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ORDINANCE NO. 03-2021 

AN  OR D IN ANC E  T O  AMEND  TH E  C ODE  OF  OR D INANC ES ,  C ITY  O F 

N O R C R O S S , GEOR G IA,  BY  R EGU LAT ING  AND  P R OH IB IT IN G S TR EET 

R AC IN G A ND K NOW ING AS S IS TANC E  O F  S AM E;  T O   P R O V I D E   F O R 

P E N A L T I E S ;   TO  P R OV IDE  FOR  R EP EA L O F  C O NF LIC T ING  

OR D INANC ES ; TO P R OV IDE  FOR  AN ADOP T IO N A ND  EF FEC T IVE  DATE;  

TO P R OV IDE  F OR C OD IF IC AT ION; AN D  TO P R OV IDE F OR  OT HER  

LAW F U L P UR P OS ES

WHE RE AS , the Ma yo r and C ouncil o f the C it y of Norcross are char ged with protection of the 

public h ealth, safet y and welf are  within the C it y of  Norcross; and

WHE RE AS , pursuant to O.C .G.A. § 40-6-186, no person shall drive a n y vehicl e on a 

highwa y in the S tate of Geor gia in an y ra ce, speed competition or con test, dra g rac e o r acc eleration

contest, test of ph ysic al enduran ce, ex hibition of speed or a ccele ration or for the purpose o f

makin g a speed r ecord, and no p er son shall in an y manne r participate in an y such rac e, competition 

of  speed, contest of sp eed,  or test or ex hibition of speed; and

WHE RE AS , pursuant to O.C .G.A. § 40-6-251, no driver of an y motor v ehicle shall operat e the 

vehicle upon the pub lic streets, highw a ys, pu blic or private drivew a ys , airport runwa ys, or 

parkin g lots in such a manner as to c re ate a d an ge r to persons or p ropert y b y intentionall y or 

unnecessa ril y c ausing the vehicle to move in a z igz ag or circula r cour se or to gyr ate or spin around, 

ex cept to av oid a collision or injur y o r dama ge; and

WHE RE AS , pursuant to O.C .G.A. § 32-4-92, a municipalit y ma y r e gula te and control the use of 

the public roads on its municipal street sys tem and on portions of the count y road s ystems

ex tending within  the corpor ate limits of the municipalit y; and

WHE RE AS , street racin g and re ckless driving ex hibitions and activities have been increasing in 

cities across the countr y and are an immediate thr eat to publ ic safet y an d a nuisance to 

neighbor hoods and com muters using va rious modes of transport ation; and

WHE RE AS , multiple deaths of innocent childre n have occurr ed in other cit ies due to the 

enga gement in stre et ra cing and  reckl ess driving e x hibitions; and

WHE RE AS , the City of Atlanta and the City of Sandy Springs in the state of Georgia and cities 

across the country, such as Dallas, S tockton, S a n Die go, S acr amento, K ansas Cit y, Albuqu erque,

Mil waukee, and La s Ve gas, have en acted o rdinances to prohibit street racin g ex hi biti ons, including 

the prohibition of non-driver  or spectator p articipatio n therein; and

WHE RE AS , the C it y of Norcross has r e c e n t l y ex perienced an incr easin g oc curren ce of such 

activities; and
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WHE RE AS , these activities have caus ed multiple occ urrenc es of public stre ets being shut down 

and made impassable, as well as dama ge to priv ate prop erties and loud noises during late-night 

hours; and

WHE RE AS , in addition to prohibiting and pe naliz ing street ra cing an d reckless drivin g

ex hibitions, it is also necess ar y to p rohibit and pen aliz e the or ganiz ation of, and participation in, 

such a ctivities, which draw l ar ge numbe rs of sp ect ators, causin g a disturbance of the p ea ce and a 

thre at to public saf et y; and

WHE RE AS , establishing an ordin ance to prohib it the or ganiz ation of an d participation in street 

r acin g ex hibitions and activities, as defined her ein, would enable the Norcross P olice D epartment

to more eff ectivel y comb at the occur renc e of such b e havior; and

WHE RE AS , in the interests of public safet y and ensuring the well-bein g of motorists and 

pedestrians, it is nec essa r y to amend the C it y of Norcross C ode of Ordin ances to p rohibit the 

organiz ation of and  participation in street ra c ing and r eckless d riving ex hibitions.

N O W , T HE RE FORE , the Mayor and C oun c il o f the C ity of Norcross, Geor g ia, do her e by o r da in

as follows:

An Amendment to the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, entitled “Traffic and Vehicles,” 

Article I entitled “In General.”

ENACTING CLAUSE.  The Mayor and City Council of the City of Norcross, Georgia, hereby 

ordains that the adopted Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended as more particularly set forth 

below.  It is the intention of the Mayor and City Council, and it is hereby ordained that the 

following provisions shall become and be made a part of the Code of the City of Norcross, and 

the Sections in the Code in the Ordinance be renumbered to accomplish that intention.

