
ORDINANCE NO. 02020-25 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEATHERFORD, TEXAS, AMENDING 
TITLE IX, CHAPTER 11, SECTION 9-11-1 OF THE CITY CODE OF 
WEATHERFORD TO: PROVIDE HOURS OF OPERATION FOR PARKS AND 
GREEN SPACES; TO AMEND FIREARM PROVISIONS CONSISTENT WITH 
APPLICABLE STATE LAW AND LOCAL ORDINANCE; TO PROVIDE FOR 
SPECIFIC ANIMAL CONTROL PROVISIONS WITHIN PARKS AND GREEN 
SPACES WITHIN THE CITY; TO PROHIBIT CAMPFIRES IN PARKS OR 
GREEN SPACES WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE 
DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND RECREATION; TO ESTABLISH PRIORITIES 
FOR THE USE OF PARKS AND GREEN SPACE RENTAL FACILITIES; TO 
AUTHORIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SECURITY GATES AT PARKS 
AND GREEN SPACES; TO PROHIBIT OVERNIGHT PARKING OF 
VEHICLES IN PARKS OR GREEN SPACES; AMENDING TITLE IX, 
CHAPTER 11, SECTION 9-11-5 TO ESTABLISH UNIFORM PARK HOURS; 
AMENDING TITLE IX, CHAPTER 11, SECTION 9-11-8 TO INCLUDE 
ADOPTED REGULATIONS IN THE OFFENSE AND PENALTY PROVISIONS 
OF CHAPTER 11; PROVIDING SAVINGS AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSES; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted the General Plan on Janumy 23,2018, whtch mcluded casting a 
new vision for Weatherford, that includes the Parks, Trails and Open Space Mastel Plan, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council continues to promote those terms of the General Plan that improve the 
quality oflife and safe and appropnate recteatwnal opportunities in the City of Weatherford, and 

WHEREAS, the following amendments to Tttle IX, Chaptet 11 of the City Code ofWeathetfmd provide 
additional regulations for City parks and green spaces determined to be necessary for the health and safety 
of all cttlzens utlhzmg parks and green spaces m the Ctty; 

WHEREAS, the following amendments to pmk and green space regulations further promote a safer and 
better quality experience for all citizens of Weatherford m pmks and gteen spaces in the City, 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the rules, regulatwns, terms, conditions, prov1s10ns 
and 1equirements of thts ordinance are reasonable and necessary to protect the public health, safety and 
quality of hfe m the Ctty, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WEATHERFORD, TEXAS 

Findings of Fact. The above and foregomg tecitals me hereby found to be true and correct and are 
incorporated herein as findmgs of fact. The City Council fmther finds and determines that the 1 ules, 
regulations, terms, conditions, provisions and requirements of this ordinance are reasonable and necessary 
to protect the public health, safety and quahty oflife m the Ctty 

Amendments to Title IX, Chapter 11, ofthe City Code of Weatherford, Texas. The Ctty Council hereby 
amends the following chapter, articles and sectwns of Title IX, Chapter 11 of the Ctty Code ofWeatherford 
to read as specifically set forth herein 
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Title IX, Chapter 11, Section 9-11-1 of the City Code ofWeatherford is hereby repealed in its entirety 
and the following Section 9-11-1 is adopted to replace the repealed regulations of Section 9-11-1: 

CHAPTER 11 -Public Parks 

Sec 9-11-1 - Genetal Regulatwns. 

For purposes ofthts ord111ance, the tenn "City park" shall include all City parks whether a Neighb01hood 
Park, a Community Park, a Special Use Park; a Lake Front Park District; athletic fields or facilittes of any 
type owned, leased or opet ated by the Ctty ofWeathet ford, and an Open Space 01 Greenbelt at ea (including, 
but not !united to htke and bike trmls) as set forth m the Weatherford Genetal Plan as these parks or areas 
extst on the date ofthts ordinance or as they may hereafter be developed. 

The following regulations shall apply to all City pmks (as defined herein) within the city limits of 
Weatherford as same shall exists on the date of this ordinance or as may hereafter be developed: 

a. Park hours shall be as set forth in Section 9-11-5 below. No person shall enter into or rema111 111 a 
park during hours designated for that park area as "Hours Closed" in Section 9-11-5. 

b. Concett activities shall have the prior written approval of the director of parks and recreation and 
persons or entities desmng to schedule a concett actlvtty complete a special event application and 

furmsh documentatiOn of habthty msmance 111 the amount teqmred by the City for the conduct of 
the concett actlvtty 01 event 

c. All 111divtduals, corporations or businesses acting as a vendor solicttmg for sale to the pubhc any 
merchandise, food or produce shall have prior written approval of the director of parks and 
tecreatwn and shall obtain all reqmred ctty hcenses 01 cetttficates as may be applicable to such 
merchandise, food or produce Vend01s shall be required to display required City licenses or 
cetitficates 111 the unmedtate mea oftheu sales actlvtty and/01 upon tequest ofCtty personnel. 

d. Alcoholic beverages are not allowed in any City park or greenbelt area unless a spec tal event permtt 
has been issued which approves the use of alcoholic beverages. Such special event peumt shall 
only be issued with proof of the pwpet Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (T ABC) permtt 
and wtthm TABC gmdel111es F01 pmposes oftl11S 01dinance, "alcoholic beverage" means alcohol 
01 any bevetage conta111mg m01 ethan one-half of one percent of alcohol by volume that is capable 

of use f01 bevetage purposes, etthet alone 01 when dtluted 
e Glass contamets of any type are exptessly ptohtbtted 111 all Ctty parks 
f Notw1thstand111g any pwvtswn of Tttle XIV of the Ctty Code of Weatherford to the contrary, all 

dogs must be on an appropriate leash- of stx (6) feet length 01 less- at all times save and except 

dogs w1th111 the Patsy Hooks Dog Patk 
g Ovetmght camp111g ts ptohtbtted 111 any Ctty pmk except 111 connection with organized and 

scheduled activities expt essly appt oved 111 wt iting in advance by the director of parks and t ecreation 
01 an agent of the ditect01 For purposes of this ord111ance, "overnight campmg" means temammg 

