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BE IT ORDAINED: By the City Council of the City of Medford that Chapter 6 of the 
Ordinances of the City of Medford, as most recently amended, is hereby further 
amended by inserting Article IV in Chapter 6 following Article Ill. 

SECTION 6-112: Permits for buildings and earthworks 

1. All permits issued by the Building Commissioner for earth displacement 
and land clearing activities on residential and commercial property will be subject 
to a separate fee designated for rodent control. Such fees are to be set by the 
Medford City Council and reviewed at the request of the Board of Health. 

2. In addition to the fee required above, building permits issued for certain 
activities will require the implementation of an Integrated Pest Management Plan 
as a condition of the permit. IPM plans must be submitted to the Health 
Department and implemented a minimum of 14 days prior to the start of the 
project. IPM plans will be required for: 

a. Demolition 
b. Renovation or construction work on abandoned properties (as 

defined in Section 7-81 of the Ordinance) 
c. Large-scale commercial projects valued at over $1,000,000 
d. Construction of residential subdivisions 

3. Responsibility for pest prevention and management remains with the 
permit holder, even when a commercial service is part of the permit holder's IPM 
program. 

Permits for street openings and utility installation 

1. All permits issued by the Department of Public Works for the following activities 
will be subject to a separate fee designated for rodent control. Such fees are to be 
set by the Medford City Council and reviewed every three (3) years. 

a. The disturbance of an existing underground utility within the paved right-of­ 
way of a distance greater than 500 linear feet; 

b. The installation of a new underground utility within the paved right-of-way 
greater than 500 linear feet; 

c. The disturbance of an existing underground utility outside of the paved 
right-of way greater than 250 feet; 



d. The installation of a new underground utility outside of the paved right-of­ 
way greater than 250 feet; 

2. In addition to the fee required above, permits issued by the Department of Public 
Works for the following activities will require the implementation of an Integrated 
Pest Management Plan as a condition of the permit. IPM plans must be 
submitted to the Health Department and implemented a minimum of 14 days 
prior to the start of the project. The 14-day advance period may be waived by the 
Director of the Department of Public Works in emergency situations. IPM plans 
will be required for: 

a. The disturbance of an existing underground utility within the paved right-of­ 
way of a distance greater than 1,500 linear feet; 

b. The installation of a new underground utility within the paved right-of-way 
greater than 1,500 linear feet; 

c. The disturbance of an existing underground utility outside of the paved 
right-of way greater than 750 feet; 

d. The installation of a new underground utility outside of the paved right-of­ 
way greater than 750 feet; 

3. Disturbance shall be defined as excavating the earth immediately around an 
existing utility. The length of disturbance shall be measured by the overall linear 
length of excavation required to unearth the utility. Activities that do not require the 
excavation of soil shall not be considered disturbance for the purposes of this 
ordinance. 

4. Responsibility for pest prevention and management remains with the permit 
holder, even when a commercial service is part of the permit holder's IPM program. 

Section 6-113: Permits for dumpsters 

1. All permits issued by the Health Department for dumpsters on residential and 
commercial property will be subject to a separate fee designated for rodent control. 
Such fees are to be set by the Medford City Council and reviewed every three (3) 
years. Dumpsters associated with building projects for which the building permit 
rodent control fee has been assessed are exempt from this additional fee. 

2. In addition to the fee required above, dumpster permits will require the 
implementation of an Integrated Pest Management Plan as a condition of the 
permit. IPM plans must be submitted to the Health Department and updated 
annually before a permit will be issued by the Health Department. 

3. Responsibility for pest prevention and management remains with the permit 
holder, even when a commercial service is part of the permit holder's IPM 
program. 

SECTION 6-114: Permits for food establishments 



1. All permits issued by the Health Department to operate a food establishment will 
be subject to a separate fee designated for rodent control. Such fees are to be 
set by the Medford City Council and reviewed every three (3) years. 

2. All applicants to the Health Department for a permit to sell retail food or operate 
a food service establishment are required to develop and provide an Integrated 
Pest Management Plan as a condition of the permit. IPM plans must be 
submitted to the Health Department and updated annually. 

3. Responsibility for pest prevention and management remains with the permit 
holder, even when a commercial service is part of the permit holder's IPM 
program. 

4. Temporary food service applicants are exempt from these requirements. 
5. Establishments not required to hold a local food establishment permit, but which 

serve, store, process, or distribute food on-site, including but not limited to food 
manufacturing facilities, food distribution facilities, breweries, and retail 
establishments exempted under the Federal Food Code, are also subject to the 
requirements for a rodent control fee and IPM plan. 

SECTION 6-115: Permits for landfills, transfer stations, recycling facilities, and offal 
vehicles 

1. All permits issued by the Health Department to operate a landfill or transfer station 
will be subject to a separate fee designated for rodent control. Such fees are to 
be set by the Medford City Council and reviewed every three (3) years. 

2. All applicants to the Health Department for a permit to operate a landfill or transfer 
station are required to develop and provide an Integrated Pest Management Plan 
as a condition of the permit. IPM plans must be submitted to the Health 
Department along with the permit application and updated annually. 

