
ORDINANCE NO. 15-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FORT MEADE, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FORT MEADE, FLORIDA; 
CREATING SECTION 4-20 RELATED TO THE USE, CONSUMPTION OR 
POSSESSION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN CITY-OWNED CIVIC 
CENTERS, BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND ON CITY-OWNED PREMISES, 
PARKS, AND ATHLETIC FIELDS DECLARED UNLAWFUL; AMENDING 
SECTIONS 22-95 THROUGH 22-103 RELATING TO CARNIVALS, FAIRS, 
CIRCUS AND SIMILAR PRESENTATIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF

FORT MEADE, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO SECTION 4-20 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF

THE CITY OF FORT MEADE, FLORIDA. Section 4-20 of the Code of Ordinances of the City

of Fort Meade is hereby created as follows:

Sec. 4-20. - Use, consumption or possession of alcoholic beverages in city owned civic centers, 
buildings, structures and on city-owned premises, parks, and athletic fields declared unlawful.

(a) The use, consumption or possession of any alcoholic beverages on or in city-
owned civic centers, buildings, structures and premises, parks and athletic fields is 
hereby prohibited and declared to be unlawful.

Cb) Notwithstanding the prohibitions set forth in subsection (a) above, the City
Commission may suspend the operation of such subsection (a) by a duly enacted 
Resolution authorizing the use, consumption or possession of alcoholic beverages 
at receptions, dances, bazaars, carnivals, celebrations, civic functions, fund raising 
endeavors, city-sponsored events and or other related activity of a community
nature on or in city-owned civic centers, buildings, structures and premises, parks 
and athletic fields.

(c) In deciding whether to enact a Resolution, the City Commission
shall consider the number and age of persons likely to be in attendance, the 
likelihood of injury, the ability to provide police and fire protection, the ability to
provide medical services, the ability to implement effective crowd control 
measures, the availability of sanitary facilities, the likelihood of accumulation of 
litter and/or debris, and the proximity of location to religious or educational 
institutions, hospitals, youth or public recreation centers or areas, playgrounds, 
child care centers and residential areas.



(d) The L , Manager shall issue a special written permit, after approval
from the City Commission, which authorizes the use, consumption or possession 
of alcoholic beverages at receptions, sponsored events, or other related activity on 
or in city-owned civic centers, buildings, structures and premises, parks and 
athletic fields. The City Manager shall establish an application and a procedure to 
review applications which shall include the Sheriff Department, Fire 
Department, and the Parks and Recreation Department. Applicants for a Special 
Permit may be required to post a damage deposit that may be refundable, as
follows:

0 to 50 people $100

51 to 100 people $150

101 to 150 people $200

151 to 200 people $250

201 or more people $500

by cash or cashier's check, as well as pay for police security and obtain event 
insurance covering liability and property damage naming the City of Fort Meade 
as an additional insured. Applicants for a Special Permit pursuant to the 
subsection shall pay a reasonable fee to be established by the City Manager, as 
well as all other rental fees associated with the facility and shall be reguired to 
present their request to the City Commission.

(e) In the event that the City Manager shall, in his/her discretion deem it necessary
for police protection, the applicant shall coordinate with the local law 
enforcement agency for the number of minimum officers required as listed below 
and as indicated in subsection (c) above, bear the cost of said police protection.
The minimum number of law enforcement officers that may be reguired are as 
follows:

0 to 100 people 2 Officers

101to150people 3 Officers

151 to 200+ people 4 Officers

(f) All other expenses, such as City manpower, Fire Department personnel and/or
Parks and Recreation personnel shall be at the applicant's expense and shall be
based on fees established by the City Manager and City Commission.
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SECTION ~ AMENDMENT TO SECTIONS 22-95 THROUGH 22-1. OF THE CODE

OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FORT MEADE, FLORIDA. Sections 22-95 through 22-

103 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Meade is hereby created as follows:

Sec. 22-95 - 22-99. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. CARNIVALS. FAIRS. CIRCUS AND SIMILAR PRESENTATIONS 
22-100. Additional requirements. 
22-101. Conformity to rules, regulations. 
22-102. Operating hours. 
22-103. Fees.

