
 
CITY OF LUMBERTON, TEXAS  

ORDINANCE NO. 12-1282 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LUMBERTON, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CITY’S ZONING 
ORDINANCE FOUND IN CHAPTER 50 - ZONING, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL 
EXAMPLES TO THE DEFINITION OF “ACCESSORY BUILDING” IN SECTION 50-2; TO ADOPT 
PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS FOR OUTDOOR KITCHENS IN SECTION 50-538; TO ADOPT HEIGHT 
REGULATIONS AND PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS FOR CARPORTS AND OTHER SIMILAR 
STRUCTURES IN SECTION 50-539; PROVIDING CUMULATIVE AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSES; AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, as empowered by the Texas Local Government Code, the City of Lumberton has 
adopted Chapter 50 of the City’s Code of Ordinances which establishes regulations and enforcement 
within the City’s zoning districts;  
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the statutory procedural requirements, including public notice, a 
public hearing and recommendation of the Zoning Commission, and a public hearing before the City 
Council, it has determined that certain amendments should be made to Sections 50-2, 50-538 and 50-539 
of Chapter 50 of the City’s Code of Ordinances for the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, 
morals and general welfare. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LUMBERTON, TEXAS, 
THAT:  
 
Section 1. The above premises are found to be true and correct legislative and factual determinations 
of the City of Lumberton and are hereby approved. 
 
Section 2. The City’s Code of Ordinances, Chapter 50 – Zoning, Article I – In General, Section 2 shall 
amend the definition of “Accessory Building” to read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL 

Sec. 50-2. – Definitions. 

The  fo llowing words, te rm s and  ph rase s, when  used  in  th is  chap te r, sha ll have  the  m ean ings 
a scribed  to  them  in  th is  section , excep t where  the  con text clea rly ind ica te s  a  d iffe ren t 
m ean ing: 

Accessory building m eans a  subord ina te  bu ild ing to  the  m a in  bu ild ing, the  u se  o f wh ich  is 
inciden ta l and  re la ted  to  the  m a in  use  and  wh ich  is  loca ted  on  the  sam e lo t and  no t invo lving 
the  conduct of a  busine ss  or the  sa le  of a  se rvice . The  te rm  "accessory bu ild ings" includes, bu t 
is  no t lim ited  to , an  au tom ob ile  s torage  ga rage , laund ry room , ga rden  she lte r, hobby room , 
work shed  or workshop , too l s to rage , s torage  shed , greenhouse , p layhouse , swim m ing pool 
room  or poo l house  (a  bu ild ing u sed  in  con junction  with  swim m ing pool o r spa  u se  o r 
s to rage), and  m echan ica l room . 



Section 3. The City’s Code of Ordinances, Chapter 50 – Zoning, Article III – District Regulations, 
Division 12 – Height, Area, and Space Regulations Applicable to All Districts, Section 538 shall be amended 
to read as follows:   
 

ARTICLE III. – DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 12. - HEIGHT, AREA, AND SPACE REGULATIONS APPLICABLE 
TO ALL DISTRICTS 

Sec. 50-538. - Use and location of outdoor kitchens. 

(a )  An  ou tdoor kitchen  is  defined  a s an  a rea  con ta in ing a ffixed  app liances de signa ted  
fo r p repa ra tion , cooking, or se rvin g of food  item s a t an  ou tdoor s ite . Th e  ou tdoor 
kitchen  s ite  includes the  pa tio , ba rs and  other s im ila r s tructura l am en itie s  u sed  fo r 
cooking or se rving ope ra tions. 

(b ) It  sha ll be  un lawfu l to  loca te , in sta ll, e rect, or construct an  ou tdoor kitchen  withou t 
first  ob ta in ing a  pe rm it from  the  city. Vio la tion  for fa ilu re  to  ob ta in  a  p erm it will 
re su lt  in  a  pena lty wh ich  is  two  tim es the  perm it fe e  tha t sha ll be  pa id  in  add ition  
to  the  requ ired  pe rm it fe e . 

(c) No  ou tdoor kitchens or ou tdoor kitchen  s ite  includ ing any ove rhead  roof or 
s tructu re  sha ll encroach  in to  the  se tback.   

(d )  All ou tdoor kitchens sha ll be  constructed  accord ing to  m anufactu re r requ irem ents 
includ ing ven tila tion , clea rance  and  o the r requ irem ents  for p rotection  from  ou tdoor 
environm enta l fa cto rs . 

