
RESOLUTION NO. 24-76 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

COUNlY OF EL PASO 

STATE OF COLORADO 

APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
LANDSCAPE CODE UPDATE (LDC233) 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Community Development Department of El Paso County requests 
approval of Amendments to the El Paso County Land Development Code Chapter 6, General 
Development Standards, Article 2, Development Standards for Ancillary Facilities and Activities, 
Section 1, Fences, Walls, and Hedges, and Section 2, Landscape Requirements related to standards 
for plantings, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the El Paso County Planning Commission on January 18, 
2024, upon which date the Planning Commission did by formal resolution recommend approval of 
the proposed amendments, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by this Board on February 8, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, based on the evidence, testimony, exhibits, consideration of the master plan for the 
unincorporated area of the County, presentation and comments of the El Paso County Planning and 
Community Development Department and other County representatives, comments of public 
officials and agencies, comments from all interested persons, comments by the general public, 
comments by the El Paso County Planning Commission Members, and comments by the Board of 
County Commissioners during the hearing, this Board finds as follows: 

1. The proposed amendments to the El Paso County Land Development Code were properly 
submitted for consideration by the Planning Commission. 

2. Proper publication and public notice were provided as required by law for the hearing before 
the Planning Commission. 

3. The hearing before the Planning Commission was extensive and complete, that all pertinent 
facts, matters and issues were submitted and that all interested persons were heard at that 
hearing. 

4. All data, surveys, analyses, and studies, as are required by the State of Colorado and El Paso 
County have been submitted, reviewed, and were received into evidence and found to meet 
the intent of the Introductory Provisions of the Land Development Code. 

Steve Schleiker El Paso County, CO 
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5. For the above-stated and other reasons, the proposed Amendments are in the best interest 
of the health, safety, morals, convenience, order, prosperity and welfare of the citizens of El 
Paso County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the El Paso County Board of County Commissioners hereby 
approves the amendment(s) to the El Paso County Land Development Code Chapter 6, General 
Development Standards, Article 2, Development Standards for Ancillary Facilities and Activities, 
Section 1, Fences, Walls, and Hedges, and Section 2, Landscape Requirements, as represented in 
the attached Exhibit "A": 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the record and recommendations of the El Paso County Planning 
Commission be adopted, except as modified herein. 

DONE THIS 8th day of February 2024 at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO 

By.~-~ 
C air 
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~~!~bl!.1!:!,::: This Section is a fence, wall, or h established after the date of• 
adoption of this Section unless superseded by a specific development standard In a PUD zon1111 district or within 
a Rural Land Use Plan  ..__ __________________________ _ 

J~). ·---~p_t:IC!~~,.,_r_,_,his=Sect=lo~n.:...:l:::..s :..::no,,,t_,,a===-:='"'-='===='-======-==:.====.:::.::=-. 
Section, or to the Installation of noise barriers required by this Code. the ECM or constructed and Installed In 
accordance with federal requirements  ..__ ____________________ _ 

'9   .. ---~~ ~~rd!~~ble-~!enc!~~.!H~-~-~~-: . ...,_:rh.:.::e=-=fo""l::::lowl=....::::==:..==-=====-
to fences, walls, or hedges, Including agricultural fences. ________________ _ 

l!L ------"-~~Yea_!__.f.!~J!!!li!~!."" . ..L:e="n=ces=-:a::.cn,_,,,d__,wa=lls~wlthi='--=-n-=ac...:1:.::D::....,o,_,,,,,!...!:=="'-'-'=:.:..-=:"'-'-"~=:.:..-==-
requirements ofthe Floodplain Regulations..__ _________________ _ 

lllll ___ _,.(;Cl_~-~~·-~-~-~ .. ~.4_ Mllterlal=·c...-COO='-'"""'-=..CO.:.:o==...=...o.o=-=.. 

considered an acceptable fencing material In perimeter fencing if visible from outside the 
fenced lot or parcel •   .__ _____________________ _ 

~L·----~~-~~-~! Heli'~~lll Fe~,::rhe he of fences. walls. and 
from the final grade of the lot. parcel, or tract at the location of the fence. wall, or hedge to the top of 
the fence, wall, or hedge. The top of a fence. wall, or hedge Is the highest component of the fence, wall, 
or hedge, not lncludl111 columns or posts. The depth of drainage channels under a fence, wall, or hedge 
shall not be Included In the height measurement The height of a fence. wall, or hedge built on berms or 
retalnl111walls shall Include the height of the berm or wall . .__ ____________ _ 

~----··:f..e~!!_~~~...!: nces, walls or h es shall be maintained In od structural or llvl 
condition. The owner Is responsible for the repair or removal of a fence. wall or hedge, which constitutes 
a safety hazard, by reason of Inadequate maintenance. dllapldatiOn. obsolescence or abandonment. or 
which constitutes a zoning violation.~---

l!>.l ··-· :M!! ... ~l!l.!!!U~~~~~.!!C!lll~k   . ..:T..:.=h:.e.!.!fol~l=owt=" :a....::=u=lre_,,,m=en~ts=ar,_,,e,_,a=:::lca=bl""e...:::to=.=al,,_1 fe=nces=...:::a::.:n=-d-"w,_,,,a::!:lls::..,• 
except agricultural fences:.__ ________________________ _ 
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7 feet In height requires a building permit from the Building Department._ _________ _, 

2)----, ences and Walls 7 Feet In H fence or wall over 7 

feet in height Is considered an accessory structur and shall meet the accesso structure setback 

requirements of this Code. If no acce5sory structure setbacks are established by this Code, the principal 
structure setbacks are appllcable . ._ ______________________ J 

.-Ihe fence and wall shall not be established wher' 
It would Impede the drainage established by an approved drainage plan • ._ ________ __, 

4)----, ences and Walls Not to Dlsru Use of Easement.-Ihe fence or wall shall not be established 
within an easement In a manner where the use of the easement Is unnecessarily Impeded.----~ 

E>-----: eclnc Fence Standards for Resldentlal ZOnl 
to fences within residential zoning districts-______________________ __, 

2)----, Comer Lots.- from which drlvew access from the road Is 
be considered a front setback area • ._ _____________________ ___,,., 

exceed 30 Inches in height when located within a sight distance triangle or as otherwise llmlted by 
Chapter 2 of the ECM . .__ ________________________ __, 

nc Fence Standards for Non-Resldentlal ZOnln Districts.- Ihe followln re ulrements ar 
applicable to fences within non-residential zoning districts:.__ ________________ __, 

Fences Allowed.- ences not exceed! 
on the lot or parcel except no fence, wall or hedge shall exceed 30 inches In height when located within 
a sight distance triangle or as otherwise limited by Chapter 2 of the ECM • .__ ________ ___, 

are not Included In the height measurement ___________________ _ 

to the parking. landscaping. and screening standards of this Code • .._ ___________ __.~ 

the provisions for noise barrier fencing In Chapter 8 and the ECM. The fCC_(;leuelapll'll!Rt §e~~ee& Director may 
authorize the placement of noise barrier fencing. or walls that exceed 7 feet In height adjacent to expressways, 
arterials, or railroads, provided such fence or wall is facing and adjacent to the roadway for which the noise 

barrier Is being provided·----------------------------~ 
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the existing land uses, topography, and landscaping In the immediate vicinity. Subdivision perimeter fencing shall 
be consistent In design and materials when established along or adjacent to common boundaries where other 
perimeter fencing exists. ___________________________ _, 

Wall Standards.-

3)----: Walls 7 Feet HI 
height Is considered an accessory structure and shall meet the accessory structure setback 
requirements. If no accessory structure setbacks are established by this Code, the principal structure 
setbacks are applicable . .._ _______________________ ~ 

A) General. 

(5111111. NB 2) 

(1) Purpose. The landscape requirements are Intended to provide uniform standards for the 
development and maintenance of the landscaping of private property and public rights-of-way 
to achieve a balance between the Individual right to develop and the general benefit and welfare 
of the community. The benefits to be achieved and the overall purposes of the landscaping 
required by this Section are: (1) to create a positive image and visual appeal both along the road 
which Is highly visible and Internal properties which provide a working. shopping and living 
environment (2) to decrease the scale of parking lots, provide shade, and reduce heat. glare 
and noise; (3) to separate circulation systems; to soften and reduce the mass of buildings; to 
screen and buffer lower Intensity uses from higher intensity uses and protect residential privacy; 
and (4) to create an overall pleasant and attractive surrounding. 

(2) Appllcablllty. 

(a) Applies to All Land Uses. The requirements of this Section shall apply to all uses~ 

slRgle family er ElwpleM ElwelllRgs aREI asseeiateEI aeeessery 1:15e5 wl'llel'I are 

Ret leGateEI witl'liR a. PUP's m;iy have their requirements modified subject to the 

PUD. 
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~ Fonnatted: Header, Border: Top: (No border) 

(b) New Use Established or Use Changed. Landscaping areas shall conform to this Section .... '1> ·   .. , '· . ;'·  ~-,. . 

(3) 

for a new building or use of previously vacant land, uses in an enlarged building. and all 
uses in a building when any use Is changed that requires a change of occupancy to be 
approved by the Building Department or by the PCD. 

(c) Efrect of Increase In Bulldlng Area. A single or cumulative building addition (floor area) 
which exceeds 50% of the existing building's gross floor area shall require the entire 
building landscaping to comply with this Section. The existing building shall be considered 
the building as it existed on the effective date of this Section. 

Requirements of Section Supplemented by Manual. The requirements of this Section are 

supplemented by the -baACl&Gilf*H.aiDmitilll.Di~a!!:n~d!!!_~~~~~~~~~~M~a!!!n~ua!!!l.:.._,c_ 

(4) Authority of Director to Approve A'1*RatWre.51iduibll\.!:la!!n!!!d~sc~a~~D~eslgn~!!!S.~T!!h!e ~PQCD~-· 
Director may approve landscaping that does not meet the specific requirements of this Section 
provided the proposed landscaping meets the purpose of this Section, promotes the concepts 

provides an equivalent benefit to the community and environment as would otherwise be 
achieved by meeting the specific requirements of this Section. This authority shall not allow the 
PCD Director to eliminate the requirement for landscaping or to diminish the total landscaped 
area required by this Section. 

(B) Roadway Landscaping Requirements. Roadway landscaping areas are required. A roadway 
landscaping area is located along the lot. parcel or tract frontage between the road right-of-way, 
easement. or tract boundary lines and any building or use. 
(1) Minimum Depth of Roadway Landscaping Area. Table 6-1 lists the depth and number of trees 

required to be provided along any road In roadway landscaping area. Where the required 
setback is narrower than the depth of the required landscape area, the roadway landscaping 
area depth shall control. Unless otherwise approved by the ECM Administrator, the depth of 
roadway landscaping shall be measured from the property line. Where a roadway easement has 
been provided, the measurement shall be from the ROW or roadway easement. Where future 
ROW has been Identified, the measurement should begin at the future ROW line In order avoid 
subsequent Impairment of the landscaping. 

Table 6-1. Roadway Landscaping Required by Roadway Oasslflcatlon 

where the road or alley separates a non-residential use from a residential zoning district. The number of required trees shall 
be Increased to 1 per 15 feet of linear frontage. A minimum of of the trees shall be eve n trees. 

(2) Location and Type of Trees In Roadway Landscaping Area. . 

Pa11e 4 ef l3 

(a) Clustering Allowed. The roadway landscaping trees may be clustered along a road 
frontage. The clustering of evergreens may not be advisable In areas where the winter 
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shade wlll cause unsafe conditions on an adjacent road. Clustering shall not be permitted < ~- . 

when shade from clusterjng would be detrjmental to adjacent road dye to potentjal winter 

(b) 

conditions as determined by the pm Director or des!gnee. ---1 Formetted: Font g pt 
Type of Tree Limited. The types of roadway landscaping trees utillzed shall be commonly ..,__-----""'"""-,,......,_-------

known to grow in the Colorado Springs area and llsted In the Landscape/Water Eff!cjency ·· 

and Water 

(c) Exceeding Minimum Depth of Roadway Landscaping. The roadway landscaping trees 
shall be located within SO feet ofthe road right-of-way, easement or tract boundary line 
and any building or use. 

(d) Allowed In Right-of-Way If Approved. The roadway landscaping trees may be placed In 
a right-of-way If the right-of-way owner approves the placement and no conflicts exist. or 

wlll exist. with utlllty easements or any provider of utlllties.-. establishment of landscaping 
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along private roads must !nclyde appropriate maintenance apement l>etween parties~ Fonneteld: Font g pt 
Generally, trees are not allowed to be placed within any County right-of-way. Placing of . .,,, ... ,.-. --,---,-__,--,.-,+_,_..,.,,._,.,..,...,.,.,..,..,,,....,.._.., .. ·-=.,,. 

the required roadway landscaping trees within the right-of-way shall not negate the 
requirement for the required roadway landscape area. All landscaping placed within 
Cou!l\Y Right-of-way shall Install appropriate safeguards for roar:twa,y and/or s!dewall<s to 
!nclyde "Tree root guards" where appropriate Permission must be granted for all 

·. ~· :-

.·:·:  ...   · .··:.•  ... 

landscaping within the Coynty Bight-of-way tbroygh the Department of Public Worl<s., -;-i..,.' Fo_rmetted: ___ F_o_nt-9"""pt-· ---------

Slqle-Famlly PUD Roadway Landscaplftl. Roadway landscaping I& AQt Fe~YIFe~ .·· ..   , <·: .. ,.:· .. -~~: (e) 

(non-arterials) within a residential PU!h Is subject to the 

(3) Walls and Fences In Roadway Landscape Area. Walls and fences which are 25% or more 
opaque shall not exceed 3 feet in height when located within a required roadway landscaping 
area. Opaque walls and fences higher than 3 feet (such as noise barriers) shall be located outside 
of the roadway landscaping area to maintain a landscaped appearance along the road. 

Parking Lot Landscape Requirements. 
(1) Required Trees. A tree of a type suitable for parking lots shall be provided for every 15 parking 

spaces In parking lots with 15 or more parking spaces. The required trees may be clustered and 
shall be located In a manner which wlll dMde and break up expanses of paving and long rows 
of parking and create a canopy effect over the parking lot. See L.andscaptn1 and Planting Manual 
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(2) Parking Lot Islands. The most common method to satisfy the parking lot tree requirement Is 

through the utlllzat!on of plant islands, fingers (areas open to the parking on 3 sides), and 
corners (open to the parking on 2 sides). Islands, fingers, and corners are required to be 
Incorporated into all parking lots of 15 parking spaces or more In area. 1 Island shall be provided 

for every 15 spaces. An Island, finger or cornerm~P.H:AE!-'5iilmH~h1!5-fIWlt.bi=LJ~OO!:!!:Q!L; 
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Islands should be located at the end of center rows and at entry locations to direct traffic and 
minimize cutovers. Islands should generally be used and located to organize and enhance 
circulation, breakup continuous parking areas, and capture and direct stormwater. Islands 
protect vegetation from damage. See Landscapln1 and p1ant1n1 Manyal 
Small parking lots may utlllze the perimeter area of the parking lot to satisfy the parking lot tree 
location requirement when there are not more than 2 rows of parking spaces and a single drive 
aisle. Where a parking lot is not required to be paved, no Islands shall be required. 

.<-{ Formatted: Font 9 pt 

The tree types, minimum planter sizes and utilization of perimeter tree placement shall be 

consistent with the baR~SeapeLandscaping and W-ater C:9RS@Mti9RPlantlng Manual. 
earklng lot Island landscapln1 may also be counted towards Internal Landscape requirements 
provfded any portion of the Island Is within 20 feet of a byildin& elevation. 
Protection of Trees from Da • Park! lot trees shall be rotected from vehicle dama e 
by curbs, planters or other barriers. 

(4) Storm Drainage for Irrigation Encouraged. Parking lots designs that allow runoff to enter 
landscaped areas for irrigation and controlling non-point source pollution are encouraged. 

(5) Required Parking Lot Screening. Parking lots shall be screened ftom view from adjacent roads 
and properties with differing land uses. The minimum height of the screening shall be 3 feet 
and may be accomplished by using berms and plantings. A minimum of of the road fronta e 
or common lot, parcel, or tract boundary, not counting Intersecting driveways, shall be provided 
with the required screening. The maximum spacing of plants to achieve an acceptable screen 
and the maximum acceptable grades for screening areas. such as grass berms and plantings 

beds, should be consistent with the and wataF 

C:9RSeFVati9R Manual. 

. Decorative walls or fences may be approved If the Director finds that: 
• The wall or fence avoids a blank and monotonous appearance by architectural articulation 

and the planting of vines, shrubs.""'-or_t;;;.reelij_..,· ..._ ______________ ....,. 

• The total use of berms or plantings Is not physically feasible; or 
• The wall or fence attractively compliments the use of berms or plantings. 

(D) Required Bufl'er and Screen Areas. 
(1) Bufl'er Between Non-Residential and Residential Districts Separated by a Non-Arterial 

Road or Public Alley. 
(a) Where Required. A buffer Is required along the road-side lot, parcel, or tract line of any 

non-residential use where the use Is separated from a residential zoning district by a non­
arterlal road or public alley. 

