
ST. TAMMANY PARISH COUNCIL

ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE CALENDAR NO: 6310 ORDINANCE COUNCIL SERIES NO: 20-4227

COUNCIL SPONSOR: TOLEDANO PROVIDED BY: CIVIL DIVISION ADA

INTRODUCED BY: MR. STEFANCIK SECONDED BY: MS. O'BRIEN

ON THE 16 DAY OF JANUARY , 2020

ORDINANCE TO AMEND ST. TAMMANY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, PART II, LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE,
CHAPTER 115 DRAINAGE AND FLOOD CONTROL,
SPECIFICALLY 115-3 - USE OF FILL MATERIALS AND 115-111 -
DRAINAGE AND PAVING PLAN, REGARDING THE REVIEW BY 
AND ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS IN ST. TAMMANY PARISH 
GRAVITY DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO.5.

WHEREAS, the St. Tammany Parish Council will consider dissolving the St. Tammany Parish 
Gravity Drainage District No. 5; and,

WHEREAS, should said district be dissolved references to the district in the St. Tammany Parish 
Code of Ordinances must be removed; and,

WHEREAS, hydrological studies and plans will continue to be reviewed by St. Tammany Parish 
Government and the same standards will be used regarding fill in the territory that is now the St. 
Tammany Parish Gravity Drainage District No. 5 whether or not said district is dissolved.

THE PARISH OF ST. TAMMANY HEREBY ORDAINS: that the Code of Ordinances, Part II, Land 
Development Code, Chapter 115 -Drainage and Flood Control be amended as follows:

115-3. - Use of fill materials prohibited:

(a) Adverse drainage impact. It shall be prohibited to place fill or construct improvements on any 
parcel of property so as to cause adverse drainage impacts on any adjacent parcel.

(b) Placement of fill material.

(I) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning:

Approved development plan may be a properly issued building permit or site work permit, 
subdivision work order, or existing and proposed grade elevation form approved by the department 
of planning and development. Plafts prepesed withifl the lletmd!lfies ef St. Tammaey Parish Gravity 
DraiHage Distriet No. 5 (GDD5) shall ref!uire review aRd eomment from GDD5's eRgiReer.

Area of special concern means an area that is experiencing development without an approved 
hydrological plan for the area and, although it may not be located within a critical drainage area, has 
been determined by the parish department of engineering, after careful consideration of the available 
data, to be an area that is particularly susceptible to adverse drainage and flooding impacts that are likely 
to result from continued development and fill, necessitating the application of specific fill and building 
regulations to address those impacts.

Critical drainage area means an area determined by the parish department of engineering, after careful 
consideration of the available data, to be of critical importance for its role in the conveyance, moderation 
or storage of stormwater. Areas within this designation include, but are not limited to, the following:

I. Areas anticipated to be inundated by a 1 00-year storm event, including areas adjacent to streams, 
upland areas, and areas of isolated or permanent flooding.

2. Areas of concentrated storm water flow, including but not limited to concentrated sheet flow,
channelized flow, and natural hydrologic features or channels of all types and sizes.
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3. Any area designated by FEMA as Flood Hazard Area A, V, or the equivalent, indicating inundation 
during a I 00-year event. 

4. Areas included within wetlands as defined by the 1987 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland 
Delineation Manual. 

5. Those areas that are designated as a critical drainage area on the most current critical drainage 
area map that is on file in the office of the parish department of engineering.

Critical drainage area map means the official critical drainage area map generated and maintained 
by the department of engineering. The map will be periodically revised, based on information and data 
available at the time, in an effort to provide reasonably updated information to the public regarding the 
areas of the parish considered to be critical prainage areas.

Lots and parcels 90 feet or less in width. The determination of whether a lot or parcel is 90 feet in 
width or less is to be made by averaging the measurement of the width of the property at the point of 
the rear roof line of an existing or proposed principal structure and the measurement of the width of the 
property at the front boundary line. The rear roof line is the point where the roof is closest to the rear 
boundary.

Multiple-family structure means a structure containing three or more dwelling units located on a 
single lot (as opposed to party wall and townhouses located on separate lots of record.)

Natural ground means the natural or pre-development elevation of the property, prior to any surface 
alteration work being performed.

