
City o f Canton 
State of Georgia 
County of Cherok  ee 
Ordinance Z0/9-of2.0-02

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CANTON

WHEREAS, the City of Canton is authorized by the constitution of the State of 
G eo  rgi a to adopt rules, r egulations, la\n, a nd o rdin a n ces protecting the public health , safe ty 
and \Yelfare o f th  e citizens of th e CitY.

WHEREAS, the City by a nd tluough its ~Iayor an  d Cou  ncil ha\-e deemed it in t h e 
be  st inte r est of tl1e h ea l tl1, sa fety a nd w el fare of the citizens of tl1e City of Canton, to adopt 
a n o rdin  ance gO\-ern.i.ng Zoning.

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the ?\Iayor a nd Com1cil of the City of 
Canton, G eo  rgia and it is hereby o r dained by the autl1ority thereof, that

THE C I TY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III,
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 102 Sect. 102.01.02
(F), BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:

Paragraph F, RA-6, resid en  tial attached (6 du /acre  ) is her  e b y a mended by 
d el etin g sa id paragraph in its entir  e ty, and rep  l acing it with the fo llo\,·in g:

F. This di strict is intended to pro,-ide for sin gl e family attac h e d (dupl  exes, tri-plexes
and qu  ad-p le x es) a nd d etac  h ed d\wlliug unit s \d uc  h are incli,-idua lly conn ected to public 
\\·ate r a nd public sewe r systems . Tlu  s di strict shall n ot be constr ued to allo\Y stac ked milts or 
m a nufactured hou sing . And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III,
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a Unified D e Ye lopm  e nt Cod e) Ch. 102 Sect.
102. 0l.02(H) BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS :

Paragraph H, MHP Man u factured Hom  e Park (10 du / acr  e ) 1s her  e b y 
amended by deleting " (10 du / acre) " and r e placi n g it w i t11 the fo ll owing:

' (6 du / ac) " And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a  . k.a. Unifi  e d Dev  e lopm  e nt Code) Table 102-4 L a nd Use 
Tab  l e, BE AMENDED b y allO\,·ing a Congr egate per  so n a l care hom e ( 16 or more 
r eside n ts) as a conditional use in the SU (Special "Cse) zonin  g district. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III,
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a .k.a. U nifi e d Deve lopment Code), BE AMENDED by
addin g the fo llO\,·ing language to Ch.103 S ect  . 103 .0 2.02(B)(S) " P ri,-ate s tr  eets s hall only be



allowed within gated or secured developments. Street signs within these developments shall 
contain the words ''PriYate Streets on each sign". Also adding the following language to Ch. 
108 Sect. 108.03.0S(B) ''Private streets shall only be allowed within gated or secured 
de,relopments. Street signs within these developments shall contain the words "Private 
Streets on each sign". And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), BE AMENDED by
adding the following word to Ch.109 Sect. 109.03.09(C) "If requested by all the 
homeo\V11ers, the streets may become city accepted only if they are brought up to existing 
city standards." Also adding by adding to Ch.109 Sect. 109.03.09 "E. Private streets shall 
only be allowed within gated or secured developments. Street signs within these 
developments shall contain the words "PriYate Streets on each sign" And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), BE AMENDED by
adding the following requirement to Ch. 103.03.04,

F. All parking areas that are constn1cted where there is only a single or double bay of 
parking and contains more than ten (10) spaces shall be required to install a landscape island 
after each tenth parking space. Tius landscape island shall contain one (1) oYer sto1-y tree and 
shall be the same size as a regular parking space. And,

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III,
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch.103 Sect. 103.04.01,
BE AMENDED by adding the following, "F. TI1e parking of Yelucles in the front yard or 
of property zoned or used for single family uses shall be restricted to imperrious surfaces 
(concrete or asphalt). Impenrious smface area shall not exceed fifty percent of the front yard 
area." "G. All areas designated for parking of velucle, drive aisles, loading/muoading zones 
shall be constmcted of impeI:Yious material such as concrete or asphalt. TI1e allowance for 
peivious material as noted in Ch. 3.04.01 (E) is excepted." And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), Ch.103.05.07(D) BE
AMENDED by adding a new subsection (''M'') to allow for directional signage within 0-1 
and L-1 zoning districts when the sign is directional iJ.1 nature for office and industrial parks. 
TI1e new subsection shall ha\re the following language;