111 a Ctty park or greenbelt area after or during hours that park 01 gteenbelt area is closed. 
h. Campfires, including firepits, are expressly prohibited in any Ctty patk except 111 connection with 

organized and scheduled activities expressly approved in writing in advance by the dn ect01 of parks 
and tecteatwn 01 an agent of the duector. 
Secunty gates may be estabhshed at any City park or greenbelt area entrance f01 the purpose of 
closmg and secm111g the pat k 01 at ea as deemed necessary. 
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J. Motonzed vehicles are expressly restricted to designated streets, park 1oads and motor vehicle 
parking m eas 

k. The maximum puma facie reasonable maximum prudent speed limit for all streets, roadways and 

park roads shall be 20 miles pe1 hour. Signs shall be posted to advise of this speed hmit. 
1. No motor vehicles, trailers, campers or other types of vehicles shall be permitted to remam 

overmght in any C1ty park or greenbelt area. Vehicles 1emaining overnight m any City park or 

greenbelt area shall be subject to removal by towing. Fm purposes of this subsectiOn, "remain 

overmght" means the vehicle remams in a City park or greenbelt area after or dunng hom s that 
park or greenbelt area is closed. 

m Hunting and/or discharge of a firearm IS expressly prohibited many City park or g1eenbelt area. 

n In the event the City has ente1ed into a "Ieservation agreement" for a park, green space, pavilion, 

amphitheater, athletic field, tennis court, basketball court or a city operated or owned building, the 

pnor "reservation agreement" will have pnonty over public use dunng the penod designated for 

that "reservation agreement" Members of the public will not disrupt or mterfe1e with the 

previously rese1ved use of the area pursuant to a pnor "reservatiOn agreement". 

Title IX, Chapter 11, Section 9-11-5 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 9-11-5.- Park hours. 

(a) The hours of operation for all City parks, facilities and greenbelt/open spaces and the hours 
during which such areas shall be closed for all public use are as follows: 

Hours Open 

Hours Closed 

6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

(b) Permissible hours for use of a City park, facility or greenbelt I open space may only be altered 
by written authorization of the director of parks and recreation or the director's agent applied for 
and obtained in advance of the use. It is a defense to prosecution for violation of park hours that 
a person holds a duly issued written authorization or special event permit authorizing that person's 
presence in the City park, facility or greenbelt /open space during the particular period of time. 

Title IX, Chapter 11, Section 9-11-8 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec 9-11-8 Offense and Penalty 

A person commits an offense If he violates, disobeys or fails to comply with a term or pwvision of 

this chapter. An offense hereunder does not require proof of a culpable mental state. It IS the mtent 

of this chaptei to impose stiict liability for violation of or fmlure to comply with a provision of this 

chapter. Save and except as to applicable speed limits on park st1eets, 10adways and park roads, 

signs shall not be requu ed to be posted 

2. Any person found to have violated any provision of this chapte1 or to have failed to comply with 

any provisiOn of this chapter shall, upon convictiOn, be fined in an amount not to exceed to the sum 

of $500 00. Each day that a violation contmues shall constitute a separate offense 
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Resolution of Conflicting Ordinances. In the event of a conflict or inconsistency between this ordinance 
and any other code or ordinance of the City, save and except the provisions of the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance, the provisions of tllis ordinance shall control. Nothing adopted herein is intended to, in any 
way, nor shall any such provision be deemed to supersede or control over the provisions of the 
Comprehensive Z01ling Ordinance. 

Savings Clause. All rights and remedies of the City of Weatherford are expressly saved as to any and all 
provisions of any ordinance affecting fees of the City and to any and all violations of the provisions of any 
prior ordinance pertaining to certain alcohol regulations in city parks witllin the City wllich have accrued 
as of the effective date of this ordinance; and as to such accrued fees, collection activity, violations and any 
pending litigation, both civil and criminal, whether pending in court or not, under such prior ordinances, 
same shall not be affected by this ordinance but may be prosecuted and pursued until final disposition by 
the COUitS. 

Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and publication in 
accord with the provisions of the Texas Local Govenunent Code. This ordinance shall, upon taking effect, 
be applicable in its entirety to any and all applications for licensure submitted or pending as of the effective 
date ofthis ordinance. 

Severability. It is the express intent of the City Council that the sections, paragraphs , sentences, clauses 
and plu·ases of this ordinance are severable and, if any plu·ase, sentence, paragraph or section should be 
declared invalid by the final judgment or decree of any comt of competent jtu·isdiction,  such invalidity shall 
not affect any of the remaitling plu·ases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this ordinance as the 
same would have been enacted by the City Council without the incorporation in this ordinance of any such 
invalid plu·ase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section. If any provision of this ordinance shall be adjudged 
by a coutt of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or 
applications oftllis ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision, and to this end the 
provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. 

Open Meetings. The City Council finds and determines that the meeting at which this ordinance is passed 
was open to the public as required by law and that public notice of the time, place and purpose of said 
meeting was duly given as required by the Texas Open Meetings Act. 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY A VOTE OF 0 A YES AND 0 
2020. 

ATTEST: 

Malinda Nowell, TRMC, City Secretary 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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