
ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE I OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE TOWN OF FOREST CITY 

NORTH CAROLINA

Sec. 3-4. - Definitions. (chan  ges to thi s se ction ar  e in r e d )

The following words, term s and phrases, when u se d in this chapter, shall ha  ve the meanings 
ascribed to them in th is sectio n , except where the contex  t clearl y indicates a different meaning:
Abandon means to forsake or re lease an animal previously in the custody or pos  sess ion of a
person w ith out providing for the adequate, continued care of the anima l.
A nimal m eans any nonhuman ve rtebrate creature . Unless otherwise excepted, the term animal
includes, but is not limited to, dogs , cats, rabbits, fow l , chickens, horses, cows and goats.
Animal control officer mean s the Town of Forest City emp l oyee de s ignated by the chief of police
to enforce vio lati ons of this chapte r.
Animal shelter means any premi ses de  s ignated by the town for admitting and caring for all
animals found running at large or otherwi se impounded in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter.
At large means an animal roaming unrestrained beyond the owner's exclusive control. 
Chief of police means the chief of police of the Town of Forest City or his/ her de signee. 
Dangerous animals means:

(1) An animal that:
a. Without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a perso n; or 
b. Is determined by the chief of police to be a potentially dangerous animal. 

(2) Any animal owned or harbored primaril y or in part for the purpose of an imal fighting 
or any animal trained for animal fighting.
Days means calendar days , unless otherwi se s tated herein. 
Dome s ticated means any animal traditionally kept , cared for , sh e ltered , fed or harbored for use a s
a companion animal.
E lectronic fe nce is a fe nce t ha t co ntrol s th e m ove me nt o f a dog by em i tt ing an e lec  t r ica l shock
w he n th e anim a l wea rin g th e co ll a r nea rs th e bo und ary of th e owne r ' s, kee pe r ·s o r har  borer ' s 
pro pe r ty.
Exotic pet is any an ima l that is not classified as dome  s ticated, li vestoc k or a wild animal. Thi s
definition does not include feral anim a ls.
Feral means an animal of a s pecies normally domesticated that ha s reverted to a wild state. 
Fowl means any bird traditionally associated with sport , farming or production including , but not
limit  ed to poultry and game birds .
Harboring an animal mean s feeding or shel tering an an ima l seven (7) days or more unle ss the
animal is being boarded for a fee.
Impounded mean s any animal , wh ich taken into the cu s tod y of an officer of the Forest City
Police Department, animal control officer, or an an im a l she lte r contro ll ed by e ith er the Town of 
Forest City, Rutherford Co un ty, or another governmental entity.
Ke nnel means any person , partnership or corporation currently li ce  nsed by the state departm e nt
of agriculture and engaged in the business of boarding , breeding, buying, letting for hire , training 
for a fee or selling dogs and / or cats.
Owner mean s any person who or legal e ntit y that has a posses sory property right in an anima l or
harbors an animal or has it in hi s/ her care, custody or contro l, or knowingly permits said animal



to remain on any premises occupied by him or he r. Presumption of ownership may be rebutted 
by proof that suc  h person ha s no propert  y right in the animal, is neither harb or  in g nor caring for 
the animal and , in the case of a do g, is not the lic ensed owner. Owner does not include 
veterinari ans or commercial kenn e l operators , temporaril y maintainin g on their premises for a 
period of less than thirty (30) days , animals owne d b y other person s.
Owner's real property means any real property owned or leased by the owner of the animal , but
does not include any public right-of-w  ay or a common area of a condominium , apartment 
complex or townhouse dev e lopm ent.
Pet means any dome s ticated animal kept for pleasure as opposed to utility. A police dog or a dog
assisting th  e blind or deaf is not considered a pet. A dog kept as a guard dog is considered a pet.
Potentially dangerous animal means an animal that the animal control officer or the chief of
police designee determines to have :

( 1) Inflicted a bite on a p erso n that re s ult ed in broken bones or disfiguring lacera  tion s or 
required cosmetic surgery or hospita li zat ion ; 
(2) Killed or inflicted severe injur y upon a domestic animal when not on the owner's real 
prope rt y ; 
(3) A ppro ached a p e r so n when not on the owner's property in a v icious or terrorizing 
manner in an apparent attitude of attack .

Secur e enclosure means an e nclo s ure from which an animal cannot escape by me  a ns of digging
under or jumpin  g over the enclosure or otherwise becoming free unless freed by the owner-:-A
motor vehicle s hall n ot constitute a secure encl os ure . Minimum space and height requirements 
ttRE!-e+her-specifications for secure enclosures shall be o btained from the animal co ntrol 
s-1:1pervisor based up on the breed, age , heighl.,-and weight of the animal.
Secure fenc e m eans a locked or e lec tri c fe nce th a t is sec ure to contain a particul ar dog a t all
times.
Severe injwy means any ph  ysica l injury th at results in broken bon es or di sfiguri ng laceration s or
require cosmetic surgery or hospitali za  tion .
Tether means fastening an animal so that it can range only wi thin a set radius. 
Vicious animal mean  s if without provocation, the animal bites, attempts to bite or attacks humans
or other animal s and/or any animal w hose behavior, temperament, s i ze , or any combination 
thereof, when considered under the tot  a lity of th e circumstance , constitutes a rea so nable risk of 
injuring a human or animal.
Wild animal means any animal which can normall y be found in the wild state, particularly those
fe ral , dangerous or non-domesticated animals which generally do not live in or about the 
habitation of humans , including, but not limited to , dee  r, lions , monkey s , raccoons , skunks , 
squirrels, tigers , venomous snakes and wolf hybrids .

