercial and non-commercial signs.

(1) Residential –

a. Freestanding sign(s) may be erected on a residential property during the time of sale, lease or 
rental of a lot or dwelling unit, provided that the following conditions are met:

(i) Maximum number – One (1) sign per street frontage if the signs are not visible 
simultaneously, plus one (1) sign per each additional three-hundred (300) feet of frontage;

(ii) Maximum size and height – Each sign may not exceed six (6) square feet in area and eight 
(8) feet in height.  On lots of more than two (2) acres, each sign area may be increased to 
sixteen (16) square feet and eight (8) feet in height;

(iii) Minimum separation – Each sign must have a minimum separation of three-hundred (300)
feet or not be visible simultaneously; and,

(iv) Periods of display - Unlimited, provided that the sign is removed within 15 days of the sale,
lease or rental of the lot or dwelling unit.

(v) Exceptions – For any property that received development approval from the City to 
construct a townhome subdivision, all the conditions noted under this subsection shall 
apply except that the maximum size of each sign area may be increased to sixteen (16) 
square feet and, for properties between two (2) and four (4) acres in size, the maximum 
size of each sign area may be increase to thirty-two (32) square feet.  For properties 
greater than four (4) acres in size the maximum size of each sign area may be increased to 
sixty-four (64) square feet.  Such signs may be erected after approval of a Development 
Order and remain until issuance of a building permit for the last lot to be sold or 
completion of the development project.

b. Freestanding sign(s) may be erected on a residential property during the time of construction 
or remodeling of a property provided building permit(s) have been issued and the following 
conditions are met:

(i) Maximum number – One (1) sign per street frontage if the signs are not visible 
simultaneously, plus one (1) sign per each additional three-hundred (300) feet of frontage;

(ii) Maximum size and height – Each sign may not exceed six (6) square feet in area and eight 
(8) feet in height.  On lots of more than two (2) acres, each sign area may be increased to 
sixteen (16) square feet and eight (8) feet in height;

(ii) Minimum separation – Each sign(s) on the same parcel must have a minimum separation 
of three-hundred (300) feet or not be visible simultaneously;

(iv) Periods of display – Allowed for the duration of active construction or remodeling (i.e., 
from permit issuance to final inspection/Certificate of Occupancy); and

(v) Exceptions – For any property that received development approval from the City to 
construct a townhome subdivision, all the conditions noted under this subsection shall 
apply except that the maximum size of each sign area may be increased to sixteen (16) 
square feet and, for properties between two (2) and four (4) acres in size, the maximum 
size of each sign area may be increase to thirty-two (32) square feet.  For properties 
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greater than four (4) acres in size the maximum size of each sign area may be increased to 
sixty-four (64) square feet.  Such signs may be erected after approval of a Development 
Order and remain until issuance of a building permit for the last lot to be sold or 
completion of the development project.

(2) Nonresidential –

a. Freestanding sign(s) may be erected on a nonresidential property during the time of sale, lease
or rental of a lot or dwelling unit, provided that the following conditions are met:

(i) Maximum number – One (1) sign per street frontage if the signs are not visible 
simultaneously, plus one (1) sign per each additional three-hundred (300) feet of frontage;

(ii) Maximum size and height – Each sign may not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area and 
eight (8) feet in height.  On lots of more than two (2) acres, each sign area may be 
increased to thirty-two (32) square feet and eight (8) feet in height;

(iii) Minimum separation – Each sign on the same parcel must have a minimum separation of 
three-hundred (300) feet or not be visible simultaneously; and,

(iv) Periods of display - Unlimited, provided that the sign is removed within 15 days of the sale,
lease or rental of the lot or dwelling unit.

b. Freestanding sign(s) may be erected on a nonresidential property during the time of 
construction or remodeling of a property provided building permit(s) have been issued and the
following conditions are met:

(i) Maximum number – One (1) sign per street frontage if the signs are not visible 
simultaneously, plus one (1) sign per each additional three-hundred (300) feet of frontage;

(ii) Maximum size and height – Each sign may not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area and 
eight (8) feet in height.  On lots of more than two (2) acres, each sign area may be 
increased to thirty-two (32) square feet and eight (8) feet in height;

(iii) Minimum separation – Each sign on the same parcel must have a minimum separation of 
three-hundred (300) feet or not be visible simultaneously; 

(iv) Periods of display – Allowed for the duration of active construction or remodeling (i.e., 
from permit issuance to final inspection/Certificate of Occupancy).

J. Portable A-frame signs –  Portable A-frame signs are allowed in the CRDs, Activity Centers, and 
Multimodal Corridors on nonresidential and mixed-use properties.  Such A-frame signs shall be allowed 
on private property without issuance of a permit and shall not affect the amount or type of signage 
otherwise allowed by this Chapter.  The following standards shall apply:

(1) One (1) A-Frame sign shall be allowed per separate business. 

(2) The maximum overall dimension of an A-frame sign shall be twenty-six (26) by forty-two (42) 
inches (see Figure 12-14);

(3) No A-frame sign shall interrupt the normal flow of vehicle, pedestrian or bicycle traffic and shall 
provide a minimum of three (3) feet of clear passage for pedestrians on a sidewalk where a 
sidewalk exists;

(4) No A-frame sign shall obstruct a visibility triangle;

(5) All A-frame signs shall only be displayed during the sign owner's business hours and shall be stored 
indoors when the business is not open, during tropical storm/hurricane watches and warnings, and 
other severe weather advisories;

(6) A-frame signs shall be placed adjacent to the business displaying the sign;
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(7) A-frame signs shall be professionally constructed of a durable material including but not limited to 
aluminum, cast metal, molded plastic, PVC, recycled plastic, lumber, metal, wood or other similar 
materials; and,

(8) A-frame signs shall not be illuminated, animated, electrically powered.

Figure 12-14: A-Frame Sign Dimensions

12.10.3 - Requirements

It is the property owner's responsibility to ensure that signs exempt from permit requirements are designed and 
installed to preserve public safety and do not constitute prohibited signs and do not violate general signage 
restrictions outlined under Section 12.6.

Section 12.11 – Sign Permit Applications

12.11.1 – Applicability

Unless noted otherwise within these regulations, no person shall erect, alter, enlarge, extend, repair, replace, or 
relocate a sign, sign structure, or sign lighting source without approval of a city building permit.  These permit 
submission requirements do not apply to signs exempt from this Chapter described under Section 12.3.2 or 
exempt from permitting requirements described under Section 12.10.

