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ORDINANCE REPEALING, AMENDING, AND |
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NATURAL LAWN ORDINANCE o
Publication: March 21, 2025

Ordinance No.: #965

ORDINANCE

The Common Council of the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin, hereby ordains as follows:

SECTION 1. That Section 8.28 is hereby repealed and recreated as follows: (Additions are noted by underline, deletions
are noted by everstrike.)

Chapter 8.28 - NATURAL LAWN-RERMIFS
8.28.010 - Regulation of natural lawns.

A= Natural Lawns Defined. Natural lawn as used in this section shall include eemmen species of grasses and wild
flowers native—te-Nerth-America—which that are designed and purposely cultivated to exceed eight inches in
height from the ground. Specifically excluded in natural lawns are the noxious grasses and weeds identified in
Section 8.36.010 of this chapter as well as invasive plant species listed in Wisconsin Administrative Code

Chapter NR 40. The growth of a natural lawn in excess of eight inches in height from the ground surface shall
require the reqgistration and approval of be-prehibited-within-the—citycorperatetimits—unless a natural lawn
management plan &Hel—a—pemmt—rs—rssued—by the epty City’s Parks and Forestry Director, or de5|qnee as set forth
in this section. N A

B- Natural Lawn Management Plan Defined.&=Natural lawn management plan as used in this section shall mean a
written plan relating to the management and maintenance of a lawn upon which eentains-alegal-deseription-of
fawn-upenr-whiech-the planted grasses and flowers will exceed eight inches in length;. The Plan shall include a

planned site diagram, a-statement-ef-rtent-and-purpeseferthetawn; a detailed description of the vegetationat

types, plants species, and plant succession wvelved timeline;. and-the-speeific-management-and-mathrtenance
techniguesto-be-employed: Natural lawns shall not be remeved managed through the process of controlled

burning unless stated and approved as one of the managementandmatntenance techniques in the natural
lawn management plan.

& Registration of a Natural Lawn.

+ Any property owner or occupant, upon signed written consent of the owner of a property, who
wish to plant and cultivate a natural lawn shall provide a written natural lawn management plan and
filing fee to the Parks and Forestry Director. "Property owner" shall be defined to include the legal
title holder and/or the beneficial owner of any such lot according to most current city records.

2 Natural lawns shall be setback a minimum of five (5) feet from all property lines and three (3) feet
from any public sidewalk or trail. No setback is required on the side and rear lot lines where the
following apply:

a. A fence has been permitted and constructed along the lot line;




b. A natural lawn abuts a preserved green space as identified in Section 17.28;
c. A natural lawn abuts another registered natural lawn.

3. Natural lawns may not be located in the terrace and shall in no way further obstruct vision for
intersecting streets, driveways, sidewalks, or other traffic areas as determined by the City Engineer.

4. Natural lawns shall not contain litter or debris and shall not harbor nuisance wildlife.



https://library.municode.com/wi/sun_prairie/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.28ENCONAREPRRE_17.28.040WE

ED. Safety Precautions for Natural Grass Areas.
1. When in the opinion of the fire chief, the presence of a natural lawn may-constitutes a fire or safety
hazard, due to weather and/or other conditions, the fire chief may order the cutting of natural lawns to a
safe condition. As a condition of receiving approval of the a natural lawn permitthe property owner shall be
required to cut the natural lawn within the three days upon receiving written direction from the fire chief.

2. Pursuant to Section 19.03. 020(B)(307)(6) burninq of natural lawns shall be strictly prohibited

GE. Public Nuisance Befinred—AbatementAfterNotiee:

1. The improper growth of a natural lawn without a registered natural lawn management plan
as defined in this section shall be considered a public nuisance. If the natural lawn creates a
nuisance, fails to comply with the approved unless—= natural lawn management plan, or any
requirements _set forth in this section, a notice shall be issued by the City’s Weed
Commissioner for abatement of the nuisance as regulated in Section 8.44.060.

2. Costs, fees and penalty. Abatement of the nuisance is expressly authorized in this section
and any fees associated with said abatement. Any person, firm or corporation which does not
abate the nuisance within the required time period or who otherwise violates the provisions of
this section shall be subject to the general penalty found in Section 1.24.010.




SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage and publication as provided by law.

APPROVED:

Paul T. Esser, Mayor

Date Approved: March 18, 2025

This is to certify that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the Common Council of the City of Sun Prairie at a
meeting held on the 18th day of March 2025, and was submitted for signatures on the 19th day of March 2025.

Megan Meyer, Deputy City Clerk