Section 3-12. Restraint of Animals ( n ew a ddition to section 3-12)

c . Sec ur e e ncl os ur  es must be mad e o ut of c hain li nk o r so m e thin g s imi la r, ta ller than th e a nimal 
th a t w ill be kept in them a nd prevent their esca pe . An e lec  tronic fe nc e is a lso allowed .

d . Pens o r sec  ure e nc losures mu st be at leas t I 00 squ a re feet in s ize . For do me s t icated a n i ma ls 
ove r 80 po und s mu st be pro v id ed w ith a n ad dition a l 50 sq uare feet. For eac  h ad diti o na l d og 
in s id e the e nc lo s ur e , fift y squ are fee t of s pace for exe rc ise mu s t be added p e r dog .



e. D o m es ti ca te d Anim  a ls m ay o nl y b e te th e re d w ith a ca  bl e or tro ll ey sys te m ; own  e rs cann o t ti e 
th e ir d o m es tic a te d a nim a l to trees, p os ts, o r s takes .

f. It s h a ll b e unl awful fo r a res p o ns ibl e p a rt y to te th er a d o m es ti ca ted a nim a l w hil e o utd oo rs 
e xce pt w h e n a ll the fo ll ow  in g co nditi o n s are m e t:

( 1) T h e dom es ti ca  te d a nim a l is n o t te th ere  d m ore than 2 hours in an y co ntinu o us 
12-h o ur p e ri od . 

(2) Th  e dom es ti ca  te d a nimal mu s t be ove r 6 m o nth s of age a nd in g ood h ea  lth . 
(3) T h e te th e r is c o nn ec te d to th e d o m es tic a te d anim a l w ith a buckl e ty pe c o ll a r 

o r a body h arn ess m ade of n y lo n o r lea  th e r n o t less than o n e in  c h in w idth a nd 
is o n e in c h g reate r th an th e do m es  ti ca  t e d anim a l's n ec k o r to r so. 

( 4) T h e teth  e r h as th e fo ll ow in g properties :
a . A m i n j mum t we lve-foo t le n g th 
b . A sw  ive l ty p e te rmin a ti o n a t b o th e nd s 
c. is not m a d e o f c h a in 
d. I s fa b r ica  ted of a m a te ri a l th a t pr  eve nt s tang les 

( 5 ) Th  e d o m es ti ca te d a nimal is n o t h o u se  d o uts id e durin g ex tr e m e we  a th e r 
includin  g , b ut n o t limite d to, ex tre m e h ea t , te m pera tures be lo w 32 d egree  s 
Fahr  e nh e it , h a il , to rn a d oes, tro p ica l s to rm s , o r hurri can es . 

(6) T h e d o m es ti ca ted a nim  a l h as access to wa  te r, foo d , a nd s h e lte r. 
( 7 ) An  y pu l ley, runnin g lin e , o r t ro ll ey sys te m to whi c h th e te th e r is a tt  ac h e d s h a ll 

be n o less th a n 15 feet in le n g th and n o m o re th a n seve  n feet a b ove gro und.

Section 3-14. General Animal C are (new section)

a . No ow n e r or k eepe  r s h a ll fa il to p ro v id e s u ch pe rso n' s anim a ls w ith s u ffic ie nt w h o leso me 
food , cl ea n wa te r, p ro p e r s h e lt e r, an d p ro te cti o n fr o m th e wea  th e r. A n ow  n e r o r kee pe r o f 
a nim a ls s ha ll pro v id e a cl ea n s h e lt e r a r ea fr ee of ac c u mul a te d w as  t e and d e bri s.

b . Ade  qu a te s h e lt  e r mu  s t b e pr  ov id e d : po rt ab le pe t carri e r s , w ir  e cra tes, pe t tax is , a nd me ta l 
b arre ls do no t co unt as o utd oo r she  lte r fo r do m est i ca te d an ima ls. D urin g th e w in te r 
m o nth s, thi s m eans three wa ll s , a roof, an e n t r ance covered b y Oexi b le, w ind p roof 
m a te ri a l, an  d d ry b e ddin g s uc h as s tr aw dee p e n o u g h for a do m es ti ca te d a nim a l to b urro w. 
Durin  g th e r es t o f th e yea r, th e d o m es ti ca te d a nim a ls mu s t h ave access to s h e lt  e r s h a d e d 
b y trees  , a ro of, a ta rp , o r ta rp-lik  e m ate ri a l fo r cove  r and s h a d e.

Section 3-15 . Violation (new section)

Ex c e pt as prov  id e d b y t h e No r t h Caro lin a Ge n era  l S ta tutes , if an  y p e r so n s h a ll v io la te thi s A rti c le , 
h e/ s h e s h a ll be g uilty of a n in frac ti o n a nd s h a ll be s ubj ec  t t o a fin e i n th e a m o unt of $50. 
C it  a ti o ns m ay b e iss u e d for eac h d ay th e o ffe nse co ntinu es unti l th e p ro hibit  e d ac tivity is c ease d 
o r a b a ted .

T hi s o rd in ance was approved o n M arch 4 , 20 19 a n d w ill go int  o effec t o n Jul y 1, 20 19.
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