Sec. 22-100. Additional requirements.

All owners or operators of carnivals, fairs and circus desiring to operate a carnival. fair or circus and 
for which a business tax receipt is required, shall be required to submit plans to the city outlining 
provisions to supply adequate parking, fire protection. law enforcement protection, crowd control 
proof of liability and property damage insurance in the amount of at least $1,000,000 and sanitarv 
facilities for the number of persons anticipated for the scheduled operation of such carnival, fair or 
circus. Such information is in addition to the information required on applications for issuance of a 
business tax receipt and application for carnivals/fairs under this chapter.

It shall be the responsibility of the owners or operators of carnivals, fairs. or circus to contact the 
applicable law enforcement agency for the city to determination the number of law enforcement 
protection officers are needed and provide said information to the City.

Sec. 22-101. Conformity to rules, regulations.

All insurance and plans for parking, fire protection, law enforcement protection. crowd control and 
sanitary facilities shall be in conformity with current standards. rules and regulations, and 
ordinances of the city and must be submitted within thirty !30) days of the event. All owners and 
operators shall be responsible for all costs associated with the event that include. but may not be 
limited to, City Personnel, Fire Protection, Law Enforcement Protection, crowd control and sanitary 
facilities.

Sec. 22-102. Operating hours.

No carnival. fair or circus shall be allowed to operate between the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m., 
Monday through Saturday.

Sec. 22-103. Fees.

Carnivals, fairs or circus shall pay the City $100/day for each day in operation and any other rental 
fees established for the use of city owned parks or lands.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. If any provision or portion of this Ordinance is declared

by any court of competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all

remaining provisions and portions of this Ordinance shall remain in full effect
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SECTION 4 cFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become efl .ive immediately

upon its passage and approval as a non-emergency ordinance at two regular meetings of the

City Commission.

PASSED ON FIRST READING th is JO~  y of February, 2015.

PASSED ON SECOND READING this /v~  ay of March , 2015.

APPROVED:

~
D

Thomas A. Cloud, Esqu e 
City Attorney
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Sec. 22-94  . - Vending and amusement machines .

The business premises where a coin-operated or token-operated vending machine that dispenses 
products, merchandise , or services or w here an amusement or game machine is operated must assure 
that any required business ta x receipt for the machine is secured . The term "ve nding machine" does not 
include coin-operated telephone sets owned by persons who are in the business of providing local 
e x change telephone service and who pay the business ta x under the category designated for telephone 
companies in the municipality or county or a pay telephone service provider certified pursuant to F.S . § 
364.3375 . The business tax for vending and amusement machines will be based on the highest number 
of machines located on the business premises on any single day during the previous receipted year or, in 
the case of new businesses , be based on an estimate for the current year. Replacement of one (1) 
vending machine with another machine during a receipted year does not affect the ta x assessment for 
that year, unless the replacement machine belongs to a business ta x classification that requires a higher 
ta x rate. F o r the fi rst year in which a business ta x is assessed on vending ma c hines , each business 
owning ma  c hines located in the c ity must notify the c ity , upon request , of the locat  ion of such ma chi nes  . 
Ea c h business owning ma c hines must provide not ice of the provisions of th is se ction to each affected 
busines  s prem ises where the mach ines are located . The bus  iness premises must secure the receipt if it is 
not otherwise secured .

(Ord . No  . 09-08 . § 2 . 9-9-2009 )

Sec . 22-95 - 22-99. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. CARNIVALS, FAIRS, CIRCUS AND SIMILAR PRESENTATIONS 
22-100 . Additional requirements. 
22-101 . Conformity to rules, regulations. 
22-102 . Operating hours . 
22-103 . Fees.

Sec . 22-100. Additional requirements .

All owners or operators of carnivals, fairs and circus desiring to operate a carnival, fair or 
circus and for which a business tax receipt is required, shall be required to submit plans to 
the city outlining provisions to supply adequate parking, fire protection, law enforcement 
protection, crowd control proof of liability and property damage insurance in the amount of at 
least $1,000,000 and sanitary facilities for the number of persons anticipated for the 
scheduled operation of such carnival , fair or circus . Such information is in addition to the 
information required on applications for issuance of a business tax receipt and application 
for carnivals/fairs under this chapter.