(b) Depth and Planting Standards. The required buffer shall be a minimum of 15 feet deep. 

(C) 

The minimum number of trees in the buffer shall be 1 tree for every 15 feet of the road 
frontage. A minimum of of the trees shall be ever een trees. 
Opaque Fence or Wall Required. An opaque fence or wall with a minimum height of 6 
feet is required along the inside edge of the required buffer when the area immediately 
adjacent to the 15-: buffer is used as a service corridor for loadin maneuverin or 
storage. If the area Is used for parking. the required parking lot screening shall be 
applicable. 

·.:,;.·  ..... 
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(2) 

(d) Minimum Ground Covering Required. The required buffer area shall require a ground 
cover at maturity with a minimum of 75% IMng plant materials. Bark. wood chips, rock. 
stone, or other natural landscape material shall be used as a non-living ground cover. 
Areas of a required buffer not covered in approved living ground cover material shall be 
covered in an approved non-living ground cover. 

Buffer Betwem Non-Residential, Multifamily Residential and Slngle-Famlly/Duplex Uses. 
(a) Where Required. A buffer is required In the following situations: 

(I) Along the lot. parcel, or tract line on the non-residential use property between 
the non-residential use and a residential zoning district. 

(Ii) Along the lot. parcel, or tract line on the multifamily use property between the 
multifamily use and a single-family or duplex zoning district. 

(iii) On the residential side of the project when use to use compatibility Is a 
concern. 

(b) Depth and Planting Standards. The required buffer shall be a minimum of 15 feet deep. 
The minimum number of trees In the buffer shall be 1 tree for every 25 feet of common 
lot. parcel, or tract line. A minimum of of the trees shall be eve een trees. 

(c) Opaque Fencing or Wall Required. An opaque fence or wall with a minimum height of 6 
feet is required along the lot. parcel, or tract line except where the adjacent single-family 
or duplex residential zoning district or use abuts a required roadway landscaping area. 

(d) Minimum Ground Covering Required. Bark. wood chips, rock. stone, or other 
natural landsca material shall be used as a non-llvln round cover. Areas of 
a required buffer not covered In approved non-living ground cover material shall be 
covered in a living plant material. 

Internal Landscaping. The following Internal landscaping Is required: 
(1) Requirements for Multlfamlly Uses. The following Internal landscaping is required for 

multifamily uses: 

2) 

(3) 

(a) Minimum Required Internal Landscaped Area. A minimum of 15% of the lot or parcel 
shall be landscaped. 

(b) Minimum Number of Trees In Landscaped Area. A minimum of 1 tree shall be provided 
for every 500 square feet of required internal landscape area. 

Ccl Trees ReJltaced by Shrubs. A maxjmym of» of the required trees may be sybstltyted 
with shrubs. At least 10 shrubs with a mlnjmym container sjze of 5 pllons shall be 
proyJded fur each tree that js replaced. 

ulrements for Non-Resldentlal Uses. The followln internal landsca in Is r ulred fo 
non-residential uses. 
(a) Minimum Required Internal Landscaped Area. A minimum of 5% of the lot or parcel 

shall be landscaped. 
(bl Minimum Number of Trees In Landscaped Area. A minimum of 1 tree shall be provided 

for every 500 square feet of required internal landscape area. 
(c) Trees Replaced by Shrubs. A maximum of ~ of the required trees may be substituted 

with shrubs adjacent to retail store fronts where the view of wall signs may be obstructed. 
At least 1 O shrubs with a minimum container size of 5 gallons shall be provided for each 
tree that is replaced. 

Standards for Required Internal Landscape Area. 

·y··  

Fonndlad: Font Aria~ 9 pt 

Fonnatted: Font 9 pt 

Foml8ttlld: Font 9 pt 

+··. ·:. ~·.-... 

·.: ~-~ 

Foml8ttlld: Font 9 pt 

·. :.,/. 

·, . 

. / '{:. 

: .. =:. 
,; .. 

..i:.:. ·.'"···  

. ... ·   .. \;.,:::·. 

=-::: ~ 

.==.:·~ . 

:,>:·  .. 

Fomultt9d: Normal, Justified, Indent Left 0.66", 
Hanging: 0.33", Line spacing: Multiple 1.15 Ii 

. .. :. \ .... 

-~ ' : . ... :~·. 

·.:.-,< ,· 
.:\ 

/'.-<~~···· :===========================::::::;;;;;;;::;;;;;:::;::;:;;;:;;;;j::fiii;i ·'. . .·· ':· . / .. 
. ; . " . ' . . ·. 
. :..::· .   :. . . .... .. : :;·· >: . .. :··.:;,; ~ =. .·.f  

Pase 7ef1i! ·<·. ..)., 



(F) 

·y ·"i.··  

.. ~;· 

----{ Fonlldtact'Header, B~rder. Toir. (N~ border) .• 

(a) Intent of Internal Landscaping. The Intent of the internal landscape area Is to provide 
relief from structures and hard surfaces through the use of plantings. 

.... =,. · .. ,. ... .., .. 

(b} Location of Internal Landscape Areas. The required Internal landscape areas shall be 
located in accordance with the following standards: 

(I} Adjacent to those building elevations which form the major public views of the 
building from adjacent roads and properties and to the users of the project; or 

(Ii) At all pedestrian entrances, except service-only entries; or 

· .. i 

·<t  .. ·,-.,. .. 
(iii) Within a plaza or courtyard between buildings or portions of bulldlngs,f. 

.. .. .. .. .. ..;;o'-r -----------rl Formatted: Font 9 pt 
(iv) In an area provided to separate building areas from parking areas; or 
(Y) In a similar location which substantially conforms to the purpose of the 

required Internal landscape area. 
(c) Area Calculatlon. The entire lot, parcel or tract area shall be used as the basis for 

calculating required the internal landscape area. In Instances where an entire lot, parcel, 
or tract Is not used for the proposed development. the area used to calculate the required 
Internal landscape area may be reduced by the PCD Director based on the area of the lot. 
parcel or tract actually being developed or used. The minimum landscaping requirements 
may apply to just that project area determined by the PCD Director to be developed or 
used. However, even If reductions In the lot area are approved, the PCD Director may 
require that additional landscaping (Including buffering or screening) Is provided at the 
first stage of a larger project to mitigate environmental impacts or meet the intent of the 
landscaping provisions of the LDC. 

(d) Paved Areas within an Internal Landscaped Area. Sidewalks which provide basic 
pedestrian circulation shall not count toward meeting the Internal landscape area 
requirement. Paved plazas may be credited to a maximum of 50% of required Internal 
landscaping area if such plazas have trees and other pedestrian-only amenities (benches. 
sculpture, decorative paving. etc.), are not vehicular, and provide visual relief to those 
building elevations which form the major public views of the project. · 

Minimum Plant Sizes and Percentage of Live Ground Cover. 
(1) Landscape Material Specifications. Plant Installation sizes and characteristics shall meet the 

following minimum requirements. 
(a) Deciduous Shade Trees. Deciduous shade trees shall be 1~ Inch caliper measured 6 

Inches above ground, balled and burlapped. 
(b) Deciduous Ornamental Trees. Deciduous ornamental trees shall be 1 inch caliper 

measured 6 Inches above ground, balled and burlapped. 
(c) Evergreen Trees. Evergreen trees shall be 6 feet in height above ground, balled and 

burlapped, except Pinon Pine and upright junipers which shall be a minimum 4 feet In 
height 

(d) Evergreen and Deciduous Shrubs. Evergreen and deciduous shrubs, where required, 
shall be s.-, lion size. 

(e) Ground Cover and Vines. Ground cover and vines shall be 1 size. 

(2) Required Uf;l8 MateFial~G~ro~u!!!n~d~Cove!!!!!!:r.~U!!!n!!le~ss~~~~~~~~!!ll:~~g~.J 
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required landscape area may be covered with bark. wood chips, rock. stone, or other landscape Fonnetted: Font g pt 
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wjthjn required landscape areas shall remajn bare. The foliage crown of trees shall not be --rl. ~: Font g ; 
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(G) Other Required Landscape Areas. .. .. ' 
(1) 

(&111111 Na 3) 

Other Areas to be Landscaped or screened. 

(a) Zoning District Boundary Trees. A minimum of 1 tree shall be provided for every 30 feet 

of lot. parcel, or tract line coincident with a zoning district boundary line except if 

otherwise required to meet the buffering requirements between a non-residential use or 

multifamily use and residential zoning district. 

(b) Refuse Areas screened. Refuse collection areas, Including trash bins, shall be screened 

from view from adjacent properties and roads by an opaque wall or fence, architectural 

elements, dense evergreen plantings with a minimum planting height of 6 feet. or berms 

with dense plantings creating an opaque appearance with a minimum height of 6 feet. 

(c) Loading Docks and Other Vehicle Areas screened. Loading docks, vehicle repair bays, 

and vehicle fueling areas shall be screened from view from adjacent roads by the use of 

plantings, berms, walls, fences, or other architectural elements. 

(d) Landscapl111 Required aa-n Lot and Curb. Landscaping Is required between the lot, 
parcel, or tract llne and the required roadway landscaping area. Although this landscape area 
Is located within the right-of-way, easement or tract, the adjacent lot, parcel or tract owner 
shall be responsible for maintenance. Xerlc plantings shall be used in order to avoid the need 
to install an Irrigation system within the right-of-way, easement or tract. Xerlc plants may 
require supplemental irrigation to get them established or in times of extreme drought. 
Installation of an Irrigation system requires approval of EPCDPW or owner or right-of-way, 
easement or tract. Installation of plant materials may also require approval of the EPCDPW 
or owner or right-of-way, easement or tract. 
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(I) Site-Specific Landscaping Required. PCD Director approval of site-specific 

landscaping is required for a water storage tank and utlllty faclllties. 

Installation of approved site-specific landscaping is required prior uttln a 

water storage tank or utility facllity into operation. The site-specific 

landscaping Is subject to the following standards: 

Formatted: Normal, Justified, Indent Left 1", Hangin! 
033", Line spacing: Multiple 1.1 s Ii 

• Rural and Remote Areas: In rural and remote areas landscaping. screening and 

erosion control measures shall be tallored to the nature and character of the 

area and the type of facility or structure contemplated. Site-specific 

landscaping shall, at a minimum, include revegetation of disturbed areas with 

materials Indigenous to the site or otherwise adaptable. 

• Urbanized and Developed Areas: In urbanized and developed areas, the site- . .. 

specific landscaping shall address specific Issues such as screening and visual 

Impacts. 
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approved site-specific landscaping Is required prior to utilizing an outside ·:;:··  
storage area. 

(II) Site-Specific Landscaping Standards. The site-specific landscaping shall reflect 

a combination of berms, shrubs, trees, fences or walls which will provide, at 

maturity, a minimum 6 foot high, 100% opaque screening for the outside 

storage area. 

··:.>.:: 

·~· .. 

(2) Mlscellaneous Requirements. 

(a) Flexlblllty In Deslp Allowed. The owner may select the types of and the planting spaces 

between the required trees. The types of trees selected shall be commonly known to grow 

in the Colorado Springs area and should be a type listed in the ~Ac;i'"ape.umwum~_.,;;. Fonnattecl: Font 9 pt 

and 'Nater '9RS@P:!ati9R Manual. , . . Fonnattecl: Font 9 pt 

(b) Minimum Cover of Internal Landscape Area. The internal landscape area shall consist '· .>· 

(C) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

lant materials.. 

and 

Plant Spacing. The planting spacing should accommodate the growth characteristics of 

the trees without adversely Impacting structures, walks, or drives. 

Minimum Planting Size of Trees. The minimum planting size of trees shall comply with 

this Section and should comply with any additional specifications established In the 

Formattecl: Font 9 pt 

Formattecl: Font 9 pt 

Fonnattecl: Font 9 pt 

Fonnattecl: Font 9 pt 
..  :\-· ... 

.:·j·.  

..._ Fonnattecl:Font9pt 

Existing Vegetation. Existing vegetation which meets the plant type requirements ofthe ' Fonnattecl: Font g pt 
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Limitations on Landscape Placement. ... ···•··  .•.. 

(I) No Conflicts with Traffic or Sight Distance. Landscaping shall not conflict with 

traffic. Sight distance shall be maintained in accordance with the requirements 

of Chapter 2 of the ECM. 

(II) No Interference with Utilities and Fire Equipment. Landscaping shall not 

interfere with the general function, safety, or acceptablllty of any gas. electric, 

water, sewer, telephone, or other utility easement or conflict with criteria 

established or adopted by a fire department Landscaping shall not exceed B 

Inches In height within 3 feet of a fire hydrant or other applicable fire 
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Calculatl 
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(II) 

(Ill) 

prohibited/Noxious plant!n& list Is lnclyded jn the L,andscapln& and planting 

Fractional Numbers Rounded to Closest Whole Number. Where a requirement 
results In a fractional number, the applicable requirement shall be the closest 
whole number (5.0 to 5A9 = 5; 5.5 to 5.9 = 6). 
Greatest Landscape Standard Applies. Where more than 1 landscape 

a lies to the same use and landscape area, the 

greater requirements shall be met. 
Landscaping Only Fulfills 1 Requirement. Landscaping necessary to fulfill 1 
requirement shall not be counted In fulflll!ng a different landscape 

. .-~·~ : . . .. ~ ...... 
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Clumping Forms ofTrees Encouraged. Clumps of   A@ such as Hawthorn >-Fo_nn_a_tted:_·_F_o_nt_9_pt __________ _ (Iv) 

(Craetagus sp.), are encouraged Instead of single-trunk trees. 

MeweveFSmaller callper trees to meet the mjnlmym callper are accepted 

a clum of3orfewertreesshall be credited as onl 1 of   the re ulred 
trees. 

Approval of Certificate of Occupancy or Use. All required landscaping shall be 
completed, and then Inspected and approved by the PCD prior to the Issuance of a 
Certificate of Occupancy by the Building Department or establishment of the use, except 
when financial assurance acceptable to the PCD Director guaranteeing the completion of 
the landscaping Is provided. Plant substitutions require approval before Issuance of a 
Certificate of Occupancy. Any request for a Certificate of Occupancy prior to the 
completion of the required landscaping shall include a written request explaining the 
circumstances why the landscaping cannot be Installed, a cost estimate prepared by a 
qualified party, a landscape completion agreement signed by the owner, and financial 
assurance acceptable to the PCD Director. Inspection and certification by a landscape 
architect of compliance with this Section may be accepted at the discretion of the PCD 
Director. 
Compllance with Plans. The completed landscaping shall comply with the approved 
landscape plan and shall Include the quantities, locations, species and sizes of plants and 
other landscape materials as represented on the approved landscape plan. Seeded 
landscape areas shall have no bare areas larger than 6 square Inches after germination. 
Maintenance. 

(I) Owner Responsible. The owner Is responsible for all regular and normal 
maintenance of required landscaping Including weeding. Irrigation, fertilizing. 
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material was dead or damaged. Replacement shall be of the same or similar 
type as originally approved. An alternative type of species shall require 
approval by the PCD Director. 

(Iii) Maintenance Inspections. Maintenance Inspections may be performed 
periodically. Failure to maintain the landscaping In compliance with the 
approval is considered a zoning violation • ._ ___________ ___ 
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~ BASISFORLANDSCAPIN......_LAN==S'-------------------~ 
Y.4. Purpose ofthl,-.c=a:::n::u::a::...I ---------------------~ 

This Landscaping and \ll/ater GaAsarvaliaA Manua su lements the 
landscaping. buffering. and screening requirements established by the El Paso County Land 
Development Code (LDC). This Manual includes policies, explanations, examples and 
Illustrations of methods that can be used to help an owner comply with the requirements of the 
LDC. 
This Manual provides Information concerning the development and maintenance of 
landscaping for both private property and public rights-of-way whether required by the LDC or 
otherwise proposed as part of a development. This Manual also provides information to help 
ensure appropriate buffering and screening Is provided between differing land uses to enhance 
compatibility. 
It Is the Intent of El Paso County that the Information presented In this Manual will help ensure 
landscaping will: 

-_have an Increased survlva--=a;.;;;te:..; __________________ .,.-,, 
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This Manual supplements the requirements of the LDC and provides suggestions concerning \>-Fo-nnattecl:---.-F-ont_O_pe_n_Sa-ns.-9 -pt-------

the best practices to implement the provisions of the LDC. The LDC Is the regulatory document 
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that defines the minimum requirements for landscaping with respect to landscape area, size 
and types of plantings. number of plants, and location of landscape areas. The provisions of the · Fonndted: Font Open Sans, 9 pt 
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4A.a. Property Rights and the Value - ... ==:=c=-l---------------. 
El Paso County recognizes that landscaping can be a significant expense to a.&iA86& 

and residents. At the same time, 
and attracts customers to businesses; provides a quality environment for tourists and residents; 
reduces stormwater runoff rates and 'volumes and mitigates water quality concerns In 
accordance with State and Federal requirements; and controls dust In support of Federal and 
local requirements. Landscaping also improves the llvablllty of residential neighborhoods, 
Improves the compatibility of adjacent uses, screens undesirable views, contributes to the 
image and appeal of the overall community, and can reduce noise pollution. Landscaping also 
supoorts ecolo&Jcal systems and helps to protect critical specjes (oo!Hnatprs. !!k,l Landscaplol( 

Fonndted: Justified, Space Before: O pt. Line spacing 
'· Multiple 1.15 Ii, Bulleted+ Level: 1 +Aligned at 1.5r 

+ Indent at 1.82", Tab stops: 1.82", Left+ 1.82", Left 
Not at 1.65" + 1.65" 

" Fonndted: Font Open Sans. 9 pt 

reduces po!lutlon and serves to lessen the effects of urban heat sink effect jn dense urban Fonnatted: Font Open Sans. g pt 

.wi!WlntiillAJru:L,.]Th!!!e~l.!!!nte~ntt!of~th]!ls~MMa!!n~u~a~I i~s t!!;o!_!a!!:c!:!Jhl~ev~e!_!a!_!r~ea~s~O!!;na!!b~le~b!!!a!!!la!!n!!:ce!!!!betwee~!!!!n!Jth~e~·B!h~t_..;i""-'f Fonndted: Font Open Sans. g pt 
of Individuals to develop and maintain their property In a manner they prefer and the rights of 
residents of the community to live, work, shop, and recreate In pleasant and attract! 