Net fill means the placement of any fill material that results in any increase in the surface elevation 
of property or adjacent property from its natural or pre-development state.

Site work permit means a permit issued for paving, grading, excavation, or placement of fill on a site 
within unincorporated St. Tammany Parish. This permit is needed if the proposed site improvements are 
not already being reviewed as part of a properly issued building permit or subdivision work order.

(2) Net fill prohibited. 
a. Net fill shall be strictly prohibited in any critical drainage area and on any lot or parcel 90 feet 

or less in width, except with an approved development plan or with the express written consent of the 
department of planning and development. Any request to place fill in a critical drainage area or a lot or 
parcel 90 feet or less in width shall be in accordance with the procedures and guidelines outlined herein. 

b. A lot or parcel of property shall be deemed to be located in a critical drainage area when any part 
thereof is located within a critical drainage area. Net fill shall not be placed on any part of such property, 
except with an approved development plan or with the express written consent of the department of 
engineering.

(3) Jurisdictional wetlands. All fill/excavation activities within jurisdictional wetlands shall secure all 
necessary permits from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and any other relevant local, state or federal 
agencies before such activities are commenced.

(4) Procedures. 
a. Any request for approval to place fill on a lot or parcel governed by this chapter shall include a 

detailed description of the fill activity. A drainage and paving plan, if required, must be completed in 
accordance with section 115-111. An existing and proposed grade elevation form, if required, must be 
prepared by a state-licensed engineer or land surveyor and include the following information:

I. Volume of fill to be placed;
2. The footprint of the fill work;
3. Volume and source location of any excavation work; 
4. The location of the ultimate disposition of the spoil being removed; 
5. The direction of water flow across the site; 
6. A profile through the construction footprint showing the natural and finished elevations of the site;

and
7. The sediment retention measures proposed for the site. 
b. Upon receiving approval to fill by the department of planning and development, whenever a 

concrete slab or any other structural foundation of a permanent nature is to be constructed, the applicant
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or builder shall certify, after excavation of the site and prior to pouring any concrete or installing any 
permanent foundation, that the foundation is ready to be installed and that all fill work complies with the 
relevant standards. The foundation shall not be poured or installed prior to certification and inspection. 

c. Prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy, the applicant or builder shall submit an official 
survey which confirms compliance with the provisions of this chapter. A final drainage inspection by the 
department of planning and development shall be conducted to verify compliance with these standards, 
and no certificate of occupancy shall be issued unless and until compliance has been verified.

(5) General residential fill standards. The placement of fill material on any lot or parcel located 
within any critical drainage area shall be permitted only after a development plan has been submitted and 
approved by the department of engineering. In the event that the department of engineering determines 
that fill work is permitted on the particular parcel, the fill work must comply with the following specific 
standards:

a. In some cases, subject to the discretion of the department of engineering, excavation of existing 
soil and its replacement with fill is permissible at the site provided it can be demonstrated to have no 
increase in the natural ground elevation and no net impact on the function of the critical drainage area. 

b. Fill shall be limited to the roof-shed area of the proposed primary structure and access to the site 
and shall not exceed that which is necessary to prepare an adequate building footprint. 

c. Site improvements (roads, structures, fill, etc.) shall not impede natural drainage pathways or 
parish road or drainage easements, servitudes, or rights-of-way. 

d. Fill for driveways must not exceed six inches above natural ground elevation except where fill is 
part of the foundation for the main residence, carport, or garage. Fill may also be placed to soften the 
transition between elevations to a slope not less than four horizontal feet to every one vertical foot. 

e. Fill may be authorized by the department of engineering in those cases where, due to the size 
and location of the parcel of property, on-site or off-site mitigation can be provided and the department 
of engineering also determines that there will be no loss of flood plain storage, no loss of stream flow 
capacity and the applicant demonstrates that no adverse impacts will occur to adjacent properties, to other 
properties within the subject watershed, and to the function of the critical drainage area. GDD5 review 
aae eemmeats sl!all lle reE!eiree if selljeet preperty is witl!ia GDD5 lleeaearies. It is eJEpressly prel!illitee 
te etilize effsite mitigatiea witl!ia tl!e lleeaearies ef tl!e aew eisselvee Gravity Draiaage Distriet Ne. 5 
esiag tl!e lleeaeary eeseriptiea feeae ia See. 115 259. 

f. In those cases where fill mitigation is authorized, the standards outlined above in paragraphs (S)a 
through (S)e are otherwise met, and detention storage capacity is created within the same floodplain in 
order to comply with section 125-197(e)(4), said storage capacity shall not be utilized to meet the fill 
mitigation required in this section.

(6) Lots 90 feet or less in width. The placement of fill material on any lot or parcel 90 feet or less 
in width shall be permitted only when a development plan has been submitted and approved by the 
department of engineering regardless of its location or critical drainage area status. If it is located in a 
critical drainage area, the provisions of this section governing fill in a critical drainage area apply. If not 
in a critical drainage area, the fill work proposed must comply with the following standards:

a. Fill shall be limited to the roof-shed area of the lot or parcel's primary structure and shall not 
exceed the volume required to prepare an adequate building footprint. 

b. A concrete slab shall be permitted under the primary structure provided that the finished surface 
or footing does not exceed an average of 24 inches above natural ground grade. Fill for a slab with a 
finished surface less than 24 inches above natural ground shall taper out from the slab at a slope of two 
horizontal feet for one vertical foot. 

c. Construction shall be accomplished using pier or piling construction according to applicable 
building codes for finished elevations above 24 inches above natural ground.

d. Site improvements shall not impede natural drainage pathways or parish road or drainage
easements, servitudes, or rights-of-way. 

e. There shall be no net change in the average elevation of the natural grade of the lot or parcel 
outside of the roof-shed area of the primary structure. 

f. Fill for driveways must not exceed 12 inches above natural ground grade except where fill is 
part of the transition from the foundation for the primary structure, carport, or garage. Fill may also be 
placed adjacent to the driveway to soften the transition between elevations to a slope not steeper than 
four horizontal feet for every one vertical foot. 

g. The placement of fill may not encroach into the required side yard setbacks, except as otherwise 
permitted in this chapter.
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h. Fill for non-contiguous landscaping areas within the front and rear yards resulting in the finished 
ground elevation up to an average of six inches above natural ground for each such area is permitted, 
provided that an equal volume of fill is removed from the lot. 

i. In those cases where fill mitigation is authorized, the standards outlined above in paragraphs (6)a 
through (6)h are otherwise met, and detention storage capacity is created within the same floodplain in 
order to comply with section 125-197(e)(4), said storage capacity shall not be utilized to meet the fill 
mitigation required in this section.

(7) Nonresidential standards. Any paving, grading, excavation, or placement of fill on commercial, 
industrial, institutional or multifamily development sites must obtain an approved development plan in 
the form of a properly issued building permit, site work permit or subdivision work order prior to the 
commencement of work. In cases of commercial, industrial, or institutional development on any lot or 
parcel of property that has any part thereof located within a critical drainage area, the placement of fill 
on such lot or parcel may be permitted, in the discretion of the department of engineering, provided that:

a. Soil material in a volume equal to the fill material proposed to be placed on the property 
is excavated and removed from the property, such that the flood storage capacity of the property is 
maintained for a I 00-year frequency flood event;

b. Off-site mitigation will be provided, and the department of planning and development also
determines that there will be no loss of floodplain storage and no loss of stream flow capacity. It is
expressly prohibited to utilize off-site mitigation within the boundaries of the now dissolved Gravity 
Drainage District No. 5 using the boundary description found in Sec. 115-259; 

c. The applicant can demonstrate that no adverse impacts will occur to adjacent properties, to other 
properties within the subject watershed, and to the function of the critical drainage area; and 

d. The proposed development complies with all other applicable drainage regulations. 
e. In those cases where fill mitigation is authorized, the standards outlined above in paragraphs (7)a 

through (7)d are otherwise met, and detention storage capacity is created within the same floodplain in 
order to comply with section 125-197(e)(4), said storage capacity shall not be utilized to meet the fill 
mitigation required in this section.

GDD5 nwiew aRe eemmeRt is reqeiree if sebjeet preperty is withiR the beeRearies ef GDD5.

(8) Areas of special concern. 
a. A certain portion of Tammany Hills and Alexiusville Subdivisions, Ward 3, District 5, located 

inside the boundaries described immediately below, to wit:
Beginning at the northeast corner of 9th Avenue and U.S. Highway 190, proceed in a northerly 

direction along the eastern edge of U.S. Highway 190 to its intersection with Harrison Avenue, then 
proceed in an easterly direction along Harrison Avenue to its intersection with 11th Street, then proceed 
in a southerly direction along lith Street to its intersection with Madison Avenue, then proceed in a 
westerly direction along Madison Avenue to its intersection with 5th Street, then northerly along the 5th 
Street right-of-way to its intersection with Quincy Avenue, then westerly along Quincy Avenue to its 
intersection with K Street, then south on K Street to its intersection with 9th Avenue, then proceed west 
on 9th Avenue to its intersection with U.S. Highway 190 and the point of beginning. 

b. A certain portion of Cypress Park and Erindale Subdivisions, Ward 7, District 7, located inside the 
boundaries described immediately below, to wit:

Beginning at the intersection of U.S. Highway 190 and Anchorage Drive, the point of beginning, 
proceed along the eastern edge of Anchorage Drive in a northerly direction to its intersection with Berry 
Todd Road, thence proceed along the southern edge of Berry Todd Road in an easterly direction to its 
intersection with Graci Avenue, thence follow an imaginary line due south from said intersection to the 
northern most point of Emerald Drive, thence proceed along the western edge of Emerald Drive south 
to its intersection with U.S. Highway 190, thence proceed along the northern edge of U.S. Highway 190 
west northwest to its intersection with Anchorage Drive, the point of beginning. 

c. All that property situated within are-subdivided portion of Tammany Forest Subdivision, Ward 7, 
District 7, all as more particularly described immediately below, to wit:

Any and all squares and lots of record within the re-subdivided portion of Tammany Forest 
Subdivision, located within Section 43, Township 8 South, Range 13 East and as more fully described 
on the finalized subdivision plat dated August 7, 1985, by NRW and Associates, Inc. 

d. All that property situated within the subdivision known as Dove Park, Ward 4, District 5, Section 
26, Township 7 South, Range II East, located within the boundaries described immediately below and 
more particularly depicted on the attached subdivision plat filed for record with the parish clerk of court 
on June 20, 1957, and identified as Map #16A, to wit:
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Any lot or parcel of ground between Sparrow Street and the proposed Judge Tanner Boulevard 
(formerly the proposed E. Fairway Drive Extension) that abuts or has access to Swallow Street, Egret 
Street or Partridge Street. 

In addition to any of the requirements of section I 15-3, within the Dove Park Subdivision there shall 
be a minimum building site of 75 feet front on the setback line. 

e. Any undeveloped lot or parcel of ground situated in the area generally surrounding Eola Street, 
Jordan Street and Elmer Street, which area is more particularly depicted on the attached aerial and 
described immediately below, to wit:

A certain piece or portion of ground situated in section 6, Township 8 south, Range 12 east, St. 
Tammany Parish, Louisi.ana, and more fully described as follows:

Parcel I. From the Quarter Section Corner common to section 6, Township 8 south, Range 12 east 
and section I, Township 8 south, Range II east, go south 89 degrees 51 minutes 30 seconds east a 
distance of 330.0 feet to a point; said point being the point of beginning. 

From the point of beginning proceed north 89 degrees, 18 minutes, 18 seconds east a distance of 
I ,357.15 feet to a point; thence proceed north 01 degrees, 51 ml.nutes, 49 seconds west a distance of 
947.44 feet to a point at the intersection of the western right-of-way of Sault Drive and the southern 
right-of-way of Highway 1088; thence proceed in a westerly direction along the southern right-of-way
line of Highway 1088 a distance of 1,875 feet to a point; thence proceed south 00 degrees, 00 minutes, 
00 seconds west a distance of 266.71 feet to a point; thence proceed north 89 degrees, 43 minutes, 43 
seconds east a distance of 395.84 feet to a point, said point being the point of beginning.

Parcel 2. From the Quarter Section Corner common to section 6, Township 8 south, Range 12 east
and section I, Township 8 south, Range I I east, proceed south 89 degrees 51 minutes 30 seconds East a
distance of 330.0 feet to a point; thence proceed north 89 degrees, 18 minutes, 18 seconds east a distance 
of 1,357.15 feet to a point; thence proceed north 01 degrees, 51 minutes, 49 seconds west a distance 
of 1,011 feet to a point at the intersection of the western right-of-way of Sault Drive and the northern 
right-of-way of Highway 1088; said point being the point of beginning. 

From the point of beginning proceed north 0 I degrees, 51 minutes, 49 seconds west a distance of 
345.28 feet to a point; thence proceed south 89 degrees, 0 minutes, 48 seconds west a distance of 965
feet to a point; thence proceed south 00 degrees, 52 minutes, 25 seconds west a distance of 157.57 feet to
a point; thence proceed south 88 degrees, 55 minutes, 22 seconds west a distance of 304.04 feet to a point
located at the southwest corner of Lot of Lot I, Square 26 of the Mandeville Annex Subdivision; Thence 
proceed north 62 degrees, 57 minutes, 19 seconds east a distance of 23.69 feet to a point located at the
southeast corner of Lot II of the Grande Terre Subdivision; thence go north 73 degrees, 26 minutes, I 6 
seconds west a distance of 159.21 feet to a point; thence proceed in a southwesterly direction along the 
eastern right   -of-way of Frenchman Drive to a point formed by the intersection of western right   -of-way 
of Frenchman Drive and the northern right-of-way of Highway 1088; Thence proceed along the northern 
right-of-way line of Highway 1088 in a northwesterly direction distance of 1,875 feet to a point, said 
point being the point of beginning. 

f. Any property having, or proposing to have, ingress and egress to and from Lakeview Drive and 
Carr Drive, Slidell, Louisiana, being more particularly described as follows:

Lakeview Drive: Situated in sections 31, 32 and 33, Township 9 south, Range 14 east, St. Tammany 
Parish, Louisiana. 

Carr Drive: Situated partially in sections 25 and 26, Township 9 south, Range 13 east, and partially 
in sections 29, 30, 31 and 32, Township 9 south, Range 14 east, St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana. 

I. On any lot situated within the area of special concern set forth in subsection (b)(8)f of this section, 
the amount of fill shall not exceed an elevation of 24 inches above the centerline of the subject road (i.e., 
Lakeview Drive or Carr Drive).

2. No fill shall be placed on any lot or parcel within the boundaries of the area of special concern
set forth in subsection (b )(8)f of this section prior to the submission of a coastal use permit application 
and plan and the submission of a development plan to the department of engineering that details any 
proposed grade work. The plan shall provide the elevation at the four corners of the lot, at the center 
of the proposed primary structure, and any other elevations deemed necessary by the department of 
engineering for review of the development plan. 

3. If any fill is placed on property within the boundaries of the area of special concern set forth 
in subsection (b )(8)f of this section following the adoption of the ordinance from which this phapter is 
derived and prior to the submission of a development plan, the owner may be required-ro remove the fill 
material back down to native soils and pre-fill elevations. 

4. If any fill is placed on property within the boundaries of the area of special concern set forth in 
subsection (b)(8)f of this section that is not in compliance with an approved development plan, fill plan 
and/or the plan submitted under the coastal use regulations, the owner may be required to remove all fill
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material that is not in compliance with the approved plans.

(9) Fill in areas of special concern. 
a. No fill shall be placed on any lot or parcel within the above described boundaries of an area of 

special concern prior to the submission of a development plan to the department of engineering detailing 
any proposed grade work. The development plan shaH provide the elevation at the four corners of the 
lot, at the center of the proposed primary structure, and any other elevations deemed necessary by the 
department of engineering for review of the development plan. 

b. If any fiii is placed on property in any of the above areas of special concern foil owing the adoption 
of the ordinance designating a particular area as one of special concern and prior to the submission 
of a development plan, it shaH be deemed a violation of this Code and the owner shaH be required to 
remove the fiii material back down to native soils and pre-fiii elevations. It shaH be the burden of the 
violator to provide proof of the predevelopment elevations. Engineering shaH direct the department of 
code enforcement to issue the appropriate cease and desist order. Eugiueeriug sha-ll uotify GDD5 if the 
violatiou oeeurs withiu the aistriet llouuaaries. GDD5 may previae a third party review aua eommeut at 
the violator's eJf.fJeHse. 

c. No fiii shaH be permitted on parcels within this area that would raise or increase the surface 
elevation of any part of the parcel above its natural or pre-development elevation. Fill required for minor 
grading to level and drain the surface at the proposed site of the primary structure and driveway may be 
authorized. 

d. The lowest finished floor of the primary structure shaH be situated at least 24 inches above the 
crown of the road surface directly adjacent to and in front of the parcel. 

e. Based on available data, the department of engineering may require a higher finished floor 
elevation on pier construction above the FEMA base flood elevation provided on the applicable FIRM 
map. 

f. In those cases where fiii mitigation is authorized, the standards outlined above in paragraphs (9)a 
through (9)e are otherwise met, and detention storage capacity is created within the same floodplain in 
order to comply with section 125-197(e)(4), said storage capacity shaii not be utilized to meet the fiii 
mitigation required in this section.

( 10) Subsurface drainage. It shaH be unlawful for any owner, contractor, builder or subdivider to 
use, employ or apply fiii in and/or on any lot situated within a subdivision located in the unincorporated 
limits of the parish wherein subsurface drainage is ins tailed unless this material is contained within the 
perimeter of the lot in an adequate manner to prevent run-off of the sand, fiii, clay or mixture thereof 
onto sidewalks, streets or into culverts or onto the property of abutting property owners.

(I I) Relocation of open drainage ditches, drainage channels and similar drainage features. 
a. For purposes of this subsection, the term "relocation" means changing the location of ail or any 

part of an open drainage ditch, drainage channel or similar drainage feature that is partiaiiy located on, 
or which traverses, a lot or parcel of property. 

b. The provisions of this subsection (I I) shaH be applicable to any lot or parcel of property, regardless 
of the size of the lot or parcel and whether or not it is located in a critical drainage area or area of special 
concern. 

c. Whenever the owner of any lot or parcel of property proposes to fiii in an existing drainage 
ditch, drainage channel or similar drainage feature that is partiaiiy located on, or which traverses, the 
owner's property in order to relocate the ditch, drainage channel or similar drainage feature to another 
location on the property, in addition to complying with ail other applicable provisions of this section, 
the owner shaH provide a plan for the proposed relocation, supported by a complete hydrologic report 
taking into consideration impacts of upstream and downstream properties, that is prepared by a licensed 
civil engineer. The department of engineering shall conduct a site visit prior to approval of the proposed 
plan. Eugiueeriug shall uotify GDD5 of the proposed piau fer review aua eommeut if the subjeet site is 
withiu the bouuaaries of the aistriet. The proposed relocation plan may be included in the "Existing and 
Proposed Grade Elevation Form," provided it is prepared by a licensed civil engineer. 

d. If the proposed relocation results in ail or any part of the relocated drainage ditch, drainage channel 
or similar drainage feature being within 20 feet of the foundation of an existing or proposed structure, 
the relocation of the drainage ditch, drainage channel or similar drainage feature must be accomplished 
by subsurface instaiiation. If no part of the drainage ditch, drainage channel or similar drainage feature is 
to be within 20 feet of the foundation of an existing or proposed structure, the department of engineering 
shaH determine, considering best engineering practices and the issue of maintenance of drainage, whether 
subsurface instaiiation is required for ail or any part of the relocated drainage ditch, drainage channel or
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e. The requirement of subsurface installation for a relocated drainage ditch, drainage channel or 
similar drainage feature may be waived by the department of engineering provided that:

I. The property owner, and licensed civil engineer engaged by the owner, have independently 
determined that the relocated drainage ditch, drainage channel or similar drainage feature, if relocated 
without subsurface drainage, will not undermine the foundation or otherwise cause any damage to the 
property or structure; and

2. The department of engineering determines that the relocation will not impede drainage or interfere
with the proper maintenance thereof. It is expressly prohibited to grant a waiver under this subsection
within the boundaries of the now dissolved Gravity Drainage District No. 5 using the boundary
description found in Sec. 115-259.

f. The hereinabove provisions of this subsection (11) shall not be construed as being applicable to
any roadside ditch or to any property that is publicly owned and maintained by the parish or any political 
subdivision thereof.

( 12) Administration. This chapter shall be administered by the parish department of engineering with 
the assistance of any other parish personnel or agency that are deemed necessary by the parish and/or its 
regulations.

