
Reconsideration 
0-85-22 

Introduced by Ben Ziff 
Member of Council 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 29, HOUSING 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 29.36, PROHIBITED ACTONS, TO ADD SECTION 
29.36.02, TENANT'S RIGHT TO PAY TO STAY. 

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio is one of only five states in the country that 
permits a residential landlord to file for eviction immediately upon non-payment of 
rent; and 

WHEREAS, unlike mortgage companies, residential landlords are allowed to 
refuse all future rent payments and commence eviction proceedings even if a tenant 
immediately recognizes the deficiency of payment and is able and willing to correct it; 
and 

WHEREAS, evictions for non-payment of rent lead to regional vulnerabilities 
that prolong economic instability, create educational impairments for children 
displaced by evictions, increase costs to the homeless system, and negatively impact 
community stability and relationships; and 

WHEREAS, eviction has been shown to cause a 70% increase in the 
likelihood of an evicted person using the emergency room, as well as an estimated 
$8,000 cost over two years, with costs being divided between emergency room use, 
homeless shelter use, and lost wages; and 

WHEREAS, studies have shown that eviction dramatically worsens mental 
health, with a 10% increase in the probability of hospitalization for a mental health 
condition in the two years after eviction; and 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Athens seeks to close this legal loophole 
by allowing tenants to cure a non-payment of rent by tendering the full amount owed, 
including reasonable late fees, court costs, and where applicable, reasonable 
attorney's fees prior to being evicted; and 

WHEREAS, should a tenant be able to pay all past due rent, late fees, court 
costs, and where applicable, reasonable attorney's fees to the landlord, the tenant 
should have an equitable right to redeem and maintain their tenancy; and 

WHEREAS, "Tenant's Right to Pay to Stay" will promote educational stability, 
decrease the burden on the human safety net, such as the shelter system, and 
ensure fairness by giving the courts and the community something tangible to 
reference; 










