
ORDINANCE NO. f '4 ~ ~

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 19 "TRAFFIC", 
ARTICLE IV "OPERATION OF VEHICLES GENERALLY", OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS, 
PROHIBITING THE USE OF PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO 
VIEW, SEND OR COMPOSE ELECTRONIC MESSAGING, OR ENGAGE 
OTHER SOFTWARE WHILE OPERA TING A MOTOR VEHICLE; 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY, AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILJTY.

WHEREAS , the City Counci l believes safety of citizens of Jack  s onville is of utmost imporiance , 
and that distracted drivers are a danger to the safety of citizens; and

WHEREAS , after careful conside~·ation, the City Council feels Chap ter 19 " Traffic", A rticl e IV 
" Operation of Vehicles Generally" of the City of Jacksonville Code of Ordinances s hould be 
amended to prohibit the use of portable electron ic device s to view, send or compose an electronic 
message or engage other softwar e iwhi le operating a motor vehicle.

NOW  , THE REFORE , BE IT ORDAIN ED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS that C hapter 19 , Article IV of the C i ty of Jack  s onville Code of 
Ordinances shall be amended to add Section 19- 127 and shall read as follows:

Chapter 19 "Traffic"

Article IV "Operation of Vehicles Generally"

Section 19-127.

A) The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to all pers ons operating a motor veh icl e on public 
roadways within the incorporated limits of the City of Jacksonville.

B) In this sec  ti on, portable electrn nic device means a hand-held mobile telephone, personal digital 
as s istant  , MP3 or other hand-h  eld music player, e l ectron ic reading device, lap  top computer, tablet
computer, pager, broadband personal communication device, global positioning or navigation 
system, e lectronic game device, r portable computin  g device.

C) A drive~ of a motor vehicle may not use a portable electronic de v ice to view, send , or compose 
an e~ectromc mes~a~e or engage /other application software while operating a motor ve  h icle on a 
public roadway w 1thm the City of Jacksonville, Texas.

. . I
D) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution tmder this sec tion if a p ortable electronic device is 
used: I

(1) While the ve hicle is propf rly and legally parked;



(2) Strictly to engage in a telephone conversation, 'including dialing or deact ivating the call;

(3) As a global positioning or navigation system;

(4) For obtaining eme  r gency assistance to report a traffic acc i dent, me dical emergency, or 
se ri ous traffic hazard, or to prevent a crime being or abou t to be committed;

(5) In the reasonable belief a person's life or safety is in i1mnediate dang er; or

(6) So le ly in a vo ic e-act ivated or other hands-free mod  e .

E) This sect ion do es n ot app ly to an operato r of an authorized emer gency vehicle u sing a p ortable 
e lectronic device wh  il e acting in an official capacity.

F) To the ex t ent thi s secti on conflicts with the Texas Transpo r tat ion Code § 545.424, regar ding 
the use of po rtab le el ectronic device s while operating a motor vehicle by m inors, or Texas 
Transpo1iatio n Code§ 545.425, regarding the us e of p ort ab le electronic devices in school crossing 
zo nes, this se ction doe s not app l y.

G) Any person, corporation, or association v iol ati ng any prov  i sion of thi s Ord inance shall be 
deemed g uilt y of an o ffe n se , and upon conv ict  ion sh a ll be puni shed by a fine not to exceed F ive 
Hundred D o llar s ($5 00.00).

FURTHER, should a ny paragraph, sente nce, clause, phra se, or word of thi s Ordinance be declared 
unconsti tuti onal or invalid for any rea so n, the remainder of thi s Ordinance s h all n ot be affec t ed 
thereb y.

PASSED AND APP RO VED this _Jl:_ day of JG\._f\ ·...; c ....-v-'1 , 2o_!_fq

Dick Stone, Mayor

A TTEST:

~ ~~
Greg l'.!owe, C ity Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Marvin J. Ang l e, City A ttorney


