
ORDINANCE NO. O-2021-006

ESTABLISHING A CURFEW FOR MINORS UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE TO 

PROHIBIT BEING IN ANY PUBLIC PLACE BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 12 

MIDNIGHT AND 6 A.M., PROVIDING AN ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURE; 

ESTABLISHING CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR MINORS AND FOR PARENTS OF 

MINORS; AND ADOPTING CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS; AND ESTABLISHING A 

PENALTY OF A FINE NOT LESS THAN FIFTY DOLLARS NOR MORE THAN FIVE 

HUNDRED DOLLARS.

_____________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, person under the age of eighteen are particularly susceptible by their lack 

of maturity and experience to participate in unlawful activities and to be victims of older 

perpetrators of crime; and

WHEREAS, the City of Shavano Park considers it an obligation to provide for and 

promote the protection of minors from each other and from other persons, for the 

enforcement of parental control of and parental and otherwise legal guardian 

responsibility for minors , for the protection of the general public, and for the reduction 

of the incidence of juvenile criminal activity; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the effect that curfew might have on the 

community and on problems such as criminal activity and mischief caused by those 

under the age of eighteen during the curfew hours that this ordinance is intended to 

remedy; and

WHEREAS, it is the belief that a curfew for those under eighteen years of age will be 

in the interest of the public health, safety and general welfare, and will help to attain 

the foregoing objectives and to diminish the undesirable impact of such conduct on the 

citizens of the City of Shavano Park.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SHAVANO PARK, TEXAS:

I 
CODE AMENDMENT 

ARTICLE VI. - CURFEW FOR MINORS 

Sec. 22-151. - Definitions.

T h e   f o l l o w i n g   w o r d s ,   t e r m s   a n d   p h r a s e s ,   w h e n   u s e d   i n   t h i s   a r t i c l e ,   s h a l l   h a v e   
t h e   m e a n i n g s   a s c r i b e d   t o   t h e m   i n   t h i s   s e c t i o n ,   e x c e p t   w h e r e   t h e   c o n t e x t   c l e a r l y   
i n d i c a t e s   a   d i f f e r e n t   m e a n i n g : 



M i n o r   s h a l l   m e a n   a n y   p e r s o n   w h o   i s   t e n   ( 1 0 )   y e a r s   o f   a g e   o r   o l d e r   a n d   u n d e r   
s e v e n t e e n   ( 1 7 )   y e a r s   o f   a g e . 

P a r e n t   s h a l l   m e a n   a   p e r s o n   w h o   i s   t h e   n a t u r a l   o r   a d o p t i v e   p a r e n t   o f   a   p e r s o n .   
A s   u s e d   h e r e i n ,   " p a r e n t "   s h a l l   i n c l u d e   a   c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d   g u a r d i a n   o r   o t h e r   p e r s o n   1 8   
y e a r s   o f   a g e   o r   o l d e r ,   o r   b y   t h e   c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d   g u a r d i a n   t o   h a v e   c a r e   a n d   c u s t o d y   o f   
a   p e r s o n . 

G u a r d i a n   s h a l l   m e a n   a n y   p e r s o n   t o   w h o m   c u s t o d y   o f   a   m i n o r   h a s   b e e n   g i v e n   b y 
a   c o u r t   o r d e r . 

E m e r g e n c y   s h a l l   i n c l u d e ,   b u t   [ i s ]   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o ,   f i r e ,   n a t u r a l   d i s a s t e r ,   a n   
a u t o m o b i l e   a c c i d e n t ,   o r   o b t a i n i n g   i m m e d i a t e   m e d i c a l   c a r e   f o r   a n o t h e r   p e r s o n . 

P u b l i c   p l a c e   m e a n s   a n y   p l a c e   t o   w h i c h   t h e   p u b l i c   o r   a   s u b s t a n t i a l   g r o u p   o f   t h e   
p u b l i c   h a s   a c c e s s   a n d   i n c l u d e s ,   b u t   i s   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o ,   s t r e e t s ,   h i g h w a y s   a n d   t h e   
c o m m o n   a r e a s   o f   s c h o o l s ,   h o s p i t a l s ,   a p a r t m e n t s ,   h o u s e s ,   o f f i c e   b u i l d i n g s ,   t r a n s p o r t   
f a c i l i t i e s   a n d   s h o p s . 

Sec. 22-152. - Offenses.

