
ORDINANCE NO. 1935

TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 249

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE LAUREL UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; 
CHAPTER 20 LAND DEVELOPMENT AND SUBDIVISION, ARTICLE I ZONING, DIVISION 7 
SIGNS AND ADVERTISING STRUCTURES, SECTION 20-17.2 , SECTION 20-17.3 , SECTION 
20-17.5, SECTION 20-18.2 AND SECTION 20-18.3 OF THE CITY'S ZONING CODE TO 
ALLOW FOR EXISTING BILLBOARDS TO BE CONVERTED TO DIGIT AL BILLBOARDS; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Sponsored by the President a t the request of   the Administration.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of Laurel adopted City Ordinance Number 1702 , Text 
Amendment Number 223, on March 28, 20 11 approving a Unified Land Devel o pment Code for all 
zoning regu lations within the C ity; a nd

WHEREAS  , the City 's Unified Land Development (Code) estab lishes s igna ge and outdoor 
adve1tising requirements for the City ; and

WHEREAS, City staff recommend s that the Code be amended to allow for existing billboards to 
be co nverted to digital billboard s, as s et forth herein.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED  , by the Mayor and C ity Counci l
that C hapter 20 , Atticle I, Division 7, Section 20-17.2, Section 20-17.3, Section 20-17 .5, Section 20-18.2
and Section 20- 18 .3., of the Code is amended as follows:

Chapter 20

LAND DEVELOPMENT AND SUBDIVISION

ARTICLE I.
ZONING

DIVISION 7 
SIGNS AND ADVERTISING STRUCTURES

* * * *

SECTION 20-17.2- DEFINITIONS.
* * * *

Digital billboard. Digita l billboa rd mean s an off-s ite sign utili z in g digital message techno logy, capabl e of
changing the static me  ssa ge or copy on the s ign electronica ll y. A digital billboard may be internally or
externally illuminated. Digital billboards sha ll contain static me ssages o nly, and s hall not have
animation, movement, or th e appearance or o ptical illus ion of movement, on any part of the s ign 
structu re , de  s ign, or pictorial segme  n t of the s ign . Each static messa ge s ha ll not include fla  s hing li g hting 
or the varying of light intensity.

* * * *

SECTION 20-17.3 . - GENERAL PROVISIONS.
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(b)

* * * *

* * * *

( 15) C han geab le letterin g or message s ign s, unle ss contai nin g a mes sa  ge that doe s not c ha n ge in 
increments of le ss than fifteen (15) seco nd s. Such fixed message area may be electronic or 
manually cha  nge d . This sha  ll not app ly to digital billboard s. 

( 16) All s igns w hich blink, fla s h, g limmer, change inten s ity, co lor or other non-fixed me ss age , or 
moves, flutters , w ithin increme nts o f less than fift  e en (15) seco  nd s. Sign s or ot  he r d ev ices 
which flutt er by any mea  ns, or activated by wind a re prohibited at all tim es. Digital billbo a rd s, 
w hen operated in accord anc  e with Section 20-l 8.2(d), s ha ll be deemed not to v iol ate thi s 
provi s ion.

* * * *
(g) Lig hting. U nl ess otherwi se prohibited by thi s di v is ion, all signs may be illuminated . When 

illumination of a s ign is permitted , it mu s t satisfy th e fo ll ow ing requ ire men  t s:

(2) Sign illumin ation must use an enc losed lamp design o r indire  ct li ghti n g from a s hielded so  urce 
in a m an ner that preve nts g la re from beyo  nd the property lin  e. T hi s is not app li cab  le to Digital
Billbo a rd s as d efi ned in Section Sec. 2 0- 17.2, and ope  rated purs uant to Secti on 20- l 8. 2(d) .

(3) The illumin at  io n or g lar e from a s ig n shall not s hine directly o nto a street so as to constitute a 
h azard t o motorist.

* * * *
SECTION 20-17.5. -LEGAL NONCONFORMITY; MAINTENANCE AND REP  Affi.

* * * *
(b) A legal nonco nfo rmin g s ign other t han a lega l nonc o nfo rming s ign that is conv  e rted to a digital

billboard s ha ll lose thi s de s ig nation if:

(1) Th  e s ign is relocated or replaced , unle ss sa  id re locatio n or replac emen t is required in the eve  nt 
th at any s uch s ign is downed o r d estroyed thr  o ugh natural ca  uses, a nd not through a n in tent io nal 
ac  t. If sa id s ign is unintentionally downed or destroye d, the s ign ma  y be rep laced at the sa me
locat io n and at th e same heig  ht as it was pri o r to th e de  struction o r downing of th e o riginal s ign , 
but if sa id sign is re located, or is re placed w ith a s ign that is hi g he r than the prev ious sign, t he 
rel ocated or re p laced s ig n shall have t he he i ght and loc ation a l limitat  io n s as set fort  h in Section
2 0-18.2, "No  nconform in g Billboard s," S ub secti o n (d)(vii) .