Landscape and Water Conservation Manual 
1 



Draft 
Issue Date: 08/28/06 

REVISION (0) 
Section 1.1 

atertals used, nea all landsca i in El Paso Coun r ulres su lemental water to survive, 
particularly while it Is being established. However, the appropriate selection of plants can 
minimize the need for supplemental watering. It Is even possible to Install landscaping that can 
be maintained during times of drought, during watering restrictions, or where irrigation Is not 
allowed. Drought resistant and drought-tolerant plants, plus other water, soil, and conservation 
techniques Identified In this Manual, provide the opportunity for decreased development and 
maintenance costs, while achieving the Intent of the County's landscap e ulrements. 

4.4..1.. Stormwateran-..::="~d=sc===•~l::.:1111'--------------------__J 
This Manual encourages the use of required landscape areas to manage stormwater. New and 
Innovative techniques to blend stormwater management and landscape areas are encouraged 
and could result in the approval of modifications In the placement of landscape materials. 

4.4.lr Goals a m lementatlon 
The goal of this Manual is to allow owners to take advantage of realistic and sensible design 
options in complying with the landscaping provisions ofthe LDC. In furtherance of this goal, this 
Manual provides flexibility In landscape design and establishes a program whereby an owner 
can get credit for: 

-!._the retention of exlstln_Ye~eta_t_io_n~; ----------------~'" 
-!..._habitat conservation In riparian areas or other native areas_· _n_d _______ ~,. lll.l.,_ _______________ _.. 

-!._Paved pedestrian plazas that meet certain desl _rtte_r_la  _. ---------~ 
This Manual also recognizes the difficulties associated with landscaping industrial areas or small 
lots by allowing off-site landscaping. 

Y..J.. Updates ofthl-.:::=:•::.onu=•=l ____________________ __J 

County Commissione 
Q8Q aintain·.·u~~ate=-~an=d~en:h~a~n=ce~th:::".:e~M~a~n=u~a~lfro:=m:=--;t~lm=e:.=-::to~t~lm="e7to:=::ass::;:lst:':ow:-:=ne~r=s~ln=--"~t)'.:~.::.::.::::::::.. ____________ .J. 

preparing landscape plans that conform to the requirements ofth-.::;D:;..C=·-------~ 
4.4.8. Addltlonal Information 

Additional information concerning these standards can be obtained by contacting the ..... w.ci.w.'-

Addltlonal information on xerlscape principals can be found at 
.. .xrated rdenln .. 
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The following general guldellnes should be considered in all situations where landscaping Is required by 

the LDC. 
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Xerlc vegetation should be used In order to conserve water, minimize maintenance 
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principals and are proven to thrive In El Paso County's climate. High water use plants 
should be minimized or ellminated. 

Native vegetation or other vegetation that generally conforms to the requirements of 
the LDC and the guidelines provided In this document should be preserved whenever 
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chance of bare areas. 

{.I} Native Grasses or Xerlc TurfBrasses Encouraged for Rura   .. 1 1.:=::.s -------"""' 
Native grasses or xericturfgrasses are encouraged In rural areas, rather than bluegrass 
sod. 
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or near rights-of-way because of their invasive roots which cause 
problems with utilities and roads; and due to their weak branches. 
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Clumps of trees are encouraged for screening purposes, Instead of single-trunk trees. 
However, each clump will be counted as only one of the trees required by the LDC, 

oads 
The location and spacing of trees and plant materials should allow for the growth 
characteristics of the plants without adversely affecting the maintenance of structures, 
walks, drives, or vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
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Irrigation systems should use the most current water-saving technology. Drip irrigation 

should be used whenever possible. from s rinkler s terns onto 
paved surfaces should be avoided. Irrigation maintenance budgets should be prepared 

to ensure optimal water use for plant survival. 

~oll Preparation 
Soil should be amended to increase water retention and organic content for plant 
health and vigorous growth. 
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Retaining walls higher than 4 feet may be appropriate in areas where special grading conditions 
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continuous, monotonous effect and should also be "stepped" in four- oot maximum hei ht 

Increments to slow water runoff and provide planting areas. Except where necessary to convey 

stormwater as part of an overall site design, slopes should not generally exceed 3:1. Approprjate 
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{A}Buffers to Reflect Character of.c.:.it::.:e=--------------------..,...­
Buffer design should reflect the unique site and land use situation for each ro·ect. In 
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4.a. ROADWAY LANDSCAPING 
Y.4r 

thes orridors. 
4.3.a. Minimum Roadway Landscaping Areas 

The minimum roadway landscaping areas are identified In the LDC. Urban grade arated 
intersections, as Identified on any adopted maps or plans Including the MTCP (Powers 
Boulevard, Marksheffel Boulevard, etc.) should accommodate the required 25--o roadwa 
landscaping area beyond the area to be reserved for an urban Interchange. The timing of the 
Interchange is not a factor In determining the location/need for the roadway landscape area. 
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Consider using tall shrubs and landforms for specific areas that require buffering 
(present or future) In rural areas. The LDC allows the replacement of trees with shrubs. 

{8}81uesr lscour 
Bluegrass sod Is discouraged In rural areas; native grasses or other xerlc turfgrasses. 

Berms and native shrubs in a design that creates visual Interest are encouraged. A 
minimum of 75% of the length of the road should Incorporate either berms (3' 
minimum height) or shrubs (i!; • mature hei t minimum), with 50% of the len h 
having shrubs. Trees are recommended only as an accent. 
Where the required minimum roadway landscape area Is only 10' In width, the width 
may undulate to accommodate the use of berms and the maximum allowable 3:1 berm 
slope. 
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The required roadway landscape materials may be clustered along the frontage. Design should 
be determined by screening needs, preservation and enhancement of views, or project impacts. 
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Public sidewalks may be allowed to •meander" within a roadway landscape area 

provided they are approved by the ECM Administrator and an easement approved by 
the Is rovlded to El Paso Coun . 

·· Fonnllttecl: Font Open Sans, 9 pt. Not Expanded by I 
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{8}Landscapl111l.11C=.:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~..:..,f~~~~~--~......, ..... ~~~~~ 
Landscaping shall be provided In the road right-of-way to the curb line. Landscaping 
shall be similar to the groundcover treatment within the required roadway landscape 

area. 
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PARKING AREA SCREENING AND LANDSCAPIN~:::Q~U::.:l::.:R:::EM::.:E:::N.:.;TS:..:.... _________ _,11 
4.4,4.. 

The lowest- ater use v encoura eel due to the 
harshness of parking area environments. Materials should be chosen that are contextually 
appropriate: boulders and conifers In mountainous areas; berms and conifers In the Black 
Forest; berms and native shrubs In the High Plains. A combination of low, decorative walls and 
street trees may be most appropriate In urban areas. 

4.4.a. Design of ParklqAr...,.=nd:::sca=i""l::a... ______________ __,1 
Parking areas should incorporate landscape features to break up and dilute th x nses of 
paving. Vegetation can also Improve water quality, and parking area Islands can serve as 
detention or water quality areas. Landscaping and buffering can be utilized to increase site 
aesthetics, property values. and attractiveness to customers; to visually decrease the scale of 
the parking areas; to provide shade for the pedestrian and parked vehicles; to reduce glare and 
heat; to separate and organize circulation systems; to provide openings In Impervious surfaces 
for drainage and Infiltration of ground water; to reduce glare from headlights; and to separate 

_• _Each Island should be a minimum of two parking &lllA&lmC!lliJ!!  ..!l!~~!Ll!!r.5~:Lf 

- 36')-aAd 
should have a minimum of two low-water trees and ten low-water shru 
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4.4.ir ParklngAr_,,=.:..:=.:..:~'---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Parklng area screening may Incorporate a wide variety of techniques, Including: 
rms, built features/walls, and lant materials. Technl ues m be 

combined to create unique and site-specific designs. 

{A}Rural Screening along Roa-..;.;ro:;.:;n:..::t"""'=-------------------~ 
A variety of options are available to meet the parking area screening requirements of 
the LDC. The figure below presents the most typical scenario in rural areas. When 
combined with the roadway landscape area requirements, trees are generally required 
between the parking area and ROW line. However, in accordance with the LDC and this 
manual, shrubs are encouraged as r trees. In addition, 
parking area-setbacks may be greater than anticipated due to the depth of the required 
roadway landscape area. The following diagram provides an example of how berms 
and plantings should be used to meetthe requirements of both the roadway landscape 
area and parking area screening in a rural area. Some of the urban screening options 
presented In the next section may also be applicable In some rural areas. 
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A variety of options are available to meet the parking area screening requirements of 

the LDC. The figures below present several combinations of landscaping. berms, and 

walls that could be applied in urban areas. The oadwa landsca e area covers the 

same area as the parking area screening. As a result. the roadway landscape area 

depth and the re uirement to rovide trees exceed the minimum arkin area 

screening requirements when a parking area is located adjacent to a road In mos 

cases. 

Landscape and Water Conservation Manual 
13 

.. :... .. !-._ .. 

Fonnatted: Font Open Sans, 9 pt 

Fonnatted: Justified, Line spacing: Multiple 1.15 Ii 

Fonnatted: Justified, Space Before: O pt. Line spacing 
Multiple 1.15 Ii 

Fonnatted: Normal, Justified, Indent Left 1.32", Line 
spacing: Multiple 1.15 Ii, No bullets or numbering, Ta 

:. stops: Not at 1.65" + 1.65" 

Fonnatted: Font Open Sans, 9 pt. Condensed by 1.3! 
pt 

Fonnatted: Font Open Sans, 9 pt 

Fonnatted: Font Open Sans, 9 pt 

Formatted: Font Open Sans, 9 pt. Condensed by 0.1 
pt 

)··  



Draft 
Issue Data: 08/28/08 

REVISION (0) 
Saction1 .4 
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All parking areas shall be screened to a height of 3' by vegetation, walls, and berms for 

at least 213 the length as in the fl re below. This means that some 
areas may not have any screening while all other areas will have a minimum 'tall 
screen. 

arid Arn Screened to a He at Least 213 o the L II. 

.. :•···  r.;.;. 

,,, I .. 

4.4.1. Parking Area Landscaping Polldes •---..c=:11==la=na=tl:=o.:.:ns"---------------' 
{A} Vlsua ... c=h=•::.r=•ct=e::...r _________________________ -<"' 

The visual character of parking areas should be enhanced by planted Islands, Intensive 
shade trees or ornamental plantings. Large Impervious areas are to be broken up with 
functional landscape medians and islands that can organize vehicular traffic and 
provide pedestrian pathways. 
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Reductions in the amount of parking area screening and islands can be considered 

where the parking area is located a considerable distance from the road (200-300 

feet),; The distance from the road and 
topography are primary considerations In allowing a reduction In the screening and 

Island criteria, as well as the effectiveness of existing or proposed perimeter screening. 
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BUFFER AND SCREEN AREAS BETWEEN DIFFERING USES OR ZON"11CC.:::IST:..:..:..:;Rl:.=CT5e:..=.. ______ ...,.-: 
4.l.4T Purpose 

Buffering and screening Is used to block displeasing views; reduce noise, odors, glare, and dust; 
mitigate traffic; protect residential privacy; and reduce trespassing. Buffering and screening can 
also make uses more compatible, such as with Special Uses. 
Between similar uses, buffering and screening (perimeter landscaping) can help Identify parking 
areas and property boundaries. 

4.1.ar Water.~o_n_se_rv_a_d_o_n _______________________ _ 
Water conservation can be Incorporated Into buffer and screen areas. Swales can be used to 
direct water to planted areas to minimize Irrigation needs and detention pond volumes, the use 
of appropriate plant materials can conserve water and minimize maintenance costs, and the 
creative use of a variety of plants will provide four-season Interest and effectiveness. 

4.1.a. Requlre-x:;::u::..:ffe;::::..:rs/Sc=::.re.=ce:::nc:::s:...._ ____________________ _, 

Circumstances for each site and use are unique, and additional buffering/screening may be 
required to accomplish appropriate design. Of special concern are sites adjacent to residential 
areas or environmentally sensitive areas, areas with significant view corridors, Industrial uses, 
or uses that are visible from highl~'"'trc::a""ve:::l.:;;ed~ro;.;;a""d:::s. ______________ _, 
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where the project is separated from a residential use by a non-arterial street, a buffer meeting 

the requirements of the LDC is required. Non-arterial streets are those not designated as arterial 

streets or above on the County's Functional Classification Map, as amended. Private streets and 

aR¥, alle are also considered non-arterial roads. The fl ures below rovide two exam les of 

how the standards can be met. Note that the parking area screening requirements 

I in more landsca 

area abuts the roadway. 
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r Stondanl between Non-llesldntlal Zone District and Residential Zone District 

......... .._, -··-­,,, ....... _ 
"'--.. ~ .... / / 

··-·"'--

Area Abun Road Frontage 
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~Buffer/Screen Between: Adjacent Non-Residential and Residential Projects, and 
Adjacent Multifamily Residential and Single- Family/Two- amll Residentia ro ects 
Along the common property line in any non-residential project In any zone district where the 

project Is adjacent to any residential zone district and along the property line in any multifamily 

project where the project is adjacent to a one- family or two-family use, a buffer meeting the 

requirements of the LDC is required. The figure below provides an example of how the 

standards can be met. 

~":::::::""'°"""'*"" --·., 
T_..yt.dWMINCll ................ ,.,..or ... 
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, ______ .. ,,. __ ----
4.1.4.- Trash Collectlo_""==•'----------------------..:l 

Refuse collection areas, including trash bins, are required to be screened from view from 
adjacent properties and roads by the use of an opaque wall or fence, other architectural 
elements, or dense evergreens. Walls/fences should be of a durable material, such as masonry. 
and should match the overall project architecture. Wood or chain link are discouraged. Gates 
should be metal. 

In rural areas, dense evergreen or four-season !anti with a minimum lantl 
height of 6 feet or berms with dense plantings creating an opaque appearance with a 
minimum height of 6 feet are appropriate. 
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{A}Deslp for Et'rectlveness from Time -"1111:.:=nst=•:::llat=lon==-------------.. 
Buffers and screening shall be designed in a manner that appropriately provides the 

required effect at the time of Installation, as well as In the future. 

{ll}Restoratlo.,w:~rts~----------------------::-~'· 
Restoration/conservation/preservation efforts on portions of a site that are part of 

larger natural areas, such as wlldllfe habitat conservation areas, habitat corridors, or 

wildllfe movement corridors, etc. may count toward the buffering/screening 

requirements, with approval from the """'>D1'"""'l>!:D:!!lr~ecto~:!.:r.'------------..,·'.o 
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Formatted: Font Open Sans. 9 pt 

~~lpjjw;---------------------~~.~~~!Fo~rmatted!?!!!!~!....~~~~~~~~~~...J. INTERNA •Ill DSCAPING 
4.IA.- Purpose 

Internal landscaplng requirements are Intended to augment the streetscape, saeening/buffer 

and parking area landscaping requirements, while conserving water resources. The purpose of 

Internal landscaplng Is to visually soften the mass of buildings, enhance the visual appearance, 

and to visually separate building areas from parking areas, and aeate a welcoming appearance 

to building customers and users. 

4.1.a. Minimum Area and Plantln.qo:;=::a====-----------------' 
the LDC and number of lantin 

shall be met by all projects. 

4.1.a. ..... ,ic.=ta=nd==a~rd=s'------------------------' 

•·.· ;•> ., Formatted 

~lantlngs Near_o_u_n_d_at_l_on_s _____________________ .....,.,._,,J"----------------.. 
Lowest water usage plants are especially encouraged next to building foundations, 

where irrigation should be limited. 
411}Low Water Use Plant.,,.,,n:.::c=o::u:::r::a:::d:...._ _________________ ->::"'. 

As always, xerlc and hardy species are strongly encouraged to minimize maintenance 

costs and enhance survival. Should bluegrass sod or other high tt!a~te!!:r~!!l!~~!!la!!!,nts~~~r.;:==:;-------~----~ 
be desired for a certain look, · · he followln criteria sllall Ila 

use plants..._ ______________________ -,,. 

