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ORDINANCE 2011 - 12

 

AN ORDINANCE OF CITY OF KUNA, IDAHO, AMENDING TITLE 5, “ZONING REGULATIONS” OF CHAPTER 9, “OFF- 

STREET PARKING AND LOADING FACILITIES” AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 

WHEREAS, staff has had ongoing discussions with the Kuna City Council about keeping the City’s zoning 

regulations current and useful; and

 

WHEREAS, this text amendment is in agreement with the spirit and intent of Kuna’s recently updated 

comprehensive land use plan [Plan]; and

 

WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interest of the city of Kuna to amend its Chapter 9 Title 5 zoning 

code, which had its last major update in 2006; and

 

WHEREAS, this zoning amendment is pursued in accordance with KCC 5-13, “ZONING AMENDMENTS”;

and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KUNA, IDAHO that:

 

Ordinance Section 1. Title 5 Chapter 9 entitled, “OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING FACILITIES” is 

amended as follows:

 

CHAPTER 3 

OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING FACILITIES

 

SECTIONS

5-9-1: General Requirements

5-9-2: Standards

5-9-3: Parking Space Requirements

5-9-4: General Interpretations

5-9-5: Public or Private Commercial/Industrial Parking Lots

 

5-9-1: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

A. No building or structure shall be erected, substantially altered or its use changed unless permanently 

maintained off-street parking and loading spaces have been provided in accordance with the provisions of this

chapter.

 

B. Changes in building or structure that trigger the need for a increased parking: Whenever an existing building or

structure is changed or enlarged in terms of its floor area, number of employees, number of dwelling units, 

seating capacity that, in turn, creates a need for an increase in the number of parking spaces: the developer 

shall add additional parking spaces according to the City’s parking standards. If a building or structure’s 

footprint is enlarged due to increase in employees, number of dwelling units, floor area, seating capacity, or 

similar enhancements by more than 50 percent, the developer shall not only provide additional parking spaces 

but also bring the building or structure into full compliance with the City’s parking standards. (KCC 5-3-4-7:A) 

(Ord. 230, 12-7-1977)
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5-9-2: STANDARDS 

A. Location of parking spaces: The following regulations shall govern the location of off-street parking spaces and

areas:

1. On or offsite parking spaces that are relied upon for commercial, office, industrial or public uses shall be

located within  500 feet distance of the entryway of the principal use. On or off-site parking spaces relied 

upon for apartments, dormitories, group living facilities or other residential uses shall be located within 

300 feet distance of the entryway of the principal use. (See KCC 5-3-4-7:B)

 

B. Loading space requirements and dimensions: Off-street loading spaces for commercial uses shall be provided 

in accordance with the following table:

For each additional 75,000 or fraction thereof, an additional type A space will be provided. 

Type B spaces are 35 feet in length. 

Type A spaces are 65 feet in length.

 

1. Size: The size of an off-street loading space shall not be less than the following, exclusive of access 

platform and loading areas:

Width: 12 feet

Length: 35 feet or 65 feet (see above)

Height: 15 feet

 

2. Convenient access: Convenient access to loading spaces from streets or alleys shall be provided; they shall 

not be less than twelve feet (12') in width.

3. Location of required loading facilities: Off-street loading facilities shall not project into the public right-of- 

way, setback or easement area. In no circumstance shall the required off-street loading berths be part of 

the area used to satisfy off-street parking requirements. (KCC 5-3-4-7:C)  

4. Design and location of entrances and exits: Design and location of entrances and exits for required off- 

street loading areas shall be subject to review of the director.

 

C. Maintenance: The owner of property used for parking and/or loading shall maintain such area in good 

condition without holes and free of all dust, trash and other debris.

(Ord. 570, 6-11-2001)

 

D. Paving: The required number of parking and loading spaces as set forth in section 5-9-3, "Parking Space 

Requirements", of this chapter, together with driveways, aisles and other circulation areas, shall be improved 

with such material to provide a durable and dust free surface. Gravel or dirt surfaces shall not be permitted. 

(Ord. 2007-02, 2-20-2007)

Gross Floor Area 

(Square Feet) 

Quantity And Type

14,000 —  36,000 1-B

36,001 —  60,000 2-B

60,001 — 100,000 2-B

100,001 or more 1-A
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E. Drainage: All parking and loading areas shall provide for proper drainage of surface water to prevent the 

drainage of such water onto adjacent properties or walkways.

 

F.  Lighting: Any parking area which is intended to be used during non-daylight hours shall be properly, 

illuminated to avoid accidents. Any lights used to illuminate a parking lot shall be so arranged as to reflect the 

light away from the adjoining property.

 

G. Access: Any parking area shall be designed in such a manner that any vehicle leaving or entering the parking 

area from or onto a public or private street shall be traveling in a forward motion. Access driveways for 

parking areas or loading spaces shall be located in such a way that any vehicle entering or leaving such area 

shall be clearly visible by a pedestrian or motorist approaching the access or driveway from a public or private 

street.