12.11.2 – Permit Submission Requirements

Except as exempted elsewhere in this Chapter, all permit applications for signs shall be submitted by a licensed 
professional, and all electrical, mechanical, or plumbing work shall be performed only by individuals licensed for 
such work, and must include the following information and documents:

A. Parcel identification number and address of the proposed sign(s) location;

B. Future land use map designations for the property on which the sign(s) will be located and a description
of the actual use of the property where the sign(s) will be installed;

C. Applicant’s contact information (e.g., name, address, phone number, email);

D. Property owner’s contact information (e.g., name, address, phone number, email);

E. A notarized affidavit or statement of authorization signed by the property owner consenting to the 
installation and placement of the proposed sign(s) on the property;

F. For freestanding signs, a current legal survey or site plan of the property is required.  All other proposed
sign types require either the submission of a legal survey or a plot plan, drawn to scale. All plans must 
show the location and dimensions of all property lines, rights-of-ways, easements, and improvements 
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(e.g., overhead utility lines; location and dimensions of onsite buildings; driveways, etc.) within and 
adjacent to the property. The location(s) of all existing and proposed freestanding signs must be 
indicated;

G. Elevation drawing(s) showing the location and dimensions of all existing and proposed signs attached to
building(s), including but not limited to wall, canopy, and projecting signs. When a building is occupied 
by multiple tenants and/or is in a CRD, the drawings shall also indicate each occupant's linear building 
frontage;

H. Scale drawings(s) showing the dimensions and construction of all existing and proposed sign structures.  
The drawings shall detail the proposed sign type(s) to be installed with dimensions included (e.g., sign 
face width, height and area, overall height, depth, color scheme, structural details, materials, 
illuminated or non-illuminated, and lighting scheme).  When submitted as part of a sign permit 
application, these drawings must be signed and sealed by a registered engineer;

I. The value of the proposed sign(s);

J. A letter of "No Objection" from utility providers (e.g., Duke Energy) or other jurisdictional agencies, as 
applicable, for any signs located within ten (10) feet of a right-of-way or a utility easement;

K. If the applicant for a proposed freestanding sign wishes to measure sign height from the crown of the 
adjacent roadway, a legal boundary survey must be submitted for the subject parcel depicting the 
roadway crown elevation;

L. If the proposed freestanding sign is to be located on a parcel immediately adjacent to US Highway 19, a 
legal boundary survey must be submitted for the subject parcel depicting the highest point of US 
Highway 19 adjacent to the subject parcel(s)' property line(s). The highest point of US Highway 19 
adjacent to the subject parcel(s) shall be measured as described in Section 12.9.5; and,

M. A Master Signage Plan, as described in Section 12.12, if it is required to be submitted and kept on file 
with the Community Development Department by that section. 

12.11.3 – Permit Conditions and Processes

A. Fees - No permit shall be issued until the appropriate application has been filed with the Building 
Official and/or his or her designee and all permit fees have been paid. 

B. Review process -

(1) Review criteria - The permit application for a sign shall be reviewed for a determination of whether 
the proposed sign meets the applicable requirements of this Chapter and consistency with the 
approved Master Signage Plan for the property as well as any other applicable provision of the 
CDC. 

(2) Application review deadlines - The review of the permit application for signs shall be completed 
within fifteen (15) business days after the receipt of the completed application by the Community 
Development Department. The application shall be approved or denied within that time frame. If 
the application is denied, the reasons for denial shall be set forth in writing and delivered to the 
applicant within fifteen (15) business days. 

C. Inspection process - The Community Development Department may make, or require, any inspections 
to ascertain compliance with the provisions of this Chapter as well as any other applicable provisions of 
the CDC, and/or other applicable laws, regulations, and technical codes. 

D. Permit duration - Shall be in accordance with Section 18.1.1 Building Codes.

E. Failure to obtain a permit - Any work performed without a permit, when one is required, shall result in 
the entire sign being considered illegal and subject to immediate removal at the property owner's 
expense. Should it be determined that the sign is legally permissible, the property owner shall pay three
(3) times the normal application fee to obtain a permit to retain the sign. 
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12.11.4 – Permit Exceptions

Forms of signage listed as exempt from this Chapter under Section 12.3.2 and sign types exempt for permitting 
requirements are listed in Section 12.10.  In addition, no permit shall be required to perform the following actions:

A. Replaceable copy on sign - Change the copy on a sign which is specifically designed for the use of 
replaceable copy. This shall include the replacement of sign panels, provided it does not materially alter
the sign structure or require a permit. This provision does not exempt a property owner from the 
requirement to bring nonconforming signs into conformance, when applicable. 

B. Simple, nonstructural maintenance - Simple nonstructural maintenance of a sign which shall include:

(1) Paint, stucco, or other similar treatments applied to the sign's structure to improve aesthetics 
and/or inhibit rust and deterioration; and 

(2) Replacement of defective parts and expendable components (e.g., lighting elements, vinyl letters).

Section 12.12 – Master Sign Plans

A. Objective - A Master Sign Plan provides information about what signs already exist on a property when 
an application for a permit is made and eliminates the need to recompute the dimensions and location 
of each permitted sign when a sign administration or enforcement question arises.  The Master Sign 
Plan is used to determine the maximum aggregate sign area allowance for a property or tenant space 
for multiple tenant buildings or complexes.  Section 12.8.3.G details how maximum aggregate signage 
area is calculated and Tables 12-1 and 12-2 summarizes the details.

B. Applicability – A Master Signage Plan Form shall be filed with the Community Development Department 
and kept up to date by filing a new Master Signage Plan Form when conditions change.  A Master 
Signage Plan Form shall be required under the following circumstances:

(1) As a condition of the Development Order (DO) to develop or redevelop a property;

(2) All permit applications involving a sign or its light source; and

(3) All permit applications involving exterior renovations to a building with attached signs.

C. Submission requirements –

(1) The applicant shall complete the Master Signage Plan Form and include items listed under 
12.11.2 as part of the permit submission requirements.

12.12.1 - Alternate Master Sign Plan

The purpose of the Alternate Master Sign Plan is to provide flexibility for sign size, height, and placement 
responding to the special needs for both project and tenant visibility of multi-building/tenant campuses of regional
size and significance, particularly located along high traffic corridors and in activity centers.

