
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF DORCHESTER ) 
ORDINANCE NUMBER 19- 32 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
DORCHESTER COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, BY AMENDING AND 
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 4 ANIMALS, SECTIONS 4-1THROUGH4-20 

WHEREAS, Dorchester County Council wishes to amend and supplement the Code of 
Ordinances, Dorchester County, South Carolina, as set forth in the attached which reflects 
additions and deletions to various Sections of Chapter 4, Animals. 

NOW, THERFORE, be it Ordained by Dorchester County Council, duly assembled, that 
Chapter 4 is hereby amended and supplemented so that upon third and final reading, Chapter 4, 
Animals, Sec. 4-1 through Sec. 4-20, inclusive, shall read as set forth on the attached. 

Except as specifically amended herein, the Dorchester County Code of Ordinances shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

Approved and adopted this 9th day of December 
~--

First Reading: 10/21/2019 
Second Reading: 11/18/2019 
Public Hearing: 12/09/2019 
Third Reading: 12/09/2019 

ATTEST: 

, 2019. 



CHAPTER 4 - ANIMALS 

Sec. 4-1. - Short title; authority and purpose of provisions; repealing of an existing 
ordinance. 

This chapter shall be referred to as the "Dorchester County Animal Control Ordinance" and 
is enacted under the home rule powers of the county council to regulate animals and animal 
owners and keepers in the interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the county. 

Sec. 4-2. - Definitions. 

The following words, te1ms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Animal means a dog or a cat, any bird, reptile, rodent or other animal having an identifiable 
owner or keeper, brute creatures, livestock and poultry, or any skunk, raccoon, opossum or fox 
which intrudes upon either residential property or public prope1ty where the humane trapping 
and removal of the animal has been requested by the owner, his agent or tenant, or the relevant 
government body. 

Animal at large means any animal, other than a non-fertile cat, which is not under the 
control, custody, charge or possession of the owner or other responsible person, by leash, chain, 
effective voice command, secure fence or other means of confinement or restraint. 

Animal control officer means an employee of the county who has been designated as a 
person for the enforcement of this chapter. 

Community Services Director means an employee of the county who has as part of his duties 
to plan, direct, and supervise all programs and activities of the animal control depa1tment. 

Council means the county council. 

Cruelty means causing death or unjustifiable pain or suffering to any animal by an act, 
omission, or neglect. 

Dangerous animal means any animal that has shown the propensity to attack a person or 
another animal, has attacked without provocation a person or another animal, or which has been 
trained to attack on command. 

Effective voice command means voice control by a competent person which at all times 
prevents the animal subject to the voice control from running at large or othe1wise violating the 
provisions of this chapter. 

Keeper means any person or corporation possessing or having custody of an animal. 
