3. All applicants to the Health Department for a permit to remove, transport, or 
dispose of garbage, offal, or other offensive substances are required to provide a 
copy of an Integrated Pest Management Plan for the facility where the vehicles 
are garaged. Such IPM plan must include procedures for surveillance and control 
activities specific to the vehicles. IPM plans must be submitted to the Health 
Department and updated annually. 

4. Facilities not required to hold a local health department permit, but which receive, 
store, sort, process, or transfer recyclable materials on-site are also subject to the 
requirements for a rodent control fee and IPM plan. 

5. Responsibility for pest prevention and management remains with the permit 
holder, even when a commercial service is part of the permit holder's IPM 
program. 

SECTION 6-116: Permits for Keeping of Animals 

1. All applicants to the Health Department for a new or renewal permit to keep certain 
animals (as defined within City Ordinance or Board of Health Regulation) are 
required to provide evidence that the lot and any structures thereon have been 



assessed by a licensed pest control operator and have been treated for, or are 
free from, rodents in accordance with State Sanitary code, 105 CMR, Section 
410.550. 

SECTION 6-117: Requirements for public property 

1. Dumpsters on public properties are subject to the requirement for an IPM plan. 

2. IPM plans shall be developed for all public buildings and parks and updated 
annually. 

SECTION 6-118: Content of Integrated Pest Management Plans 

1. Integrated Pest Management Plans required under this ordinance must 
include, at minimum: 

o Names and certifications of licensed pest control operators. An Initial 
survey by a licensed pest control operator documenting presence or 
absence of rodent activity, burrows, and sanitation conditions that could 
support rodent activity on the site and accessible public areas adjacent 
to the site. 

o Details about rodent control measures to be implemented on the site, 
including locations of traps and bait stations, types and amounts of 
pesticides used, schedule for follow-up monitoring, cleanup of bait 
stations and rodent carcasses, staff training and notification procedures, 
and management of 
sources of food, water, and harborage on the site, including vegetation 
management. 

o Procedures for responding to rodent complaints associated with the site, 
including name and contact information for management-level individual 
to respond to complaints. 

SECTION 6-119: Composting - Private, Curbside and Maintenance 

1. Private Backyard Composting is allowed once the following conditions are met: 
a Compost bin must be constructed out of hardware cloth/welded wire, wood, 

plastic barrels, or other durable material; 
b The entire bin must be lined with rodent proof hardware cloth/wire mesh 

one-fourth inches (1/4) or smaller; 
c The lid must be tight fitting with the ability to lock; 
d There must be adequate drainage provided by means such as digging the 

soil below the bin and laying three (4) to four (4) inches of coarse gravel; 
and 

e The compost pile must be located away from attractive animal nest 
locations like wood piles, carports, sheds or brush piles; 

f The compost pile must be located away from attractive food sources like 
bird feeders, pet food bowls, garbage cans, fruit trees or berry bushes. 



2. Curbside Composting is allowed once the following conditions are met: 
a. Compost bins must have a tight-fitting and locking lid; 
b. The bins must be lined with compostable plastic or paper bags to help 

keep the bins clean and odors to a minimum; 
c. Compost bins must be maintained and rinsed or cleaned as needed; 
a If applicable, a preferred city vendor is used for such services. 

SECTION 6-120: Enforcement, Penalties and Fines 

2. Failure to comply with this ordinance may result in revocation of the permit and/or 
fines of up to $300 per day, in accordance with Medford Board of Health 
Regulation "Noncriminal Disposition of Ordinance, By-law, Rule, or Regulation 
Violations." 

3. Complaints about rodent activity will be handled by the Health Department. 

4. The Building Commissioner, Director of Public Works, Director of Health, and their 
designees are the enforcing officers for the permits issued by their offices. 

5. All fines collected for violations of the City Ordinance Regarding Rodent Control 
will go into a designated account to be used for rodent control measures. 

SECTION 6-121: Fee Schedule 
Department 

Health 

Public Works 

Building 

Annual Fees 

$25 per food establishment, food processing or storage 
facility. 
$250 per landfill, transfer, recycling facility 
$100 per offal business 
$50 per dumpster 

$1 per foot up to $1000 max for utility projects 

$250 per permit for commercial projects 
$100 per permit for residential projects 

SECTION 6-122: All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

SECTION 6-123: This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law. 



IN COUNCIL FEBRUARY 9, 2021 PASSED TO TAKE ITS FIRST 
READING 

ADVERTISED FEBRUARY 18, 2021 MEDFORD TRANSCRIPT 

IN COUNCIL MARCH 2, 2021 

APPROVED: 

A TRUE COPY, ATTEST 

11~ 
ADAM L. HURTUBISE 
CITY CLERK 

t:PA8·····S····  ED TO TAKE ITS THIRD EADING TO BE ORDAINED 

ii'/\ i?. 
1 V ) ... ~ CITY SOLICITOR 


