
Ordinance No.9

Series of 20 19

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GLENWOOD SPRINGS, 
COLORADO, AMENDING THE GLENWOOD SPRINGS MUNICIPAL 
CODE REGARDING THE REGULATION AND PERMITTING OF 
ACCESSORY TOURIST AND SHORT-TERM RENTALS IN THE CITY.

WHEREAS, the City of Glenwood Springs (the "City") is a Colorado home rule
municipality organized pursuant to Article XX of the Colorado Constitution and with the authority 
of the Glenwood Springs Home Rule Charter; and

WHEREAS, the number of vacation rentals in the City has increased by over 1000% since
2013;and

WHEREAS, the Regional Housing Study concluded that the City currently has a shortage
of 2000 housing units; and

WHEREAS, vacation rentals may have adverse impacts on the character of residential
neighborhoods and the availability of long-term housing options; and

WHEREAS, in keeping with the goal of the City's Comprehensive Plan to preserve small
town character while maintaining livability, the City desires to minimize the adverse effects of 
vacation rentals on residential neighborhoods and the supply of housing in the City; and

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 23, Series of 2018, the City Council of the City of
Glenwood Springs imposed a temporary moratoriwn on the acceptance and processing of new 
vacation rental permits and associated business license applications and directed City staff to 
develop a robust public engagement process to gather infmmation on the topic; and

WHEREAS, the moratorium applied to all vacation rentals as defined in Section
070.030.030(e)(7) of the Glenwood Springs Municipal Code (Accessory Tourist Rentals) and 
Section 070.030.030(e)(9) of the Municipal Code (Short Term Rentals); and

WHEREAS, during the moratorium City staff engaged in a robust public engagement
process which included an online survey regarding community perception of vacation rentals and 
feelings toward specific regulations; a public work session to discuss the online survey results and 
expand futther into cettain topic areas; and research into how other municipalities in Colorado 
regulate vacation rentals; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission received and considered the
information gathered through the public engagement process, as well as comments from the public, 
during a Special Meeting held on February 25, 20 19; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended amending the
Municipal Code to reduce the percentage of units that can be vacation rentals in a single owner 
multifamily building from 25 to 10%, with at least one unit in the building still being eligible for 
a vacation rental permit; limit the total nwnber of Short Tenn Rentals outside the City's GID in 
the City to 1 0% of the City's free market residential units or one unit for every block face or every 
500 lineal feet in areas where the block face standard does not apply, whichever is less; specify