- _Each high water use area should be on a separate Irrigation zon ------­ 
wateri 

-_Each high water use area should be confined to main buildln,.::;n;.:.t:;..ra::..:n.:..:c""es;:;a_ __ ~"· 

~ Minimum Plant Material Slzesl Percentage of Uve Material Groun--=.:;.ove=.r   _____ ~1:·iiA• 
l\WX.\>~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ...... 

(A}Landscape Materla eclftcation 
The minimum ~la=n:;tfn=~-:=n:;sta=:lla::ti;:o::n-:s:;:lz::e-:a::n:::;d~c:;:h::a=ra::cte:::rl;:st:;lcs::::-:of::;-::;::::-:=:::;:;:-~:;;-'l\'1~\.~~~~-------------l 
meet the requirements of the LDC. 

4il}Requlred Live Materlal Grou .. ,.=:..:::.:..r _______________ __, 

The minimum groundcover requirements of the LDC shall be met. 
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4-.k IANDSCAPING AND GRADING IN UTILITY EASEMENTS O-x.:::.::IG::.HTS-=-:..::...:0;,:,_F·.:.W::./lf..:.:'!t'--------, 
Utility providers, as a matter of general policy, will not normally permit use oftheir easements/rights of 
way by other parties. These criteria are general guidelines only and should not be construed as the 

complete and only conditions for such exceptions_ Each case will be evaluated on an Individual basis and 
must be approved by the utility provider. 

