
ORDINANCE NO. 04-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 14 (BUILDING), SECTION 17 (ZONING)
AND SECTION 18 (SUBDIVISION & PLATTING) OF

THE VILLAGE OF GERMANTOWN MUNICIPAL CODE

THE VILLAGE BOARD FOR THE VILLAGE OF GERMANTOWN, WASHINGTON

COUNTY, WISCONSIN, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. That Section 14.05 (BUILDING PERMITS AND INSPECTION) is revised as 

follows where words that are stricken are deleted and words that are underlined are to be added:

14.05(5) PLANS.

(1)

(2)

With such application there shall be submitted a complete set of plans and

including a plot plan showing the location of the proposed building and driveway with 

respect to adjoining roads, highways, streets, alleys, lot lines and buildings. Plans for

buildings involving the State Building Code shall bear the stamp of approval of the State

Department ofSSafeg_and Service (DSPS)_ or desigpated municipala_g_
One plan shall be submitted which shall remain on

1n the of the Building Inspector. All plans and shall be signed by
the designer. Plans for all new one- -family and 2- family dwellings shall comply with the

provisions of 2_11_1 applicable building 9% Section

2099(4).

E_a_ch applican ti_s responsible f_orccomplying with a_ll Village, state an_d federal l___aws

concerning the construction near or on dwetlands lakes navigableewaterways,_and

relative t__  o t__he proposed consstructione existing buildings an_d structures lines

setback lines, etc.
., t_o ensurea applicable coder requirements _a_r_e met. Failure t_qccrnomplymay

result i_n th_e required removal g ij construction th_at violates applicable
codes m other penalties Ed costs.

SECTION 2. That Section 14.06 (OCCUPANCY PERMIT REQUIRED; ISSUANCE AND

REVOCATION) is revised as follows where words that are stricken are deleted and words that 

are underlined are to be added:

(_) No new building shall be occupied or otherwise used prior to theIssuance of an
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(a) A temporag occupancy permit may Q issued by th_e Building Inspector fg 

pupposes o_f occupying only g portion 9_fg building g a a limited period o_f time

n_ot t_o thirty (3_0) days provided me building m subject pimp temporm 

building, electrical, plumbing, HVAC an_d m safety codes, al_l permit have

building subject o_fa tempora_ry occupancy permit g each 30-day time period.

(b) & occupancy The permit may be revoked at the discretion of the Building

Inspector upon 30-day notice to the user or occupant of the building.
SECTION 3. That Section 14.075 is created where words that are underlined are to be added:

14.075 CERTIFICATION SURVEY. 

(l) I_f a building g structure i_s permitted to be constructed at or within three Q) feet of the

reguired under m Zoning Code, th_e Building Inspector my reguire p survey

M i_s prepared py a professional M1 surveyor g engineer Lat i_n writing th_at
said minimum reguired setback has been met prior t_o issuance o_f Q occupancy permit. 

(2) I_fg building pg structure permitted to be constructed at or within three Q) feet of the

maximum building height allowed Lder th_e Zoning Code, t_h_e Building

Inspector my reguire p survey prepared py p professional M surveyor g engineer M

i_n writing M m maximum building height [lg po_t exceeded m tp 

issuance 9_f Q occupancy permit.

SECTION 4. That Section 17.12 (A-l: Agricultural District) is revised as follows where words

that are stricken are deleted and words that are underlined are to be added:

17.12(1) PERMTTED USES.

17.12(2) CONDITIONAL USES. 

(jj) Wind energy conversion systems and solar energy conversion systems

17.12(8) ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES.

(i) All new construction of accessory buildings in the A-l or A-2 District shall only be

permitted if the parcel contains 10 acres or more. Any parcels less than 10 acres shall

follow the accessory building regulations, including height, size and setbacks established

for the Rs-l and Rs-2 Zoning Districts, section 17.41(1)(a).
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Q) Ag accessog building is allowed to be constructed and used on property in the A-l

District if it is used @ th_e purpose of and is an integral m pf Q agricultural
use of the property that is also the prima_r_y use of the m intended t_o produce Q

provisions o_f Wis. Stats. Chapter 91.0112). Accessory buildings an_d structures m

include but are not limited facilities on a farm used to store or process m

agg'cultural commodities produced g E farm, keep livestock, keep g service vehicles

g eguipment used g th_e farm @ a_n agg' cultural pgpose, provide veterina_ry services t_o

livestock @ th_e farm, or store or process product inputs fpr agg'cultural uses on the farm.

Such buildings an_d structures may include greenhouses, roadside stands selling g

SECTION 5. That Section 17.33 (M-l: LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT) is revised as

follows where words that are are deleted and words that are underlined are to be added:

1733(3) CONDITIONAL USES.

SECTION 6. That Section 17.34 (M-2: GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT) is revised as

follows where words that are stricken are deleted and words that are underlined are to be added:

1134(3) CONDITIONAL USES.

(a) The manufacturing, fabricating or underground storage of chemicals, explosives,
liquids and gaseous or vaporous substances

(b) Two or more aboveground storage tanks (over 5,000 gallon capacity) for storage of

materials, subject to compliance with section 11.071 of this Code.

