
ORDINANCE NO. 945

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KYLE, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
ADOPTION OF THE 2015 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE 
CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF LOCAL 
AMENDMENTS THERETO; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE IS 
CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; AMENDING THE CITY 
ORDINANCE AND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; REPEALING ALL 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING A
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SA VIN GS CLAUSE;
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY AND OPEN MEETINGS CLAUSES; AND 
PROVIDING FOR RELATED MATTERS.

Whereas, the public health , safety and welfare , require the adoption and enforcement of 
codes governing the issuance of permits for inspection and completion of construction , 
plumbing , electrical and buildings within the City of Kyle , Texas ; and

Whereas, the public health , safety and welfare will be served by updating certain codes 
heretofore adopted by the City ;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
KYLE, ~EXAS:

SECTION 8.

That Section 8-32 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Kyle, Texas, is hereby amended to read as 
follows;

SECTION § 8-32. AMENDMENTS.

Section 503.2.1; change to read as follows:

503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less 
than 20 feet (6096 mm) , exclusive of shoulders , except for approved security gates in accordance 
with Section 503 .6 , and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 14 feet ( 4267 mm).

Exception: Vertical clearance may be reduced ; provided such reduction does not impair 
access by fire apparatus and approved signs are installed and maintained indicating the 
established vertical clearance when approved.

Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediatel y from and after its passage and 
publication in accordance with the provisions of the Te x. Loe . Gov ' t. Code.

PASSED AND APPROVED on First Reading this 2nd day of ____ M_a_,_y_~, 2017 .

FINALLY PASSED AND APPROVED on thi s 16th da y of___M_a_,_y__ ~, 2017 .

ATTEST: THE CITY OF KYLE, TEXAS

~ ]{r:b.aNY
~trano , City Secretary ~~wede§'hi-W<JC;
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FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS AND FIRE LANE 
R EQUIREMENTS

Goal : Pro vide a stand ard of guidance for dimensions , fire lane access and special
considerations to promote li fe safety of public and emerge n cy responders through 
unobstructed eme rge ncy response based on fire department apparatus capacity and 
methodological approach to res pon se withi n ESD #5 , Ky le Fire Department service area.

Scope: Contractors, architects, bu siness ow n ers, s tak eho ld ers, HOA ' s , any vested
individuals or gro up s that construct or maintain streets and property to be kept clear of 

obstructions as we ll as the genera l public on loca l in terpretations and practices that are in 
comp li ance w ith the adopted Fire Co d e.

Intent: Clarify aspects that are vague or non-specific regarding selected issues of the Fire

Code.

*Note : The requirements of   this code shall not be construed as altering existing code , law 

or regu lations, whic h may require fire protection features not covered or alluded to , nor 

shall they waive any requ ir ements set by code , law or regulation. The reader is cautioned 

that information in this guide may or may not apply to the ir specific situation  , and that Kyle 

Fire Department reserves final authority to determine compliance .

General Notes:

• Prior to cons truc tio n , th  e design of fire l anes and access features shall be 
submitted to th e Fi r e Marshal ' s Office for review and sha ll mee t Kyle Fire 
Department and the City of Kyle ' s most curre nt adopted code .

• Maintenance of fire lan es , including the prevention of access by vehicles , 
equipment , etc ., wi ll be e n forced during cons tru ct i on. It is the
responsibility of the General Con tractor or o th er responsib le parties to 
maintain fire department access roads .

• During Cons tru ction , all fire lanes servicing the project sh all be installed 
and permane ntl y marked as per most recent adopted code prior to 
construc ti on past slab elevation.
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• Fire apparatus access roads shall not be obstructed in any manner , 
including the parking of vehicles. The minimum widths and clearances 
established for any area marked as afire lane shall be maintained at all 
times .

• Fire code officials are authorized to require additional access roads based 
on the potential for impairment through congestion, terrain , climatic 
conditions or other factors that could limit access.

• Modifications of existing fire lanes require a request through the Fire 
Mar sha l 's Office .