,·, .. 
-~.= .. ;'· 

~Changes in grades and elevations along the rights of way atl4illll4if.5bml~U!~~~!  ..I!~~_,~ 
clearances of overhea wires. . .. ,.., ... -...-.,--.,..-···"'";~"'"'· · -......  -. -:  .. ""/:•"".' -~--.... -.• -.. ,"'-.-...... 

~~~~~~:~::uc:::ns~:ldb:~:~nta::::ppl~~dble~nderground wires and~_F_ann  _ ..... -.,atted-..   -.. -... -.. -;---.. _-... ----.. -.. -. -.... - .. -., .-.. -.-... -.. -... __._ 
r--"'"""-~"""-~-'"'""~"'""""'-"'""'-"""--'--'"'"'"""'"""""""'"'"" 

..,_Working space clearances as applicable should be maintained around lin ructures. - Formatted 

... _Excavations h of overhead lin ·'·:>---------------- ....a 
Fonnatted 

.. 

allewlll§hi!L~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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4.8. MULC&-..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--' 
Mulch, organic or Inorganic groundcover, prevents the growth of weeds, prevents erosion and dust. retains moisture 
In the soil, provides shade for plant roots, and presents an attractive and finished appearance for landscapes. Mulch Is 
required on all landscaping projects, In areas other than turfgrass. 
~ Speclflcatlons 

Acceptable mulch materials lnclude1..b!Jlt.i.llUlat.lim.ite.d..ta..1~.fi2U.awilD&..Dill.IIUl!mj~!!!J~~!!!.E~~&.d!Y!!'..J 
rock. washed gravel of 4 • diameter or reater- 

slmllar materials that may be approved by~--...:..:.:..::=..:~c.=i:=:::...:=.:======-=:::..:..::==:::LJ 
affect soil and ambient temperatures. Non-water/low water usjng turf or plant specjes are encouraged <See 

:.·,  ... 

i'·;;=·: 
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4.8.3. Mulc.'llC~•c:::.h=------------------------------~~. 
Mulch should be installed atthe following minimum depths: 

~Bark and pole peeling mulch shall be Installed at a depth of not less tha ,..4;..;"·'----------<-.  
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4.8.4.- Recommended Conservatl._.,..:..:=::=o.==-----------------~ 

Statements regarding the proposed type of Irrigation or watering method should be similar to 

those outlined In the following table. 
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trees per approved plant llst. or as growing seasons until established; 

approvedbyt11e.Q&l~J;l._ ___ -J-!O~n~a!!::il~e~de~d~b~a~s~ls~a~fte~r~t~ha~t~.---l-~~~:!l!!~~~!!!..~~--..1 

Fall and intermittent 
shrubs and trees not natlv 

to the Rocky Mountain Region .....::=m.:..:c·=----------
NOT RECOMMENDED, unless 

limited to a designated high-water 
use area, 11 alla ell heraiR 

&pFiR9thraw1h r:aH IRll IRteFMMeM PeARaReM IFFilatleR Sl&t!IM 
YAl'tl 0 Ai'I& QNb¥ BRiii ll1111teli te I wiRteFr 
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Section 1.10 

Words used In this manual have their dictionary meaning unless they are specifically defined In this 
manual, the LDC, or the ECM. Words defined within this manual shall have the specific meaning assigned-: 

unless the context clearly indicates another meaning. 
Substitute Landscage Plan 
A landscape plan that does not meet the speclflc requirements of this Section The PCP Director mil.Y 

approve a sybstitute landscape plan provided the proposed landscaping meets the pur:pose of this 
Section. promptes the concepts cootajned In the Landscape and p!antjng Manya!. and orpy!des an 

eqyjvalent benefit to the commynl!;y and eoylronmeot as would otherwise be achieved by meeting the 

specific reqy!rements of this Section This aythori1Y shall not allow the PCD Director to eliminate the 

reqyjremeot for landscaping or to diminish the total landscaped area reqylred by this Section <LDC 

6 22CA)(4)) 
rm;-

mound of soil, either natural or manmade, used to obstruct views, attenuate noise, or direct the fl 
of stormwater. 

ButTerlnp­
The Installation of lant materials, fencln or landforms (or a combination of these measures). between 
2 or more lots or parcels which inhibits vislbllity or mitigates the transmission of noise, dust, smoke, 

llghts, and other nuisances from one lot or parcel to another-or rovides for future ublic im rovements 

oraddltlonal ope >c.e=ce:.:.·------------------------- ....r 
canopyr 
The u er ve etative cover of a tree or 

Contextr 
The surroundi environment or character of an environment; trees or landforms that natural! 

ar.-
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Plants that require more than one joch of water per week to thrive. jocludlna bluegrass sod and many 

Landscaping;. 
n combination of IMn 

Site Development Plan. 
Moisture Sensor+­

environment the local, native laot communl • 

devlce connected to an irri ation controller that over-rides scheduled Irr 
precipitation has been detected. 
Mulch;. 

nous within El Paso Coun 
communities. 
OrnainentalTree+­

lanted rimaril for its decorative value, or for screen! 
a height of 30' In El Paso County. 

Parking~ 

maintenance, service, repair, display or operation of motor vehicles, including driveways or access 

ways in and to hese areas, but not !ncludlo an outdoor sto~ e area used rinc! all as a 

recreational vehicle, boat or truck storage use, storage areas for 
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or overhead cano • A ma·or shade tree 

rennlal lant of low to medium hel ht characterized 
branches continuous from the base, usually not more than 12: in height at its maturity. May be evergreen 
or deciduous. 
Soll Amendment~ 

nic materials added to soil to im 

one or several self-su stems or trunks and numerous branches. 
Turfgrass;.. 

of h brldized rasses that. when r 

Land development of higher density and !ntensjty which js charac:terjstical'v provided with sendces of an 
urban nature Cj e central water and sewer. fire hvdrants. paved mads often with curb and &Utter. and 
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es that embod xerisca 

The use of water conservfn 
of xeriscaping Is to conserve water, minimize maintenance efforts and costs, and ensure survivability. 
Xerlscape Prlnclpals;.. 

ethods of rofessional landsca in that include: Ianni 
appropriate plant selection, practical turf areas, use of mulches, and proper maintenance. 
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=water Wise" Treu Sbrubs. •Grasses 
*See a!sp; Appendix B 

Amerir.an plum prynus americana 

AmyrMaple Acer ginnala 

Arizona CWress Call!tropsls arlzonlca 

Aystrian Pine ploys nl1ra 

Baby Blye Eves Soryce Picea oyngens 'Baby Blye Eyes' 

Bosnian Pine Ploys heldrelchii 

Bristlecone Pine Pious arlst:ate 
Oyercys macrpcama 

Caddo Maple Acer saccharym 'Caddo' 

Cockspyr Hawthorn Crataegys crus-p!li 

Crabapple Crabapple Malys 

Goldenraln Tree Koelreyteda panlculata 

Gray Gleam lyniper lynlperys scopylorym 'Gray Gleam' 

Hackberry Celtis occide!'!talis 

Hot Wlnp Tatarlan Maple Acer tataricum 'GarAnn' 

Kentycky Coffeetree Gymnocladys d!o!cys 

Lacebark Pine Ploys byngeana 

Maidenhair Tree Ginkgo b!loba 

Mu&<> Pine Plnysmygo 

Northern Red Oak Oyercys rybra 

One-seed lynlper lyniperus mono:;perma 

Pinyan Pine Plnys!!dylls 

Ponderosa Pine Ploys ponderosa 

Red Maple Acerrybrum 

RockJr Mountain lunlper lynlperys scopylorym 
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Russian Hawthorn 

seven-Son Flower 

Tatarlan Maole 

!hornless Cocksour Hawthorn 

Thomless Hone,ylocyst 

Jyrkjsh Eilbert 

Vanderwolfs Pvramld Limber 

Weeping Norway Spruce 

Weepjng White Spruce 

Western Catalpa 

Common Nlnebark 

Common Snowbeny 

Cranberry eotoneaster 

Creeping Barbeny 

Creeping Three-Leaf Symac 

Cdmson ~y Barberry 

Cytleaf Smooth Symac 

Dark Knight Spirea 

Qiablo Ninebark 

pwad Blye Rabbltbrysh 

Dwarf Creeping lynloer 

Dwarf Globe Blye Spryce 

Dwarf Korean Lilac 

False Indigo Bysh 

Eerobysh 

Gentry's Gem Spryce 

Gplden Elder 

Golden 5word Yucca 

Crataegus amblgua 

Heptacodlum mlconloldes 

Acer tatadcum 

Crataegus crus-pll! var lnermis 

Gledltsia trjacanthos var lnecmis 

Turkish Eiibert Cor;ylys colyroa 

pjnys flexills 'Vanderwolfs Pvramjd' 

Plcea abjes •pendyla' 

pjcea &layca 'Pendyla' 

Catalpa speciosa 

Phvsocarpys opyl!fol!ys 

SymphorlcaQ'.>OS albys 

eotonea:ster aplcylatys 

Berberis amplect@ns 

Rhys tr!lobata 'Aytymn Amber' 

Berbeds thynbergl! var atrppurpyrea 'Crimson 

~ 
Cercocacr.>us ledlfoliys 

Rhys glabra 'L.aclnlata' 

Caryopteris x c!andonensis 'Dark Knjght' 

Phvsocarpys opyl!foliys 'Mania' 
--- - -- --- \l!:lr ---------

lunlperys procymbens 'Nana' 

P!cea pynpns 'Glayca Globosa' 

Amocr.>ha fryticose 

Chamaebatiaria mi!lefol!ym 

Plcea pynpns 'Gentry's Gem' 

Sambycys nlgra ssP canadensls 'Ayrea' 

Yucca fllamentosa 'Golden SWprd' 

Green Mpynd Alpine Cyrrant Ribes alplnum 'Green Mpynd' 

Gro-Low Symac Rhys aromatica 'Gro-Lpw' 

Hancock Coralbeny SymphQdcarpos x chenayltl! 'Hancock' 

Hayard's Centyry plant Apve havardiana 

Hillside Creeper Pine Ploys :;ylvestrls 'HUl:;lde Creeper' 

lapane:;e Barberry 

ludd Viburnum 

Klnnlkinnick 

Lead plant 
I o+>1-1-~~ . 
Me:sa Verde Spryce 

Mj:;:; Kim Dwarf Liiac 

Berber!:; thynbergii 

Viburnum x lydd!i 

Arctp:;taphylos yva-ur:;I 

Amprpha canescens 

Cercpcarpy:; lntrlcaty:; 

Picea pynpn:; 'Mesa Verde' 

Sydnp pybescen:; :;ybsp oatyla 'Miss Kim' 
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Mock Bearberry Manzanita Arctost:aphylos x co!oradoensls 

Mohican Wayfarjn1 Tree Vlburnum lantana 'Mohjcan' 

Morqomery Plcea pun1ens 'Mont.Jomety' 

Mops pwarf Mum Pine Pious muJO 'Mops' 

Mountain Mahopny Cercocarpus montanus 

Nankln1 Cherry pnmys tomentosa 

Nearly Wild Rose Rosa 'Nearly Wlld' 

OreJOn Grape Berber!s aqy!fol!ym 

Panchito Manzanita Arctgstaohylos x co!oradgensls •eanch;to' 

pawnee Byttes Sand Cheny prunys besseyj •eo11 S' 

Pekin1 Cgtgneaster CQtoneaster acutjfo!iys 

Ptrsjan Liiac SYriD!!i! x perslca 

New Mexican Privet Eorestlera pybescens yar pybescens 

Purple Smoket:ree Cgtlnys coaygrja 'Raya! pym!e' 

pyracantha Pyracantha cocclnea 'Gnome' 

Bed lwl& PO£WQ<>d Cornys serlcea 

Bedleaf Bose Bosa 1!auca 

Rock Spirea Holodjscys dymgsys 

Rocky Mountain Symac Rhys Jlabra var c!smontana 

Bgse Glow lapanese Barberry Berbeds thynber1!! var atropyrpyrea 'Bose 

.Glow: 
Ryssjan Sage Ptmyskla atdpl!clfol!a 

Atrlplex canescens 

Sand Sapbrush Artemlsla tll!fol!a 

Saskatoon Servjceberry Amelancbler alnlfol!a 

Scrub Oak Oyercys pmbelii 

Shadblgw Servjceberry A!nelanchler canadensjs 

Siberian peashryb Carapna arborescens 

Silver Byffaloberry Shepherdja ar1entea 

Silver Fountain Butterfly Bysh Byddle!a altemlfol!a 'Ar,pntea' 

Smogtb Symac Rhys Jlabra 

Soapweed Yucca 1lauca 

Spanish Gold Broom <;ytisys pyrpns 

Sta1horn Symac Rhus typhjna 

Stansbyty's C!iffrose Purshia stansbyrvana 

Symmer Wine Njnebark Physacar:pus opu!ifol!ys 'Seward' 

Tall Babbltbrush Erlcamerla naysegsa yar naysegsa 

Iam lyn!per lynlperys sab!na ']"amadscifQl!a' 

Jexassoto! pasy!ldon texanym 

Threeleaf Symac Rhys trllobata 

Yalley Cyshlon pwarf MUJO Pine Plnys muJO 'Valley Cyshlon' 

Yan Hoytte Spirea Spiraea x vanhouttel 

Landscape and Water Conservation Manual 
A -3 



Draft 
Issue Date: 10/20/06 

REVISION (0) 
 pend i xA 

variegated Dogwood Cornus alba 'Argenteo-marginata' 

waldbrunn Spruce pjcea pungens 'Waldbrunn' 

WawleafOak Oyercus x yndylata 

Waxflower lamesja americana 

Wayfarjng Tree Yibyrnym lantana 

Western Sagebrush Art@mjsja trjdentata ssp Tr!dentata 

Western Snowberry SVmphorlcamos occidentalis 

Wjlliam Baffin Rose Rosa 'William Baffin' 

Wjne and Roses Weigela Weigela florjda 'Alexandra' 

Wjnter lasmjne lasminum nydjflorym 

Yellow Twig DQ&WOOd Cornus ser!cea 'F!ayjramea' 

Alkali Sacaton Sporobolys ajro!des 

Arjzona Eescye Festyca arjzonica 

Big Blyestem Andropogon gerardjj 

Blonde Ambjtjon Blue Grama Grass Boyteloua graci!is 'Blonde A!nbjtjon' 

Blye Eescue 

BlyeGrama 

Blye Heaven Little Bluestem 

Blye Oat Grass 

Byffalograss 

Compact Maiden Grass 

Feather Reed Grass 

Gjant Sacaton 

Heayy Metal Swjtchgrass 

lndjan Grass 

lapanese Blood Grass 

Korean Feather Reed Grass 

Maiden Grass 

Oyerdam Feather Reed Grass 

Prairie Dropseed 

prairie Sky Switchgrass 

Sheep Eescue 

Shenandoah Switchgrass 

Sjdeoats Grama 

The Blues Little Bluestem 

Tyrf-tvoe Tall Eescye 

Undaynted Ryby Muhly 

variegated Malden Grass 

Zebra Grass 

Eestyca oy!na glayca 

Boyteloya gracilis 

Schlzachyr!ym scoparlym 'MjnnBlueA' 

Helictotrjchon semperylrens 

Boyteloua dactyloldes 

Mjscanthys sjnensis 'Adagjo' 

Calamagrostls x acutjf!ora 'Karl 

~ 
Sporobolus wrjghtii 

panjcym y!rgatym 'Heayy Metal' 

Sorghastrum nutans 

lmperata cylindrka 'Red Baron' 

Calamagrostis brachytrjcha 

Miscanthys s!nensjs 'Grac!ll!mus' 

Calamagrostis x acytjf!ora 'Overdam' 

Sporobolys heterolepjs 

pankym yjrgatym 'Prairie Sky' 

Festyca ovina 

panjcym yjrgatym 'Shenandoah' 

Boyteloya cyrtjpendyla 

Schizachyriym scoparjym The Blyes' 

Eestuca arundjnacea 

Muhlenbergia reverchon!j 

Miscanthus slnensjs '\lariegatys' 

Mjscanthys sjnensjs 'Zebrjnys' 
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Not Bemmmemled/Restrlct!on Becommended P!antlnp 

flm 

Box Elder !25ft ROW setback 

restrjctlonl 

All Salix and Papulus pnus !Except 

Aspen! !25ft-ROW Bestrlctlonl 

Autumn Purple Ash 

Green Ash 

Common Sea Buckthgrn 

Mexican Feather Grass 

Kentucky Blue1rass 

Ulmus genus <Dutch Elm Qlsease 

resjstant acceptable) 

Acernegundo 

Eraxjnus amerjcana 'Autumn Purple' 

Eraxjnus penn!j)'lvanlca 

Hjppgphae rhamnoldes 

Na55el!a tenuissima 

poa pratensls 

Low Water. Nat!u. Front Rang p!ant!np Retoun:e: 
https·l/ext@nslon cg!gstate.edu/docsfJ>ubs/nat!veJErontBange pdf 

Native Trees for Colorado Landscapes: 
https·Uextenslgn cgla5tate edu/docstpubst.garden/07421 pdf 

Native Shrubs for Colorado Landscapu; 
https·l/extenslon colQ5tate eduldgcs/pubstgarden/07422 pdf 

Cg!grado Spr!np Ut!l!t!es - plant Se!ectgr 
bttps"//Www wa!:e[Wjseplants Qfi{flnd-a-plant/ 

.5aurm. 
Coloradg Sp$gs Utmtles https:Jlwww csu,orgtpages/default aspx 

Cglgradg State Unjversjty extenslgn https"l/extensjgn cglQ5tate edu/ 

Colgradg Native plant Society www conps org 
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This Appendix contains all applicable landscape provisions from the LDC. Please note that other 

erformance standards and desi n standards of the LDC could affect the lacement and 

design of landscaping. The fence, wall and hedge provisions have been included since when required fencing 

and buffering requirements directly Impact landscape design. 

8.2. DEVaOPllENT STANDARDS FOR ANCLLARY FACILmES AND ACT1VITIES 

8.2.1. Fenae, Wis, lllld Hldg• 

(A) AppllClblllty 

This Section Is applicable to any fence, wall, or hedge llllabllBhed after the dale 
of adoption of this Section unl1111UJ)81'18ded by a specific development 
standard in a PUD zoning district or within a Rural Land Use Plan. 

(B) Exmlpllo• 
This Section la not applleable lo agrfcultural fencee, except as otherwlae provided 
by this Section, or to the installation of nolae barriera required by lhll Code, the 
ECM or conalruellld and instaled In accordance with federal requirements. 

(C) Generlll Slllndllnlll Appllcable to F.,_., Walls, or HIClgn 

The following atandarda are applicable to fence8, walls, or hedges, Including 
ll(Tlcullural fences. 

(1) 100-YHr Floodplaln 

Fencea and walls within a 100 ynr lloodplaln ahaK comply with the 
requirements of Ille Floodplain Regulations. 

(Z) No Obelnlcllon of View of Velllcle Operators 

No fence, wall, or hedge may obstruct Ille view of molar vehicle 
operalanl entering or leaving any parking 8Al8, service drive, dr'-Y, 
road, alley, or other thoroughfare. Fences. wans and hedges are subfecl 
to the sight dillance standards In Chapter 2 of the ECM. 
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The use al tlr8s for a fenca or wan, whether whale or baled, shaR 
be allowed only an the granting al a beneficial ime agreement 
with El Paso County, and shall only occur In canfannance with 
1he requirements of 1his Cade and CDPHE regulations. 

(b) Corrugmcl llelal Not Approved. Fencing lllalertal 

Corrugated melal is not considered an acceptable fencing 
material In perimeter fencing if visible tram CIUtllde 1he fenced lat 
or parcel. 

(4) llelllurtng the Height at a Fenoe 

The halght of fences, Walls, and hedges ahall be mlBSllred tram the final 
r• n' 'b· ,,,, p·rce' or 'md d 'm IMatlon of the fence, waH, or 
hedge ta the tap of the fence, wal, or hedge. The tap of a fence, wall, or 
hedge is the highest component of 1he fenaa, wall, or hedge, not 
lncludlng columns or paats. The depth al drainage channels under a 
fence, wall, or hedge shall not be included in 1ha height 1Mm.1rement. 
The height of a fence, wall, or hedge built an berms or ratainlng walls 
shall Include 1he height of the berm or wall. 

(5) Fencing Maintained 

Fences, wala or hedges shaft be maintained in goad structural or living 
condition. The owner Is reapanalble far 1he repair or removal of a fence, 
wall or hedge, which canalitutai a safety hazard, by reason of 
Inadequate maintenance, dilapldatlan, abaalescence or abandonment, or 
which canatilulell a zoning vialallan. 

(D) Haight and Lacatlan 81andanla 

The !allowing requirements are applcabla ta au fences and wans axcapt 
agrlculbnl fences: 

(1) Building Pennlt Requlftld far Farm. and w.ita Ovw 8 l9el In Helgllt 

A fence or wall over 6 feat in height requires a building permit tram Iha 
Building Department. 

(2) Fencee and WaHa 8 Fe.t In Height Conaldenld Ac_,, Structure 

A fence or wall aver 8 feat In height is considered an accesaary 
structure, and shal meat the accessory strucbn setback requirements . 
of this Cada. If no acaasaary structure setbacks are established by this 
Coda, the principal structure satbacks are applicabla. 

(3) Fences and Walla Not to oi.rup1 Dralnaga 

The fence and wall shall not be established where It would impede the 
drainage aatabllshed by an approved drainage plan. 

Landscape and Water Conservation Manual 
A -7 



Draft 
Issue Date: 10/20/06 

REVISION (0) 
AppendixA 

(4) FenCM and walls Nol to DlllUpl UH of EuMnent 

The fence or wall shall not be established within an easement In a 
llWll1fll' where the use of the easement is unnaceaaarily Impeded. 

(E) SpecHlo Fenae Standards for Flealdenllal U... 
The foloWfng requirements are applicable to fencee asaoclabld wllh resldenllal 
UHi. 

(1) Opaque Pance tt.lght Umlled In l'rant Yard Selbllck Artlll 
Fencae or walla more than 25% opaque shall not exceed 30 Inches In 
height when located within Iha front satback area. 

(2) Opaque Fence Height Umlled In Sight Trtangle 

An opaque fence, wall or hedge shall not exceed 30 Inches in height 
when located within a sight dialance triangle or as otherwise llmltad by 
Chapter 2 of the ECM. 

(F) Specific Fence Slmlcl8rda for Non-RHlclentlal U .. 
The following requirements are applicable to fanoas asaoclatlld with non· 
1811idantial UleS: 

(1) 8 Feat High Fences Allowed 

Fences not exceeding 8 feet in height may be placed anywhanl on the 
lot or parcel except no lance, waU or hedge shall exceed 30 inches In 
height when located wHhln a sight dilllanca triangle or as otherwise 
llmilad by Chapter 2 of Iha ECM. 

(2) Security Fencing 

Security fencing may Include 3 atrands of wire on top of the fence. The 
wires are not Included In the height measurement. 

(3) Sublacl to Parking, undacaplng, and Scraenlng StmndMls 

Walle and fencae shall conform to the parking, landscaping, and 
screening standards of thi8 Code. 

(G) Noise BMler Fencing or Walla 

Nol&a barrier lancing or wall• shall be conatructad in accordance with the 
p-ovisions for noise barrier lancing In Chapter 8 and the ECM. 

(H) Develapmenl Perimeter Fencing 

If fanclng Is proposed around Iha perimeter of a aubdlvlslon or development, any 
fencing 8*cant to a County road or State or federal highway shall be 
compatlbla with the exlatlng land ..a, topography, and landscaping In Iha 
Immediate vicinity. Subdivision perimeter fencing shall be conalslant In design 
and materials when establlahad along or adjacent to common boundaries where 
other perimeter fencing exists. 
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CU Bulking Pennn Raqulnld for Relalnlng Walls Retaining Surallwge 