M. Directional signs within an office or industrial park wluch is zoned 0-1 or L-1 
shall be allowed. TI1e sign size shall be limited to ten (10) feet in height, contaiJ.1 no more 
than tlurty two (32) square feet of sign area and have a brick or stone base of eighteen (18) 
to twenty four (24) inches in height. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III,
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), Ch.103.05.11 (4) BE
AMENDED by addll1g the following sentence:
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'Weekend directional signs shall also include the sale of real estate." And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), Ch.103.05.11(A)(S) 
BE AMENDED by adding the following language "Tempora1T signs or banners erected on 
residentially zoned prope1ty or on prope1ty \vith a residential use that pe1tains to graduation, 
wedding, anniversa1-y, bilth of a child or similar type event cannot exceed thirty t\vo (32) 
square feet in area, cannot be placed more than fomteen days prior to the event and must be 
remoYed fourteen days after the event. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), Ch.103.05.13, BE 
AMENDED by deleting the section in its entirety and adding the following:

Any commercial, office, mi."{ed use or industrial zoned property or any residential 
zoned property that is ten acres or larger in area, that is not occupied on a regular bas.is and 
any commercial, office, mixed use or .industrial zoned property or residential zoned property 
that is ten acres or larger in area that is not deYeloped property, and any conunercial, office, 
mi."{ed use or industrial zoned property or residential zoned property that is ten acres or 
larger in area undergoing development may contain only one free standing sign authorized 
by section 103.50.00, except during an election period. Such sign may be a double faced sign 
consisting of two sign panels erected back to back or in a V formation, prmt.ided that such 
sign faces shall be pa1t of the same sign structure and shall not be more than 42 inches apart 
from any po.int of the sign, and the angle of separation for the V-shaped structure shall not 
exceed 30 degrees. Each sign face shall be limited to 32 square feet of sign area and the sign 
shall be erected to a height of no more than 10 feet. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 103.07.02(B) BE 
AMENDED by adding the following;

Re,-r.iew and approval or denial of community design plans shall be performed by the 
City of Canton Ov-ersite Committee. The Canton o,~ersight Committee shall not reYiew any 
project within the Canton Historic District. Projects within the historic district are reYiewed 
by the Historic Presenration Commission when warranted. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), Ch.104.03.20(S)(1)(a) 
BE AMENDED by deleting (a) in its entirety and adding the following:
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a. It shall be a violation of this Section for a person to, in a se~1.1ally oriented 
business, appear in a nude condition unless the person is an employee who, while 
nude, remains at least 6 feet from any patron or customer and on a stage at least 
18 inches from the floor in a room of at least 1,000 square feet. And;



THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), Ch. 105.02.03(D) (7)
BE AMENDED by adding the following language;

Should the applicant fail to appear on the date of the scheduled meeting the 
Planning Commission may table the matter until the next regularly scheduled 
Meeting or recommend denial of the application. The applicant shall be 
responsible for any moneta1-y expenditures required due to failure to show. 
TI1ese fees shall be remitted to the city t\vo weeks prior to the next meeting at 
W11ich the application is to be heard. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code), Ch. 105.02.03(A) BE
AMENDED by deleting (A) in its entirety and adding the follo\vi.ng language;

A. TI1e Planning Commission shall meet as needed at a regularly scheduled date 
and time. Tius meeting ·will include all public hearings to be heard by the 
Planning Commission scheduled for the month. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 105.03.03 (A) BE
AMENDED by deleting (A) in its entirety and adding the following language;

A. TI1e Board of Zoning Appeals shall meet as needed at a regularly scheduled date 
and time. Tlus meeting \Vill include all public hearings to be heard by the Board 
of Zoning Appeals scheduled for the month. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 105.06.0l(A) BE
AMENDED by remm~ing the year 2009 and replacing it with 2012. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 105.07.02(B) BE
AMENDED by adding the following;