(2) T h e structur  e or s ize of the sign is a lter ed in any way, includin g c han  g e of copy in the ex ist  ing 
me ssage, excep  t for r epa irs or maintenance to th e exist ing copy, a nd excluding c ha ngeab le co  py 
s ig n s. T hi s sha ll not app ly to digit a l billboard s ope  ra ted p urs uant to Section 2 0- l 8.2(d).
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(3) There is a c hange in th e name  , tr  ad e n a me or, nature of the bu s in ess identified by the sign or a 
change in the principal use of the premi ses identified by the s ign. This s hall no t apply to digital
billboar  d s operated pursuant to Section 20-18 .2(d) .

( 4) If s aid nonconforming sign is intentionally de stroyed, it may only be replaced by a digital
billboard if said digital billboard is fully erected no later than thirty (30) day s after the d a t e of 
de struction .

* * * *
SECTION. 20  - 18.2 - NONCONFORMING BILLBOARDS.

* * * *
(b) Other billboard s existin g o n January 1, 1992 and no t conforming to thi s article , but which did
conform to pre v io u s laws , s hall be regarded as noncon fo rming billboard s which m ay be continued if 
prop e rly repaired , and mainta in ed as provid  e d in thi s article and if in conformance with all other 
applicable laws and regulation s of the City. Sub ject to s ub s ection Cc) bel ow, fNlnonconforming billboards
which are re located , replaced or s tructurally altered, unle ss s uch alteration s a re nece ss  ary to maintain the 
structural integrity of the billb oard and are approved by the Director o f the Departme nt of [Community 
Planning and Bus ine ss Services] Eco  nomi c and Co  mmunity Deve lopment, shall be removed immediately .

(c) An existing billboard shall be conclusive ly certified as le gally nonconforming provided that the s ign 
owner can provide evidence t hat the sign ha s ex  isted continuously (with  o ut a break of more than 180 
consecutive days ) for five yea r s or lo nger. Such ev id e nce m ay in c lude , but is not limited t o:

permits;
Ci) P ermits, including, without limitati on, loca l o r State permits, a nd building or electrical

(ii) A lease for the sign at its existing location; 
(iii) Utility bill s for the s ign ; 
(iv) Advertising reco rd s s howing th e di s play hi st ory of advertising o n th  e s ign face; a nd 
(v) Affid av its attesting t o the continuity of the billboard on the s ubj ect property .

(d) Notwithstanding anything to the co ntrary contained herein , an existing leg  a l nonconforming
billb oa rd may be intentionally re moved and rebuilt (which may include structural alteration) as a digital 
billbo ard, su bje c t to the tim  e limi tat ion set forth in Section 2 0-1 7.5 (b)C4) , provid ed that it co  mplie s with
the fo ll ow ing requirements:

(i) Operational Limitations . Such di sp lays s hall co  ntain static messages on  ly, and during the st a tic 
di sp lay period, each st  atic m essage s hall not hav e movement, o r the appearance or optical 
illu s ion of moveme  nt o n any part of the s ign stru c ture  , des ign , o r pi cto ri a l segment of th e 
sign, including the movement o r appearance of movement. No static message s hall includ  e 
flashin g, o r the varying of light inten s ity . 
Minimum di sp  lay tim  e . Eac  h stat ic me  ssage o n the s ign mu  s t be di s played for a minimum of 
(6) s ix seco  nd s. 

(i i ) D i gital billboards s hall not operate at brightne ss leve ls of more than 0 .3 foot  - candles above 
ambient light, as mea  sured u s ing a foo t ca ndle mete r at a pre-set di  s t a nce . Brightness leve ls 
will vaiy with th e viewing di stanc es o f each s ize s ign . Measurement di stan ce criteria shall b e 
as fo llows:

Distan ce to
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Face Size be mea s ured from:
Up to 300 square feet - 150'
301-3 85 s quare feet - 200'
386-680 square feet - 250'

(iii) Each di s play shall have a light sensing device that will adjust the brightness as ambient light 
conditions change. 