A bullding permit is required for a retaining waR that retains a aun:harge. 

(2) Bulldlng Pennn Raqulnld for Rellllnlng Walls Over 4 Feat High 

A building pennit is required for a ratairW!g wall greater than 4 feet In 
height. 

(3) Raining Walls 8 Feat High COnllldlNd Acoeuory 8lruc:lure 

A retaini1g wall over 6 feet in height la considered an acceaaary structure 
and shall meet Iha accessory structure l8lback requirements. H no 
llCC8ISOry structure l8lbacks are established by this Code, the principal 
llruclure setbacks are applicable. 

(4) Ellablllhed Prior to Principal use 

A retaining wall, when naceaary for development, may be eatabllahed 
prior to 1he principal use. 

&.2.2. Lmdlcape Raqul1'9111111t1 

(At General 

(1) Purpose 
The landscape requirements are Intended to provide unHorm standards 
for Ille development and maintenance of the landscaping of private 
property and PIMc riglU-of-way to achieve a balance between the 
individual right to develop and Iha general benefit and welfare of the 
community. The benefits to be achieved and the overall purposee of the 
landecaplng required by this Section are: (t) to creat8 a positive image 
and visual appeal both along 1he road which ia highly visible and intamal 
properties which provide a working, shopping and IMng environment; (2) 
to decrease 1hl scale of parking loll, provide shade, and reduce heat. 
glare and noiu; (3} to separate clrculation systems; to soften and reduce 
Iha m111 of buildinga; to acrean and buffer Iowa" lntenllly 11111 from 
higher lntenally uaes and protect residential privacy; and (4) to create an 
overall pleuant and aaracuva eurrounding. 

(2) AppllCllbllllJ 

(a) Applies to All Lind u ... 
The requirements of tlll8 Section shall apply to all ua11 except 
1ingl1-family or duplex dwemnga and associated acceasory uaes. 

(b) Applll9 to Chlngl In Ula 

The requirements of this Section shall apply when a use ls 
11tabllahed that requires a change of occupancy to be approvacl 

by the Building Department or by the DSD. 
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(c) Appllee to N- Conllll'Ucllon •nd Addttlons 

The requirements of this Section shall apply to existing buildings 
where the new construction of or addition to a building's floor 
area exceeds 50% of the existing bulldlng's gross floor area 

(3) Requirements of Section SupplemanlBd 

The requirements of this Section are supplemented by the landscape 
and Water conservation Manual. 

(4) Authority ol Director to Accept Alt9matlve l..andllcmpe Design• 
The DSD Director may approve landscaping that does not meet the 
specific requirements of this Section provided the proposed landscaping 
meets the purpose of this Section, promotes the concepts contained in 
the Landscape and Water conservation Manual, and provides an 
equivalent bppefit m the G9fDID11Djty and enyironment as would otherwise 
be achieved by meettng the specfflc requirements of this Section. This 
authority shall not allow the DSD Director to eliminate the requirement for 
landscaping or to diminish the total landscaped area required by this 
Section. 

(B) RCNldway Land9C11Plng Requlremmts 

Roadway landscaping areas are required. A roadway landscaping area Is 
located along the lot, parcel or tract frontage between the road right-of-way, 
easement, or tract boundary lines and any bul'ldlng or use. 

(1) Minimum Deplh of Roadway Land-ping Anni 

Table 8·1 lists the depth and number of trees required to be provided 
along any road in roadway landscaping area. Where the required 
setback Is narrower than the depth of the required landscape area, the 
roadway landscaping area depth shall control. 

10feet 

The required deplh of lhe roadway land8cape atea shall be Increased lo 15 feel along a nolHl'lerial road 111 public alley 
where Ille road or aley saparale• a non-raaidenlial uae from a residential zoning dialricl. The number of required traea shall 
be increased to 1 per 15 feat Of linear ltontage. A minimum Of % Of Ille trees shaA be evergreen trees. 

(2) i.-tlon and Type of T- In Roadway ~ping Anni 

(a) CluSlerlng Allowed 

The roadway landscaping trees may be clustered along a road 
frontage. The clustering of evergreens may not be advisable In 

Landscape and Water Conservation Manual 
A -10 

---;,.,:,._, .. 

·.'.:' ~ 



Draft 
Issue Date: 10/20/06 

REVISION (0) 
AppendixA 

&r8M where the winter shade wlll cause unsafe conditions on an 
adjacent road. 

(b) Type of Tree Umltad 

The types of roadway landscaping treas utilized shal be 
commonly known to grow In the Colorado Springs area and 
llsted in the Landscape and War Conservation. 

(c) Excladlng Minimum Dapll of Roeclway Llndecllplng 

The roadway landscaping tra. shall be located within 50 feat of 
the road right-of-way, easement or tract boundary line and any 
building or use. 

(cl) Allawad In Rlght.gt.W.,- H Approved 

The roadway landscaping treas may be placed in a right-of-way 
ff !he Mbt-gl-way qwn• 1!!!11¥1!1 the placement and no 
conflicts exist, or wRI axllt, with Ulllty eaaemenls or any provider 
of utllltles. Oensrally, trea are not allowed to be plai:ed within 
any COunty right-of-way. Placing of the required roadway 
landscaping lre88 within the right-of-way shall not negate the 
raqulremsnt for the l'8Cll*ed roadway landscape area. 

(3) ..... and FenCBll In floadny undlClpe Ania 

Walls and lances which are.25% or more opaque shaft not exceed 3 feel 
in height whsn localed within a required roadway landscaping arsa. 
Opaque walls and fencaa higher than 3 feel (such as noise barriers) shall 
be located outside of Iha roadway landscaping area to maintain a 
landscaped appearance along the road. 

(C) Parking Lot undllcapa Requl19manta 

(1) Required ,, ... 

A tree of a type suitable for parking lot& shall be provided for every 15 
parking spacaa In parking lots with 15 or more parking spaces. The 
required trees may bs clustered and shall be located In a manner which 
will divide and break up axpana11 of paving and long l'llWll of parking 
and create a canopy affect 0¥8r the parking lot 

(2) Partclng Lot llllnda 

The most common method to satisfy the parking lot tree requirement Is 
through the utillzallon of plant Islands, fingers (areas open to the parking 
on three sldaa), and corners (open to the parking on two aldaa). Islands, 
flngsrs, and cornara are required to be Incorporated Into all parking Iota 
of 15 parking spacss or more in area. One laland ahall be provided for 
evsry 15 spaces. An ialand, finger or comer that la the aame lize as a 
parkklg apace counts as a required Island. An Island the size of two 
spaces counts aa two islands. Pedestrian entry spaces also count aa an . 
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Island, including the ramp. Parking Iota containing fewer than 25 sp1C81 
shal not be required to provide Islands. 

Islands should be located at the end of center rows and at entry locallons 
to direct traffic and minimize cutovers. Islands ahould generally be used 
and located to organize and enhance circulation, breakup continuous 
parking areas, and capture and direct stormwater. Islands protect 
vegetation from damage. 

Small parking loll may ullllze the parlmlllllr area of the parking lot to 
satisfy the parking lot trae location recJ*ament when there are not more 
than 2 rows ol palklng spaces and a single drive aisle. Where a parking 
lot ii not required to be pavad, no Islands shall be required. 

The tree types, minimum planter sizes and utilization of perimeter tree 

P'nm•ot shall ba C!!!l8!slant wlh the Landscape and Water 
Conse!vation Manual. 

(3) Pl'OllCllon of T, ... from Dlmlge 

Parking lot traea shall be protectacl from vehicle damage by curbs, 
planters or other barriers. 

(4) Slonn Dnllnage for lrrlg.uon EncOUl'llged 

Parking Iota designs that anow runoff to enter landacaped areas for 
Irrigation lllld controlling non-point eource pollution are encouraged. 

(5) Required Parking Lot SCNenlng 

Parking lots shall be screened from view from adJ-1 roads and 
properties with differing land uses. The minimum height of the screening 
shal ba 3 feel and may be accompllahed by using berms and plantings. 
A minimum of % of the road frontage or common lot, parcel, or tract 
boundary, not counting Intersecting driveways. ahal ba provided wllh the 
required screening. The maximum spacing of plenlll to achieve an 
acceptable screen and the maximum acceptable gradel for screening 
areas, such as grass berms and plantings beds, should be consistent 
with the lmldacape and Water Conll8Mlllon Manual. 

Decorative walls or fences may be approved If the DSD Director finds 
that: 

• The waR or lance avoids a blank and monotonous appelll'ance 
by archlteclural articulation and the planting of vines, shrubs or 
trees; or 

• The total use of berms or plantings Is not physically feulble, or 
• The wal or fence allradlvaly complments the use of berms or 

plantings. 
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(1) Bulfer Belween Non R11ldentlel and Reelclenllll Dl8bfcta leplll'llted 
by a Non-Artertal Road or Public Alley 

(a) Wllel9 Requltwd 

A buffer Is required along Iha road-side lot, parcel, or tract One of 
any non-residential use whent the use la aaparatecl from a 
rasldentlal zoning district by a non-arterial road or public alley. 

(b) Deplh and Plantlng llllndarclll 

The raqulnld buffer shall be a minimum ol 15 feat deep. The 
minimum number of trees in the buffer shall be one 1ree for every 
15 feat of the road frontage. A minimum of % of the trees shall 
be evergreen trees. 

(el 8µ¥8 "8&1w ca INBI lt&qah&d 

An opaque fence or wall with a minimum height of 6 feet Is 
required along the Inside edge of the required buffer when the 
area inmeclialBly adjacent to the 15 foot buffer ia used u a 
aervica corridor for loading. maneuvering or storage. If the area 
ia used for parking, the required parking lot sc,..,ing shall be 
appRcable. 

(d) Minimum Ground Covering Required 

The required buffer area shall require a ground covar at malllity 
with a minimum of 75% living plant materials. Bark, wood chips, 
rock, stone, or other natural landecape material shall be used as 
a non-living ground covar. Areas of a required buffer not covered 
In approved living ground cover material shall be covered In a 
approvad non-living ground cover. 

(2) Buffer ...._ Non-Resldantlal, Mullllamlly Ruldenli.1 anc1 Slnglll­
FemilylDuplex UBH 

(a) Wllel9 Rtlqultwd 

A buffer ia required In the foHowlng situations: 

• Along the lot. parcel, or tract line on the non-residential 
uu property between the non-residential use and a 
residential zoning district. 

• Along the lot, parcel, or tract Hne on the multifamily uu 
property between the mulllamly use and a single-family 
or duplex zoning district. 

(b) Depth and Planting St8ndllnla 

The required buffer shall be a minimum ol 15 feat deep. The 
minimum number of trees in the buffer shall be one 1ree for every. 
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25 feet of common lot, parcel, or tract line. A minimum of% of 
lhe trea shall be evergreen traaa. 

(c) Opaque Fmclng or Wan Requlnid 

An opaque fence or wall with a minimum height of 6 feet i1 
required along the lot, parcel, or tract llna except where 1ha 
adjacent lingla-famly or duplex l8lldential ZDllklg diltrlct or use 
abutl a required roadway landlcaplng araa. 

(cl) Minimum Graund Covering Required 

e.k, wood chips, rock, lllllna, or other natural landacape 
malerial shall be Uled as a non-living ground cover. Areas of a 
requited buffer not covered In approved non-living ground covar 
11111111&1 ellall Ila 11 IMll In a l~ring plant m818rtal. 

(E) lnt8mal Lanacaplng 

The folloWing lntemal landscaping Is required: 

(1} Requl,...ra far llultllamlly u ... 
The followtng lntemal landlc:aping la required tor mulllfamlly uaea: 

(a) Minimum Required Internal Landecllped "'-

A minimum of 15% al the lot or parcel shall be landacapad. 

(b) Minimum Number of T ._. In Landlcaped Area 

A mlnknum of one 1ree shall be provided for every 500 square 
feet of required internal landacape area. 

(2) Requl   ......... lor Non-Realdentlal UHS 

The following Internal landaclplng 11 required for non·realdenllal uaes. 

(a) Minimum Requlnid lnlamal Landacapad A.we 
A minimum of 5% of Iha lot or parcel shall be landacapad. 

(b) Minimum Number of T188a In Landlcapad A.we 

A mlnknum of one tree shall be provided for every 500 square 
feet of requhd internal landscape area. 

(c) Tl888 Fltlplaced by Shruba 

A maximum of 'Al of the required trew may be 1ub&tltuted with 
shrubs adjacent to retail store fronts where the view of wall signs 
may be obltructed. At least 1 o ahruba wllh a minim in conlalnar 
size al 5 gallons shall be provided for each tree that II replaced •. 
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(3) Slandlrda for Required lnlwnll Land8capl Arel 

(a) lnlent of lnlemal Landaaaplng 

The lnlent of !he Internal landscape area II to provide relief from 
struc:turaa and hard surfaces through the uae of plantklga. 

(b) Location of lnlarnal Landecape Arela 

The required Internal landscape areas shall be loceled In 
accardance wllh the following lllllndanls: 

• Adjacent to tt10ae building elevations which fonn lhe 
major public views ol lhe bullclng from adjacent roada 
and properdes and to lhe users of the project; or 

• At all pedealrian entrances, except aervlce-only entries; 
or 

------------'.w'i"•ilh'llli11'1"ia.,11111--~•1Pore11111111111.-,waa1rd between buildings or portions 
of builclnga,(plaze/courtyard la to have at least one aide 
open); or 

• In an area provided lo separate building areas from 
parking areas; or 

• In a simllar location which aubatanllaly conforms to the 
purpose of the required Internal landscape area. 

(c) Arel C.lculallon 

The entire lot, parcal or tract area ahall be used as Iha hula for 
calculating required lhe lnlemal landscape area. In lnatancea 
where an entire lot, parcel. or tract ia not uaed for the propol8d 
development, lhe area used to calculate the required Internal 
landacape area may be reduced by lhe DSD Director baaed on 
lhe area of the lot, parcel or tract actually being developed or 
used. The minimum landacaplng raqulramenla may apply to just 
that project area delarmlned by the DSD Director to be 
developed or used. However, even If reductiona In the lot area 
are approvacl, the DSD Director may require that adclllonal 
llllcllcaplng (Including buffering or screening) iB provided at the 
fillt ll8ge of a larger project to mitigate environmental lmpecta or 
meet the Intent of the landscaplng provisions of the LDC . 

(d) Paved Arela within an lntamlll LandKapld Arel 

Sidewalks which provide buic pedestrian circulation shall not 
count toward meeting Iha internal landscape area requirement. 
Paved plazas may be credited to a maximum of 50% ol required 
lnlemal landscaping area If such plazas have trees and other 
pedestrian-only amenities (bench11, sculpture, decoratlYe 
paving, etc.), are not vehlcular, and provide visual relief to thoae . 
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building elellalions which form the major public views of Iha 
project. 

(F) Minimum Pllnl Sins 11111 Percllllllge of Live Ground Cover 

(1) Landllcape llal9rlal 8p9clflcalkllls 

Plant Installation sizes and characteristics shall meet the folowing 
minimum requirements. 

(a) Declduaua Shade T,_ 

Deciduous shade hes shall be 1 'At Inch caliper meaeurad 6 
inches above grouid, balled and burlappad. 

(b) DeclcluOU8 Ornamental T,_ 

Deciduous ornamental treas shall be 1 inch caliper meaeurad 6 
inches above wound, balled and lulapped. 

(0) l!nrg181ft Trau 

Evergreen 1l'8es shal be 8 feel in height above ground, balled 
and burlapped, except Pinon Pine and upright junipers which 
shall be a minimum 4 feet In height. 

(cl) Evergreen and Daolduous Shrubs 

Evergreen and deciduous shrubs, where required, shaD be 5 
gallon size. 

(e) Ground Cover llld Vin• 
Ground cover and vlMB shall be 1 size. 

(2) Rlquh'9CI Live llatertal Ground Cover 

Unlesa othmwlse allowed, required landscape areas shal include a 
minimum of 75% ground cover by IMng grass or other living plant 
materials at maturity. The remaining 25% of the required landscape area 
may be covered with bark, wood chips, rock, &tone, or other landllcape 
materials or may be designed as hard-surfaced pedestrian areas. The 
lollage crown of trees shall not be counted In meeting the ground cover 
requirement. 

(CJ) Other Required Lancllclipe Arau 

(1) Other Area to be LandlOllP8d or SclWll8d 

<•> zoning Dlltrk:I Boundlry Tl988 
A minimum of one tree shall be provided for avary 30 feat of lot, 
parcel, or tract line coincident with a zoning district boundary line 
except if otherwise required to meat the buffering requirements 
betWeen a non-residential uaa or multifamily use and rasldantial 
zoning district. 
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Refuse conectlon areas. Including trash bins, shall be screened 
from view from adjacent properties and roads by an opaque wall 
or fence, archilsctural elements, dense evergreen plantings with 
a minimum planting height of 6 fwt, or berms with dense 
plantings creating an opaque appearance with a minimum height 
of 8feet. 

(c) Loading Docks and Other Vehlde Arau Scraned 

Loading docks, vehicle repair bays, and vehlcle fueling areas 
ahall be -nec1 from view from adjacent road• by the use of 
plantings, benns, walls, fences, or other architeclural elemenfll. 

(d) Landscaping Requlnld Babnlen Lot and Curb 

Landscaping Is required be1-l lhe lot, parcel, or tract Une and 
the curb line. The lancl_.,ing shall meet the ground cover 
standards for the required roadway landscaping area. Although 
this landscape area Is located within the right-of-way, easement 
or tract, the adjacent lot, parcel or tract owner shall be 
reapqmible for malntenanoe. Xerlc planllngs lhall·be used In 
order to avoid the need to Install an inlgalion system within the 
right-of-way, easement or tract. Xerlc planfll may require 
supplsmantal Irrigation to get them established or In times of 
extrema drought. ll'lllBllalion of an Irrigation system requires 
approval of DOT or owner or right-of-way, easement or tract. 
Installation of plant materials may also require spproval of the 
DOT or owner or right-of-way, easement or tract. 

(e) T1'11181'111U1on Tower, Water Storage Tank, and Utility 
Fac:lllllH Ulldacepe Requl1'1111181118 

(I) Site-Speclllc Landscaping Required 

DSD Director spproval of slte·apecillc landscaplng la 
required for transmission tower, water storage tank, and 
Ullllty facllltlea. Installation of approved site-specific 
landacaplng la 18CJ11red prior putting a tranamission 
w-r, water storsge tank, or utility facility Into operation. 
The site-specific land~ is subject to the fOllowlng 
slandarda: 

• Rural and Remote Areas: In rural and remote 
areas landlcaplng, acreenlng and lll'Ollion 
control measures ahall be tailored to Iha nature 
and character of the area and the type of facllly 
or structure contemplated. Sita-specific 
landacaplng shall, at a minimum, Include 
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revegetation of disturbed areas with materials 
indigenous to the site or otherwise adaptable. 

• Urbanized and Developed Areas: In urbanized 
and developed areas, the site-specific 
landscaping shall address specific issues such 
as screening and visual impacts. 

(f) Outside Storage Area Land-ping Requirements 

(i) Site-Specific Landscaping Required 

DSC Director approval of site-specific landscaping is 
required for establishing an outside storage area. 
Installation of approved site-specific landscaping Is 
required prior to utilizing an outside storage area. 

------------------(~il)----S~l-te-~S~p-a~ci~fic_La   __ n~dscap--~lngSmndards 

The site-specific landscaping shall reflect a combination 
of berms, shrubs, trees, fences or walls which will 
provide, at maturity, a minimum 6 foot high, 100% 
opaque screening for the outside storage area. 

(2) Ml-llaneous Requlremanta 

(a) Flexlblltty In Design Allowed 

