
TOWN OF LITTLE ELM

ORDINANCE NO.  1281

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LITTLE ELM, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 46 
(ENVIRONMENT), BY AMENDING ARTICLE III (JUNKED & ABANDONED 
VEHICLES) IN PART TO MODIFY THE DEFINITION OF AND REGULATIONS 
FOR JUNKED VEHICLES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A 
PENALTY; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A 
REPEALER CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Little Elm (“Town”) is a home rule municipal corporation organized and 
existing by virtue of the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas and by its Charter adopted 
on May 1, 2001; and
 
WHEREAS, the Town possesses all the rights, powers, and authorities possessed by all home 
rule municipalities, including the authority to regulate junked vehicles under the Texas 
Transportation Code; and
 
WHEREAS, the State of Texas recently revised its inspection and registration requirements; 
and
 
WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to protect property values, reduce potential hazards, 
increase public safety, and maintain visual calm in its neighborhoods; and
 
WHEREAS, after due deliberations and consideration of any other information and materials 
received at the open meeting, the Town Council has determined that the amendments set forth 
herein should be adopted, and that such amendments are in the best interest of the public 
health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the Town.
 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LITTLE 
ELM, TEXAS:
 
 
SECTION 1. INCORPORATION OF PREMISES.  The above and foregoing premises are true
and correct and are incorporated herein and made a part hereof for all purposes.
 
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT AND ADOPTION.  That Chapter 46 (Environment) of the Town of
Little Elm Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended, in part, by amending Article III (Junked & 
Abandoned Vehicles), in part, by amending 46-60 (Definitions), in part, so that the definition of 
Junked Vehicle is replaced, in its entirety, to read as below:
 
Junked Vehicle:  A vehicle that is self propelled and:
 

1. Displays a motor vehicle registration certificate that is at least 30 days expired/invalid, or 

does not display a motor vehicle registration; or

 
2. Is:



(a) wrecked, dismantled, or partially dismantled, or discarded; or 

(b) inoperable and has remained inoperable for more than:

i. 72 consecutive hours, if the vehicle is on public property; or

ii. 30 consecutive days, if the vehicle is on private property.

SECTION 3. SAVINGS. This Ordinance shall be cumulative of all other ordinances of the
Town, and shall not repeal any of the provisions of those ordinances except in those instances 
where the provisions of those ordinances are in direct conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance; provided, however, that any complaint, notice, action, cause of action, or claim 
which prior to the effective date of this Ordinance has been initiated or has arisen under or 
pursuant to such other ordinance(s) shall continue to be governed by the provisions of that 
ordinance or those ordinances, and for that purpose that ordinance or those ordinances shall be 
deemed to remain and shall continue in full force and effect.

SECTION 4. PENALTY.  Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provision of this
ordinance shall be punished by a penalty of a fine not to exceed the sum of Two Thousand
Dollars ($2,000) for each offense and each and every day such offense shall continue shall be 
deemed to constitute a separate offense.
 
SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY.  The sections, paragraphs, sentences, phrases, and words of
this Ordinance are severable, and if any section or provision of this ordinance or the application 
of that section or provision to any person, firm, corporation, situation or circumstance is for any 
reason judged invalid or unconstitutional, the adjudication shall not affect any other section or 
provision of this ordinance or the application of any other section or provision to any person, 
firm, corporation, situation or circumstance, nor shall adjudication affect any other section or 
provision of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Little Elm, Texas, and the 
Town Council hereby declares that it would have adopted the valid portions and applications of 
the ordinance without the valid parts and to this end the provisions of this ordinance shall 
remain in full force and effect.
 
SECTION 6. REPEALER.  That all ordinances of the Town of Little Elm in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of that conflict.
 
SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE.  That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its
adoption and publication in accordance with and as provided by law and the Town Charter.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Town Council of the Town of Little Elm, Texas on the 2nd day 
of June, 2015. 
 
 
ATTEST:    The Town of Little Elm, Texas 

 
 
 

_________ ___________________________________
Kathy Phillips, Town Secretary David Hillock, Mayor

 
   
 