(iv) The technology cmTently being deploye  d for digital billboards is LED (light emitting diode) , but 
there may be altern a te, preferred and s uperior technology available in the future . Any other 
technology shall be reviewed and approved by the City staff to determine that under 
maximum brightness, it will meet all s tandard s s tated in Subsection iii above . Any such new 
technology shall not require an ordinance change for approv a l, but shall be permitted only 
upon the review and approval by the City's Department of the Fire Marshal and Permit 
Service s, and the iss uance of all required permits prior to the installation of any such new
technology . The City shall make every effo11 to expedite any required approval s to
implement technology that is s uperior in energy efficiency over previous generation s or

~
(v) The s ign face area of more than o ne existing legal nonconforming sign face, if the faces are 

located no more than five feet from one another, may be combined and rebuilt as one digital 
billboard sign face , if the total square footage of the combined face size doe  s not exceed 675 
square feet of displ ay area, excluding framing , cabinetry and trim. 

(vi) (a)An existing legal nonconforming s ign les s than o r equal to 45 feet in height may be rebuilt as a 
digital billboard, but if so, it s hall be at a height not to exceed 45 feet, mea  s ured from the 
fini s hed grade at the base of the s ign to the top of the sign, and it shall have the following 
locational limit  a tion s : a minimum set  back of t e n (10) feet from the front property line, a 
minimum setback of five (5 ) feet from the s id e property line s , and within fift ee  n (1 5) feet of 
the center of the previous sign stru c ture . 
(b) If a n existing le ga l n o nconforming s ign is greater than 45 feet in height , it may be rebuilt 
as a digital billboard, but if so, it s h a ll be either: Ci) at a height not to exceed its current he ight 
at its c urrent location, or if moved, than it s hall meet the loc  a tional limitations in Sub s ec ti o n 
Cvii)(a) abo ve ; or (ii) a t a height e xcee ding its current height, with the locati o na l l imitat ion s as 
set forth in Subsection ( v ii)(a) a bove, and with the specific height be ing s ubject to th e 
approval of the City ' s P la nning Co mmi ss ion, after a public hearing on the application for that 
height. 

(vii) The sign owner of a digita l billboard s ha ll displa y emergency me ssa  ge s on the digital billboa rd in 
accordance with reg io nal and national protocols, including, but not limited to Amber Alerts 
or emergency m a nag e me nt information . Regional emergency informati on s hall be di spl aye d 
in acc  o rdance with the es tabli s he d protocols of lo ca  l and state auth  o ritie s. Emergency 
communications s hould travel through estab lished protocols set up by the divi s ion of 
emergency management or fir st res ponders. T hi s requirement may be mo dified through a 
written agreement between th e ow  ne r of the billboar  d and t he C ity.

(e) Owners of digital billboard s ign faces have the so le opt  ion to remove t he digita l units from the
outdoor advertising s tructure a t any time, for any reaso n. During all period s where there are no digital 
units on the s ign structure  , the s ign owner s hall be permitted to op erate the sign faces a s traditional, 
printed type.

SECTION. 20-18.3-ILLUMINATION.

With the e xce pti o n of digit a l billbo a rd s approved and ope  ratin g pursuant to Section 20-18.2(d) ,
[B]billboards may be illumin ate d , provided no fla  s hin g, inte rmitt  e nt  , or red illumin ation is use d .
Illumination of a no n-digita l billboard shall be co nfined to the area of the s ign, and arranged to avoid
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glare or refl ecti on ont  o any portion of a ny adjacent hi g hw  ay , or into the path of o ncomin  g vehicles suc h 
that it would prevent the driver  s of onco ming vehicles from having a c lear and unob struct  e d view of 
official traffic s igns or contro ls a nd approaching or merg in g traffic , or in any manner v io lates applicab le 
state law or regulatio n perta inin g to billb oard s.

SECTION 20-18.3 . 1 - UNOBSTRUCTED VIEW .

No digital billboard s hall be located wh e re it preve nts a moto  rist from having an unobstructed view of 
official traffi c s ign s or controls, and approac hing or me rg ing traffic.

SECTION 20-18 .3.2 - DISTANCE FROM AN EXISTING BILLBOARD.

No digital billb oard sha ll b e located within five hundred feet (500') o f an existing n on -digital billboard, or 
within one th o usa nd fee t (l,000 ' ) of a n oth e r digital billboard locate d o n and faci n g the sa me roadway.

AND IT BE FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, that thi s Ordinance s hall t a ke effect
on

the date of its p assage.

PASSED this 281h day of J an u ary, 2 019 .

ATTEST:

~~¥au_
Clerk to the City Council

D thi s 281h da y of J anuary  , 201 9.
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