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AMENDED ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BUILDING CODE PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Tupelo last adopted the recommendations of
the Tupelo License Commission on August 5, 2014; and

WHEREAS, the Tupelo License Commission has recommended the adoption of updated
versions of certain recognized, standard building industry codes, the retention of others, and the 
addition of the 2018 International Existing Building Code, all of such recommendations set forth 
in a memorandum attached hereto as Exhibit "A"; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of these recommendations allowed the city to comply with
Miss. Code Anno. Section 17-2-4 (1972 as amended) which established the State Uniform 
Construction Code by requiring counties and municipalities to adopt building codes equal to or 
more stringent than the codes prescribed in the statute; and

WHEREAS, the Tupelo City Council finds and determines that it is necessary to protect
the public health, safety, morals and general welfare to approve these recommendations, and that 
the provisions below are necessary, fair and reasonable.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI as follows:

SECTION 1. The prefatory statements are hereby incorporated herein.

SECTION 2. Chapter 7, Article II, Building Code, Section 7-26 is amended to replace all
references to "2012" with "2018".

SECTION 3. Chapter 7, Article III, Electrical Code, Section 7-46, is to be retained "2011", 
including exceptions "a" through "e".

SECTION 4. Chapter 7, Article IV, Fuel Gas Code, Section 7-61, is amended to replace all 
references to "2012" with "2018".

SECTION 5. Chapter 7, Article V, Property Maintenance Code, Section 7-81 and its subparts 
are amended to replace all references to "2012" with "2018".

SECTION 6. Chapter 7, Article VI, Plumbing Code, Section 7-96, is amended to replace all 
references to "2012" with "2018".

SECTION 7. Chapter 7, Article VII, Swimming Pool Code, Section 7-116, is amended to read as 
follows: "The 2018 International Swimming Pool Code is hereby adopted by reference as ifit 
were fully copied herein."

SECTION 8. Chapter 7, Article VIII, Mechanical Code, Section 7-131, is amended to replace all 
references to "2012" with "2018". ·
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SECTION 9. Chapter 7, Article IX, Section 7-133, Residential Code, is amended to replace all 
references to "2012" with "2018"; and to add after "Edition" the language, "with the exception 
that the requirement for fire protection sprinkler systems in one and two family dwellings be 
deleted".

SECTION 10. Chapter 7, Article XIII, Existing Building Code, Section 7-301, shall be added 
andread:

Sec. 7-301 -Adopted.

The International Existing Building Code, 2018 Edition, is adopted as if fully set out 
herein.

SECTION 11. Chapter 10, Fire Prevention and Protection, Article I, Section 10-1, is amended to 
replace all references to "2006" or "2012" with "2018".

After a full discussion of this matter, Council Member _L~y~n_n_B_ry~a_n_______

moved that that foregoing ordinance be adopted and said motion was seconded by Council

Member Markel Whittington and upon the question being put to vote, the

results were as follows:

Councilmember L. Bryan voted c.Ac..Y: ..::E=------

Councilmember M. Bryan voted c.Ac..Y: ..::E=------

Councilmember Beard voted c.Ac..Y: ..::E=------

Councilmember Davis voted A YE-------

Councilmember Jennings voted _A_Y_E____~

Councilmember Palmer voted AYE
-'--'-'-=------

Councilmember Whittington voted _A_Y_E_____

WHEREUPON, the foregoing Ordinance was declared, passed and adopted at a regular

meeting of the Council on this the 18th day of_---=S-=e"-pt'-'e-'-'m_b_e_r______ , 2018.
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a: TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

· ~<{
TRAVIS BEARD, City Codu President

ATTEST:

AmAAJ;;:-aM,·J
AMANDA DANIEL, Clerk of the Council

DATE
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MEMO

TO: Mayor, City Council m embers

FROM: Shane Hooper

DATE: A ugu st 30, 2018

RE: St udy agenda item : Tup e lo Li cense Co mmi  ssion recommendations fo r new bui ld i ng codes

adoption

The Tupelo License Comm ission at their August 14, 2018 meeting discussed adoption of new codes so 

that the City of Tupelo can remain in com plian ce w ith sta t e statutes. Also, another compelling reason 

fo r adopt  i on of new codes is so that th e City of Tupelo can maintain its current fire rat in g to keep fir  e 

in surance costs down for homeowners and commercia l property owners in the city. License 

Comm iss ion m e mbers in attendance we re President Gera ld Warfield , Richa r d Rhudy, Ch ristian Reed, Jay 

Scr uggs, Matt Wiley, an d Randy Ha n lon. A lso present were City of Tupelo staff members Jimmy 

Fa rnh am a nd Penny Jolly.

The License Co mmi  ssion reviewed and discussed code changes comp i le d by Chief Bui ld i ng Insp ector 

Farnham and Fire Marshal Jason Cro ss. After discussion regarding th e separa t e codes, the Li ce nse 

Comm iss io n voted to recommend code adoption as fo ll ows:

1. The Li cense Commission voted t o recommend adop ti o n of t he 2018 In te rnational Fi re Code to

re plac e the City's curre ntly adopted 2012 In ternat io nal Fi re Code.

2. Th e Licens e Com mi ssion voted to recommend adoptio n of the 2018 International Building Code

to replace the City's curre nt  ly adop te d 2 012 International Bui ld ing Code.

3. Th e Li ce nse Comm iss ion vo t ed to recomme nd adop tion o f t he 2018. Internat  ional Residential

Code, wi th the excep ti o n t h at th e requirem ent for fire protection systems i n one- and two-fam i ly 

dw  ellin gs is d e leted.

4. The Li cense Comm ission vote d to r ecomme n d ret a inin g th e curre nt ly adopted 2011 National

El ectr ica l Code, m a int  ai nin g th e City amen dm ents to prohibit the use of aluminum wire and the use of

co ndu cto rs sm a ll er t han #12AWG .

5. The Li cense Commiss io n voted to r ecommend adoption o f th e 2018 In terna ti ona l Plu mbing

Code to rep lace the Ci t y's curre ntl y adopted 2012 Int  e rnationa l Plumbing Code, with the provisions that 

no san itary crosses o r double Vs can be laid on the back, and that 3'6" is the maximum distance for 1 Yi"
PVC pipe w h en used as a drain arm.

6. The License Commission vo t ed to r eco mm end adopt ion of the 2018 Int  ernational Mechan i cal

Code to rep lace the City's cur  re nt ly adopted 2012 Internationa l Mech anica l Code.

7. The License Co m miss io n vote to recommend adopt  ion of th e 2018 Internat  ional Fuel Gas Code

to r eplace t h e Cit y's cur rent  ly adopted 2012 I nte rn ationa l Fuel Gas Code.
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8. The License Commission voted to recommend adoption of the 2018 International Property

Maintenance Code to replace the City's currently adopted 2012 International Property Maintenance

Code.

9. The License Commission voted to recommend adoption of the 2018 International Swimming

Pool Code to replace the City's currently adopted 2012 International Swimming Pool Code.

10. The License Commission voted to adopt the 2018 International Existing Buildings Code.


