
City of Castle Hills, Texas 

Ordinance No. 2021-04-13 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CASTLE HILLS, 

TEXAS AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 8 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CASTLE HILLS, 

TEXAS WITH SECTIONS 8-3 THROUGH 8-5 CONCERNING PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS ADDED, SECTIONS 8-

81_THROUGH 8-83 CONCERNING CONDUCT OF CONSTRUCTION ADDED, SECTIONS 8-109 THROUGH 8-

113_CONCERNING ADOPTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL 

RESIDENTIAL CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE CODE, AND THE INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE ADDED, SECTIONS 8-144 THROUGH 8-

145 CONCERNING WOODEN ROOF REPLACEMENT ADDED, SECTION 8-166 CONCERNING ADOPTION OF 

THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE ADDED, SECTION 8-195 CONCERNING ADOPTION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE ADDED, SECTIONS 8-210 THROUGH 8-211 CONCERNING PLUMBING 

SYSTEMS, FACILITIES AND FIXTURES ADDED, SECTION 8-232 CONCERNING ADOPTION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE ADDED, SECTIONS 8-259 THROUGH 8-265 CONCERNING 

ABANDONED BUILDINGS ADDED, SECTIONS 8-286 THROUGH 8-283 CONCERNING MOVING OF BUILDINGS 

ADDED, AND SECTIONS 8-300 THROUGH 8-302 CONCERNING TEMPORARY PORTABLE STORAGE UNITS 

ADDED, AND ESTABLISHING A PENALTY OF A FINE NOT LESS THAN $25.00 NOR MORE THAN $1,000.00 

FOR A VIOLATION OF SECTIONS 8-260 THROUGH 8-265 CONCERNING ABANDONED AND DELAPIDATED 

BUILDINGS, WITH EACH DAY A VIOLATION OCCURS BEING A SEPARATE OFFENSE. 

WHEREAS, Chapter 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Castle Hills covers Buildings and 

Building Regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has been informed by city staff that in the adoption of a new Chapter 

8 of the Code of Ordinances in 2017 certain provisions in the prior text of Chapter 8 were apparently 

inadvertently not included in the then adopted version of Chapter 8; and 

WHEREAS, city staff has identified provisions concerning permits, inspections, adoption of the 

International Building Code, the International Residential Code, the International Energy Conservation 

Code, the International Property Maintenance Code, the International Fuel Gas Code, the National 

Electrical Code, the International Plumbing Code, and the International Mechanical Code, wooden roof 

replacement, plumbing systems, facilities, and fixtures, abandoned and dilapidated buildings, moving of 

buildings, and temporary portable storage units to be added to Chapter 8 of the Code of Ordinances and 

has recommended that the existing Chapter 8 of the Code of Ordinances be repealed and new Chapter 8 

of the Code of Ordinances be adopted with added provisions; 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes that Chapter 8 of the Code of Ordinances should be repealed 

and that a new Chapter 8 of the Code of Ordinances be adopted to include added provisions concerning 

permits, inspections, adoption of the International Building Code, the International Residential Code, the 

International Energy Conservation Code, the International Property Maintenance Code, the International 

Fuel Gas Code, the National Electrical Code, the International Plumbing Code, and the International 

Mechanical Code, wooden roof replacement, plumbing systems, facilities, and fixtures, abandoned and 
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dilapidated buildings, moving of buildings, and temporary portable storage units and new Chapter 8 of 

the Code of Ordinances be adopted. 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CASTLE HILLS, TEXAS, 

that: 

Section 1. Chapter 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Castle Hills, Texas is repealed. 

Section 2. A new Chapter 8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Castle Hills, Texas is hereby 

adopted to read as follows: 

Chapter 8 - BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONSW 

Footnote: 

--- (1) ---

State Law reference- Municipal authority to regulate housing and other structures, V.T.C.A., Local 
Government Code§ 214.001 et seq.; building and rehabilitation codes, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code 
§ 214.211 et seq.; verification of builder registration required for issuance of local building permit, 
V.T.C.A., Local Government Code§ 214.906; regulation of municipal public buildings and grounds 
generally, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code§§ 281.001 et seq., 301.001 et seq.; Plumbing inspector, 
V.T.C.A., Local Government Code§ 214.011; plumbing regulations, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code§ 
214.012; dangerous buildings, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code§ 214.002. 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 

Sec. 8-1. - Violations. 

(a) Notwithstanding provisions of any code adopted by reference in this chapter, persons who violate a 
provision of this chapter or fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, 
alter, repair or do work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the code 
official, or of a permit or certificate used under provisions of this Code, shall be guilty of a Class C 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00. 

(b) Any person who continues any work on the system after having been served with a stop work order, 
except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall 
be liable for a fine of not less than $100.00 or more than $500.00. 

(c) Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 

(Ord. No. 2017-03-14, 3-14-2017) 

Sec. 8-2. - Permit and certificate issuance requires payment of assessments. 

No permit for any kind of construction (building, alteration, or repair; lawn sprinkler; swimming pool; 
sewer connection; electrical; plumbing or any other), except fence construction, and no certificate of 
occupancy, shall be issued for any such work on, or occupancy of, any lot, house, or residence in the city 
on any street as to which a paving or sewer charge, assessment, or voluntary payment plan has been 
carried out to pave or sewer such street, or any block or blocks thereof (upon which street or block such 
lot or house and lot is located) unless and until all such charges, assessments, or payments due and 
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owing on such property have first been paid in full, together with a penalty of six percent per annum on 
such sum. 

(Ord. No. 2017-03-14, 3-14-2017) 

Sec. 8-3. - Permits not transferable. 