Roadway Dimensions

Access roadways shall consist of roadways , public and private streets , fire lanes , 
parking lot lanes or any combination thereof or other emergency response access 
not mentioned .

1. Access roadways shall have a minimum of 14 feet of unobstructed ve rtical 
clearance and 20 feet of unobstructed width , exclusive of shoulders.

2. The construction of the roadway shall be capable of supporting the imposed loads 
of fire apparatus (80 ,000 pounds) . Fire Department access roads shall be 
constructed of concrete , asphalt or other approved surface.

3. Dead end Fire Department access roadways shall be provided with approved 
provisions for fire department apparatus tum-around as specified in the following 
table:
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Str  e e t

Operation
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4. Access roadways shall compl y with a minimum of 20 feet unobstructed widt h for 
the en tir ety of the acce s s roadwa y . Where there is no parkin g on either side of the 
roadwa y the un obstructed width sha ll maintain a minimum of 20 feet un obstructed 
w id th . Where there is parki n g on one side of the roadwa y , th e width shall be a 
minimum of 26 feet to maintain 20 feet of unob structed road w ay . Where there is 
parking on both s ides of the roadwa y the w idth s ha ll be a minimum of 32 feet to 
maintain the 20 feet of unobstructed w idth .

TABLE 1 - LOCAL / RE S IDENTIAL S TREET CROSS-SECITON WIDTH S TAND AR D S

Offs et to

Property 

Li ne

I '

I '

I '

I '

I '

I '

Parkwa y Roadwa y Par kwa y
Parkwa y C urb Pa rkin g Tra v e l Parking C urb Parkwa y S idewalk Offs et t o Total

S id ewa lk La nd s ca p e La n e Lane s Lane Land s cape Prop erty Ri g ht - o f-

A rea Area Lin e

5 ' 4' 0.5' 7' 9 '-9 ' 7' 0 .5' 4 ' 5 ' I '

5' 4' OS 7' 9 '- 10 ' 0.5' 4' 5 ' I '

5' 4' 0.5' --- 10 '- 10' 0 .5' 4 ' 5' I '

5 ' 4' 0 .5 ' 7' 12 ' 7' OS 4 ' 5 ' I '

5' 4' 0 .5 ' 7' 13 ' 0 .5' 4' 5 ' I '

5' 4' 0 .5 ' 14 ' 0 .5' 4' 5 ' I '

*Note: The.fir e code official s hall have the authority to require an increase in the 
minimum acces s width s an d v ertical clearanc es w here the y are inadequat e for fire 
or re s cue operations.

Wa y

53 ' min .

47' min .

4 1' min .

47' min .

4 1' min .

35 ' min .

5 . The required turning radius of a fire apparatu s a cces s road shall ha  v e an inside 
t urn ing radius of not le ss than 28 fe e t and an out s ide turnin g radiu s of not less than 
48 feet , mea sured from the same c e nt e r point.

Tota l
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32 '

26 '

20'

26'
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Access Roads and Fire Department Distances

1. Buildings constructed more than 150 feet from a public way shall be accessible 
to Fire Department apparatus by an access roadway with a concrete , asphalt or 
other approved surface so as to provide an all-weather driving surface of not 
less than 20 feet of unobstructed width .

2 . Fire lanes shall be located so that access to all points of the building served is a 
maximum of 150 ' and shall be measured by an approved route around the 
exterior of the building or facility following the path of a fire apparatus or fire 
hose. If topographical conditions exist that would make it impossible for hose 
lines to be advanced to a certain portion of a bui l ding from a required access 
wa  y, an additional access way will be required to accommodate access to that 
particular portion of the building . This distance can be increased to 250 ' for 
buildings fully equipped with an approved automatic fire suppression sy stem .