It shall be the responsibility of the owners or operators of carnivals, fairs, or circus to contact 
the applicable law enforcement agency for the city to determination the number of law 
enforcement protection officers are needed and provide said information to the City .

Sec . 22 -101. Conformity to rules, regulations .

All insurance and plans for parking, fire protection , law enforcement protection, crowd 
control and sanitary facilities shall be in conformity with current standards, rules and 
regulations , and ordinances of the city and must be submitted within thirty (30) days of the 
event. All owners and operators shall be responsible for all costs associated with the event 
that include, but may not be limited to, City Personnel, Fire Protection, Law Enforcement 
Protection, crowd control and sanitary facilities .

Sec. 22-102. Operating hours.
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No carnival , fair or circus shall be allowed to operate between the hours of 12: 00 a.m . to 8 :00 
a .m., Monday through Saturday .

Sec. 22-103. Fees .

Carn ivals, fairs or circus shall pay the City $100/day for each day in operation and any other 
rental fees established for the use of city owned parks or lands .
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ARTI C L E II. - SA L E

FOO TN O T E (S ) :

--- (2) ---

C ro  ss r e f e r en ce- Occupation  a l l ice nse tax ,§ 22 - 86 c l seq . (Back)

Sec . 4-16. - Ho ur  s of s ale limit e d .

H o ur s of sa  le of alcoholic be  v erage  s, liqu o r , bee r, malt be ve  ra ge, wine or fortifi e d w ine 
s h a ll be reg ulat e d and limited a s follow s in th e C it  y of Fo1t M ea  d e . G e nerall y, a l co holic 
be v era  ges, liquor, b e er, malt b eve rage  , win  e or fortifi e d w ine ma  y b e so ld , con  s umed or se r ve  d 
or p e rmitt  e d t o b e served or c o n s umed at any place holdin  g a lic e n se under th  e F lorida 
Departm e nt of Busines  s Re g ul a tion , Division of Beve ra ge, within th e corporate limit s o f the C ity 
of Fo1t M ead e o nl y between th e fo llowing hour s :

Mond  a y - 7:00 a .m . until 2: 00 a. m. Tues  d ay n ex t

Tu  es d ay- 7 :00 a. m. until 2 :00 a .m  . Wedne  s day n ex t

W e dnes  d a y - 7:00 a.m. until 2:00 a.m. Thurs d a y n e xt

Thurs d ay- 7 :00 a .m. until 2: 00 a .m. Frida  y n ex t

F rid ay- 7 :00 a. m . until 2: 00 a .m. S aturd ay n ex t

S a turd ay- 7 :00 a.m . until 2: 00 a .m. Sund  a y n ex t

No a lcoholic be  v erag e , liquor, be e r, malt beve ra ge , wine o r fo rtifi e d wine m ay b e so ld , 
con  s umed or se  rv ed or p e rmitte d t o be se rv  e d o r co n s um  e d in a n y pl ace h o ldin  g a li ce n se und  e r 
the s t a t e b eve ra ge d e pa1t m e nt bet we en the h o urs o f 2 :00 a. m . Sund  ay a n d 6 :00 a. m. th e 
fo ll ow  in g M o nd ay, pro v ided , h owever  , th  a t a lcoh  o li c b eve  ra ges, liquor, b e er malt b eve ra ge, 
wine or fo1tifi e d w ine m ay a l so b e so  ld a s p ac k age d g ood  s not for on-pre mi ses c o n s umption 
from 12 :00 p .m. (n  o on) Sund  ay until 12: 00 a.m . M o nd ay ( midni g ht).

In th  e e vent th a t N ew Ye a r' s Eve s h a ll fa ll o n Sunday, th e hours for sa  le o f a lcoh o li c 
be  ve ra  ge s, liqu o r , b e er, malt b eve ra g e , win  e o r fortifi e d wine for on pre mi ses con  s umpti o n s h a ll 
b e e x t e nded until 2 :00 a .m  . M o nd  ay n e xt. Vi o la ti o n o f thi s se  ction s hall b e puni s h a bl e by a fin e 
o f no t m o re th a n fi v e hundred d o ll a rs ($500.00) o r impri sonm  e nt fo r n o t mo re th a n s ix t y (60) 
d ays , or b o th .

