
STATE OF GEORGIA 

COUNTY OF OGLETHORPE

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE KEEPING AND MAINTAINING OF A 

COMMON, ILL-GOVERNED, AND DISORDERLY HOUSE IN UNINCORPORATED 

OGLETHORPE COUNTY; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR SUCH CONDUCT; AND 

PROVIDING FOR RELATED MATTERS

WHEREAS, Section 16-11-44 of the Official Code of Georgia prohibits inter alia the 

keeping and maintaining of a common, ill-governed, and disorderly house to the encouragement 

of gaming, drinking, or other misbehavior, or to the common disturbance of the neighborhood or 

orderly citizens;

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Oglethorpe County has determined to enact 

a local ordinance prohibiting such conduct in unincorporated Oglethorpe County pursuant to its 

police power and its authority to adopt local ordinances for the governing and policing of the 

unincorporated parts of the county for the purpose of protecting and preserving the public health, 

safety, and welfare, which local ordinance does not conflict with or impair said state statute, and 

is not otherwise preempted by said state statute, but which local ordinance augments and 

strengthens said state statute; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Oglethorpe County has determined that the 

enactment of such a local ordinance is reasonable, is in the public interest, and is in the best interest 

of Oglethorpe County since it would allow those found to have engaged in such prohibited conduct 

to be expeditiously tried and, upon conviction, punished in the Oglethorpe County Magistrate 

Court rather than in the Superior Court of Oglethorpe County, and to receive less severe sentences 

upon conviction than those to which they would be subject were they to be tried and convicted in 

Superior Court for violating said state statute;

NOW WHEREFORE, it is hereby ordained that: 

1.

The Code of Oglethorpe County, Georgia is amended by adding a section to be numbered 

20-15, which section reads as follows:

“Section 20-15 Disorderly House Prohibited

(a) A person who keeps and maintains, either by himself or with others, in unincorporated 

Oglethorpe County, a common, ill-governed, and disorderly house, to the encouragement of 

gaming, drinking, or other misbehavior, or to the common disturbance of the neighborhood or 

orderly citizens, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) A house shall constitute a disorderly house within the meaning of this ordinance if the 

gaming, drinking, or other misbehavior or other disturbances created therein or emanating 

therefrom are common occurrences or are the general, customary, and common habits of the house.



(c) As referenced in this ordinance, the term “other misbehavior” shall be limited to: (1) the 

unlawful sale or unlawful use of illegal drugs, controlled substances, or marijuana; (2) prostitution; 

(3) disorderly conduct; (4) breaches of the peace; (5) affray; (6) loitering or prowling; and (7) 

public drunkenness.

(d) Penalty: Any person who violates this ordinance shall, upon conviction in the Oglethorpe 

County Magistrate Court, be fined in an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or 

imprisoned for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days, or both, at the discretion of the Oglethorpe 

County Magistrate Court.”

2.

All ordinances and provisions thereof in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed.

3.

The general requirement set forth in Section 2-22(b)(8)(c)(4) of The Code of Oglethorpe 

County that a proposed ordinance be read at two consecutive meetings of the Board of 

Commissioners is hereby waived and, accordingly, the general requirement set forth in Section 

2-22(b)(8)(c)(3) of The Code of Oglethorpe County that a proposed ordinance not be put on its 

final passage on the same day it is introduced is hereby waived.

4. 

This ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after its adoption. 

SO ORDAINED this 5 th  day of February, 2024.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

OGLETHORPE COUNTY, GEORGIA

[SEAL] _____________________________________

By: Jay Paul, Chairman

ATTEST:

_______________________________________

AMY FORRESTER 

County Clerk