(c) Solid waste transfer stations, and other waste disposal and

recovery uses, including waste hauling vehicle operations Q maintenance facilities,

dumpster an_d other waste Q recycling container storage g transportation operations
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SECTION 7. That Section 17 .50(2)(f)6. (Fences, Retaining Walls and Berms in Residential

Zoning Districts) is revised as follows where words that are st-Fieleen are deleted and words that

are underlined are to be added:

6. Fences and Basements.

i. Fences should shall not be located within any type of utilig g

i_s provided t_o th_e Village a_t :3 m a building permit i_s submitted 

py utility owner and/or

ii. m Planning Commission may authorize the installation o_f g fence

i_n g publicly owned an_d maintained

drainage easement where the owner of the land encumbered by the

easement shows to the satisfaction of the Planning Commission

that, considering the proposed location, design and materials of the

proposed fence, the encroachment of the fence into the easement

will not materially interfere with drainage within the

easement, and, in the case of a subdivision, the homeowners

association consents in writing to the encroachment, or if not in a

subdivision, the adjacent landowners consent in writing.
iii. If the Planning Commission deems it necessary in order to make

its decision to authorize an encroachment into a drainage easement

by a fence, it may require that the applicant provide a report by a

professional engineer providing an opinion that the encroachment

will not impair drainage within the easement.

iv. Should g lg: necessapy an_d 1p th_e public interest @ Village g

approved, th_e Plan Commission may require g i_t condition o_f

approval M th_e property owner enter into Q aggeement with th_e

Village th_at th_e propegg; owner assumes Q

removing and/or rgplacing th_e fence _an_d M other damages o_r

Village.
vi. If the applicant whose property abuts the drainage way shall be

aggrieved by the decision of the Planning Commission, such

aggrieved person may appeal the decision to the Board of

Zoning Appeals by an appeal within thirty (30) days after the

date of the Planning Commission's decision.

SECTION 8. That Section l7.50(2)(g) (Fences, Retaining Walls and Benns in Commercial,

Industrial, Institutional and Agricultural Districts) is revised as follows where words that are 

stFie-leen are deleted and words that are underlined are to be added:
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17.50(2)(g) Fences, Retaining Walls and Berms in Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional

Districts.

1. All fences shall be subject to review and approval by the Building
Inspector prior to the issuance of a building permit.

2. Fences in rear and/or side yards may be up to 10 feet in height.
3. Fences in front of the building or within the front yard setback are only 

permitted after approval by the Plan Commission.

4. Fences shall be constructed using the following methods and materials:

1. Naturally resistant or treated wood

ii. Brick, masonry or natural stone

iii. Wrought iron, aluminum or galvanized metal (coated and noncoated)
iv. Vinyl (rigid PVC)
v. Other material of comparable quality must be approved by the

Zoning Administrator.

vi. Fences that contain a side and an side, shall be 

installed in a manner in which the side faces the adjacent

property. In case of a discrepancy, the Village Zoning
Administrator shall determine which side of the fence is the 

side.

5. Fences and Basements. See Section 17.50(2)(06. above.

6. It is the property responsibility for any lawn maintenance of lands

that lie between a fence and the property line.

8. Retaining Walls. See Section 17.41(6).
9. Berms. See Section 17.57.

SECTION 9. That Section 17.50(2)(h) is created as follows where words that are underlined are 

to be added:

17.50(2)(h) Fences Retaining Walls M Berms _ip Districts.

1. cultural Fences.

i. Except g provided i_n subsection below, fences ar_e permitted _ip 

_al_l agg' cultural zoning districts provided they meet 

reguirements under pursuant t_o Chapter $1, Wis. Stats.

ii. Fences meeting th_e residential fence requirements under Section

:1 may 3 installed 9p m ip Q agg'cultural district

t_o provide adeguate sigl_1t vision along 2; public street, whichever i_s

gpeater, shall IE maintained _a public street right-of-way.
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iii. Fences meeting th_e fence requirements under Section 17.5012); g1

may 13 installed Q property i_n an district along a

property M abuts a commercial, industrial, g institutional

minimum distance necessary t_o provide adequate sigl_1t vision

along a public street, whichever i_s greater, shall E maintained a

public street ri t-of-wa
.

2. It is th_e propegy responsibility fpr m lawn maintenance o_f lands

Retaining Walls. & Section 17.4116).

Berms. Section 17.57.

SECTION 10. That Section 18.07 (DESIGN STANDARDS) is revised as follows where

words that are strieken are deleted and words that are underlined are to be

added:

l8.07(6) LOTS. The size, shape and orientation of lots shall be appropriate for the location of

the subdivision and for the type of development and use contemplated. The lots

should be designed to provide an aesthetically pleasing building site and a proper

architectural setting for the buildings contemplated. In addition:

(h) Internal comer lots shall have an additional width of te_n (10) feet to permit

subdivision entrancegs) an_d abutting Q exterior public street shall have an

additional width o_f twenty fe_et tq accommodate mp perimeter buffer

requirement under Section 18.07116).

18.07116) PERIMETER LANDSCAPED BUFFER. All subdivisions shall contain a

Section 18.0716). A landscape m Q th_e perimeter buffer shall m prepared m
submitted fqr Plan Commission approval g pa_rt QIE required construction plans
under Section 18.09.

SECTION 11. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force the day after its passage

and publication, as provided by law.
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Adopted: January 20, 2025

Approved as to form:

Brian C. Sajdak, Village Attorney

Published:

Elm/WW
Dean M. Wolter, Village President

Donna Ott Village Clerk

ATTEST:


