
ORDINANCE NO. 2016-04-05-10

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32 , SECTIONS 32.217 , 32.218, 
32.219 , 32.22 1 AND 32.267, REVISED CODE OF ORDINANCES , CITY 
OF ELGIN, TEXAS, 2013 , REGARDING SIZE AND HEIGHT OF SIGNS; 
REPEALING ALL OTHER ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELGIN , TEXAS:

I.

T hat Chapte r 32, Sectio n 32-  2 17, of the Revised Code o f Ord in ances, City o f

El gin , T exas, 2013, is here by amen ded to read as fo ll ow s:

Sec. 32-217 . - Zoning lots with one establishm  e nt.

Any establishment located on a zoning lot with one estab li shment may e r ect signs as fol lows:

(1) Number: maximum of four signs, but in no case shall two freestanding signs be al lowed on the 
same zoning lot.

(2) Types: wall, monument, pole, projec ting, awning, canopy o r mar quee.

(3) Maximum s izes and heights . 

a. Wall o r marquee sign: 32 square feet of area or 112 fee t of sig n area per two linear feet of 
building fro ntage on which the sign o r sig ns are to be attached, up to a maximum of 100 
squa re feet in area for all wall or marquee signs, whicheve r is greater. The top of all wall 
and marquee signs sha ll be no g reater than five (5') f eet above the roofline and at a height 
no greater than 35 feet above t he ground .

b. Po le sign : one square foot of sign area pe r three linear f eet of lot frontage on which the 
sign or signs a r e to be erected not to exceed 100 square feet. For zo ni ng lots w ith one 
establishment fronting U.S. Highway 290, the maximum sign a rea of a po le sign is 150 
square feet. The top of the sign shall not exceed 40 fe e t in height and the base of the sign 
shall be at least seven feet above the ground .

c. Mon ument sign: One square foot of sign area per five linear feet of lo t frontage on which 
the sign or signs are to be e r ected, up to a maximum of 50 square feet in area. T he height 
of a monument s ig n shall not exceed seve n feet.

d. Projec ti ng sign: 112 square feet of sign area per two l inear f eet of bu ilding frontage on 
wh ich the sign or signs are to be attached, up to a maximum of 12 squar e feet in area. The 
top of all projecting signs shall be located be low the roofl ine and at a height not greater 
than 16 feet above the grou nd. The base of all projecting signs shal l be no less than e igh t 
feet above the ground. Projecting signs shall not project fr om the exte rior wa ll of a bu ild ing 
more than six feet.

e. Awn ing o r canopy sign: 112 squa r e feet per two l inear f eet of awning or canopy, up to a 
maximum of 16 square feet in area. N o awni ng or canopy sign shal l extend abov e the top 
of the awning or canopy .
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II.

That Chapter 32, Section 32 - 218 , of the Rev ised Cod e of Ordinances , City of

Elgin , T exas, 2013 , is hereby amended to re ad as follows:

Sec. 32-218. - Multiple establishments on single zoning lots.

Multiple establishments on single zoning lots that do not constitute a shopping center may 
collectively erect one monument sign with a maximum height of seven feet not to exceed 50 square feet 
in area or one pole sign with a maximum size of 50 square feet and height of 40 feet. In addition, each 
establishment located on a single zoning lot with two or more establishments may erect one sign as 
follows:

(1) Type : wal l, projecting, awning, canopy or marquee .

(2) Maximum size and height. 

a. Wall or marquee sign: 1% square feet of sign area per two linear feet of building frontage 
on which the signs are to be attached . The top of all wall and marquee signs shall be no 
greater than five (5') feet above the roofline and at a height no greater than 40 feet above 
the ground.

b. Projecting sign: 1 Y2 square feet of sign area per two linear feet of building frontage on 
which the signs are to be attached, up to a maximum of 12 square feet in area. The top of 
all projecting signs shall be located below the roofline and at a height not greater than 16 
feet above the ground. The base of a ll projecting signs shall be no less than e ight feet 
above the ground. Projecting signs shall no t project from the exterio r wall of a building 
more than six feet

c. Awning or canopy sign: 1 Y2 square feet per two linear feet of awning or canopy, up to a 
maximum of 16 square feet in area. No awning or canopy sign shall extend above the top 
of the awning or canopy.

d. Pole sign: Each sign shall have a minimum area of 16 square feet and a maximum area of 
one square foot per 300 square feet of gross building floor area up to 100 square feet in 
area or one square foot of sign per three linear feet of street frontage on which sign or 
signs are to be erected up to 100 square feet. For multiple establishments on single zoned 
lots fronting U.S. Highway 290, the maximum sign area of a pole sign is 150 square fe et. 
The top of the pole sign shall not exceed 40 feet in height and the base of the pole sign 
shal l be at least seven feet above the ground.

Ill.

T hat Chapter 32, Section 32 -2 19, of the Re vised Code of Ordinances, City of

E lgi n , Texas, 2013, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 32-219 . - Shopping ce  nters.

(a) Centers with five or more establishments. Shopping centers with five or more establishments 
planned as an integrated development shall he authorized to erect signs based on the criteria set 
forth in this section. 

(b} Center identification sign. One monument or one pole sign per street fronting the center, not to
exceed a total of two signs, identifying the name of the center. The name of any major establishment
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within the center may serv e as the name of the e ntir e center. In addition to identifying the name of 
the center, the sign may identify the individual establishments within the center.