The owner may select the types of and the planting spaces 
between the required trees. The types of trees selected shall be 
commonly known to grow in the Colorado Springs area and 
should be a type listed In the Landscape and Water 
Conservation Manual. 

(b) Minimum Covar of lntemal Landecape Area 

(C) 

The internal landscape area shall consist of a minimum of 50% 
ground cover by living plant materials. The Landscape and 
Water Conservation Manual provides guidance for planting near 
foundations. 

Plant Spacing 

The planting spacing should accommodate the growth 
characteristics of the treas without adversely impacting 
structures, walks, or drives. 

(d) Minimum Planting Size of Trws 

The minimum planting size of trees shall comply with this Section 
and should comply with any additional specifications established 
in the Landscape and Water Conservation Manual. 
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Existing vegetation which meats the plant type requirements of 
the Landscape and Water Conaervatlon Manual may be counted 
towmd the internal landscape requirement 

(f) Llmlllllons on Lancllclpe Plmcement 

(I) No Conflicts with Traffic or Sight Distance 

Landscaping 1hal not conflict with traffic. Sight dlatance 
shall be maintained In accordance with the raquirementa 
of Chapter 2 of the ECM. 

(IQ No Interference with Utllltiea and Fire Equipment 

l.ald&caping shall not lnterlera with the ganeral function, 
---------•safe!y=._o .. r .. acceptab!=_.=l!tx11.mof any gaa, etectrlc, water,-·  

telephone, or other utility 8118111ent or conlUct with 
criteria 8llabHshed or adapted by a fire department. 
Landscaping shall not exceed 8 Inches In height within 3 
feet of a lira hydrant or olher applicable flra department 
criteria. 

(g) Lhllallons on........,. Malwlalll 

(I) No Artiflclal Landlcape Materiall 

The use of arliliclal vtnea, turf, or ogroundcoverll • 
landacapa material may be &Rowed on a cue-by-case 
balls wh- live lanclscllplng materlela may be at rlak or 
Inappropriate due to land uae, water availability, or 
locatlon •• 

(i) Elm Trees Prohibited 

Trws of the UlmlS genus (elm) ara prohibited In 
meeting the lendacape requlraments of this Code unless 
demonstrated to be Dutch Elm Dlleue raalatant. 

(II) Use of Box Elder, Salix, Md Populul Umiled 

Box Elder (Acer negundo) and all tra8I of the Salix and 
Populua gen1S, excapt Allpen (Populus Tramuloldes), 
shall not be planted within 25 feet of a right-of-way. 

(h) Cllc:ulllllng Ille Required Number of Pl8nls 

(i) Fractional Numbers Rounded to Closeat Whole Number 

Whera a raqulrament results In a fractional number, the 
applicable requirement shall be the cloeeat whole 
iunber (5.0 to 5.49 - 5; 5.5 to 5.9 - 6). . 
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(ii) Greatest Landscape Standard Applies 

Where more than one landscape requlrementa applies to 
the same use and landscape area, the greater 
requirements shall be met. 

(DI) Landscaping Only Fulllls One Requirement 

Landscaping necessary to fulfill one requirement &hall 
not be counted In fulfmng a different landscape 
requirement. 

(Iv) Clumping Forms of Tl88S Encouraged 

Clumps of tree, such as Hawthom (Craetagus sp.) , are 
encouraged lnateed of single-trunk lreea. However, a 
clump of 3 or fewer trees shall be credited as only one of 
the reguired trees. 

(I) ApplOYll ol c.rtlllcata ol Occup11ncy 

(J) 

All required landscaping 8hal be completed, and than Inspected 
and approved by the DSD prior to the 11111ance of a certificate of 
Occupancy by the Buiklng Department Olf establlshment of the 
use, except when surety acceplllble to the DSD Director 
guaranteeing the complBllon of the landlc:aplng Is pn>Vided. 
Plant subatllutions require approval before laauance of a 
Cerllllcate of Occupancy. Any request fOlf a Certiflcale of 
Occupancy priOlf to the compleUon of the required landscaping 
1hal Include a written request explalnlng the circumstances why 
the landscaping cannot be Installed, a COii aBllmate prepared by 
a qualfled party, a landscape completion agreement signed by 
the owner, and surety acceptable to the DSD Director. Inspection 
and certification by a landscape architect of compllanca with this 
Sectton may ba accepted at Iha dlacretlon of the DSD Dlractor. 

Comptlance wllh Pllnll 

The completed land-i>lng shall comply with the approved 
landscape plan and shal Include the quantities, locatlons, 
species and sizes of plants and other landscape material• as 
represented on Iha approved landscape plan. Seeded landscape 
areas shaft have no bare areas larger than 6 square lnchel after 
germination. 

(k) Mallll8rlallClt 

(i) Owner Reaponsible 

The owner Is responsible for all regular and nO!fmal 
maintenance of required landscaping Including waeclng, 
Irrigation, farlllzing, pruning and mowing. 
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fn") Raplacament of Dead or Damaged Materials 

Replacement of dead, diseased or substanllaiiy 
-------.....11d111·m-·g111ecla.,:p111 1•111gt11,m_!!!erfe_'s shall occur within 8 months 

from when the plant material died, or when the 
Inspection detenninad the plant malarial was dead or 
damaged. Replacement shall be of the same or simlar 
type as orlglnally approved. An alternative type of 
species shall require approval by the DSD Director. 

(HI) Maintenance lnspecttons 

Maintenance inspections may be perfonned perlodlcaily. 
Failure to maintain the landscapklg in complance with 
the approval is considered a zoning violation. 
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!Al A1111Hcab!llty. This Section Is appllcab!e to any fence wall or h!!dge establlshed after the date of adgpt!on of thjs 

Sectjgn unless superseded by a specific deye!gpment standard jn a puo mnin1 d!§trjct ar within a Rural Land use plan 

181 Exernnt!ons. Thjs Section js not applicable to awlcyltuca! fences. exceot as otherwjse proylded by this Sectjgn. gr· 

to the installation of naise barders regujred by this Code. the ECM gr constructed and Installed In accordance with 

federal reguirements 

<Cl General §tandards A1111Hcable to fences Walls ar Hedps. The fullgwjng standards are aoplicable to fences 

walls or hedges. jnclydln1 agricultural fences. 

Cl l 1QQ.YHr Flpod11!aln. Fences and walls within a 1 OD-year flgodp!ajn shall cgmp!y with the reguirements of 

the Floodplain Re1Ylat!ons 

C2l No Obstructlpn pf View pf Vehicle 011eratpn. Ng fence wall. gr hedp milY obstruct the yJew of vehicle 

gpecators enterlnl gr leavjng any parkln1 area. secvjce drbre. drbteway. road. alley. Qr Qtber thoroughfare. 

Fences walls and hedges are subject to the sl1ht distance standards in Chapter 2 of the ECM 

lal Corrupted Metal Npt Ao11rpyed as Fenc!n1 Material. Cgrrupted metal Is not considered an 

acceptable fencln1 materjal In perimeter fencing jf visible from gytside the fenced lot gr parcel 

(31 Measurl"I the Helpt pf a Fence. The height of fenQ!S walls and hedges shall be measured from the 

final grade ofthe lat parcel. gr tract atthe IQcatjon ofthe fence wall gr h!!dp tp the top ofthe fence wall or 

hedge The tpp of a fence wall or hedu js the highest compgnent gf the fence wall or h!!dp. not inc!ydjng 

colymns or pasts The depth of drajnau channels under a fence wall gr hedu shall not be jnc!uded In the 

height measurement. The height of a fence wall or hedu byUt an berms gr retaining walls shall Include the 

height of the berm gr wall 

<4) Fenc!n1 Maintained Fences walls gr hedus shall be maintained in ggod structural or llv!n1 cond!tjon 

The gwner Is respgnsjble fur the repair gr removal of a fence. wall or hedp which constitutes a safety hazard 

by reasgn of inadeguate maintenance. dilapidation obsolescence or abandgnment. gr which const!tytes a 

mn1n1 vialatian 

<Pl Helpt: and Lpcat!pn Standards. The followtn1 regulrements are applicable to all fences and walls except 

a1ricu1tural fences· 

C1l Bu!ldln1 permit Requlrec! fpr Fences and Walls OVer 7 feet In Helpt. A fence gr wall over 7 feet in 

he11ht reQulres a bylldln1 permit from the By!ldln1 Pepartment 

C2l Fences and Walls 7 Feet In Hellbt Constderecl AcCt!UCH¥ Structure A fence gr wall over 7 feet in hel1ht 

is considered an accessgrv structure and shall meet the accessgry structure setback regylremeots of this 
Eede If RB aeee55ee· !itFt;1$;JFe sethae!cs 8Fe e!iQlhllshed "'this Cefle, the efine;l11! 5tRJfiklFe :;ethae!15 IFe 
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131 Fences and Walls Nat tp Disrupt Dralnap. The fence and wall shall not be established where It would 

jmpede the drajnage established by an approyed dralnap: plan. 

C4l Fences and Walls Nat tp Qlnpt Use of Easement  .. The fence or wall shall not be estabUshed within an 

easement jn a manner wbere the use of the easement Is unnecessarily Impeded 

<El Specmc Fence Standanl• for Resldentlal zoning Plstrlcts. The followJn1 requirements are appUcable to fences 

wjthjn residential zonln1 districts 

Cl l Opaque fence Height Limited In Front Jani Setback Area. Fences or walls more than 2596 opaque shall 

not exceed 30 Inches In helibt wben located within any front setback area 

C2l Corner Lots· Any side of a property from wbich drjyewayaccess {rpm the road js gained shall be considered 

a front setback area 

(31 Qpaque Fence Height Limited In Slgbt Triangle. An opaque fence. wall or hedft shall not exce!!d 30 

Inches In helibt wben located wjth!n a sf$ distance triangle or as ptherw!se llmlted by Chaoter 2 of the ECM 

(f} Specmc Fence Standanls for ND11-Res!dentlal ZOnjq Plstrk:ts. The fol!owin1 requirements are appUcable to 

fences within non-resjdent!a! zonjng djstrjc.ts: 

Cl l 7 Feet HIRh Fences Allowed. Fences opt exceedin17 feet In hel1ht may be placed anywhere on the lot or 

parcel except no fence wall or hedG shall exceed 30 jnches jn heieht wben located within a sleht distance 

triangle or as otherwise limited by Chapter 2 of the ECM 

Ill Securttv Fend111. Security fencing m;iy Include 3 strands of wire on top of the fence The wjres are not 

Included jn the hel1ht measurement. 

l3l Sub!ect to Parking Landscaping. and Screening Standanls. Walls and fences shall conform to the 

parkin1 !apdscaplne. and screenin1 standards of this Code 

CGl No!se aarrler Fegdq pr Walls. Noise barrier fencjng or walls shall be con§tructed In accordance with the 

provisions for noise barrier fencjng jn Chapter 8 and the ECM The Development Services Director may authorize the 

placement of noise barrier fencjnll, or walls that exceed z feet in hei1ht adlacent to expressways. arterials. or railroads. 

pravjded such fence or wall js facjng and adlacent to the roadway for which the noise barrier Is belne provided 

CHl Qnelppment perimeter Fencing. !ffendn1 Is proposed around the perimeter of a subd!ylslon or development. 

any fencln1 adjacent to a Coupty Road or State or federal hllhwaY shall be compatible wjth the existing land uses 
toooppby and !andscapln1 jn the Immediate ylclnlty Subdjyjs!on perimeter fencing shall be consistent in des;1n and 

materials when establlshed along or adjacent to common boundaries where other perjmeter fencing exists 

m Betalnlng Wall Standanls. 

m Bulldlng Permit Required for Betalnlng Walls Retaining Surchar:p  .. A bu!ldlne permit Is required for a 
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121 Bulldtn1 Permit Required for Retalnln1 Walls OVer 4 Feet Hip. A building permit js required for a 

retaining wall ifCiter than 4 feet In height 

131 Betalnln1 Walls 7 Feet Hiib Considered Accessory Structure. A retaining wall oyer 7 feet jn height Is 

considered an accessory structure and shall meet the accessory structure settiack reauirements If no 

accessory structure set:backs are established by this Code the principal structure setbacks are applicable 

C4) Establlshec! Pdor to Pdnc:lpol ua A retaining wall when necessary for development may be established 
pr!gr to the principal use 

6.2..2.. Landscape Requirements 

<Al General. 

m puqacise. The landscape requirements are Intended to provide unjform standards for the 

deyelgpment and maintenance of the landscaping of pr!yate propenY and public r!gbts-Qf-way to 

achieve a balance l!etween the Individual right to develop and the general benefit and welfare of the 

community The benefits to be achieved and the overall purposes of the landsc.apjng required by this 

Section are· 11 l to create a oosltjye imap and y!sual appeal both algng the road which Is highly yJslbJe 

and Internal properties which provide a working shopping and living enylronment: 121 to decrease 

the scale of 11arklng lgts proylde shade. and reduce beat glare and nglse· (31 to stmarate cjrculatign 

svstems· to sgften and reduce the mass of bui!djngs: to screen and buffer lower Intensity uses from 

hiiher intensity uses and protect resjdeotjal prjvacy: and (4) to create an gyerall pleasant and 

attractjye surrgundjng 

121 Appllqbl!!iy. 

Cal Appl!11 to All L.and Uses. The requirements of thjs Section shall app!y to all uses pup:s may 

haye their requirements modified sublectto the individual puo 

Cbl New Use Eltabllshec! or Use Channd. L.andgaplng areas shall conform to thjs Section for a 

new building or use of previously vacant land. uses Jn an enlarged building and all uses jn a 

bulld!ng when any use is changed that requires a chanp of occupancy to be approyed by the 

BulldJng Department gr by the pep 

!cl Effect: of Increase In Bulldln1Aru. A single gr cumulative bui!djnudd!tion lfloor areal which 

exceeds 50% of the existing building's gross floor area shall require the entire building 

landscaping to comply with this Sect!gn The existing building shall be considered the bui!djng 

as It existed gn the effectlye date of thJs SectJon 

(31 Requirements of Section Supplemented lay Manual. The requirements of this SectJgn are 

supplemented by the L.andsc.aplog and Planting Manual 

(4) Autbor!iy of Dlrec:tpr to Approve Substitute Landscane Dul!Q1S. The ecp Director may approve 

landsc.aplng that does ngt meet the 5peclflc requirements of thj5 Sec!:!an provided the proposed 

Jandgaplng meets the purnose ofthiS Sec!:!on promotes the concepts contained jn the Landscaping 

and planting Manual. and pravldes an equivalent benefit to the community and environment as 

would otherwl5e be achleyed by meeting the 5pecific requirements ofthl5 Section Thi!i authgrity5hall 
ngt allow the pep Director to eliminate the requirement for landscaping gr to dimini5b the total 

landscaped area required by thl5 Sectlgn 
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CBI RpadWQ Landscapln1 Requirements. Roadway landscaping areas are required A roadway landscaping 

area Is located along the lot. parcel or tract frontage between the road rii!Jt-qf-way easement. or tract 
boundaey lines and any byi!ding or yse 

m Minimum Depth of Rgadway Landscapln1 Area. Table 6-1 lists the depth and number of trees 

required to be provided along any road in roadway landscaping area Where the required setback Is 

narrower than the depth of the required landscape area. the roadway landscaping area depth shall 

control Unless otherwise approyed by the ECM Administrator the depth of roadway landscaping 

shall be measured from the proper\y line Where a roadway easement has been provided the 

measurement shall be from the ROW or roadway easement. Where tuture BOW has been identified. 

the measurement shoyld begin at the Mure BOW line In order avaid subsequent impairment of the 
landscaplng 

MinorArterlal 1 perZ5feet 

Non-ArteriaJ1 101.=t. 1 per 30 feet 
1 The required depth of the roadway landscape area shall be increased to 15 feet along a non-arterial road or 

pybJic alley where the road or alley separates a non-residential use from a residential zoning district. The nymber 

of required trees shall be inaeased to t per t 5 feet of !!near frontage A minimum of% of the trees shall be 

evergreen trees 

<Zl Locatlpn and T,]!pe of Tqes In Rpadway Landscapln1 Area· 
<al Cluster!DI Allpwed. The roadway landscaping trees may be clustered along a road frontage 

The clustering of evergreens may not be advisable In areas where the Winter shade will cause 
unsafe conditions on an ad!acent road Clustering shall not be permitted when shade from 

c!ystering woy!d be detrimental to ad!acent road dye to potential winter conditions as 

determined by the ecp Pirector or designee 

<bl T,]!pe of Tree Limited. The types of roadway landscaping trees ut!llze!I shall be commonly 

known to grow In the Colorado Springs area and listed 10 the Landscape/Water Efficiency 

Manual and Water Wise Planting List 

(C) Exceec!ln1 Minimum Depth pf RgadWQ L.andscapln1r The roadway landscaping trees shall 

be logited wjthin 50 feet of the road rlibt-of-way easement or tract boundary line and any 

building or use 
Cd> Allowed In Rlpt-of-way lfApproyed. The roadway landscaping trees may be placed in a ri11ht· 

of-way ifthe right-of-way owner approves the placement and no conflicts exist. orw!ll exist with 

yt!lify easements or any proytder of ytll!ties. establishment of landsgiplng along private roads 

must Include appropriate maintenance aveement between parties Generally trees are not 

allowed to be placed within any Cou!!fy right-of-way Placing of the required roadway -'· 

landscaping trees within the right-of-way shall not negate the requirement for the required 

roadway landscape area All landscaping placed within Coy!!fy Right-of-way shall Install 

appropriate safeguards for roadway and/or sidewall<s to include "Tree root guards" where 

appropriate. Permission must be granted for all landscaping within the Cou!!fy Bii!Jt-of-way 
ghm1 rgh ghe Q•paqmept qt p• rb'ic Wqrlss 

Landscape and Water Conservation Manual 
B -4 

··<·: . . ·  



Draft 
Issue Date: 10/20/06 

REVISION (0) 
AppendixB 

Cel Slnll•Famlly PUP RpadwlY Landaplna. Roadw;iy landscapinii alonii local residential 

roadways lnon-arterlalsl within a residential PUD Is sybiect to the jndjvjdya! pup 

131 W•l!s •ml Fencu In Rpadwllf Landscape Area  .. Walls and fences wbich are 25"' or more opaque 

shall not exceed 3 feet In heliiht wben located within a required roadway landscaplni area Opaque 

walls and fences hl11her than 3 feet lsych as noise barrlersl shall be located outside of the roadw;iy 

landscapln11 area to maintain a landscaped appearance alone the road 

<Cl P.rlclng lot Landscape Requlremtflti.. 

m Required Trees  .. A tree of a type sy!table for parl<in11 lots shall be proylded forevecy 15 parklnnpaces 

In parklnii lots with 15 or more parJs!n11 spaces The required trees may be clustered and shall be 

located In a manner wblch will divide and break up expanses of pavinii and lonii rows of parklni and 

create a canopy effect over the parJs!n11 lot See L..andscaplnii and Planting Manual for Island detalls 

(21 Par!clng lot Islands. The most common method to satls[ythe parklnii lot tree requirement lsthrourm 

the utilization of plant islands. fingers <areas open to the parJslnii on 3 sides>. and corners Copen to the 

parkinii on 2 sjdesl Islands. fingers. and corners are required to be lncor11orated Into all parklnii lots 

of 15 parkln11 spaces or more In area 1 Island shall be proylded for evecy 15 spaces An Island. finger 

or cornermyst be a mlnlmym of two parJslngspaces In size C18' x 18' or9' x 36' In order to qyal!fyas 

a required Island fini!!r or corner earklnii lots containing fewer than 15 spaces shall not be required 

to proy!de Islands but must Include some other form sych as a flni!![ or comer p!antinp to satls[y 

the requirement. 
Islands should be located at the end of center rows and at entry locations to djrect traffic and 

mjnjmjze cutovers Islands shoy!d i!!Dera!J,y be used and located to orpnlze and enhance c!rcylatlgn 

breakup contlnyoys park1n11 areas and capture and direct stormwat@r Islands protect ve&etaUon 

from damai!! See L..andscaplnii and piantlni Manya! 

Small parklni lots may yt!l!ze the perimeter area of the parJsinii lot to satis[y the parking lot tree 

location requirement when there are not mpre than 2 rows of parklnii spaces and a sjngle dr!ye aisle 

Where a parkln11 lot Is not required to be payed no Islands shall be required 