A. Nonresidential developments outside CRDs –

(1) Required characteristics - To qualify for an alternate master sign plan, a nonresidential 
development must have all the following characteristics:

a. The site is a campus or complex of nonresidential buildings and/or nonresidential multi-tenant 
spaces (such as a medical campus or shopping center); and

b. The site is at least three (3) acres in size; and,

c. All parcels and buildings are either under a single ownership or there is a shared ownership 
across all parcels and buildings (represented by a property owners association, a unity of title, 
unified management, or similar mechanism showing joint ownership); and,
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d. All parcels and buildings are served by shared internal vehicular circulation and parking, and 
the site functions as a unified development; and,

e. The site has frontage on at least one (1) major collector, principal arterial or highway.

(2) Design standards - All freestanding signs approved for nonresidential developments under an 
alternate master sign plan are subject to the following design standards:

a. Signs shall reflect the architecture of the buildings on the site, using similar materials, styles, 
and architectural treatments; 

b. The maximum height for a freestanding monument sign on a nonresidential site that has the 
required street frontage and aggregate area multiplier shall not exceed twelve (12) feet with 
one-hundred-sixty (160) square feet of sign face unless a bonus height and area is applied for 
and approved based on criteria outlined under Section 12.2.2.  With approval of an Alternate 
Master Sign Plan that grants bonus height and area, freestanding monument signs shall not 
exceed twenty-four (24) feet in height and 200 square feet in area.

c. Freestanding monument signs above twelve (12) feet in height may be partially open at the 
base; however, the opening shall not exceed half the height of the proposed sign at the base 
for better visibility, as long as the sign is supported by at least two (2) structural supports that 
are designed to match the primary sign utilizing similar architectural design and materials, 
including but not limited to color and any trim work.

(3) Freestanding identification signs - Freestanding identification signs for the entire campus (including 
individual tenant or owner identification as well as directory signage) may be proposed to be 
placed on any parcel contained within the campus/complex, subject to a finding by the DCO that 
the proposed sign location(s) appropriately serve to identify the entire campus/complex. Directory 
or directional signage that is designed to be part of an identity plan for an entire campus/complex 
may be placed appropriately throughout the campus/complex and will not be counted toward the 
maximum allowed sign area.

B. Nonresidential developments inside CRDs –

(1) Required characteristics - To qualify for an alternate master sign plan, a nonresidential 
development in one of the CRDs must have all the following characteristics:

a. The site is a campus or complex of nonresidential buildings and/or nonresidential multi-tenant 
spaces (such as a medical campus or shopping center); and

b. The site is at least three (3) acres in size; and,

c. All parcels and buildings are either under a single ownership or there is a shared ownership 
across all parcels and buildings (represented by a property owners association, a unity of title, 
unified management, or similar mechanism showing joint ownership); and,

d. All parcels and buildings are served by shared internal vehicular circulation and parking, and 
the site functions as a unified development; and,

e. The site has frontage on at least one (1) major collector, principal arterial or highway.

(2) Design standards - All freestanding signs approved for nonresidential developments under an 
alternate master sign plan are subject to the following design standards:

a. Signs shall reflect the architecture of the buildings on the site, using similar materials, styles, 
and architectural treatments; 

b. No freestanding monument sign will be allowed within the CRDs above eight (8) feet in height 
unless approved as part of an alternate master sign plan, and the maximum height that can be 
granted is twelve (12) feet.  Monument signs approved up to twelve (12) feet in height may be 
partially open at the base; however, the opening shall not exceed half the height of the 
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proposed sign at the base for better visibility, as long as the sign is supported by at least two 
(2) structural supports that are designed to match the primary sign utilizing similar 
architectural design and materials, including but not limited to color and any trim work.

(3) Freestanding identification signs - Freestanding identification signs for the entire campus (including 
individual tenant or owner identification as well as directory signage) may be proposed to be 
placed on any parcel contained within the campus/complex, subject to a finding by the DCO that 
the proposed sign location(s) appropriately serve to identify the entire campus/complex. Directory 
or directional signage that is designed to be part of an identity plan for an entire campus/complex 
may be placed appropriately throughout the campus/complex and will not be counted toward the 
maximum allowed sign area.

(4) Location restrictions – Alternate master sign plans for nonresidential developments are allowed in 
the Mixed-Use Character (MUC), Medical Arts (MA), and Professional Office (PO) Districts of the 
CRDs subject to full compliance with the standards, regulations and criteria contained in the CRD 
Plans and supplemental standards.

C. Residential multifamily developments and Assisted Living Facilities (ALFs) –

(1) Required characteristics - To qualify for an alternate master sign plan, multifamily developments 
and assisted living facilities must have all the following characteristics:

a. The site is a campus or complex of buildings containing at least 50 dwelling units; and,

b. The site is at least six (6) acres in size;

c. All parcels and buildings are either under a single ownership or there is a shared ownership 
across all parcels and buildings (represented by a property owners association, a unity of title, 
unified management, or similar mechanism showing joint ownership);

d. All parcels and buildings are served by shared internal vehicular circulation and parking, and 
the site functions as a unified development.

(2) Design standards - All freestanding signs approved for multifamily developments and assisted living
facilities under an alternate master sign plan are subject to the following design standards:

a. Freestanding signs shall be limited to seventy-two (72) square feet in area and a height of 
twelve (12) feet. 

b. Shall meet any other applicable requirements of this CDC.

(3) Freestanding identification signs - Freestanding identification signs for the entire campus (including 
individual tenant or owner identification as well as directory signage) may be proposed to be 
placed on any parcel contained within the campus/complex, subject to a finding by the DCO that 
the proposed sign location(s) appropriately serve to identify the entire campus/complex. Directory 
or directional signage that is designed to be part of an identity plan for an entire campus/complex 
may be placed appropriately throughout the campus/complex and will not be counted toward the 
maximum allowed sign area.

(4) Location restrictions - Shall not apply to Mobile Home Park communities and single-family 
subdivisions, duplex or triplex properties.

12.12.2 – Bonus Height and Area for Alternate Master Sign Plans

As part of a proposed Alternate Master Sign Plan, the Development Control Officer (DCO) may make a finding that 
additional bonus height and/or size for a freestanding sign(s) is warranted.  Signs shall not exceed twenty-four (24) 
feet in height and 200 square feet in area. The provision of this additional height and square footage may be 
granted by the DCO, based on the following:
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A. A proposed freestanding sign(s) provides a level of architectural quality significantly above that required
by this Section and a special need for visibility is demonstrated based on the characteristics of the 
adjacent street(s); or

B. The site is a campus or complex of buildings and/or multi-tenant spaces with regional significance and 
identification needs.