3. Two or More Access Roads :

a . Where two access roads are required , the y shall be placed a distance apart 
equa l to not less t h an one half of the length of the maximum overall 
diagonal dimension of the property or area served , measured in a straight 
line between accesses.

nlit roed c-1110f dud nd 11d m•tl
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b. Single-Family residential projects consi sting of more than 30 dwelling units 
shall be equipped throughout with two separate means of fire apparatus 
access or be equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler 
system. 

c. Multi-Family residential projects consi s ting of more than 200 dwelling units 
shall be equipped throughout with two separate means of fire apparatus 
access. 

d . Buildings more than 30 feet in height shall have fire apparatus access roads 
constructed for use by aerial apparatus with an unobstructed driving surface 
width of not less than 26 feet and compl y with International Fire Code 
D105.

Markings

1. Where required for fire lanes , curbs shall be painted red with the words " NO 
PARKING FIRE LANE " or " FIRE LANE-NO PARKING " in four inch (4 " ) 
white letters at twenty-five (25) feet intervals on the vertical face of the curb.

2 . Where required , signs sha ll read " NO PARKING FIRE LANE  " or " FIRE LANE­ 
NO PARKING " and sha  ll be twelve inches (12 " ) wide and eighteen inches (18 " ) 
high. Signs shall be painted on a white background with letters and borders in 
red , using not less than two inch (2 " ) lettering . Signs shall be permanently affixed 
to a stationary post and the bottom of the sign shall be six feet , six inches ( 6' -6 " ) 
above finished grade. Signs may be in sta ll ed on permanent buildings or walls as
approved by the fire code official .

Speed Lumps / Tables

There are two types of advanced warning devices used to alert motorists of 
upcoming speed lumps / tables: street signs and pavement markings. Both street signs 
and pavement markings shall be provided for speed lumps and tables . The signing 
includes a 30-inch sign stating " SPEED LUMP " in four-inch ( 4" ) letters and a 
second line with an advisory speed of 15 MPH. Signage for a speed table includes a 
30-inch sign stating " SPEED TABLE " in four-inch ( 4 " ) letters and a second line 
with an ad v isory speed of 20 MPH .

Pavement markings for speed lumps shall include diamond striping on the center 
lump(s) and chevron markings on the side lumps. A reflecti v e pavement marker 
will indicate the middle of the center lump( s) to assist fire truck dri v er s to center 
their vehicle over the lump. Pavement markings for speed tables shall include 
twelve-inch ( 12 " ) wide stripes , forming a chevron , extending six feet (6 ' ) from the 
approach edge of the speed table to the apex of the table and centered in each travel 
lane .
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Other Traffic Calming Features

1. Traffic calming de v ices such as bottleneck s, curves and roundabouts , which are 
designed to slow traffic , may be utilized s ubject to approval by the fire code 
official.

2. At no time will traffic-calming de vices be allowed to restrict the minimum width 
or turn radius within a fire department access route. 

Gate Access 

1. Gates that are installed across fire apparatus access roads shall have a minimum 
of 20 feet unobstructed widt h . One-way di vi ded gates shall ha  ve a minimum of 
12 feet unobstructed width.

2. Gate designs may incorporate one or two gate sections to meet the required 
minimum width. Manually operated gates sha ll be secured with a Knox-Lock or 
chain and Knox-Lock.

3. Electrically Operated Gates :

a. Electric gates sha ll be equipped with an automatic means of opening the 
gate for emergency access by fire department personnel. The location and 
type of emergency device(s) shall be approved by the fire code officia  l and 
ma  y include Knox-Key switches , key pad emergency access code or other 
approved device.

Knox Key Boxes

The fire code official req uir es access to all secured areas and buildings. Key boxes 
or key switches must be supplied on a ll commercia  l structures and access gates. 
Information on Knox system ordering can be found at www. kno x b ox .com .

THI S DOCUMENT I S FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY AN D IS N OT A 
COPY OF THE COMPLETE ORDIN ANCE. TO OBTAIN A COMPLETE COPY 
VISIT THE CITY WEBSITE AT: http://www.cityofkyle.com/building/code­ 
ordinances