 
 

Section 4. The City’s Code of Ordinances, Chapter 50 – Zoning, Article III – District Regulations, 
Division 12 – Height, Area, and Space Regulations Applicable to All Districts, Section 539 shall be amended 
to read as follows:   
 

ARTICLE III. – DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 12. - HEIGHT, AREA, AND SPACE REGULATIONS APPLICABLE 
TO ALL DISTRICTS 

Sec. 50-539. – Regulations of carports and other similar structures. 

(a ) It sh a ll be  un lawfu l to  loca te , insta ll, e rect, or construct a  ca rport or o the r s im ilar 
a cce ssory structu re  with ou t firs t  ob ta in ing a  pe rm it from  the  city. Viola tion  for 
fa ilu re  to  ob ta in  a  perm it will re su lt in  a  pena lty wh ich  is two tim es the  pe rm it fe e  
tha t sha ll be  pa id  in  add ition  to  the  requ ired  perm it fe e . 



(b ) No  pa rt o f a  ca rport o r o ther s im ila r accessory s tructu re , includ ing supports, 
extensions or roof eave  ove rhang, m ay encroach  in to  the  se tback a rea s .  The  h e igh t 
o f a  ca rport or o the r s im ila r acce ssory s tructu re  sha ll no t exceed  the  he igh t o f the  
m a in  structu re  with  a  m axim um  he igh t a t the  ta lle s t po in t of the  insta lled  ca rport 
o r o ther s im ila r accessory structu re  of 14 fee t m easured  from  ground  leve l.  

(c) Carports o r o the r s im ila r accessory s tructu re s m ay not be  enclosed  with  the  
excep tion  of one  sha red  wa ll if in sta lled  ad jacen t to  a  p rim ary or accessory bu ild ing 
s tructu re . 

Section 5.  Cumulative.  This ordinance shall be cumulative of all provisions of ordinances and 
of the Code of the City of Lumberton, Texas, as amended, except where the provisions of this ordinance are 
in direct conflict with the provisions of such ordinances and such Code, in which event conflicting provisions 
of such ordinances and such Code are hereby repealed.  

 
Section 6.    Savings Clause.  All rights and remedies of the City of Lumberton are expressly 

saved as to any and all violations of the provisions of any ordinances affecting the adopted ordinances within 
the City which have accrued at the time of the effective date of these ordinance amendments; and, as to such 
accrued violations and all pending litigation, both civil and criminal, whether pending in court or not, under 
such ordinances, same shall not be affected by these ordinance amendments but may be prosecuted until 
final disposition by the courts. 
 
 Section 7. Severability.  Should any section or part of these ordinances be held 
unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, or the application to any person or circumstance thereof ineffective or 
inapplicable, such unconstitutionality, illegality, invalidity, or ineffectiveness of such section or part shall in no 
way affect, impair or invalidate the remaining portion or portions thereof, but as to such remaining portion or 
portions, the same shall be and remain in full force and effect and to this end the provisions of this ordinance 
are declared to be severable. 
 
 Section 8. Conflicting Ordinances.  All ordinances or parts thereof conflicting or inconsistent 
with the provisions of this ordinance as adopted and amended herein, are hereby amended to the extent of 
such conflict.  In the event of a conflict or inconsistency between this ordinance and any other code or 
ordinance of the City, the terms and provisions of this ordinance shall govern.   
 

Section 9. Effective Date.  The City Secretary of the City of Lumberton is hereby directed to 
publish the caption, the penalty and effective date in the official newspaper at least once within ten (10) days 
after the passage of this ordinance. This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication as required 
by law. 
 
 Section 10. Open Meetings.  It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at 
which this ordinance is passed was open to the public as required and that public notice of the time, place, 
and purpose of said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas 
Government Code. 

 
 
  



CERTIFICATE 
I hereby certify that the foregoing was presented before the Planning and Zoning Commissioners 

at a public hearing on the 5th day of August, 2024 and to the City Council for the City of Lumberton, Texas 
during public hearing and regular meeting on the 12th day of August, 2024 for a first reading and again on 
the 26th day of August, 2024 for a second reading.  A quorum of the City Council being then present at 
both readings, it was then duly moved and seconded that the foregoing be adopted, and such was then 
adopted. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF LUMBERTON, 
TEXAS, on the 26th day of August, 2024. 

 
 
By:         

Don Surratt, Mayor 
City of Lumberton, Texas 

 
 
 

ATTEST:  
 
      
Darla Harrington, City Secretary  
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