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ORDINANCE 2021-12-628

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 18 OF THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO THE CITY OF MASCOTTE
WATER SYSTEM REGARDING DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS;
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND CODIFICATION; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.:

WHEREAS pursuant to Florida Law, the City of Mascotte, operating in its proprietary
function, owns and operates a water utility system; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that it is necessary to update section
18-32 of the Code of Ordinances relating to its water utility system and billing practices.

NOTE: Underlined words constitute additions to the City of Mascotte Code of
Ordinances, strikethrough constitutes deletions from the original Code of Ordinances, and
asterisks (***) indicate an omission from the existing text which is intended to remain

unchanged.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Mascotte,
Florida, as follows:

SECTION 1. The above recitals, or “Whereas” clauses, are hereby adopted as the City Council’s
legislative findings and are incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 2. Section 18-32 of Chapter 18, “Utilities,” is hereby amended as follows:
ARTICLE I1. WATER SYSTEM

ok k

Sec. 18-32. Delinquent accounts.

(a) All unpaid consumer or user water accounts shall be delinquent at the close of business on
the tenth day of the month following the month during which the water consumed, or used

and metered, is supplied.

(b) Water service to all consumers or users having delinquent water accounts in an amount
exceeding nine dollars and ninety-nine cents ($9.99) shall be discontinued or terminated by
the city enly-after-the-procedures subject to the limitations set forth in subsection (e) of this
section-have-beenfollowed. After discontinuance or termination, such water service shall not
be restored until the following sums have been paid in full:

(1) All outstanding account sums for water consumed or used prior to the discontinuance of
service;

(2) An additional charge or fee which is on file in the city clerk's office for discontinuing or
turning off the consumer service;
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(3) An additional charge or fee which is on file in the city clerk's office for restoring or
turning on the consumer service if service is restored on the normal business days or

during hours when City Hall is open;

(4) An additional charge or fee which is on file in the city clerk's office for restoring or
turning on the consumer service if service is restored on the days or during hours when
City Hall is closed. Service(s) which have been deemed delinquent and discontinued
shall not be restored after 9:00 p.m.

If the delinquent bill or account has been deducted from the meter deposit as provided in
section 18-29, all delinquent sums over and above the former meter deposit previously
credited to the delinquent account, plus the required meter deposit, plus the appropriate turn-
off and turn-on, as set forth in subsections (b)(2), (3) and (4) of this section, shall be paid in
advance before restoring water service.

In no case shall monthly water bills or accounts of any consumer or user be allowed to
accumulate against the meter deposit.

This subsection does not authorize the city to discontinue water service to a current or
prospective tenant or owner of rental property when a former occupant of the rental property,
who contracted for water services with the city, has a delinquent account, pursuant to F.S. §
180.135.

If any bill for fees or service under this article remains delinquent and unpaid for thirty (30)
days, interest at the rate of twelve (12) percent per annum shall accrue beginning on the
delinquent date; provided, however, that if said interest amount exceeds any maximum
amount required by state law, then the interest rate shall be established at the maximum
amount permitted by state law. If the bill remains due and unpaid for a period of seven (7)
days from the date of second billing, including, but not limited to, any development fees,
connection charges and/or other fees, charges and deposits, the due amount, plus interest, may
be filed in public records of Lake County, and shall be a lien upon the property receiving
service unless prohibited by law. Such a lien may be foreclosed by the city in the manner
provided by law. The lien, together with attorneys' fees and costs as may be permitted by law,
may be recovered pursuant to chapter 2 of this Code of Ordinances, and be prior in dignity if
allowed by law, as set forth in chapter 2. This subsection does not authorize the city to file a
lien for unpaid water service incurred by a former occupant of rental property, who contracted
for water services with the city, pursuant to F.S. § 180.135.

In addition to the remedies set forth above, the city may retain a collection agency or attorney
and shall be entitled to recover from the owner of the property any reasonable attorneys' fees,
paralegal fees and other collection costs and expenses, whether incurred prior to, during or
subsequent to court proceedings or an appeal.

SECTION 3. Codification. It is the intent of the City Council of the City of Mascotte that the
provisions of this Ordinance shall be codified. The codifier is granted broad and liberal authority
in renumbering and codifying the provision of this Ordinance; article and section numbers assigned
throughout are suggested by the City.

SECTION 4. Severability. If any section, sentence, phrase, word or portion of this Ordinance is
determined to be invalid, unlawful or unconstitutional, said determination shall not be held to
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invalidate or impair the validity, force or effect of any other section, sentence, phrase, word or
portion of this Ordinance not otherwise determined to be invalid, unlawful or unconstitutional.

SECTIONS. Conflicts. In any case where a provision of this Ordinance is found to be in conflict
with a provision of any other existing ordinance of this City, the provisions of this Ordinance shall
prevail.

SECTION 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this '7 day of Dﬁ C /) ,2021, by the City Council of the

City of Mascotte, Florida. %‘;{ / %/
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