( 13) Exemptions.
a. Subdivisions which establish to the satisfaction of the parish engineer that, at the time of

preliminary approval, such subdivision development and fill associated with lot development will not 
result in a reduction in the 100-year floodplain storage capacity, should be found to comply with these 
standards. 

b. These standards shall not apply to lots in subdivisions or developments with an approved drainage 
plan and hydrological study. However, should the department of engineering determine, on the basis 
of current conditions, that the use of fill on any particular site within an otherwise exempt development 
would have an adverse impact on drainage, the parish shall have the authority to apply this chapter as 
needed to ensure the health, welfare, and safety of the public by restricting fill work. 

c. Areas enclosed by levees under forced drainage shall be exempt from this section. 
d. Coastal areas, which are those areas that are determined by the department of engineering to be 

subject to flooding only because of tidal inundation, not including the area of Lakeview Drive and Carr 
Drive being governed by the provisions of this section. 

e. The office of the parish president in consultation with the department of engineering is granted 
authority to determine that certain properties designated as historical by the National Park Service, upon 
application, be exempt from the no net fill ordinances currently in effect in the parish and to take all steps 
necessary to carry out the terms of this section, subject to any reasonable restrictions or requirements 
imposed by the president and the department of engineering.

(c) Conflicts. If a lot or parcel of property may be governed by more than one provision or subsection 
of this section, or in the event of a conflict in the applicability of any provision, the more restrictive or 
specific provision shall apply.

(d) Review of decisions. Any person or persons jointly or severally aggrieved by any decision of the 
department of engineering relative to the placement of fill on property governed by the provisions of this 
section may appeal to the board of adjustment. Such appeal shall be taken within ten days of the decision 
of the department of engineering, by filing with the department and with the board of adjustment a notice 
of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. The department shall forthwith transmit to the board all papers 
constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken. GDD5 shall provide third party 
reeommeRdatieRs to the eeard wheR the sHejeet property falls withiR the eoHRdaries of GDD5. All costs 
incurred shall be borne by the person appealing the decision.

(e) Penalties. A violation of this section shall constitute a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not 
less than $ 100.00 nor more than $ 500.00, or by imprisonment for not more than 30 days, or both such 
fines and imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. In lieu 
of, or in addition to, the issuance of a misdemeanor summons, violations of the provisions of this chapter 
may be enforced by imposition of civil penalties and injunctive relief in accordance with the following:

(1) Each day that the violation remains shall constitute a separate offense and a civil penalty of not 
less than$ 100.00 nor more than $ 500.00 per day shall be imposed.



ORDINANCE CALENDAR NUMBER: 6310 
ORDINANCE COUNCIL SERIES NO: 20-4227 

PAGE 8 OF 9

(2) In addition to penalties provided by this section, any violation hereof shall also be subject to an 
action for abatement and removal of any offending fill work and/or ground surface alteration. 

(3) Further, whenever the department of engineering has approved any application or drainage plan 
that contains materially false or erroneous information, the applicant shall be responsible for all costs and 
expenses associated with the correction of said application and plan, and the correction of any adverse 
consequences resulting therefrom, including the fees of an engineering consultant to review and revise 
said plan. 

(f) This section is intended to supersede any ordinance or regulation that may govern the placement 
of fill on any property, including the provisions of sections 125-92 and 125-93. Furthermore, in any 
event, there must be an application and approved drainage plan.

Sec. 115 -111. · Drainage and paving plan (commercial, industrial, institutional and certain 
multifamily developments).

The purpose and intent of this section is to require a drainage and paving plan to be stamped and 
certified by a licensed state-registered engineer for construction of commercial, industrial, institutional 
and certain multifamily developments, with the goal of improving pre-development runoff and reducing 
post-development runoff based on a minimum 25-year storm event. 

(I) All commercial, industrial, institutional and multifamily development for townhouses, 
apartments, condominiums and nursing home uses that require a building permit or site work permit 
shall submit a drainage and paving plan with the permit application. Requirements are set forth in 
section 115-112. Said plan shall be forwarded to the parish engineer for review and approval before the 
issuance of a building permit. ·

(2) It shall be the responsibility of the developer and design engineer to create a site development 
plan that will complement the drainage and paving plan utilizing site design criteria so as to result in the 
reduction of runoff from post-development.