(1) Wall or marquee sign: 1 ~ square feet of sign area per two linear feet of building frontage on 
which the signs are to be attached. The top of all wall and marquee signs shall be no greater 
than five (5') feet above the roofline and at a height no greater than 40 feet above the ground.

( 2 ) Monument sign. Each sign sha ll have a minimum area of 20 square feet and a maximum area 
of one square foot per 1, 000 sq uare feet of gross building floor area up to 80 square feet in 
area and a maximum height of 12 fee t.

(3) Po le sign. Each sign shall have a minimum a rea of 16 square feet and a maximum area of one 
square foot per 300 square feet of gross building floor area up to 100 square feet in area or one 
sq ua re foot of sign per three linear feet of street frontage on which sign or signs are to be 
erected up to 100 square feet. For shopping centers fronting U .S . Highway 290 , the maximum 
s ig n area of a pole sign is 150 square feet. The top of t he pole sign shall not exceed 40 feet in 
height and the base of the pole sign shal l be at least seven feet above the ground.

IV.

That Chapter 32, Section 32-22 1 , of the Revised Code of Ordinances, City of

Elgin, T exas, 2013 , is hereby amended to read as follows:

Se c. 32-221. - Office and  / or industrial centers.

Office and /o r industri al centers at least two acres in size and planned as an integra ted de ve lopment 
shall be authorized to erect signs based on the following criteria:

(1) Ce nter identification signs . One monument sign per pub lic street frontage , not to exceed a total 
of two monument signs , identifying the name of the center only and not exceeding 50 square 
feet in area and seven fe et in he ight.

(2) Individual building signs. Where an office and/or industrial center is comprised of two or more 
bu ildings, each individual building may erect one monument sign, not to exceed 32 square feet 
in area and f ive feet in height, identifying the principal establishment within the building .

(3) Ind ividual estab  li shment signs. Each individua l establishment within an office and /o r industria l 
bu ildi ng may erect one wal l sign of a s ize which does not exceed 1 Y2 square feet of sign area 
per two linear feet of building frontage on which the sign or signs are to be attached , up to a 
maximum of 32 square feet i n area. The top of the wall s ign shall be located no greater than five 
(5 ' ) feet above the roofline and at a height no greater t han 15 feet above the ground.

v.

That Chapter 32, Sectio n 32 -267, of the Revised Code of Ordina n ces, City of

El gin, T exas, 2013, is hereby amended to read as follows :

Sec. 3 2- 267 . - En u m era ted.

T he following are expressly prohibited unless specifically stated otherwise in this chapte r:

(1) Animated and moving signs. Including , but not limited to, pennants , flags with com mercial 
messages , banners , streamers , propellers, discs and searchlights .

(2) Flashing signs. Any signs that include lights which flash, blink or turn on and off intermittently, 
not including time and temperature signs.
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(3) Glaring signs. No sign shall be illuminated to such an intensity or in such a manner as to cause 
glare of brightness to a degree that it constitutes a hazard or nuisance to traffic. Moving, 
flashing, intermittently lighted, changing color, beacons, revolving or sim ilarly constructed signs 
shall not be allowed, except for time and temperature on an otherwise permitted sign.

(4) Inflatable signs and objects. Including, but not li mited to, balloons , for a period of over two 
weeks in any given year.

(5) Off-premises signs, including billboards. Any sign which is not located on the premises that it 
identifies or advertises.

(6) Portable signs. Any sign that is not permanently affixed to a building, structure or the ground. 
This shall not apply to authorized temporary signs.

(7) Posters and handbills. Any signs affixed to trees or other natural vegetation , rocks or utility 
poles. Such as but not limited to, garage sale, lost anima ls, po l itical, any for sale signs, etc. , 
except as provided in section 32-105, flags, emblems or insignia.

(8) Roof signs. Any signs which are erected on a roof..

(9) Simu lated traffic signs and obstructions. Any sign which may be confused with or obstruct the 
view of any authorized traffic sign or signal, obstruct the sight distance triangle at any street 
intersection or extend into the public right-of-way. 

(10) Strings of l ights. Including lights that outline property lines, sales areas or any portion of a 
structure, and are intended to advertise or draw attention to a business or commercial activity, 
but excluding a string of lights displayed for nonadvertising purposes during the Christmas 
season, from November 24 to January 4 of each year. 

(11) Vehicular signs . Any sign displayed on a parked vehicle, where the primary purpose of the 
vehicle is to advertise a product or business or to direct people to a business or activity. For the 
purposes of this chapter, vehicular signs sha l l not include business logos, identification or 
advertising on vehicles primarily used for other business purposes.

VI.

A. All ordinances, parts of ordinances, or resolutions in conflict herewith are

expressly repealed.

B. The invalidity of any section or provision of this ordinance shall not

invalidate other sections or provisions thereof.

C . The City Council hereby finds and declares that written not ice of the date,

hour, place and subject of the meeting at which this ordinance was adopted was posted

and that such meeting was open to the public as required by law at all times during

which this ordinance and the subject matter hereof was discussed, considered and

formally acted upon, all as required by the Open Meeting Act, Chapter 551, Texas

Government Code, as amended .
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By motion duly made, seconded and passed with an affirmative vote of all the

Council members present , the requirement for reading this ordinance on two separate

days was d ispensed with.

READ , PASSED , and ADOPTED on first reading this 5th day of April, 2016.

ATTE  ST :

LUCRETIA ALVAREZ
City Secretary
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