(Co d e 19 62, § 4- 12; Ord. 1 o. 92-12, § 1, 10-13-92; Ord . No . 13 - 01, § 1, 2 -1 2 -2 0 13 )

State law reference-- Auth o rit y o f city to reg  ul a t e hours of s al e, F. S . § 56 2 .45(2).

S e c. 4-17. - Loca  t io n o f sa  les e s t a bli s hment s ; p ro x imity t o s ch  oo ls, c hur c h es.
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(a) No liquors, wines or beer shall be sold within the corporate limits of the city at any place of 
business or establishment except within those portions of the city zoned as business or 
industrial zones and not less than five hundred (500) feet apart from each such place of 
business; provided, however, that the foregoing shall not apply to any actual, bona fide 
nationally organized civic, benevolent or fraternal organization. Such distance requirements 
shall not apply to the sale of beer, wine or liquor for consumption on the premises only of a 
licensed operating restaurant. All state requirements shall have been met by such business 
establishments. Vendors operating places of business where malt beverages are sold only for 
consumption off the premises shall not be subject to municipal zoning. 

(b) No liquors, wines or beer shall be sold within the corporate limits of the city at any place of 
business, location or establishment within five hundred (500) feet of any established school 
or church; provided, however, that the foregoing shall not apply to the following:

( 1) Any duly licensed grocery store selling wines and beer in packages, and for 
consumption off the premises, and 

(2) Any restaurant meeting all of the following conditions:

a. Eighty (80) percent of all sales are from food;

b. All alcohol consumption shall be on the premises of the restaurant;

c. Restaurant may not advertise by displays, signs, or otherwise, any alcoholic 
beverage or the sale thereof, on its premises except in a menu provided for patron 
use. 

(Code 1962, § 4-13; Ord. No. 79-12, § 1, 11-13-79; Ord. No. 06-11, § 1, 12-12-2006)

Cross reference- Zoning, App. A.

State law reference-- Exception from zoning for sale of beer for off-premises consumption,
F.S. § 563.02(l)(a).

Sec. 4-18. - Entrance specifications for sales establishments.

No liquors shall be sold in any place of business or establishment unless the main entrance 
of such place of business or establishment is located on a platted and utilized public 
thoroughfare; provided, that if application for liquor license is made for a bar or package store to 
sell intoxicating liquors in any hotel or restaurant conforming to the requirements of F.S. § 
561.20(2) (which provides for nonquota liquor licenses), no license shall be issued unless access 
to such bar or package store shall be through the main lobby of the hotel or restaurant; and such 
bar or package store shall be operated within the confines of such hotel or restaurant and not be 
visible from any street or public thoroughfare. 

(Code 1962, § 4-14) 

Sec. 4-19. - Sale to specified classes prohibited.

No person licensed under the provisions of this chapter shall give, sell, serve, deliver or 
permit to be served any alcoholic beverages or liquors, including wines or beers, as follows:
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( l ) To a ny p e rs on less th a n t we nt y -on e (2 1) years of age, a c tu a ll y o r a pp a rentl y;

( 2) To any pe rs on w ho is int ox icated; 

(3) To a n y p atient und er t he sup erv i s io n o r co nt ro l o f any sta te h ospita l, w he th e r o n
furl o u g h o r o th e r w ise;

( 4) To an y p e rso n w h o is a ha bitual drunk a rd, a nd kn ow n to be s uch by th e ve nd er , afte r
no t ifica ti o n by th e s he riffs d e partm e nt ;

( 5) T o a ha bitual drunka rd kn ow  n to th e ve nd o r; nor to a ny p e rso n of int emp  era t e h abits
w he n s uc h dealer has bee n no tifi ed in w ritin g p ro tes tin g a ga in s t th e selling o r furni s hin g 
th e reof by the w ife , fa ther, moth  e r, broth e r o r s is te r o f s uch pe rso n o f i nt e mp era te 
ha bit s. 