Section 12.13 - Signage in the Community Redevelopment Districts (CRDs)

12.13.1 - Objective

To identify specific sign code standards for special use designations and overlays applied to areas of the City that 
serve as local retail, financial, governmental, residential, and employment focal points.  These areas have specific 
development standards and bonus densities designed to encourage redevelopment in one or a combination of 
uses, with good access to mass transit.

12.13.2 – Applicability

The sign standards contained within this Section of the CDC apply to residential and nonresidential properties 
within the Clearwater Largo Road and West Bay Drive CRDs (See Map 7-2).  Sign types not specifically regulated in 
this Section shall follow all standards and restrictions contained in Chapter 12 including but not limited to 
prohibited signs or signs violating general signage restrictions outlined under Section 12.6.4.

12.13.3 – Permitted Sign Types in CRDs

Allowable signage for developed properties in the CRDs shall be based on the use of the property, not the land use 
designation of the property.  The type, number, and dimensional standards for sign types that require a permit on 
properties within the CRDs are outlined in this Section and Table 12-2.  All CRD properties shall be required to 
submit a Master Signage Plan Form as set forth in Section 12.12.

A. Freestanding monument signs –

(1) All properties, except for single-family, duplex, and triplexes, in the CRDs shall be permitted one (1) 
freestanding monument sign, in compliance with the maximum sign dimensions illustrated on 
Figure 12-15 and established in Table 12-2. 

(2) Signage shall be integrated with the design and materials of the building. The base of the sign may 
be made of the same materials as the building and may echo the style of the building facade. 

(3) An additional freestanding monument sign shall be allowed if the (re)development has more than 
five hundred (500) linear feet of road frontage on a single roadway, or if the (re)development takes
vehicular traffic from more than one arterial roadway. Free standing monument signs on sites with 
multi-tenants or multi-buildings must follow the City-wide standards contained in Section 12.9.3 
and Table 12-1.

(4) Allowable freestanding monument sign area may be transferred and added to the maximum 
allowable wall signage. The additional sign area allowed for buildings over three (3) stories cannot 
be transferred to projecting signs, monument signs, or signs located below the third story.
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Figure 12-15: Maximum Signage Area Allowances in the CRDs

Table 12-2: Maximum Aggregate Signage Area Allowances - CRDs

Linear Feet of Lot Frontage Monument Signs Projecting Signs Wall/Canopy Signs

Sign face area Sign height Sign face area Sign face area

100' or less 24 sq. ft. 8 feet 8 sq. ft. 50 sq. ft.

101'—199' 48 sq. ft. 8 feet 8 sq. ft. 60 sq. ft.

200'—499' 60 sq. ft. 8 feet 8 sq. ft. 70 sq. ft.

More than 500' and/or frontage 
on more than one arterial road 

2 signs at 60 
sq. ft. each

8 feet 2 signs at 60 sq. ft. 
each

100 sq. ft.

Buildings over 3 stories Depends on 
linear feet of 
road frontage 

8 feet Depends on linear 
feet of road 
frontage 

Additional sign area 
shall be permitted 
above the third floor
of the building. The 
allowable sign area 
shall be 3 sq. ft. per 
each vertical foot of 
building height 
(excluding antennas 
and other 
attachments) up to 
a max of 300 sq. ft.

B. Wall-mounted signs (canopy, lettering, and/or projecting) -

(1) One (1) projecting sign shall be allowed for each business located within a (re)development, in 
compliance with the maximum sign dimensions established in Table 12-2.

(2) One (1) or more wall/canopy signs shall be allowed for each separate business within a 
(re)development, up to the maximum sign areas allowed per applicant, in compliance with the 
maximum sign dimensions established in Table 12-2.

(3) Trail related uses which abut the Pinellas Trail, Duke Energy Trail, or any other designated urban 
trail shall be allowed one (1) additional wall sign or projecting sign not to exceed thirty-two (32) 
square feet located on the side of the building facing the Pinellas Trail or the designated urban trail.
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(3) Signs located on (or overhanging upon) a public right-of-way shall require a hold harmless 
agreement to indemnify the City from any and all loss resulting from injury to, or death to, persons 
or damage to property arising out of, resulting from, or in any manner caused by the presence, 
location, use, operation, installation, maintenance, replacement, or removal of such canopy area. 

(4) Allowable freestanding sign area may be transferred and added to the maximum allowable wall 
signage. The additional sign area allowed for buildings over three (3) stories cannot be transferred 
to projecting signs, monument signs, or signs located below the third story. 

C. Light projection signs – Light projection signs, which project light onto a building façade and include
commercial content are allowed and must calculate the commercial content as part of the maximum wall
sign area in accordance with Table 12-2.

(1) Light projection signs may not:

a. Project on parts of buildings that are used for residential or lodging purposes;

b. Shine, either fully or partially, on any property, building, or public right-of-way, including a street
or sidewalk other than the building where the image will appear; 

c. Flash, animate, or scroll text;

d. Distract or inhibit the vision of pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists;

d. Be controlled through social media or by any person other than the property owner; or

e. Be displayed at any time outside the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.

(2) Light Projection signs displayed by the City of Largo to promote are allowed and have no size 
maximums.  These light projecting signs may be used for city-authorized special events and 
municipal messaging and are considered governmental signs.

12.13.4 – Signs Exempt from Permits and Requirements in CRDs

Unless otherwise noted below, standards for signs exempt from permits and requirements under Section 12.10 
also apply to CRD properties.

A. Downtown promotional banners - Banners erected by the City of Largo are allowed and have no size 
maximums or display time limits.  These banners may be used for city-authorized special events and 
municipal messaging and are considered governmental signs.

B. Window signs and coverings – Permanent and temporary window signs or coverings displaying 
commercial and non-commercial content shall be permitted on nonresidential land uses in CRDs.  
Groups of multiple windows or doors within six (6) inches of one another on the same building façade 
shall be considered as one (1) window or door for the purpose of sign face area calculation.

(1) Occupied buildings –

a. An occupied nonresidential building, or individual tenant space in such a building, may cover a 
maximum of  twenty-five (25) percent of the window area.

b. Window signs that meet the definition of governmental signs are allowed and have no size 
maximums.

c. An electrical permit may be required, if applicable.

(2) Vacant or unoccupied buildings –

a. If a nonresidential building, or individual tenant space in such a building, is unoccupied and
vacant for more than thirty (30) days or is undergoing construction/renovation with an active
building permit, one-hundred (100) percent of any window may have window coverings
including but not limited to brown kraft paper or decorative, non-commercial window coverings.
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b. This applies to all first or ground floor windows facing the street, public right-of-way, or any
public sidewalk to prevent a clear view into the interior of the building. 

c. Windows may not be covered with plastic garbage bags, plywood, cardboard, or soaping of 
windows.