 

H. Striping: All parking areas with twelve (12) or more contiguous parking spaces shall be striped with double 

lines (six inches (6”) both sides of center) between stalls to facilitate the parking movement. (See KCC 5-3-4- 

7:E)  

 

I. Screening and/or landscaping: Whenever a permitted parking area is located in or adjacent to a residential 

district or residential use(s), it shall be effectively screened on all of its sides adjoining or facing the residential 

district or residential use(s) by a wall, solid fence or hedge that is approved by the City’s Design Review 

Committee or Planning and Zoning Commission. The solid fence or wall shall be five feet (5’) in height and 

maintained in good condition and free of non-parking related signage/advertizing. The placement of a fence or 

wall for buffer mitigation purposes shall be according to the City’s fencing or wall provisions found at KCC 5-5- 

5. Landscaping provided in lieu of a wall or fence shall consist of a strip of land no less than ten feet (10’) wide, 

planted with an evergreen hedge or dense planting of evergreen shrubs, with a year-round source of 

irrigation. The planting material shall not be less than four feet (4’) in height at the time of planting and 

reviewed and approved by the City forester. Parking lot placement, layout and construction for a planned unit 

development (PUD) is noted at KCC 5-7-3(G). In the event that terrain or other natural features are situated 

such that the erection of a fence, wall or planting screen will not serve the intended purpose the director will 

consider alternative buffer mitigation proposals. (See KCC 5-3-4-7:F)  

 

J. Parking lot landscape buffer requirements: An irrigated landscaped buffer shall be installed when a parking lot 

is located adjacent to a public right-of-way. The developer shall provide a 10-foot wide landscape buffer 

between the right-of-way and the parking lot and plant this area with a minimum of one shade tree and five 

(5) shrubs per thirty-five linear feet (35’) of street frontage, excluding driveway openings. (See KCC 5-3-4-7:D)

 

K. Wheel blocks: Whenever a parking lot extends to a property line, wheel blocks or other suitable devices shall 

be installed to prevent any part of a parked vehicle from extending beyond the property line.

 

L.  Minimum distance and setbacks: No part of any parking area containing ten (10) or more vehicle spaces shall 

be installed closer than twenty feet (20') to the property line of an adjoining residential dwelling unit, school, 

hospital or public care institution unless separated by an acceptable screening strategy. (See KCC 5-3-4-7:D)  

 

M. Disabled vehicles: The parking of a disabled vehicle within a residential or commercial district for a period of 

more than two (2) weeks shall be prohibited, unless such vehicle is stored in an enclosed garage or other
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accessory building. Upon a violation of this subsection, the disabled vehicle shall be towed to a place of 

safekeeping at the expense of the owner of said vehicle.

 

N. Joint use: Two (2) or more nonresidential uses may jointly provide and use parking spaces when their hours of 

operation do not normally overlap, providing that a written agreement approved by the director shall be filed 

with the application for a zoning permit. 

(Ord. 570, 6-11-2001)

 

O. Large vehicle parking: Any vehicle that exceeds 10,000 pounds in weight or is longer than twenty-two feet 

(22’) in length shall be parked in designated parking areas or parking spaces established for the oversize 

vehicle accommodation. Accordingly, trucks that meet these parameters may not be parked on public streets, 

rights-of-way, easements or property setback areas, other than temporarily for local delivery purposes. This 

parking restriction shall apply in all but the Manufacturing [M] and Agricultural [A] zones. If a parking area is 

established primarily for oversized vehicles it shall rely upon the following space dimensions for their 

accommodation. Parking stalls shall be a minimum twelve feet (12’) wide and seventy-five feet (75’) in length 

for big rigs, long trailers, semi-trucks/tractor trailers and other oversized vehicles. Angled parking spaces will 

require more parking stall length based on the geometry. Parking lot stalls shall be constructed to be 

perpendicular to street and building alignments where possible. Driveway entrances shall be a minimum thirty 

feet (30’) wide. Driveway and parking surfaces shall be paved according to City standards; to include, retaining 

the impervious parking surface stormwater onsite. Additionally, the vertical clearance height for oversized 

vehicles parking is a minimum fifteen feet (15’). Parking aisle widths and turning movement separation 

distances [radius] will be determined on a case by case basis. Manufacturing districts shall provide one truck 

loading space for every 10,000 square feet of gross floor area. (See KCC 5-3-4-7:G)

 

Ordinance Section 2. Higher Standard. Should this Chapter contain language that suggests different

standards of application or competing assessments; the more restrictive language shall be relied upon for

interpretive purpose.

 

Ordinance Section 3. Severability. If some provision of the law or certain application of these provisions 

are found to be unconstitutional. The remaining provisions, or the remaining applications of these provisions, will, 

nonetheless, continue in force as law.

 

Ordinance Section 4. Full Force and Effect. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effective from and 

after its passage, approval and publication as required by law.

 

CITY OF KUNA 

ADOPTED this 20
th

 day of December, 2011

 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KUNA 

Ada County, Idaho

 

 

_________________________________

J. SCOTT DOWDY, MAYOR

CITY OF KUNA
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ATTEST:

 

 

_____________________________

BRENDA BINGHAM, CITY CLERK 

CITY OF KUNA

 

 

 


