CITY OF PARK RIDGE
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-29

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SOLAR ENERGY PROVISIONS IN CHAPTERS 7 AND 16 OF
THE PARK RIDGE BUILDING CODE CONTAINED IN ARTICLE 15 OF THE PARK RIDGE
MUNICIPAL CODE

WHEREAS, the City of Park Ridge is an lllinois home rule municipal corporation
organized and operating under Article VIl of the lllinois Constitution of 1970; and

WHEREAS, the City has adopted Article 15 in its Municipal Code (“Building Code”); and

WHEREAS, Chapter 7 of the Building Code regulates the Appearance Commission and
its duties and Chapter 16 of the Building Code regulates the installation and placement of solar
energy collectors and related equipment; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Appearance Commission has reviewed the requirements of
Chapters 7 and 16 pertaining to solar energy panels and equipment; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have determined that certain amendments to
Chapters 7 and 16 of the Building Code are desirable and in the best interests of the City and its
residents in order to promote solar energy and remove unnecessary barriers to the installation of
solar collection panels and related equipment, as set forth in this Ordinance; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Park Ridge,
Cook County, lllinois, pursuant to its home rule authority provided under Article VIl of the lllinois
Constitution of 1970 as follows:

SECTION 1: Section 15-7-7, entitled “Regulatory Powers of the Commission,” of the Park
Ridge Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows (additions shown as bold, double
underlined and deletions as strikethrough):

“15-7-7 REGULATORY POWERS OF THE COMMISSION
No building permit required under the ordinances of the City for the following
shall be issued by the Building and Zoning Administrator except upon the granting
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of a Certificate of Approval when such proposals are found to be consistent with
the Design Guidelines.

A. The Commission shall review all new construction, including residential,
commercial and institutional structures, but not including detached
accessory structures on single-family residential parcels.

B. The Commission shall review all building alterations involving exterior
design features of multiple-family residential, commercial, and institutional
structures. The Commission shall also review alterations affecting street
elevations of single-family residences except alterations limited to solar PV
and solar thermal systems, windows, doors, exterior cladding or roof
covering.

C. The Commission shall review alterations (including painting) within the B-4
Commercial Conservation District.

D. The Commission shall hear and make a determination on appeals of staff
determinations regarding Design Guidelines for all ground and wall signs.”

SECTION 2: Chapter 16, entitled “Solar Collector Requirements,” of the Park Ridge

Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows (additions shown as bold, double underlined

and deletions as strikethrough):
“5-16-1 — DEFINITION

Solar Collector

1. An assembly, structure, or design, including passive elements, used for
gathering, concentrating, or absorbing direct or indirect solar energy, specially
designed for holding a substantial amount of useful thermal energy and to
transfer that energy to a gas, solid, or liquid or to use that energy directly; or,

2. A mechanism that absorbs solar energy and converts it into electricity; or,

3. A mechanism or process used for gathering solar energy through wind or
thermal gradients; or,

4. A component used to transfer thermal energy to a gas, solid, or liquid, or to
convert it into electricity.

15-16-2 - ARCHITECTURAL, STRUCTURAL AND ENGINEERING SEALS

No plans shall be approved for permit unless such plans are signed and sealed
either by an architect licensed to practice architecture, as approved by the "lllinois
Architectural Act", a structural engineer licensed to practice engineering, as
provided by the "lllinois Structural Engineering Act" or by a professional engineer
licensed to practice engineering, as provided by the lllinois Department of
Registration and Education.

5-16-3 - PLANS AND DRAWINGS
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Plans shall be drawn at a scale of not less than one-eighth inch to a foot and
shall contain the following information unless specifically waived by the Building
Official:

A. Complete structural details indicating size and location of all structural members
supporting the solar collectors and storage areas.

B.G- All details relating to construction of proposal solar system, including size,
type of materials, location of all duct work, heat exchangers, solar collectors,
storage areas, piping, fans, valves, insulation details for floors, walls and ceilings
or any other related details may be required by the Building Official.

15-16-4 - INSTALLATION AND MATERIALS

Fhe-installationand Mmaterials shall be approved and installed according to
rules and regulations set forth in the International Building Ceode, International
Mechanical Code and provisions of this Chapter.

15-16-5 - BACK-UP SYSTEMS

All structures designed to provide solar heat shall install a conventional back-
up system which is capable of supplying 100% of the energy required for heating
and hot water needs.
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SECTION 3: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage,
approval and publication according to law.
SECTION 4: The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance

in pamphlet form according to law.

VOTE:
AYES: Ald. Moran, Wilkening, Shubert, Melidosian, Mazzuca, and Joyce
NAYS: None

ABSENT: Ald. Milissis
ABSTAIN: None
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Approved by me this 6" day May, 2019

Marty C. Maloney, Mayor

Attest:

Betty W. Henneman, City Clerk

Published in pamphlet form this day of , 2019 by
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