SECTION 3.  That Section 15.11.3.C(2) of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is repealed.

SECTION 4.  That Section 15.17.8 of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is repealed.

SECTION 5.  That Section 16.6.2.B of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is amended to read as 
follows:

16.6.2 - Required Permits

…

B. The following temporary events are authorized and shall require a permit.

(1) Temporary sales, including, but not limited to:

a. Outdoor seasonal sales in advance of specific yearly holidays.

b. Roadside Vendors - Temporary retail sales and display of merchandise or food, other than 
seasonal sales, and not associated with the principal use of the lot.

c. On-site promotional events associated with a business located on the property. The cost of a 
Temporary Event Permit and Grand Opening/Promotional Sign Permit is waived for a new 
business or development having a grand opening promotional event provided that the 
business or development has a valid Business Tax Receipt (BTR) or certificate of occupancy 
(CO), if applicable.

(2) Special events such as entertainment, carnivals, educational, religious, sports, or similar special 
events.

SECTION 6.  That Section 16.6.3.A of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is amended to read as 
follows:

16.6.3 - Restrictions

The following restrictions shall apply:

A. Temporary events shall be subject to the time limitations for each property, listed in Table 16-1.

 Table 16-1: Temporary Event, Maximum Allowable Time Table Timetable

Temporary Event Maximum Allowable Time Period for Each Separate Use 
(per site, per calendar year or absolute time limitation, as applicable)

Outdoor Seasonal Sales 45 consecutive days per event, not to exceed 90 days per calendar year

Roadside Vendors 15 consecutive days per event, not to exceed 45 days total per calendar 
year 

On-site Promotional Events 15 consecutive days per event, not to exceed 45 days total per calendar 
year (Except for new businesses or development having a grand opening 

may have 30 days of one-time continuous display)

Special Events 7 consecutive days per event, not to exceed 45 days total per calendar year

SECTION 7.  That Section 20.1.C of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is amended to read as 
follows: 
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Section 20.1 Definitions and Acronyms Use

…

20.1.C

(1) Caliper: The standard nursery measurement for diameter in inches of a single-stemmed tree 
trunk measured twelve (12) inches above grade for trees four (4) inches diameter at breast 
height (DBH) or greater and six (6) inches above grade for trees less than four (4) inches in DBH.

(2) Canopy: In architecture - a roof-like structure, regardless of material, generally located above a 
door, window, or extending across a building facade which is attached to and projects from a 
building wall.

(3) Canopy Tree: A self-supporting, protected woody plant that normally grows to a minimum height
of thirty-five (35) feet and has a trunk that can be maintained with over eight (8) feet of clear 
wood.

(4) Capacity-To-Serve Determination: An evaluation made by the City that sufficient capacity for 
public facilities and/or services is available to serve a proposed development.

(5) Change Out: The replacement of an existing utility pole, communications tower, or other 
telecommunications or utility facility with a new structure similar in type, but different in height, 
bulk, or attachments.

(6) City: The City of Largo, Florida.

(7) Class II Use: See "Conditional Use."

(8) CLR-CRD: The Clearwater-Largo Road Community Redevelopment District.

(9) City Manager: The City Manager for the City of Largo, or any such person designated to act in 
his/her stead.

(10) Coastal Construction Control Line: The line established by the State of Florida pursuant to Section
161.053, F.S., and recorded in the official records of the community, which defines that portion 
of the beach-dune system subject to severe fluctuations based on a 100-year storm surge, storm 
waves or other predictable weather conditions.

(11) Coastal High Hazard Area: A special flood hazard area extending from offshore to the inland limit
of a primary frontal dune along an open coast and any other area subject to high velocity wave 
action from storms or seismic sources. Coastal high hazard areas are also referred to as "high 
hazard areas subject to high velocity wave action" or "V Zones" and are designated on Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) as Zone V1—V30, VE, or V.

(12) Commercial Campground: A place set aside and offered for temporary accommodations, (i.e., no 
permanent installation of dwelling units on individual lots), for recreational purposes or travel by 
a person or public body, for remuneration of the owner, lessor, or operator of such place, 
including all appurtenances and associated facilities.

(13) Commercial Message: Any sign, wording or the company trademark and/or logo that are 
synonymous with the company in question that directly advertises the company in question.

(134) Communication Tower: A monopole, self-supporting lattice, or guyed structure situated on a site,
the purpose of which is to serve as the support for one (1) or more antennas or antenna arrays. 
This term includes radio and television transmission towers, microwave towers, common carrier 
towers, cellular telephone towers, and similar telecommunication structures excluding those 
used exclusively for dispatch communications (see "antenna or antenna array" and "satellite 
service reception antenna").
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(145) Comprehensive Plan: The compilation of goals, objectives, policies, and maps for the physical, 
social, and economic development within the City of Largo, adopted by ordinance pursuant to 
Chapter 163, F.S., and containing all statutorily required elements.

(156) Concurrency: The statutory requirement that public facilities and services to maintain the 
adopted level of service standards for utilities, recreation and open space, and drainage are in 
place at the time of development.

(167) Conditional Use: A use that, because of special requirements or characteristics, may be allowed 
in a particular land use designation or character district only upon completion of a conditional 
use review and subject to the limitations and conditions specified therein. All proposed 
development must meet the review criteria contained in this CDC. It shall be permitted only 
upon the approval of the Planning Board after due notice and public hearing.

(178) Condominium: A building or group of buildings in which units are owned individually, and 
common areas and facilities are owned by all the unit owners on a proportional basis. A 
condominium is a legal form of ownership and not a specific building style.

(189) Conforming: A lawful, existing, properly permitted use which conforms to the provisions, 
requirements and/or regulations of this CDC.

(1920) Contractor Yard: Storage yard operated by, or on behalf of, a contractor for storage of large 
equipment, vehicles, or other materials commonly used in the individual contractor's business 
type.

(201) County: Pinellas County, Florida

(212) Countywide Future Land Use Plan (FLUP), also known as Countywide Land Use Plan: Future Land 
Use Plan adopted as part of the Pinellas County Comprehensive Plan pursuant to Chapter 88-464,
Florida Statutes. The accompanying "Rules Governing Administration of the Countywide Future 
Land Use Plan, As Amended" are included by reference. The future land use map that designates 
general categories of land use by type and location to guide the future development pattern and 
use of land throughout the county, as adopted by the Pinellas Planning Council and Countywide 
Planning Authority. The Countywide Plan Map may consist of a single map or map series as 
approved by the PPC and CPA and filed with the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners.