( a ) I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   m i n o r   t o   r e m a i n ,   w a l k ,   r u n ,   s t a n d ,   d r i v e   o r   r i d e   
a b o u t   i n   o r   u p o n   a n y   p u b l i c   p l a c e   i n   t h e   C i t y   o f   S h a v a n o   P a r k   b e t w e e n   t h e   
h o u r s   o f   1 2 : 0 0   a . m .   ( m i d n i g h t )   a n d   6 : 0 0   a . m .   i n   t h e   m o r n i n g . 

( b ) I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   t h e   p a r e n t   h a v i n g   l e g a l   c u s t o d y   o f   a   m i n o r   t o   a l l o w   
o r   p e r m i t   t h e   m i n o r   t o   b e   i n   v i o l a t i o n   o f   t h e   c u r f e w   i m p o s e d   i n   s u b s e c t i o n   
( a )   o f   t h i s   s e c t i o n . 

Sec. 22-153. - Defenses. 

I t   i s   a n   a f f i r m a t i v e   d e f e n s e   t o   p r o s e c u t i o n   u n d e r   S e c t i o n   2 - 1 5 2   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   t h a t : 

( 1 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   a c c o m p a n i e d   b y   h i s   o r   h e r   p a r e n t . 

( 2 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   a c c o m p a n i e d   b y   a n o t h e r   a d u l t   a p p r o v e d   b y   t h e   p a r e n t s . 

( 3 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   o n   a n   e m e r g e n c y   e r r a n d   d i r e c t e d   b y   a   p a r e n t   o r   g u a r d i a n . 

( 4 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   a t t e n d i n g   s c h o o l   o r   r e l i g i o u s   a c t i v i t y   o r   w a s   g o i n g   t o   o r   
c o m i n g   f r o m   a   s c h o o l ,   r e l i g i o u s ,   o r   g o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d   a c t i v i t y   w i t h o u t   
d e t o u r   o r   s t o p . 

https://library.municode.com/tx/shavano_park/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH2AD_ARTVREMA_S2-152RECOSCBEDEAPFIST
https://library.municode.com/tx/shavano_park/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH2AD_ARTVREMA_S2-152RECOSCBEDEAPFIST
https://library.municode.com/tx/shavano_park/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH2AD_ARTVREMA_S2-152RECOSCBEDEAPFIST


( 5 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   e n g a g e d   i n   a   l a w f u l   e m p l o y m e n t   a c t i v i t y   o r   w a s   g o i n g   
d i r e c t l y   t o   o r   c o m i n g   d i r e c t l y   f r o m   l a w f u l   e m p l o y m e n t   o r   v o l u n t e e r [ i n g ]   a t   a   
r e c o g n i z e d   c h a r i t y   o r g a n i z a t i o n   w i t h o u t   d e t o u r   o r   s t o p . 

( 6 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   o n   t h e   s i d e w a l k   o f   t h e   p l a c e   w h e r e   s u c h   m i n o r   r e s i d e s ,   o r   o n 
t h e   s i d e w a l k   o f   t h e   p l a c e   w h e r e   t h e   m i n o r   h a s   p e r m i s s i o n   f r o m   h i s / h e r   
p a r e n t   o r   g u a r d i a n   t o   b e ,   o r   o n   t h e   s i d e w a l k   o f   a   n e x t - d o o r   n e i g h b o r   n o t   
c o m m u n i c a t i n g   a n   o b j e c t i o n   t o   t h e   p o l i c e   o f f i c e r . 

( 7 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   o n   a n   e r r a n d   d i r e c t e d   b y   h i s   o r   h e r   p a r e n t . 

( 8 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   i n   a   m o t o r   v e h i c l e   i n v o l v e d   i n   i n t r a s t a t e   o r   i n t e r s t a t e   
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   f o r   w h i c h   p a s s a g e   t h r o u g h   t h e   c u r f e w   a r e a   i s   t h e   m o s t   d i r e c t   
r o u t e . 

( 9 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   m a r r i e d   o r   h a d   b e e n   m a r r i e d   o r   h a s   d i s a b i l i t i e s   o f   m i n o r i t y   
r e m o v e d   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   T e x .   F a m i l y   C o d e   C H .   3 1 . 

