CITY OF SOMERVILLE

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-18
In City Council August 26, 2021

Be it ordained by the City Council, in session assembled, that the Zoning Map of the City of
Somerville is hereby amended to change the zoning district of 92 Properzi Way (MBL 54-G-22)
by extending the Small Business Overlay to include the property.

Approved:




74 CITY OF SOMERVILLE

Office of Strategic Planning & Community Development

~ ZONING MAP AMENDMENT « APPLICATION FORM

Per Article 15.6.2 of the Somerville Zoning Ordinance (SZ0), an individual property owner or ten {10)
registered voters of the City of Somerville may petition the Somerville City Council to change the maps
of the Somerville Zoning Atlas in response to changes in City policy or real-world conditions. To submit a
map amendment petition to the City Council, the following must be provided:

1. A completed Zoning Map Amendment Application Form.

2. A copy of the appropriate Zoning Atlas map(s) with the proposed change(s) clearly noted.

3. Aletter addressed to the City Council including a description of the proposed changes and the
purpose for the petition. . '

Submit all required documents to: ' City Clerk's Office
' : ' 1%t Floor, City Hall
93 Highland-Avenue
Somerville, MA 02143

Prdperty to be changed

Property Address: 92 Properzi Way, Somerville, MA 02143

Map: 54 . Block: G Lot: 22
Property Address: _

Map: | Block: ‘ Lot:
Property Address:

Map: Block: Lot:
Property Address: v ,

Map: Block: ‘ Lot:
Property Address: . |

Map: : ' Block: Lot
Property Address: ‘

Map: Block: Lot:
Property Address:

Map: ' Block: Lot:
Propérty Address: '

Map: . Block: Lot:
Property Address:

Map: Block: ' _ Lot:

VER: July 13, 2020




{"g " CITY OF SOMERVILLE

. Office of Strategic Planning & Community Development

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ¢ APPLICATION FORM

Per Article 15.6.2 of the Somerville Zoning Ordinance (SZ0O), an individual property owner or ten {10)
registered voters of the City of Somerville may petition the Somerville City Council to amend the
provisions of the SZO in response to changes in City policy or real-world conditions. To submit a text
amendment petition to the City Council, the following must be provided:

1. A completed Zoning Text Amendment Application Form.
2. The proposed change(s) to the ordinance language. |dentifv tha nraner Artirle and Section

numbhberi(a} of the ardinance. Text to be removed must be ind new text must

be
3. Aeuer auuresseu w the City Council including a description of the proposed changes and the
purpose for the petition.

Submit all required documents to:
City Clerk’s Office
1% Floor, City Hall

93 Highland Avenue
Somerville, MA 02143

For an individual property owner:

f 7
Name: Moshe Safdie
Address: 92 Properzi Way, Somerville, MA 02143 Signaturg: b
\

;3

VER: July 13, 2020




John Long

From: Christopher Mulvey <cmulvey@safdiearchitects.com>

Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 9:25 AM

To: Planning1; City Clerk Contact

Cc: JT Scott

Subject: Submission of Zoning Map Amendment - 92 Properzi Way

Attachments: 210521 Letter to City Council.pdf; Somerville-Zoning-Atlas-Proposed Changes to 92 Properzi

Way.pdf; Zoning-Map-Amendment.pdf; Zoning Text Amendment - 92 Properzi Way.pdf; Grant
of Restriction.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Somerville Planning Division and the City Clerk,

On behalf of Mr. Moshe Safdie, property owner of 92 and 100 Properzi Way, | am kindly submitting a Zoning Map Amendment.
Attached, for your review, consideration and onward use, please find the following documents:

e Letter to City Council supporting our application

¢ Somerville Zoning Atlas Map with proposed changes {see pages 3 and 4)
e Zoning Map Amendment application

s Zoning Text Amendment application (with signature of property owner)
¢ Grant of Restriction (as referenced in the Letter to City Council)

Please confirm receipt of this email, kindly advise if any additional documents (and/or revisions to these documents) are
needed, and let us know next steps / timeline for the public meeting and approval . Thank you in advance.

Regards,
Chris

Christopher Muivey

Managing Principal
Safdie Architects




Safdie Architects Moshe Safdie

May 21, 2021
To the City Council of Somerville,

Thank you for your proactive efforts and leadership during these strange and unprecedently difficult
times that we are collectively facing. The city has been at the forefront of dealing with the Covid-19

situation and we are proud to have called Somerville our home for over 40 years.

In the past few months, pursuant to the City’s guidelines, we have begun a phased and measured return
to our office at 100 Properzi Way. We started with project teams that were in the early stages of design
that benefit from small in-person work sessions and interactions with physical models and large sets of

drawings. In consideration of the eventual return of our entire team, we have been actively re-planning
our current space to allow for social distancing and other means of ensuring a safe workplace, however

space is becoming a premium.

Fortunately, | own the adjacent property, at 92 Properzi Way. In 2016 we completed a major renovation
— we dutifully and faithfully restored the old cottage house that fronts Properzi Way to maintain the
character of the neighborhood and added a two-floor addition to the rear. The addition consists of an
open studio apartment on the first floor and an apartment on the second floor, where one of my

daughters currently resides.

We are proposing a Zoning Map Amendment to extend the “Small Business Overlay” to 92 Properzi Way
such that we can use the first-floor open studio as an expansion space for our architectural practice

(located next door at 100 Properzi Way).

Somerville
Jerusalem
Shanghai
Singapore
Toronto



SafdieArchitects Moshe Safdie

This would be a tremendous benefit to our team as it allows for further dedensification - i.e., spacing
out of workstations and workspaces. We anticipate having a team of 6-8 architects and>de_signers
working within the open studio space. We believe this would have no adverse impéct tothe
néighborhood as the general population of our office would remain relatively consistent, meaning there.
would be no increased foot or vehicular traffic. In fact, using the first floor as an architectural workspace
might in fact be less impactful to our neighbors than using it as a residence, as we’d be primarily using

the space during normal business hours. .

With the support of Alderman J.T. Scott we held a Zoom meeting with our neighbors and interésted
parties regarding the proposed amendment such that we could explain our intentions and solicit their
feedback. Upon my offer to apply a Grant of Restriction to the Deed to limit the types of uses which
would be allowed on the premises, as delineated in the attached draft, the neighbors agreed to support

our application,

As such, we kindly submit the attached application for review and cons'idération.
We look forward to the opportunity to present our applicatién to the City Council.
Warm regards,

Moshe Safdie

Founder, Safdie Architects

Somerville
Jerusalem
Shanghai
Singapore
Toronto
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS

CrTy COUNCIL
Docket # 211988
Public Communication Regular Meeting, August 26, 2021
Zoning Ordinance Item ID 24876

SUMMARY: Moshe Safdie proposing a zoning amendment to extend the Small Business
Overlay to his property at 92 Properzi Way.

COMPLETE TEXT:
See attachment.

RESULT: ORDINANCE ORDAINED. [UNANIMOUS]
AYES: Mbah, Rossetti, Strezo, White Jr., McLaughlin, Scott, Ewen-Campen,
Clingan, Niedergang, Davis, Ballantyne

ORDINANCE ORDAINED. BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOMERVILLE,
MA, AT A REGULAR MEETING ON THE 26th DAY OF AUGUST, 2021.

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MA, ON THE 1st DAY
OF SEPTEMBER, 2021.

ATTEST:

ZARNVS

Kimberly M. Wells, City Clerk

Printed On: September 3, 2021 Page 1 of 1