(223) Critical Root Zone: The greater area between the ground area within a tree's dripline or an area 
equivalent to a radius from the tree trunk of nine (9) inches for each diameter inch of trunk 
measured at fifty-four (54) inches above grade.

(234) CRD: Community Redevelopment District.

(245) Crown: All tree branch parts including all twigs and foliage.

(256) Currently Available Revenue Sources: An existing source and amount of revenue presently 
available to the local government. It does not include a local government's present intent to 
increase the future level or amount of revenue source which is contingent upon ratification by 
public referendum.

SECTION 8.  That Section 20.1.L of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is amended to read as 
follows: 

Section 20.1 Definitions and Acronyms Use

…

20.1.L

(1) Landscape Architect: An individual licensed and registered in the state of Florida to practice in 
the field of landscape architecture.
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(2) Landscaping: The planting of trees and other plant materials in accordance with a plan which 
often includes alteration of the contours of the land for proper drainage and aesthetic 
improvement.

(3) Land Use Restriction Agreement: An agreement binding the parties to limit the use of property to
a particular use(s) or to prohibit certain uses for the term of the agreement.

(4) Legal Agent: One who agrees and is authorized to act on behalf of another, a principal, to legally 
bind an individual in particular business transactions with third parties pursuant to an agency 
relationship.

(5) Letter of Map Change (LOMC): An official determination issued by FEMA that amends or revises 
an effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study. Letters of Map Change include:

a. Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA): An amendment based on technical data showing 
that a property was incorrectly included in a designated special flood hazard area. A 
LOMA amends the current effective Flood Insurance Rate Map and establishes that a 
specific property, portion of a property, or structure is not located in a special flood 
hazard area.

b. Letter of Map Revision (LOMR): A revision based on technical data that may show 
changes to flood zones, flood elevations, special flood hazard area boundaries and 
floodway delineations, and other plan metric features.

c. Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F): A determination that a structure or 
parcel of land has been elevated by fill above the base flood elevation and is, therefore, 
no longer located within the special flood hazard area. In order to qualify for this 
determination, the fill must have been permitted and placed in accordance with the 
City's Floodplain Management regulations in effect at the time the fill is permitted and 
placed.

d. Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR): A formal review and comment as to 
whether a proposed flood protection project or other project complies with the 
minimum NFIP requirements for such projects with respect to delineation of special 
flood hazard areas. A CLOMR does not revise the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or 
Flood Insurance Study; upon submission and approval of certified as-built 
documentation, a Letter of Map Revision may be issued by FEMA to revise the effective 
FIRM.

(6) Level-of-Service (LOS): An indicator of the extent or degree of service provided by, or proposed to
be provided by a facility based on, and related to, the operational characteristics of the facility. 
LOS indicates the capacity of a facility per unit of demand.

(7) Light-duty Truck: As defined in 40 C.F.R. 86.082-2, any motor vehicle rated at 8,500 pounds Gross
Vehicular Weight Rating or less which has a vehicular curb weight of 6,000 pounds or less and 
which has a basic vehicle frontal area of forty-five (45) square feet or less, which is:

a. Designed primarily for purposes of transportation of property or is a derivation of such a
vehicle; or

b. Designed primarily for transportation of persons and has a capacity of more than twelve
(12) persons; or

c. Available with special features enabling off-street or off-highway operation and use.

(8) Light Machinery: Hand or mechanically operated equipment not meeting the definition of heavy 
machinery. Appropriate for use in the critical root zone of protected trees.

(9) Light pollution: Light pollution is excessive, misdirected or inappropriate outdoor lighting. Too 
much light pollution washes out the view of the Universe, increasing energy consumption, 
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interferes with astronomical research, disrupts ecosystems, and affects the health and safety of 
humans and wildlife.

(910) Littoral Shelf: A submerged area of land less than three (3) feet under water, constructed with a 
slope of 10:1 or less, and designed to support emergent vegetation.

(1011) Live/Work Unit: A single unit (e.g., studio, loft, or one bedroom) consisting of both a 
commercial/office and a residential component that is occupied by the same resident. The 
live/work unit shall be the primary dwelling of the occupant and no portion of the live/work unit 
may be rented or sold separately. Live/work units are allowed in the City Home Character 
District, where indicated by Table 6-2, Allowable Uses Within the Community Redevelopment 
Districts, subject to the provisions of Section 16.11 of this CDC.

(1112) Lot: One (1) of several parcels of land into which property is divided through the process of 
platting. A parcel may also be platted into a single lot rather than subdivided into several lots of 
record.

(1213) Lot Line: The legal boundary line dividing one (1) lot from another.

(1314) Lot of Record: A lot whose existence, location, and dimensions have been legally recorded on a 
plat.

(1415) Lowest Floor: The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area of a building or structure, including a 
basement, but excluding any unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, other than a basement, 
usable solely for vehicle parking, building access or limited storage provided that such enclosure 
is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the non-elevated requirements of the 
Florida Building Code or ASCE 24. [Also defined in FBC, B, Section 202.].

(1516) Low Impact Development (LID): Stormwater treatment methods that mimic the predevelopment 
site hydrology using site design techniques to store, infiltrate, evaporate, and detain runoff.

SECTION 9. That Section 20.1.M(21) of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is created to read as
follows: 

Section 20.1 Definitions and Acronyms Use

…

20.1.M

…

(21) Mural:    A large picture, painting, or other image that has been temporarily or permanently 
applied directly to the surface of an exterior wall of a building or structure.  A mural may contain 
graphics or text as long as the art has no commercial message. Any such commercial message 
shall be counted as a sign.

SECTION 10.  That Section 20.1.N of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is amended to read as 
follows: 

Section 20.1 Definitions and Acronyms Use

…

20.1.N

(1) Native Vegetation or Species: Flora recognized to be indigenous to Central Florida as they existed
prior to the first European visitation.

(2) Natural Resources: Natural resources include, but are not limited to, rivers; bays; lakes; wetlands,
including estuarine marshes; air; flood plains; known sources of commercially valuable minerals; 
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areas known by the local soil and water conservation district to have experienced soil erosion 
problems; fisheries; wildlife; marine habitats; and vegetative communities, including those 
known as endangered, threatened, or species of special concern.

(3) Net Land Area: Net land area for the purposes of computing density/intensity shall be that total 
land area within the property boundaries of the subject parcel, specifically exclusive of any 
submerged land or public road right-of-way.