The tree types mlnjmym planter sizes and utlllzatlpn of perimetertree placement shall be consistent 

with the Landscaping and Planting Manya! 

Parking lot js!and landscaplnii may also be counted towards Internal Landscape reqyjrements 

provided any POrtlpn of the Island Is within 20 feet of a bylldjng elevatfpn 

131 Protection of Treu trom Damage. ear1s1nii lot trees shall be protected from vehicle damage by 

cyrbs planters pr other barrlers 

141 Storm Dralnau fpr Irrigation Encouraged. earkjng lots desjgns that allow runoff to enter 

landscaped areas for lrrlptlpn and contrplllng npn-ppint source ppllytlpn are encouraged. 

151 Required Parking lot Scratnlna. parkjng lots shall be screened from View from adjacent roads and 

properties with djfferjng land uses The minimum hel!Wt of the screenln11 shall be 3 feet and may be 

accompl!shed by using berms and plantings A minimum of% of the road frontage pr common lot. 

parcel pr tract bpyndary. not'cpunting lntersect1nii dr!yeways. shall be proy!ded with the required 

screenln& The maximum spaclnii of plants to achieve an acceptable screen and the maximum 

acceptable !![ades for screenlne areas. sych as !![ass berms and plantings beds should be consistent 

with the L..andscaplni and piantlnii Manual 

Qecprative walls pr fences may be apprpved jfthe Pirector finds that 

• The wall or fence ayo!ds a blank and monotonous appearance by arch!tectyral art1cylat1pn and the 

planting ofy!nes shrubs pr trees 

• The total use of berms pr plantlnp Is Dot pbyslcallv feasible· pr 

• The wall pr fence attract!yel,y compl!ments the use of berms pr plantinp 
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Cl l Buffer Between Non-Ra!dent!al and Resldent!al Districts $eparated by a Non-Arterial Boad pr 

Publ!c Alley. 

lal Where Required. A buffer is required alonr the road-side lot. oarcel. or tract Hoe of any non· 

residential use where the use js separated from a res!dentla! zonln& district by a non-arterial 

road or public alley 

lbl Depth and p!ant1n1 Standards. The required buffer shall be a minimum of 15 feet deep The 

minimum number of trees in the buffer shall be 1treeforeverv15 feetofthe road frontage A 

minimum of'6 ofthe trees shall be evergreen trees 

Cc! Opaque Fence pr Wall Required. An opaque fence or wall with a minimum hel&f!t of 6 feet is 

required alonr the inside edp of the required buffer when the area immediately ad!aceot to 
the 15-foot buffer Is used as a seMce corridor for loading. maoeyyerln& or storap If the area 

Is used for parkln&- the required parkine lot screening shall be applicable 

ldl Minimum Grpynd Cpyerln1 Requlrecl. The reqy!red buffer area shall require a l"J!Uod coyer 

at maturity with a minimum of 75'6 !Mn& plant materials Bark wood chjps, rock. stone. or other 

nawral landscape material shall be used as a npn-!Mng l"JIUDd cover Areas of a required buffer 

not covered In aporoyed !Mn& &f'JIUDd coyer material shall be covered jn an approved npn-!Mn& 

rround coyer 

(2> Buffer Between Npn-Relldent!al. Mult!fam!tv Rnldentlal and Slnde-faml!ylPup!ex uw. 

(al Where Required. A buffer Is required In the fol!pwlo& slt!Jat!pos· 

m Alon& the lot parcel or tract line po the npn-resldential use prppe!lY between the 

opo-resjdent!al use and a res!deotjal zoojog district 

. llll Alon& the lot. parcel. pr tract line on the multifamily use prope!lY between the 

multifamily use and a sin&le-family pr duplex zonln& district. 

O!ll On the resldentlal side ofthe prolect when use to use compat!b!l!ty Is a cpncern 

tbl Deotb and plantlDI St@ndards. The required buffer shall be a minimum of 15 feet deep The 

mjojmum number of l:n!!!S In the buffer shall be 1 tree for every 25 feet of commpo lpt. parcel 

pr tract !Joe A minimum of '6 ofthe trees shall be evear;reen trees 

tel Qpaque Fencln1 pr Wall Required. An opaque fence pr wall with a minimum hel&ht of 6 feet 

js required a!pnr the lpt. parcel pr tract line except where the ad!acent sln&le-family pr duplex 

resldent!al zonine district or use abuts a required roa!lway !andscapln& area 

ldl Minimum Ground CQYldq Required. Bark wood chips. rock stone pr other 

natural/synthetic landscape material shall be ysed as a npn-liviog rround cover Areas of a 

required buffer opt covered In approved non-!iyjog ground coyer material shall be covered in a 

livin& plant materjal 

IE> Internal l,andsc:apln&- The follpwtn1 Internal !andscapin& js required· 

Cl l lt!!qulrements fpr Mult!faml!y YRS, The fol!owtn& Internal landscaping Is required for multifamlly 

.Y5f!5;, 

(al Minimum lt!!qulred Internal Landscaped Area· A minimum of 15'6 ofthe lpt or parcel shall 

be landscaped 

tbl Minimum Number ofJren In Landscaped Area· A minimum of 1 tree shall be provided fpr 

every 500 square feet of required Internal landscape area 

(c) Trus Replaced bJt Shrubs A maximum of ¥t of the required trees mo be subst!tyted with 
shrubs At least 10 shrubs with a minimum cpota!oer size of 5 gallons shall be proyided for each 

tree that is replaced 
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l2l Requirements for Ngn-Ruldentlal Uus. The fo!!owjn& internal !andscapln& is required for non-

residential uses 

<al Minimum Requlrecl Internal Landsqped Area. A minimum of 596 of the lot or parcel shall be 

landscaped 

!bl Minimum Number pfJrees In Landgaped Area A minimum of 1 tree shall be provided for 

every 500 square feet of required internal landscape area 

Ccl trus Replaced by Shrubs. A maximum of » of the O!(Juired trees may be substituted with 

shrubs ad!acent to retail store fronts where the view of wall signs may be obstructed At least 

10 shrubs with a minimum container size of 5 pl!gns shall be provided for each tree that is 

replaced 

(31 Standarc!s for Required Internal Landscape Area. 

{al Intent of Internal Landscapln&i The Intent of the internal landscape area js to proyjde relief 

from structures and bard surfaces throum the use of plantinKS 

!bl Lgcat!gn pf Internal Landscape Areas. The O!(Juired internal landscape areas shall be lgcated 

Jn accordance with the fol!gwJng standards· 

m Adjacent to tbgse buildin& elevat!gns which form the ma!gr public views of the 

building from adjacent roads and properties and to the users of the project: gr 

!Ill At all pedestrian entrances. except service-only entries· gr 

liiil Wjtbin a plaza gr courtvard between bulldin&S gr p0rti 0ns of buildings. 

<plaza/courtyard is to baye at least 1 sjde gpenl: gr 

<iyl In an area prgylded to separate bul!din& areas from parkln& areas: gr 

<v> ta a similar 10catl0n which substant!ally conforms to the pumgse of the required 

internal landscape area. 

Ccl Area Cllculatlgn. The entire lgt. parcel gr tract area shall be Used as the basis for calculating 

required the Internal landscape area to Instances where an entire lot parcel gr tract is not 

used for the propgsed develgpment the area used to calculate the required Internal landscape 

area may be reduced by the pep Director based on the area of the lgt. parcel gr tract actually 

being: develgped gr used The minimum landscaping requirements may apply to just that 

project area determined by the ecp Qlrectgr to be deve!gped gr used However. even if 

reductions in the lot area are approved. the pep oirector may require that addltlonal 

!andscaptng lincluding buffering gr screentn&l Is prgy!ded at the first stage of a larger prolect to 
mitiiilte environmental Impacts gr meet the intent of the landscapln& pmYistgns of the Loe 

Cdl Payed Aqas within an Internal Land1C1ped Area· Sidewalks which proytde basic pedestrian 

clrculat!gn shall opt count toward meeting the internal landscape area requirement payed 

plazas may be credited to a maximum of 5096 of O!(!Ulred Internal Jandscaptn& area If sych 

plazas have trees and other pedestrlan-gn!y amenities <benches. swloture. decgrative pavini:. 

etc l are not vehicular. and provide vtsua! rel!ef to those building elevat!gns which tonn the ·• ' 

majgr publ!c views of the project. 

(fl Minimum Plant S!zn and Pemmttp pf Lfye Grgund Coyer. 

m Landscape Material Specmcatlgns. Plant Installation sizes and characteristics shall meet the 

fgllow;og minimum requirements 

{al Deciduous Shade Trees, Deciduous shade trees shall be Uli Jach caliper measured 6 inches 

above &rournt balled and buriapped 
!bl Qec!duaus Ornamental Trees. oectdugus ornamental trees shall be 1 inch callper measured 

6 inches above &round. balled and buc!apped 
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(c) IEDflUln Trees. Eiteween trees shall be 6 feet in height abmte &mund balled and budapped 

except Pjnon Pine and upright junipers which shall be a minimum 4 feet in height. 

Cdl Eyttrseen and Pedc!ugus Shrubs. everereen and deciduous shrubs where required. shall be 
5-gallon size 

!el Ground Coyer and Vines. Ground coyer and y!nes shall be 1 size 

<21 Required Ground Coyer, Unless utilizing the prlnclples ofxeriscaplng. required !andgape areas shall 

include a minimum of 3°'6 ground coyer by !Mag or svnthet!c grass or other IMng plant materials at 

maturltY The remalnjng 7096 of the required landscape area may be coyered with bark. wood chjps. 

rock. stone. or other landscape materials No Qtber areas wjth!n required landscape areas shall 

remain bare The foliage crown of trees shall not be counted In meeting the ground coyer 

requirement. 

!Gl Other Required Landsqpe Areas. 
Cl l Other Ar"' to be yndgped or Screenec!. 

<al zoning Qlstr!ct Boundai:y Trees. A minimum of 1 tree shall be proy!d@d for every 30 feet of 

lot. parcel. or tract line coincjdent with a zoning district boundary line except if otherwfse 

required to meet the buffering requirements l>etween a non-res!dential use or multifamily use 

and residential zoning dlstdct. 

Cbl Refi!H Areas Screened. Refuse collection areas including trash bins. shall be screened from 

y!ew from ad!acent properties and roads by an opaque wall or fence. archltectyra! elements 

dense eyergreen plantings with a minimum planting height of 6 feet. or berms wjth dense 

plantings creating an opaque appeaamce wjth a minimum height of 6 feet 

Ccl Lpadlng Qoc!cs and Other \feblc!e Arel• Screened. Loading docks. yeh!c!e repair bays and 

vehicle fueling areas shall be screened from yjew from ad!acent roads by the use of plantings 
berms. walls fences or other arch!tectt.iral elements 

Cdl water Storap Tank and Ut!!ltv fac!l!tles Landscape Requirements. 

m Slte-Specjfic L.andscapln& Required pep Director approval of site-specific 

landscaping Is required for a water storage tank and utility facilities Installation of 
approyed sjte-speclflc landscapin& js required prior to putting a water storage tank 

or utility fac!ljty Into operation The site-specific landscaping Is sublect to the 

fol!owlng standards· 

• Rural and Remote Areas· In rural and remote areas !andscapln&- screenln& and erosion 

control measures shall be tailored to the nature and character of the area and the 

type of faclllty or structure contemplated Site-specific landscapln& shall at a 

minimum. Include revegetatlon of disturbed areas wjth materials Indigenous to the 

site or otberwise adaptable 

• Urbanized and Developed Areas· In urbanized and developed areas. the site-specific 

landscaping shall address specific Issues such as screening and yjsual Impacts 

<el Ogtslde Storage Arel Landscaping Requirements. 

m Site-Specific L.andscapln& Required pep Director approyal of site-specific 

landscaping js required for establlshjng an outside ~rage area Installation of 
approyed s1te-soeclflc landscaping Is required prior to ut!l!z!ng an outside storage 

.aw.. 
cm Site-Specific Landsqplng Standards The site-specific landscaping shall reflect a 

combination of berms shrubs trees. fences or walls which will proyide. at maturity. 

a minimum 6 foot high. 10096 opaque screening for the outside storage area 

C2l Mlsce!!aneous Requirements. 
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Cal Flulbll!Qr In Design Allowecl. The owner may select the Q!.pes of and the planting spaces 
betwl!en the reauired trees The Q!.pes of trees selected shall be commonly known to grow In 
the Colorado Springs area and should be a type ll:;ted in the Landscaping and Planting Manual 

<bl Minimum Coyer pf Internal L@nd1cape Area. The internal landscape area shall consist of ii 

minimum of 50116 ground COl!l!r by !Mag or synthetic <grass only> plant materials xerlscape may 
be included for ii redyction to 30116 The Landscaping and Planting Manual proy(des euidance 
for planting near foundations 

Cci Plant 5J1ac!n1- The planting spacing shoy(d accommodate the growth cbaracterlst!cs of the 
trees wjthout adverselY impacting structures. walks. or drives 

Cdl Minimum planting Size of Trees. The minimum planting size of trees shall comply wjth this 
Section and should complY with any add(t!onal speclflcatlons established in the Landscaping 
and Planting Manual 

Cel Existing Vegetation. Existing vegetation which meets the plant type requirements of the 
Landscaping and Planting Manual may be counted toward the internal landscape requirement 

Cf) Umltatlpm on Landsqpe Placement. 
en No Conflicts with Traffic or Sight Qlst:ance Landscaping shall not conflict with traffic. 

Sight distance shall be malnta(ned in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 
2oftheECM 

Oil No Interference with Utilities and Are Equipment. Landscaping shall not interfere 
with the general function safety. or acceotablllty of any gas e(ectrlc water sewer. 
telephone or other uttllty easement or conflict with criteria established or adopted 
by a fire department. Landscaping shall not exceed 8 (aches In height within 3 feet 
of a fire hydrant or other applicable fire department criteria 

(&l Umltatlons on Landscape Materials. 
en The use of artificial vines. rurf. or groundcovers as landscape material may be 

allowed on a case-by-case bas(s where (lye landscaping matedals may be at r(sk or 
inapproprjate dye to land use water availability. or location 

Cli\ prohibited/Noxious planting !!st is included in the Landscaping and Planting Manual 
!bl Calcul1tlng the Required Number pf planb. 

cn Fractional Numbers Bounded to Closest Whole Number Where a requirement 
results In a fractional number. the applicable requirement shall be the closest whole 
number CS Oto 549 = s· 5 Sto 5 9 =6l 

Oil Greatest Landscape Standard Appl!es Where more than 1 landscape requirement 
applies to the same use and landscape area the greater requirements shall be met 

am Landscaping OnlY Eulfll!s 1 Requirement. Landscaping necessary to fulfill 1 

requirement shall not be counted in fulfilling ii different landscape requirement 
yn(ess otherw(se stipulated in this Code 

ay> Clumping Forms of Trees Encouraged Clumps of trees. sych as Hawthorn 
CCraetagus sp l are encouraged instead of slnKle-trunk trees Smaller caliper trees 
to meet the minimum caliper are accepted. however. a dump of 3 or fewer trees 
shall be credited as onlY 1 of the required trees 

Ci> Appmval of Certificate of O"upnc,y pr Use. All reqylred landscaping shall be completed 
and then inspect!!d and approved by the pco pdortp the Issuance ofa Certificate of Occupancy 
by the Building oepartment or establishment of the use. exceot when financial assurance 
acceptable to the ecp Pirector guaranteeing the completion of the landscaping Is proy(ded 
Plant substitutions require approval before issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy Any request 
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for a Certificate of Occupancy pdor to the completion ofthe required landscapln1 shall include 

a written request explainin1 the circumstances why the !andscapin1 cannot be installl!d. a cost 

est)mate prepared by a quallf!ed partY a landscape completion ureement slmed bythe owner 

and financial assurance acceptable to the pep Director. Inspection and certification by a 

landscape architect of compliance with this Sectjon may be accepted at the discretion of the 

pep Director. 
Ql Compl!tnce with Plans. The completed !andscapin& shall comply wfth the approyed !andscaoe 

plan and shall Include the quantities locations species and sizes of plants and other landscape 

materjals as represented on the approved landscape plan Seeded landscape areas shall have 

no bare areas !ar:pr than 6 square inches after &ermination 

<kl Maintenance. 

m Owner Responsible The owner Is responsible for all regular and normal 

maintenance of required !andscapln& !ncludln& weedln1 !rrjption fertillzing. 

prunln& mowing. and replacement In the care of actlfic!al turf 

llil Replacement of pead or pama&ed Materials Replacement of dead diseased or 

substantially dama&ed plant materja!s shall occur within 6 months tmm when the 

plant materja! died or when the Inspection determined the plant material was dead 

or damaged Rep!acernent shall be of the same or similar tyoe as orliJnally 

approyed An a!tecnatjve type of species shall require appraval by the PCP Director 

lllil Majntenance Inspections Maintenance Inspections may be pertormed per!odlcally 

Failure to maintain the !andscapin& jn compliance wjth the approya! is consjderl!d a 

zonin& yjo!at!on 
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Found within this Appendix are plant materials that are xeric and especially recommended for El Paso 

County's challenging climate. More water-intensive plants are not listed and are not encouraged. The 

utilization and thoughtful selection of drought-resistant/drought-tolerant plant materials · em hasized, 

along with appropriately designed irrigation systems, redirection of natural moisture, and reduced reliance 

on high-water-use turf in favor of other ground cover, for all areas of the County. 

*This is not a com lete list of a staff will consider 
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LANDSCAPING AND PLANTING MANUAL 

Other Recommenftd Plants for El Paso County 
Habitat Plants 

Chokecherry, Plums, Cherries (Pru nus sp.) 
Chokeberry (Aronla sp.) 
Current/Gooseberry (Ribes sp.) 
Servlceberry (Amelanchler sp.) 
Three leaf Suma Rhus trilobata) 
Alder 
Cottonwood (Populus grandldentatum) 
Current (Ribes odoraturm "Crandall") 

Turf Grasses 

(Depends entirely on natural precipitation) 
Crested Wheatgrass Agropyron cristatum 
Buffalograss Buchloe dactyloides 
Blue Gramma Bouteloua gracllls 

Planting References 
Colorado Nurserymen's Association, Colorado Nursery Plant Gulde, 1982. 
Kelly, George, Rocky Mountain Horticulture, 1967. 
Sunset Books, New Western Garden Book, 1979. 
Xerlscape Plan Gulde, Denver Water, American Water Works Association, 1996. 

.xrated rdenin .com 
Sunset Western Garden Book, Kathleen Brenzel, Editor, 2001. 
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Noxious Weeds 
*Pleue 111 •Noxious Wtl!ds and Control Metbgc!s• by EPC Commun!tv $entices Deoartment. 
Eny!ronmental Qivls!on 
https:/lepc-assets.e!p110CQ.comfJV1KOnttnt/uploadlf1!tu110/Eny!ronm1ntal·QMs!on­
Plcture/NDX1ous-Wnc!llNpx!pus-W1ed.Contro!-Bppk..pdf 

Colprado Qepartment ofAptculture lCDAl Class!ftcatlQn of NDXl0us Weeds 

Ust A: Rare noxjous weet/s that must be erqdkqted statewide 

Qtpress spyrze 

Dye(swgad 

Knotweeds· Gjant lapanese & Bohemian 

Myrtle spurge 

Orange hawkweed 

Purple !oosestrlfe 

List B: Discretely djstr!bllted oqxjous weetJS that must be erqdlcatec/. CPOta!oed or SUJIPCessed 
rleaend!ng on thefr locqtton to stop their conUoued sprearl 
Abs!nth WQWJWQOd 

Boyncln&bet 

By!! thistle 

eanada thistle 

Chjnese clematis 

Common teasel 

Dalmatian toadf!ax 

Diffuse knapweed 

Hoaiy cress Cwhjtetopl 

HoyndstonBYe 

L.eaJY spurge 

Musk thistle 

perennial pepperweed 

Russian knapweed 

Russian olive 

Scentless chamomile 

Scotch thistle 
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I Sp-""-·' 
Yellow toadflax 

List c· Widespread and well-established noxious weeds ;a Colorado: control js recommended bv the 

state and mqy be required kv local government 

Common mullein 

Downy brome I Cheatgrass 

Fjeld bindweed 

pojson hemlock 
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