I. AMENDMENT.

T h at th e Cod e of Ordin an ces, City of Norcross, Georgia, is h ereb y amen d ed b y revisin g

Ch ap ter 34 entitled “Traffic and Vehicles,” Article I, entitled “In General,” t o a d d a n ew

Section 34-6 entitled “S tre et Racin g an d Reck less Dr ivin g E xhib ition s,” which reads as 

f ollow s:

“Sec. 34-6. St re e t Racing and  Re ckl e s s Driving E xhib it ions

(a) Definitions. As used herein, the following terms shall have the means ascribed to them 

below:

“Illegal Street Racing or Reckless Driving Exhibition” shall mean a motor vehicle 

speed contest using public highways, streets, or rights of way in violation of applicable 

motor vehicle and traffic laws, including, without limitation, O.C.G.A. §§ 40-6-186, 40-6-
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251 and 40-6-390. Illegal Street Racing or Reckless Driving Exhibition may include, but 

is not limited to, situations in which: (1) a group of motor vehicles or individuals has 

arrived at a location for the purpose of participating in the event; (2) a group of individuals 

has gathered on private property open to the general public without the consent of the 

owner, operator, or agent thereof for the purpose of participating in the event; (3) one or 

more individuals has impeded the free public use of a public street, sidewalk or highway 

by actions, words, or physical barriers for the purpose of conducting the event; (4) two or 

more vehicles have lined up with motors running for an illegal motor vehicle speed contest 

or exhibition of speed; (5) one or more drivers is revving his engine or spinning his tires in 

preparation for the event; or (6) an individual is stationed at or near one or more motor 

vehicles serving as a race starter

“Organizer” shall mean any individual who in any manner knowingly takes part in 

the planning, organization, coordination, facilitation, advertising, or sharing of the location 

for any such illegal street race or collect moneys in connection with an Illegal Street Racing 

or Reckless Driving Exhibition, as defined herein.

“Participant” shall mean any individual who is knowingly present at an Illegal 

Street Racing or Reckless Driving Exhibition for the purpose of actively taking part in the 

event, through conduct including, but not limited to: riding in a race vehicle as a passenger; 

assisting the Organizers and/or drivers in carrying out or promoting the event; taking video 

or photographic images for the purpose of promoting and/or profiting from the event (also 

known as a “spectator”); or exchanging money or anything of value with any driver, car 

owner, Organizer or other Participant in connection with the event. For the purpose o f t h is

d e f i n it i on , a p e r s o n w h o i s a m e r e b ys t a n d e r , p a s s e r b y, o r o b s e r v e r n o t a w a r e o f t h e il l e ga l

a c t i v i t y s h a l l n ot b e d e e m e d a Pa r t i c i p a n t . 

(b) Violations.

1. No person shall knowingl y act as an Or ganiz er of an Illegal Street Ra cing o r

Reckless Drivin g Ex hibition, as defined h erein.

2. Ex cept as provided elsewhere in this Article, no person shall knowingl y act as 

a Particip ant in, or spectator of, an Illegal Street Racing or Reckless Driving 

Exhibition, as defined herein.

3. Ex emption. Nothing in this Article prohibits l aw enforc ement offi cers o r their 

a gents from b ein g P articipants or spect ators at a n Illegal Street Racing or Reckless 

Driving Exhibition in the course of their o fficial duties.

4. This Article shall not ap pl y to licensed or dul y a uthoriz ed racetr acks, dr a g strips, 

other  d esign at ed  areas  s et  aside  b y pro per  authoriti es  fo r  such purposes.

5. In all cases of violations of this Ordinance, the individual charged shall appear in 

municipal court. For violation of this Ordinance, prepayment of a fine without 

appearance shall not be permitted.
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(c)  Penalties. 

Violations of this Article shall be punished as follows:

1. Organizers and those driving motor vehicles shall be punished by a f i n e n o t 

e x c e e d i n g $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 , i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r a t e r m n o t e x c e e d i n g s i x m o n t h s , o r 

a n y c o m b i n a t i o n t h e r e o f , s u b j e c t t o a l l l i m i t a t i o n s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e C h a r t e r o f 

t h e   C i t y   o r   a p p l i c a b l e   s t a t e   l a w . 

2. All other Participants shall be punished by a f i n e n o t e x c e e d i n g $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 , 

i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r a t e r m n o t e x c e e d i n g s i x m o n t h s , o r a n y c o m b i n a t i o n 

t h e r e o f , subject to all limitations contained in the Charter of the City or 

applicable state law.

3. Any motor vehicle used in Illegal Street Racing or Reckless Driving Exhibition 

as defined in this Article may be removed and impounded by police to the extent 

authorized by applicable state law, including, without limitation, O.C.G.A. 

§40-6-206, or pursuant to a warrant issued by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

An impounded vehicle may be held in impound for not less than thirty (30) days 

or final adjudication of the case, to the maximum extent allowed under state 

law.

(d)  Proving a Violation.

Relevant circumstances to prove a violation. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

to prove a violation of this Article, admissible evidence ma y includ e, but is not limited to, 

an y of the  following:

1. The time of day;

2. The nature and description of the scene;

3. The number of people at the scene;

4. The location of the individual charged in relation to any individual or group 

present at the scene;

5. The number and description of motor vehicles at the scene;

6. That the individual charged drove or was transported to the scene;

7. That the individual charged has previously participated in an Illegal Street 

Racing or Reckless Driving Exhibition;

8. That the individual ch ar ged has p reviousl y aide d and ab etted a n

Illegal Street Racing or Reckless Driving Exhibition;
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9. That the individual ch a rged has previousl y o r ganiz ed an Illegal Street 

Racing or Reckless Driving Exhibition; or

10. That the individual ch ar ged previousl y w as pr es ent at a location wh ere

prepar ations wer e bein g made for an Illegal Street Racing or Reckless 

Driving Exhibition or where an Illegal Street Racing or Reckless Driving 

Exhibition was in progres s.”

III. REPEALER. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

IV. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately and shall remain in effect until revised or 

repealed by further action by the Mayor and Council of the City of Norcross.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and cause this seal to be affixed this ____

day of _______________, 2021.

______________________________________

Craig Newton, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

Monique Lang, City Clerk

(SEAL)