(4) New Construction: For Sections 11.5 through 11.20 and the flood resistant construction 
requirements of the Florida Building Code, structures for which the "start of construction" 
commenced on or after May 28, 1971 and includes any subsequent improvements to such 
structures.

(5) New Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision: A manufactured home park or subdivision for 
which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to
be affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and 
either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed on or after May 28, 1971.

(6) Non-Commercial Message: means any message that is not commercial speech, which includes 
but is not limited to, messages concerning political, religious, social, ideological, public service 
and informational topics.

(67) Nonconforming Use: A lawful existing use which does not conform to the provisions, 
requirements and/or regulations of this CDC but which complied with applicable regulations at 
the time the use was established.

SECTION 11.  That Section 20.1.P of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is amended to read as
follows: 

Section 20.1 Definitions and Acronyms Use

…

20.1.P

(1) Parapet: A decorative architectural design feature placed above the existing facade to hide a flat 
roof and/or roof mounted equipment.

(2) Parcel: A contiguous quantity of land in possession of, owned by, or recorded as property of the 
same person or entity.

(3) Park Trailer: A transportable unit which has a body width not exceeding fourteen (14) feet and 
which is built on a single chassis and is designed to provide seasonal or temporary living quarters 
when connected to utilities necessary for operation of installed fixtures and appliances. [Defined 
in Section 320.01, F.S.]

(4) Peak Hour: In describing traffic conditions, is the 100th highest volume hour of the year in the 
predominant traffic flow direction.

(5) Period of Continuous Construction: A period when construction on a project is progressing 
forward, as evidenced by a valid building permit and, at a minimum, involves biweekly 
inspections documenting construction activity that is continuing in a reasonable manner.

(6) Pinellas County Mobility Plan: A countywide approach to managing the transportation impacts of 
development projects and increasing mobility for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, and motor 
vehicles utilizing the multimodal impact fee ordinance and local site plan review processes.

(7) Plat: A map of a specific tract of land showing the location, description, and boundaries of lots, 
streets, and easements.
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(8) Portable Storage Container: Any portable, above ground container including, but not limited to, 
conex boxes, semitrailers and other containers normally used for short-term storage. For 
purposes of this definition, containers used for the collection and pickup of solid waste by the 
City or commercial solid waste provider shall not be considered portable storage containers for 
purposes of section 16.13.

(9) Primary Facade: Any building elevation that is visible from a public street, excluding service 
alleys, which provides a primary customer entrance.

(10) PPC: Pinellas Planning Council.

(11) Principal Use: The primary or predominant use of any lot or parcel of land.

(12) Prohibited Tree Pruning: Pruning, that does not conform with the ANSI A300 pruning standards, 
and is excessive (removal of more than twenty-five (25) percent of a tree's crown), or 
characterized by topping, lion-tailing, and flush and stub cuts.

(13) Property: Land, and generally whatever is erected or growing upon or affixed to land. For 
regulatory purposes, property shall also mean all of the continuous lots or parcels that comprise 
a unified development.

(14) Property Line: See "lot line."

(15) Protected Tree: Any tree species that is four (4) inches or greater in trunk diameter measured at 
four and one-half (4.5) feet above grade.

(16) Protective Barrier: A physical structure limiting access to an area.

(17) PSTA: Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority.

(18) Public Art: Public art means a broad range of legally placed artworks specifically designed to be 
located on a site where it would be accessible to the public view on private or public property 
within the City. This may include but is not limited to artworks such as a mural, sculpture or 
fountains but does not include works placed without the property owner’s permission, such as 
graffiti. For the purposes of this CDC, public art is not a sign and may contain graphics or text as 
long as the art has no commercial message. Any such commercial message shall be counted as a 
sign.

(189) Public Hearing: A meeting announced and advertised in advance which is conducted by a City 
official or board and which is open to the public, with the public given an opportunity to speak 
and participate.

(1920) Public Notice: The legal advertisement given of an action or proposed action of a governing body 
or its designee.

SECTION 12.  That Section 20.1.S(11) of the City of Largo Comprehensive Development Code is amended to read as
follows: 

Section 20.1 Definitions and Acronyms Use

…

20.1.S

…

(11) Sign: Any object, device, display, structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, which is
used to advertise, identify, display, direct, or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event, idea, slogan, or location by any means including 
words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images. Signs 
do not include public art that does not contain a commercial message,  works of art which in no 

https://library.municode.com/fl/largo/codes/comprehensive_development_code?nodeId=CD_CH16ACUS_S16.13POSTCO
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way identify a product or service, seasonal/holiday decorations, merchandise incorporated in a 
window display, or scoreboards located on athletic fields.

a. Abandoned Sign: Any sign pertaining to or associated with an event, business, or purpose 
which is no longer ongoing continuing, and which has been inactive or out of business for a 
period of ninety (90) consecutive days or longer.  Multi-tenant freestanding sign shall be 
considered abandoned if sixty (60) percent or more of the sign becomes blank.

b. Aggregate Sign Area: or “total sign allowance” means the total area of signs permitted on a 
single premises, building, site or parcel. The maximum total sign area allowed for all signs for
a project, including the major identification signs for the project, which consist of: 
freestanding signs; wall signs and window signs.

c.  Animated Sign: A sign which has any visible moving part, flashing or osculating lights, visible 
mechanical movement of any description, or other apparent visible movement achieved by 
any means that move, change, flash, osculate or visibly alters in appearance in a manner that
is not permitted by these regulations.

c Bandit Sign: See "Snipe Sign."

d. Banner Sign: A sign made of flexible materials and supported along one or more sides or at 
two or more corners, which may include:

(i) Downtown Promotional Banners - Banners erected by the City of Largo. These banners 
may be used only to identify city-authorized special events and municipal branding 
within the downtown. They shall not be used to identify or advertise individual 
businesses, sales, products, or services. Downtown promotional banners are an 
expression of the City of Largo’s official sentiments and are not intended to serve as a 
forum for free expression by the public.

