
ORDINANCE 1540 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PANAMA CITY BEACH, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS FOR 
VIOLATION OF SECTION 7-12 OF THE CITY'S CODE OF 
ORDINANCES; AUTHORIZING CODIFICATION; REPEALING 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection has adopted 
a uniform warning flag program for use by Florida's beachfront communities, which 
system is intended to minimize the risks of drowning or serious injury; and 

WHEREAS, the City prominently displays signs at its beach accesses and in 
transient dwelling accommodations to educate beachgoers of the flag system and 
hazard signified by such flags, and flies flags up and down its nine miles of beaches 
to indicate the Gulf conditions; and 

WHEREAS, double red flags signify the water is closed to the public and that 
conditions in the Gulf of Mexico present a clear and present danger to the public 
who may enter its waters; and 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2019, the City Council enacted Ordinance 1494 
creating penalties for those persons refusing to stay out of the Gulf of Mexico during 
double red flags which led to a reduction in drownings and water distress calls during 
double red flags; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds enhancing the enforcement of Ordinance 
1494 will increase its effectiveness and the protection of tourists and others 
swimming in the Gulf. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY 
OF PANAMA CITY BEACH: 

SECTION 1. From and after the effective date of this Ordinance, 

Section 7-12 of the City's Code of Ordinances is amended to read as follows: 

Section 7-12. Failure to obey lawful order. 
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