A building permit is not transferable. If the original permit holder is removed or withdraws from the 
project, that permit expires and a new permit must be obtained before work may resume. 

(Code 1982, § 5.203; Code 1995, § 5.203; Ord. No. 951, 8-9-2005; Ord. No. 2021-04-13) 

Sec. 8-4. - Expiration. 

Every building permit issued by the city shall expire on the date indicated on the permit at 
time of issuance. Permits shall be issued with expiration dates based on the city's estimated completion 
date 
of construction. A permit shall become invalid unless work begins, 
continues without abatement, and substantial progress is continuously made on a timely basis so 
as to be able to complete the permitted work by the expiration date in the judgment of the building official. 
The building official may authorize one extension of the permit in the event of a good faith delay due to a 
confirmed occurrence such as inclement weather during a phase of the project vulnerable to adverse 
weather conditions. The extension request must be made in writing by the permit holder and include 
details and documentation regarding the justifiable cause. Any work not substantially complete upon the 
expiration or revocation of a permit is subject to being declared a nuisance by the building official and 
subject to an order of removal or demolition to be completed within 60 days from the date of permit 
expiration or revocation and the site or structure restored to a condition, in the opinion of the building 
official, that is equal to or better than what existed prior to beginning of work and is safe and in 
compliance with all other requirements 
of the city. 

(Code 1982, § 5.203; Code 1995, § 5.203; Ord. No. 951, 8-9-2005; Ord. No. 2021-04-13) 

Sec. 8-5. - Inspections; notice of defects; reinspection; fees. 

Whenever a city inspector is notified to make an inspection before the particular work as to 
which the request is made is ready for inspection, or whenever an inspection of any work shall 
reveal that it is faulty or defective in any respect under the code and regulations of the city, the 
inspector shall notify the responsible person who installed the unfinished or faulty work of the 
violation in order that such work shall be made to conform to the standards required. The contractor or 
subcontractor shall within 48 hours after the giving of such notice (Saturdays, Sundays, and legal 
holidays excluded) rectify, or commence and continue work toward rectification, of such incompletion or 
defect and promptly complete the same as soon as is reasonably possible. Upon completion of same, 
and upon payment of a reinspection fee in the amount provided in the city fee schedule, the contractor or 
subcontractor shall notify the city inspector of the completion and correction of such work. If such work is 
again found to be incomplete or faulty, another reinspection fee in the amount provided in the city fee 
schedule shall be due after notice as above prescribed. If such contractor or subcontractor shall 
unreasonably delay the completion, correction, or rectification of uncompleted, unsatisfactory, or 
noncomplying work, or should fail or refuse to make corrections as ordered by such inspector, or do so 
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within a reasonable time, such contractor or subcontractor shall be refused any new permits on any jobs 
in the city until such work is completed, corrected, reinspected as herein provided, and approved. 

(Code 1982, §§ 5.305, 5.306, 5.306.1; Code 1995, §§ 5.305, 5.306, 5.306.1; Ord. No. 142, 1-9-1962; 
Ord. No. 1027, 8-11-2009; Ord. No. 2021-04-13) 

Secs. 8-6-8-22. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE II. -ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITIEE 

Sec. 8-23. - Created; members; officers. 

(a) The Architectural Review Committee (the "ARC") shall consist of five members and three alternate 
members who shall be residents of the City of Castle Hills and not members of the city council, the 
zoning commission, or the zoning board of adjustment. Prior to appointments, the mayor and aldermen 
are encouraged to solicit applications, resumes, or indications of interest from citizens. Each alderman 
shall appoint one member whose place on the committee shall correspond to the place of the 
appointing alderman. The mayor shall appoint a chairman from among the members appointed by 
each alderman. There shall be three alternates to this board, one appointed by the mayor, two 
appointed by city council at-large. the minimum quorum for meetings of the architectural review 
committee shall be four members or alternates. 

(b) Members and alternates shall serve two-year terms after the initial appointments. A vacancy shall be 
filled for the unexpired term. The term of the initial' appointments shall end June 1, 2020. Subsequent 
appointments for places 2, 3 and alternates shall end June 1, 2021; and appointments for places 1, 4 
and 5 shall end on June 1, 2022. 

(c) Members of the ARC whose terms have expired shall hold over until their replacement has been 
appointed. However, if the responsible person or entity fails to made a required appointment by the 
second regular meeting of the city council following the meeting during which the appointment item 
was presented on the agenda the Mayor may make the appointment. 

(d) The place of any member of the ARC shall be deemed vacant if that member fails to attend three 
consecutive meetings of the ARC without Reasonable excuse and/or prior notice to or coordination 
with the city manager. The mayor and city manager shall insure that each newly appointed member of 
the committee is informed generally of their duties and responsibilities under applicable law and 
regulation. 

(e) The members of the ARC shall set their own rules and procedures for efficient operation of committee 
activities, consistent with applicable law, the City Code of Ordinances, and guidance which may be 
provided from time to time by action of the city council. The secretary of the ARC may be a city 
employee designated by the city manager. The secretary shall maintain a log of cases with the name 
of the applicant, the number of the case, a record of the recommendation of the ARC, and the final 
action of the city council on the application. The secretary shall take or cause to be taken minutes of 
each meeting of the ARC. The minutes shall include the names of all ARC members present and the 
action taken at the meeting. 

(Ord. No. 2017-03-14, 3-14-2017; Ord. No. 2019-06-11-A, §§ 1-3, 6-11-2019; Ord. No. 2019-11-19-
Q_, § 1, 11-19-2019) 

Sec. 8-24. - Causes for removal from the committee. 

Any committee member or alternate can be removed from office by the city council for cause. 
Causes for removal include: 
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