
Ordinance # ;JD / d - f 9
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD TO AMEND PART II, CHAPTER 11 - 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES - ARTI  CLE JI - ALARM SYSTEMS,
TO PROVID E FOR PENALTIES ; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO PROVfD E FOR
SEVERAB  ILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE AN EFFEC  Tl VE DATE ;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

IT IS HER E BY ORDAINED by th e gove rn ing a uthorit y of the Cit y of S pri ngfie ld Cou nci l in a m ee ti ng asse mbled and 
p ur s uant to l awful auth or ity th e reof,

The text of PART 11, C HAPTER 11 , ART ICLE II of the C it y of Spr in g field Georgia Municipal Code is delet ed in its entiret y 
a nd replaced as fo ll ows:

C H AP T ER 11 - EME RGENCY MANAGEMEN T AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES

A RTI C LE II. ALARM SYSTE MS

Sec. 11-1 9. Purp ose.

Es tablished to di sco urage excessive false a larms at any sing le res idence o r commercial location , enhance th e safe ty o f officers 
of the cit y pol ice and fire departm ents, protect t he live s and prope rty of the ci tizen s of the c ity , reduce unn ecess ary use or 
pol ic e and fir e de partm en t resou rces , and prod uce reven ues to defray th e costs of police and ti re department res ponses to fa lse 
ala rm s, a fa lse a larm se r vic e fee is hereby es tabl is hed.

Sec. I 1-20. Definition s.

T he follow i ng term s , when use d in thi s sec tion , s ha ll have th e mea ning s asc ri bed be low:

A larm Svst e m - means an assembly of eq uipm e nt and devices arra nged to signal th e pr ese nce of a ha za rd req uirin g urge nt 
a tt e nt io n by th e c it y po li ce a nd/ o r tire depa rtm e nt.

Fa lse alar m - m ea ns a n a l arm and a lar m s ignal e l iciting no tifi ca ti on to and respon se by th e po li ce or tir e departm ent when 
t he re is no evi d e nce of a crime , tire, o r ot her activ ity that warrants a ca ll for im mediate po li ce or fir e de partm e nt ass ist<1nce an d 
no perso n who was on o r ne ar th e property o r has viewed a video co mmuni cat io n fr o m th e prope rty called for th e po li ce o r fi re 
d ispa tch or confir med the need fo r poli ce or fire department assistance. " Fa lse a larm " doc s not include an a larm s ig nal caused 
by vio lent cond iti ons of nature or ot her ex traordina ry ci rcumsta nces beyo nd t he control of the a larm user (i.e. , act s o f God ).

Sec. I 1-21. Fees fo r fal se a larm s.

The owner or lessee o f a ny res ide n t ia l o r co mm e rcia l prop erty w ith an a lar m system sha ll pa y to the Ci t y o f S prin g fi e ld a rec 
for eac h fa lse a larm res po nded to by th e po li ce o r fire d epartm e nts w ithin a ca lenda r yea r. For t he tir st th ree a lflrrn s t her e shal l 
be no fee , but a wa rnin g s ha ll be given. For the fo urth and a ll furth e r res pon ses in a ny ca lendar year , th e fo ll o win g fees s hal I 
apply:

Nu mber of false a lar m s

4-6
7-9
I 0-15 
In excess of 15

Respon se fee per ca ll

$ 150.0 0
$3 00 .0 0
$400.00 
$500.00

Pay me nt of fees fo r fa lse alarms s hall be d ue and payable w ithin thirty (30) da ys of the dat e of the notic e . Wh r n pa yment o f 
fees fo r fals e a lar m ha s not been paid w it hin thirt y (30) days of the date of the notice I 0% inter es t shall be appl ied , \\' ith an 
a dd itio nal I 0% interes t eve ry th i rt y (30) days th a t the ba la nce is unpaid.
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Sec. I 1-22. Exce ption s.

Eac h o f th e following circumstances shall not co nst itut e a false a larm and no fe e shal l be assessed:

(a) Alarm co ndition s ac ti va te d by a person wo rkin g on th e alarm sys tem w ith prior notification to th e cit y police 
and /o r fir e d epa rtm ent. 

(b) Alarm s whi c h ca n be sub s ta nti a te d as be in g activated by e lec trical int e rrupti o ns, fl oods , s torm cond it ions , or ot her 
natural di saste rs. 

(c) Alar ms re lated to a ny " Life A lert" t y pe dev ice d es ig ned to no ti fy e mer ge ncy se r vices of indi vidu als with spec ial 
needs .

Sec. I 1.23. App ea l.

Any ow ner or lessee of an alarmed pr  emi se m ay appeal th e assessme nt of a fa lse a larm se rvice fee. Such appeal s hall be in 
writin g and filed with the city mana ger w ithin ten da ys of the notifi ca ti o n of th e a ssess ment. Upo n appea l, th e city manager 
may con sid er the facts and c ir c um stanc es of the false alarm (i.e. , wheth e r th e fa lse alarm was caused by v io len t cond itions or 
natur e or ot h er extrao rdina1 y circumstances beyo nd th e con trol of th e alarm user) , and other re leva nt in for m at io n.

Sec. 11 .24. Maintenanc e to minimi ze false a la rm s; res ponse by ow ner o f commerc ial prop er t y.

The owner or lessee of any residential or co mm erci a l prop erty w ith an alar m sys tem s ha ll maintain th e premises and alar m 
sys tem in a manner that w ill minimi ze or e limin ate false a larm s. T he owner o r less ee of any co mm er cia l propert y wit h an alilrm 
sys te m slrnll re s pond o r ca use their repr ese n tatives to app ea r at the syste m loca ti o n w ithin a reasonable peri od of tim e when 
notifi ed by th e c ity police or fire department o r mo nitor in g co mpan y to provide access to th e pre m ises. deactivate th e alarm 
sys te m, or provide sec urity at the alarm loc ati o n.

Sec. I 1.25. Fai lur e to pay.

T he payment o f fa lse a larm se r vice fees billed to a bu s in ess is a condition of th at b us in ess operat in g w it hin th e city. T he c it y 
manager is aut ho ri zed to w ithh o ld iss uin g o r renew in g a bu s in ess li ce nse or bu sin ess tax ce rtifi cate to a bus in ess whi ch ha s 
failed to pay a false a la rm serv ice fee . Any business which operate s or co ntinu es to operate w ithin t he c it y when its bu s in ess 
ce rtifi cate o r li cense has bee n w ithh e ld for no npa yme nt of th e fal se a larm se rvice fee wi ll be d ee m ed to be operat in g witho ut a 
ce rti ficate or li ce nse, a nd will be s ubj ect t o th e penalti es resulting th ere from.

Sec. I 1. 26 . Effec ti ve date.

T hi s ordina nce sha ll become effect ive on th e 1 '1 day of February 20 13.

Sec. 11 .27 . All ordinances o r parts of o rdin ances in co nfli ct with thi s ordinance are here by repea led.

APPROVED thi s 14'" day of Dece mb e r, 20 12.

C I T Y OF SP RINGFIELD

~~a,~ ~
Barton A. Alde rm a n, Mayo r

ATT EST :

~JfJ~
Linda T . Rineair , C ity C ler k
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