(3) The drainage and paving plan shall be stamped and certified by a licensed state-registered engineer 
and shall meet the following criteria:

a. Parcels zero to two acres in size shall be required to reduce pre-development peak runoff by at 
least ten percent for a 25-year storm event, with on-site detention ponds optional. 

b. Parcels two to five acres in size shall be required to reduce pre-development peak water runoff by 
at least 15 percent for a 25-year storm event, with on-site detention ponds required.

c.

I. Parcels five acres and larger shall meet all drainage requirements for subdivisions established by 
chapter 125, including a reduction of pre-development peak runoff by at least 25 percent for a I 00-year 
storm event with on-site detention ponds required.

2. Whenever a parcel that is greater than five acres is proposed to be developed in phases, or
subdivided through the minor subdivision process, where any proposed phase or lot is less than five 
acres, such development shall meet the requirements of subsection (3) of this section and the applicable 
provisions of section 125-197. The drainage and paving plan must address drainage in terms of the 
development of the entire parcel, not just the phase currently being proposed to be developed, taking 
into consideration all of the regulations of the zoning district designation of the property that could be 
pertinent to drainage, including maximum net density permitted, minimum area regulations, maximum 
lot coverage, and off-street parking and loading requirements.

( 4) A combination of detention methods may be utilized to meet the criteria as established in this 
section. Off-site detention facilities may be utilized if approved by the parish engineer.

(5) DevelopmeHts loeatecl withiH the boeHclaries of Gravity DmiHage Distriet No. 5 shall also sebmit 
their clraiHage aHcl ]3!1ViHg J3l!lfls to tile clistriet at tile time J3ermit !1]3J3lieatioH is macle to tile parish. A 
beilcliHg J3ermit or site work permit shall Hot be iss11ecl HHtil tile clraiHage clistriet ilas ilacl aft OJ3]30rtHHity 
to review aHa make eommeHt Oft tile proposed plaHs to tile parish engiHeer. All eosts assoeiatecl witil 
tile review of tile J3laHs by tile parish aHa clraiHage clistriet shall be assessee to tile developer. Tile parish 
eHgiHeer shall il!l'le fiHal aethority oft !1J3pro•tal of tile permit aJ3)3lieatioH.
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(6) Developments located within the boundaries of Sub-Drainage District No. I of Gravity Drainage 
District No. 3 shall also submit their drainage and paving plans to the sub-district at the time permit 
application is made to the parish. A building permit shall not be issued until the sub-drainage district has 
had an opportunity to review and make comment on the proposed plans to the parish engineer. All costs 
associated with the review of the plans by the parish and sub-drainage district shall be assessed to the 
developer. The parish engineer shall have final authority on approval of the permit application.

REPEAL: All ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SEVERABILITY: If any provision of this Ordinance shall be held to be invalid, such invalidity shall 
not affect other provisions herein which can be given effect without the invalid provision and to this end 
the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall become effective fifteen (15) days after adoption.

MOVED FOR ADOPTION BY: MR. TOLEDANO SECONDED BY: MR. DEAN

WHEREUPON THIS ORDINANCE WAS SUBMITTED TO A VOTE AND RESULTED IN THE 
FOLLOWING:

YEAS: DEAN, FITZGERALD, CAZAUBON, LORINO, TOLEDANO, TANNER, DAVIS, 
CANULETTE, M. SMITH, O'BRIEN, STEFANCIK, BINDER, AIREY, T. SMITH (14)

NAYS: (0)

ABSTAIN: (0)

ABSENT: (0)

THIS ORDINANCE WAS DECLARED DULY ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE
PARISH COUNCIL ON THE §. DAY OF FEBRUARY , 2020 ; AND BECOMES ORDINANCE
COUNCIL SERIES NO 20-4227 .

ATTEST:

~~
THERESA L. FORD, COUNCIL CLERK

Published Introduction: JANUARY 8 , 2020

Published Adoption: ~'/ , 2020

MICHAEL B. COOPER,

Delivered to Parish President: ~ } ~ , 2020 at /0·· X/~
Returned to Council Clerk: fet.-J'/, 2020 at } f :tf!~