(ii) Stadium/Athletic Field Banners: Stadium/athletic field banners are signs erected at 
athletic fields (on public or private property).

e. Bench sign: A bench upon which a sign is drawn, painted, printed, or otherwise affixed 
thereto.

df. Billboard Sign: A Sign which is regulated pursuant to the Development Outdoor 
Advertising/Billboard Agreements, adopted by City Commission on May 4, 2010, between 
CBS Outdoor, Inc. and ClearChannel Outdoor, Inc. and the City of Largo.

g. Conforming Sign: A  lawful, existing, properly permitted sign which conforms to the 
provisions, requirements and/or regulations of this CDC and that was legally installed in 
accordance with federal, state, and local permitting requirements and laws.

h. Construction Sign: Signs denoting the owner, architect, financial institution, general 
contractor, subcontractors, and any statement pertaining to construction of a building or 
project upon lots or parcels of land where a building permit has been secured for 
construction of a building or project on such lot or parcel of land.

ei. Damaged Sign: Any sign which has been damaged or destroyed in excess of twenty-five (25) 
percent of its replacement value, by any means, method or event, or any sign that poses a 
risk of imminent collapse.  Applies to any sign missing more than twenty-five (25) percent of 
the sign structure or missing more than twenty-five (25) percent of the area of a sign face or 
having suffered damage to one or more structural support elements.

j.      Feather sign: A type of temporary lightweight sign comprised of a pole and/or base which 
may be made of metal, plastic, or any other substance, to which a vinyl, nylon, canvas, 
polyester, or other type of fabric, sign is attached.
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fk. Freestanding Sign: A sign directly attached to the ground by its own support structure and 
not attached to any part of buildings, perimeter walls, or other structures on a property. 
Signs attached to privacy fences/walls are also considered freestanding.

l. Governmental Sign: Signs erected or required by governmental agencies or public utilities, 
including traffic, utility, safety, railroad crossing, and identification or directional signs for 
public facilities. Governmental signage is not intended to serve as a forum for free 
expression by the public.  Such signs may also include public hearing notices, legal notices, 
and similar signs.

m. Incidental Sign: Generally smaller signs of a non-commercial nature, intended primarily for 
the convenience of the public. Such signs may include signs designating restrooms, address 
numbers, hours of operation, entrances to buildings, directions, help wanted, loading areas, 
public telephone, etc.  Also included in this group of signs are those designed to guide 
vehicular traffic to an area or place on the premises of a business, building or development 
by means of a directory designating names and addresses only.

n. Integral Sign: A sign that is embedded, extruded or carved into the material of a building 
façade usually to indicate the name of a building and date and incidental information about 
its construction.  Such signs are cut into masonry surface or made of bronze or other 
permanent material affixed to the building façade and projecting no more than two inches 
from a building.

o. Light Projection Sign: An image or series of images displayed on a building façade and 
conveyed to the building façade via beams of light.

p. Limited duration signs are a type of nonpermanent signs intended to cover the types of non-
permanent signs that typically require longer display times than other types of non-
permanent signs.  These may include signs relating to real estate sales, construction or other 
similar types of signs. Rather than regulating these types of signs based on their content, 
nonpermanent signs have been classified into limited duration signs (permit valid for 1 year) 
and temporary signs (30-day display limit).  Limited duration signs are restricted by their size,
height, and number permitted per property. Unlike temporary signs, limited duration signs do
not require a permit. The permit is valid for up to one year and is renewable upon expiration.

gq. Monument Sign: A sign that is supported by a solid pedestal affixed to the ground rather 
than by poles. The pedestal base shall be at least seventy-five (75) percent of the total width 
of the sign face and the distance between the bottom of the sign face and the ground below 
must not be more than three (3) feet.

r. Nonconforming Sign: Any sign which was lawfully erected in accordance with this CDC or its 
predecessor at the time of erection but does not conform to the regulations of the CDC now.

hs. Off-site Sign: Any sign which advertises goods, services, businesses, or facilities not sold or 
located on the property or contiguous properties under the same ownership and use on 
which the sign is located. An off-site sign includes, but is not limited to, Bench Signs, 
Billboards, and Poster Panels.

it. Pole Sign: A Sign supported by one (1) or more poles, posts, or other supports placed on or 
anchored to the ground. 

u. Portable sign: Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other permanent 
structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including, but not limited to, any sign 
designed to be transported by means of wheels. 

jv. Pylon Sign: See "Pole Sign."
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w. Real Estate Sign: Sign used solely for the purpose of offering the property on which they are 
displayed, for sale, rent, lease, or inspection or indicating that the property has been sold, 
rented, will be for sale soon, or leased.

x. Roof sign: Any sign that is erected, constructed and/or maintained on the roof of a building 
or structure, which is placed above the eaves, mansards, parapets, or other similar 
architectural features of such roof.

y. Temporary Sign: A sign not permanently fixed and not intended to remain in one position, 
which is used to display content for a temporary period.

kz. Wall Sign: A Sign painted on, carved in, or otherwise affixed to or mounted onto a building, 
including: 

(i) Canopy Sign: A Sign painted on, carved in, or otherwise affixed to or mounted upon an 
awning, canopy, marquee, or any other structure which projects away from the 
building; or 

(ii) Projecting Sign: A Sign affixed directly to the building where the sign face extends away 
from a building facade.

aa. Window Signs and Coverings: An interior or exterior sign, designed primarily to be viewed 
from a sidewalk or street affixed to or visible through the surface of a window or glass door 
that is intended to be visible to the public from outside the building.  Signs painted on glass 
and etched or frosted glasses that includes text or symbols shall be considered as a window 
sign.  Signs not visible from off-site areas are exempt from these standards.  Signs mounted 
to a building’s exterior wall are wall signs.

lab. Vacant Sign: Any Sign which currently:

(i) Does not give correct directions to, location of, description of an ongoing business, 
service or activity performed, or product sold; or 

(ii) Does not bear any message, sign, or copy; or

(iii) Identifies a business that has relocated; and

(iv) Does not meet the definition of an abandoned or damaged sign.

SECTION 13. That all ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed and superseded.

SECTION 14.  That it is the intention of the Largo City Commission that each provision hereof be considered 
severable, and, if any section, subsection, sentence, or provision of this ordinance is held invalid, illegal or 
unenforceable in any respect by a court of competent jurisdiction, the validity, legality and enforceability of the 
remaining provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way be affected or impaired, and Chapter 12 of the CDC 
shall be treated as though the invalidated provision had never been a part of Chapter 12.  

SECTION 15.   That this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its final passage and adoption.

APPROVED ON FIRST READING                                                                         

PASSED AND ADOPTED ON

SECOND AND FINAL READING                                                                           

CITY OF LARGO, FLORIDA
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Louis (“Woody”) L. Brown, Mayor

REVIEWED AND APPROVED: ATTEST:

                                                                                                                                
Alan S. Zimmet, City Attorney Diane Bruner, City Clerk