( 1 0 ) T h e   m i n o r   w a s   e x e r c i s i n g   h i s   o r   h e r   F i r s t   A m e n d m e n t   R i g h t s   p r o t e c t e d   
b y   t h e   U n i t e d   S t a t e s   o r   T e x a s   C o n s t i t u t i o n ,   i n c l u d i n g   b u t   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o ,   f r e e   
e x e r c i s e   o f   r e l i g i o n ,   f r e e d o m   o f   s p e e c h   a n d   t h e   r i g h t   o f   a s s e m b l y . 

Sec. 22-154. – Reserved

E d i t o r ' s   n o t e   -   R e p e a l e d   A r t .   6 ,   § 2 2 - 1 5 4   a d o p t e d   J u l y   2 1 s t ,   2 0 0 9 ,   O r d .   N o .   2 0 0 - 0 2 - 
0 9 ,   w h i c h   p e r t a i n e d   t o   E n f o r c e m e n t   P r o c e d u r e . 

Sec. 22-155. - Penalties.

( a ) A n y   m i n o r   v i o l a t i n g   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   i s   s u b j e c t   t o   b e i n g   f o u n d   
g u i l t y   o f   a   C l a s s   C   m i s d e m e a n o r   a s   d e f i n e d   b y   t h e   T e x .   P e n a l   C o d e   a n d   
s h a l l   b e   d e a l t   w i t h   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   T e x .   F a m i l y   C o d e   
t i t l e   3 . 

( b ) A   p a r e n t   o f   [ a ]   m i n o r   v i o l a t i n g   t h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   b e   g u i l t y   o f   a   m i s d e m e a n o r , 
w h i c h   s h a l l   b e   p u n i s h a b l e   b y   a   f i n e   o f   n o t   l e s s   t h a n   $ 5 0 . 0 0   n o r   m o r e   t h a n   
$ 5 0 0 . 0 0 . 

Sec. 22-156. - Review of minor curfew.

T h e   c i t y   c o u n c i l   s h a l l   r e v i e w   t h i s   m i n o r   c u r f e w   o r d i n a n c e   e v e r y   t h r e e   ( 3 )   y e a r s   f r o m   
a n d   a f t e r   t h e   d a t e   o f   p a s s a g e   h e r e o f   t o   d e t e r m i n e : 

https://library.municode.com/tx/shavano_park/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH31RE
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( a ) T h e   e f f e c t s   o n   t h e   c o m m u n i t y   a n d   o n   p r o b l e m s   t h e   o r d i n a n c e   i s   i n t e n d e d   
t o   r e m e d y ; 

( b ) T o   c o n d u c t   a   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   o n   t h e   n e e d   t o   c o n t i n u e   t h e   o r d i n a n c e ;   a n d , 

( c ) I f   n e c e s s a r y   o r   a p p r o p r i a t e   t o   a b o l i s h ,   c o n t i n u e ,   o r   m o d i f y   t h i s   a r t i c l e . 

Sec. 22-157. – Ordinance readopted. 
T h e   m i n o r   c u r f e w   i s   r e a d o p t e d ,   a t t a c h e d ,   a n d   i n c o r p o r a t e d   h e r e t o   f o r   a n   a d d i t i o n a l   
t h r e e   ( 3 )   y e a r s   t h r o u g h   0 8 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 4 

II 
CUMULATIVE CLAUSE

That this ordinance shall be cumulative of all provisions of the City of Shavano Park, 
Texas, except where the provisions of this Ordinance are in direct conflict with the 
provisions of such Ordinance, in which event the conflicting provisions of such Ordinance 
are hereby repealed. 

III
SEVERABILITY

That it is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council of the City of Shavano 
Park that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this Ordinance 
are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance 
should be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining 
phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinances, since the same 
would have been enacted by the City Council without incorporation in this ordinance of 
any such unconstitutional phrases, clause, sentence, paragraph or section.

IV 
PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING

It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this Ordinance was 
adopted was open to the public and that public notice of the time, place and purpose of 
said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas 
Government 



V 
EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall be effective upon passage and publication as required by State and 
Local law.

PASSED AND APPROVED on the first reading by the City Council of the City of 
Shavano Park this the 26th day of July, 2021.

PASSED AND APPROVED on the second reading by the City Council of the City of 
Shavano Park this the 23rd day of August, 2021.

____________________________
ROBERT WERNER, MAYOR

Attest:

______________________________
TRISH NICHOLS, CITY SECRETARY