(C od e 1 962, § 4 -15 )

State law reference- Sa le, e tc., to pe rs ons und e r 2 1 prohibited , F.S. § 562 .11 ; sa  les to ha bitual 
drunkard s, F. S . § 562 .50.

Sec. 4-20 . - Use, consumption o r po ss e ss ion of alc  o holic be verages in city owned civi c ce nte rs, 
bu  ildings , s tru c tures and on c ity-own  ed pre mi ses, pa rk s , and athl e ti c fi e ld s declared unl a wful.

(a) The use , consumption or pos se ss ion of any alcoholic be verag es on or in cit y-
own ed civic ce nt e rs , buildin gs , s tructur es and pr e mi ses, pa rk s and athl etic fi e ld s is 
hereby prohibited and de cla red t o be unl awful.

(b) No twiths tand i ng th e prohibition::> ::;e t fo11h in s ub sec ti o n ( a) above, th e C it y
C ommi  ss ion may s u sp end the op e ra ti o n o f s uch sub sec ti o n (a) by a duly e n ac t ed
Re s olution authori z ing the u se , c o n s umption or po ssess io n o f a lcoh  o lic b eve ra  ges
at reception  s , da nc es, ba z aars , carni va ls , c e lebrati o n s, civic fu nctions, fund rai sin g
end  eavors , city-s po n so r ed event s and o r other rel a te d activit  y of a communit y
n atur  e on or in c it y -o wn  e d ci v i c ce  nt ers, buildings, stru c tures and pre mi ses , pa rk s 
a nd athl etic fi eld s.

(c) In decidin g wh ethe r t o e n act a R eso luti o n , th e C ity Co mmi ss io n
shall con  sid e r the number a nd age of p ers ons lik  e ly to be in atte ndan  ce, th e
likeliho od of injury, the abilit y to pro vid e police and fir e protection, the abilit y to
provide me dic a l se rv ices  , th  e a bilit y t o im p l em ent effec tive crowd control
m eas ures , th e a vail a bility of sa  nita ry fa cilities , the lik  e liho od of accumulati o n of
litte r and/or de bri s, and th  e pro x imit  y o f loc a tion to religiou s o r e du c at io n al
ins t itution s , h os pita l s, youth or public r ecreation ce nt e rs o r a rea  s, pla y g round s, 
child care ce nt ers a nd res id e nti a l a reas.

(d) T h e C it y Manage r sha ll i ss ue a s pec ia l writt en p ermit, aft er a pproval
fr o m th e Cit  y Co mmi ssion , whi ch auth o ri zes th e u se, c o n sumption or possess io n
o f alcoholic be ve rages a t rec e ption s, sp o n so  red eve nts, o r o the r r e lat  ed a cti v ity on
o r in city -owned c i vic center s , buildings , s tructur es and premi se s, p ark  s and 
a thl e tic field s . T he Cit y Man  a ge r sh a ll es ta blis h an application and a proce dure t o
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review applications which shall include the Sheriff Department, Fire 
Department, and the Parks and Recreation Department. Applicants for a Special 
Pe1mit may be required to post a damage deposit that may be refundable, as 
follows:

0 to 50 people $100

51 to 100 people $150

101 to 150 people $200

151 to 200 people $250

201 or more people $500

by cash or cashier ' s check, as well as pay for police security and obtain event 
insurance covering liability and property damage naming the City of Fort Meade 
as an additional insured. Applicants for a Special Permit pursuant to the 
subsection shall pay a reasonable fee to be established by the City Manager, as 
well as all other rental fees associated with the facility and shall be required to 
present their request to the City Commission.

(e) In the event that the City Manager shall, in his/her discretion deem it necessary 
for police protection, the applicant shall coordinate with the local law 
enforcement agency for the number of minimum officers required as listed below 
and as indicated in subsection (c) above, bear the cost of said police protection. 
The minimum number of law enforcement officers that may be required are as 
follows :

0 to 100 people 2 Officers

101to150 people 3 Officers

151 to 200+ people 4 Officers

(f) All other expenses, such as City manpower, Fire Depaitment personnel and/or 
Parks and Recreation personnel shall be at the applicant's expense and shall be 
based on fees established by the City Manager and City Commission .
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