3) A concept plan shall also be submitted. Tlus plan shall provide enough detail so that 
the Planning Commission and 1\fayor and City Cmmcil can asce1tain the scope of the
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project. Tius plan may be made a condition of zoning if so approved by the Mayor and City 
Cotmcil. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 105.14.02 BE 
AMENDED by deleting B. and C. in their entirety and adding the follo"''ing;

B . .Any pa1ty aggrieved by any decision of the BZA may take an appeal to the 
Cherokee County Superior Comt by \vrit of certiorari \vithin 30 days after the 
decision of the BZA is rendered. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 105.14.03 BE 
AMENDED by deleting B. and C. in their entirety and adding the follO\ving;

Any party aggrieved by any decision of the Board may take an appeal to the 
Cherokee County Superior Cotut by writ of ce1tiorari within 30 days after the 
decision of the Board is rendered. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III,
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 6 BE
AMENDED by adding the follO'wing defuution;

Fast Food. Food that is prepared / cooked prior to being ordered or food that 
takes a minimal amotmt of time to prepare when ordered. Fast food may be 
take out or consumed on premise. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 107 BE 
AMENDED by adding Ch. 107.08.16 Free Standing \~'alls \vluch shall read as follows;
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A. Any wall that exceeds a height of four ( 4) feet along any po1tion of the ''"all shall 
require a separate wall pennit. 

B. \Valls exceeding thirty (30) inches in height shall be required to have a guardrail. 
For guardrail design use the requirements as shown in the Deck Construction 
Guide as shown in the International Residential Code. 

C. An engineer's letter approving the strnctural safety of any \Vall exceeding four ( 4) 
feet in height must be provided prior to receiYing a Ce1tificate of Occupancy. And;



THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) CH. 108.03.12 BE 
AMENDED by adding the following;

6) CiD· officials Tius plat has been fom1d to be in accordance \vith all the mles, regulations
of the City of Canton and is hereby approYed for recording.

Date: Zoning Administrator----------- 
Date: City Engineer And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES Part III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 110.02.02 (L) BE 
AMENDED by deleting (L) in its entirety and adding the following;

L Water 1Hai11s 011 private roads. TI1e city may accept for ownerslup water mains installed
along roadways that are not dedicated for public use (i.e., are ·without public right-of-way) if 
the property owners dedicate a permanent easement to the city. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 111.02.02(F) BE 
AMENDED by deleting tlus section in its entirety. And;

THE CITY OF CANTON CODE OF ORDINANCES PART III, 
DEVELOPMENT CODE (a.k.a. Unified Development Code) Ch. 111.02.09(L) BE 
AMENDED by adding tl1e following;

6) Any dumpster pad tl1at has a drain that com1ects to the sanitary sewer line 
shall be coYered in such a manner tl1at will not allow any type of storm water to enter tl1e 
sewer system. And;

All ordinances or pa1ts of ordinances or regulations in conflict here'\'\ri.tl1 are hereby repealed.

Should any section or proYision of tlus ordinance be declared invalid or tmconstitutional by 
any court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect tl1e Yalidity of t11e 
ordinance as a whole or any part thereof wluch is not specifically declared to be it1valid or 
unconstitutional.

It is tl1e intention of the Mayor and Council, and it is hereby ordained tl1at tl1e pm\'isions of 
tl1e ordinance shall become and be made part of tl1e Code of Ordit1ances, City of Canton, 
Georgia and the section of this ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.

Tius ordit1ance shall take affect and be in force on the date of approYal appearing below, the 
public welfare demandit1g it.
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T he abO\·e ordin a nce was read and apprO\·ed by the i\fayor and Council this 20th day of 
September, 2018 .

.ApprO\·ed as to form and conte  n t:

City .Attorney , R obert :\L Dyer

Fir  st R eading: September 6, 20 18

Adopted by Council: September 20. 20 18

ApproYed by Mayor: _____ _

Veto by M ayo r: ------  - -

Second ,-ore b,- Council: -------

Effecti,·e Da te: ------
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