
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-02 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE  
PLYMOUTH CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES:  

CHAPTER 34-ENVIRONMENT;  
ARTICLE I.-Trees; DIVISION 1.-GENERALLY 

 
TO ACHIEVE ABOVE, THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE SEC-
TIONS HAVE BEEN AMENDED AS SHOWN: 
 

• Expand Section 34-1 to list benefits of trees and identify 
trees as public infrastructure 

• Delete part of Section 34-2 to remove definitions that are 
no longer referenced, add definition for “diseased tree”, 
and amend definition for tree protection plan 

• Delete Section 34-18, 34-19, and 34-22 for private tree 
removal and new construction street tree planting require-
ment 

• Amend Section 34-23 to reference “private” trees 
• Delete part of Section 34-24 which required permits for 

tree removal, planting, and replacement 
• Delete part of Section 34-26 that references private tree 

removal and replacement 
• Amend Section 34-27 to identify the City Commission as 

the appeal board 
• Reorder remaining sections to accommodate deleted 

sections 
 
The entire ordinance can be viewed at: https://www.plymouth 
mi.gov/agenda_center  
 
Introduced – 5-6-2024 
Enacted – 5-20-2024 
Publication – 5-29-2024 
Effective – 5-30-2024 



Sec. 34-1. Intent. 

PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Chapter 34 - ENVIRONMENT 

ARTICLE I. TREES 

ARTICLE I. TREES 
1

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

The purpose of this chapter is to promote and provide for the protection of the public health. safety. and 
general welfare through the regulation of the planting. maintenance. and removal of trees, shrubs. and other 
plants within the City of Plymouth   .. preseri,atioA, a A el reforestatioA of the City of Plymouth's tree eaAopy, trees, 
aAel wooellaAels. Trees provide numerous benefits such as stormwater management. runoff infiltration. air quality 
improvements, and support property values. making them an important piece of our public infrastructure. 

( Ord.No. 2019-01 , 7-15-19; Ord. No. 2020-06 , 12-21-20) 

Sec. 34-2. Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this division. shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Dead tree means any tree that has no visible growth (within the appropriate growing season for all 
deciduous trees), no visible buds, twigs that do not exhibit flexibility, and twigs that do not appear green at the 
cambium layer when outer bark has been physically removed. 

Diameter breast height (DBH) means the diameter, in inches, of a tree measured at four and one-half feet 
above the existing grade. 

Diseased tree means any tree that shows signs of any of the following issues: premature leaf defoliation or 
reduction in foliage, leaves or needles with dark spots. unusual colors, or distorted shapes. changes in tree bark. 
fungi or root rot. or other conditions that indicate disease as identified by the State of Michigan Department of 
Natur.alResources. 

Dripline means the imaginary vertical line, which extends downward from the outermost tips of the tree 
branches to the ground. 

Front yard tree means any tree located in the open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of 
which is the minimum horizontal distance between the front lot line and the nearest point of the foundation of the 
main building. 

Heritaf}e ti:ee meaAs aAy tree that meets the sii!e aAel speeies requiremeAts iA the table belo•,v, or aA',' tree Rot 
listeel iA the table below that is 18 iAehes DBH or greater. 

[ CommoA Name 
Arborritae 

I SeieAtifie Name
Thuja oeeieleAtalis � 

1 Ord. No. 2019-01 , adopted July 15, 2019, repealed art. I, div. 1 in its entirety, and enacted new provisions to read 
as herein set out. Former art. I, div. 1, §§ 34-1-34-9, pertained to the tree ordinance, and derived from Ord. 
No. 17-06 , adopted Oct. 16, 2017. 
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AsR FFa11iA.is s13eeies 
AFAeFieaA Bassweeel {biAeleA) +ilia aFAeFieaAa
AFAeFiEaA Beeel=i Fag.is gFaAelitelia 

AFAeFieaA Gl=iestAtlt GastaAea eleAtata 
AFAeFieaA EIFA l:llFAtlS aFAeFiEaAa 
Bif€I:¼ Bet.ila s13eeies 
Blael, AleleF AIRtlS gl.itiAesa 
BlaelE +.i13ele Nvssa s•rl  ,..atiea 
Black lAtalA.it J.iglaAS AigFa 
Wl=iite lJJalA.it J.iglaAs ciAeFea 

B.ielEe','e {HeFse Gl=iestA.it) Aese.il.is s13eeies 
GeelaF, Reel J.iAi13eF.is s13ecies 
GFal3a1313le {G.iltiYaF) Mal.is s13eeies 
E:le.iglas FiF Pse.ielets.iga FAeAciesii 
EasteFA HeFAlecl, +s.iga caAaeleAsis 
FleweFiAg 9egweeel Garn.is fleFiela 

Gffikge GiAl,ge 13ilel3a 

� GaFya, s13ecies 

KeAt.icl,',' Ge#eetFee G•rFAAeelael.is elieic.is 

baFCA/+aFAaFaCIE baFilE laFiEiAa {EasteFA) 

teW5t: Gleelitsia tFiaeaAtl=ies 

S•;caFAeFe {b9A89A 13laAe tFee) PlataA.is s13ecies 

� /l,eeF s13eeies {e1Ece13t Aeg.iAele) 

Ga-k 0:tieFetis s13eeies 

-Ptfle PiA.is s13ecies 

SassafFas SassafFas all3ieltiFA 

� Picea s13eeies 

+.ili13 +Fee biFieeleAelFeA t.ili13ifeFa 

Wile! Gl=ieFFy PFtiA.is s13eeies 

Large tree means any tree larger than 40 feet in height at maturity. 

LiceRsed t,r:ee fJrofessieRa.' FAeans a AtlFSeFyFAaA eF aA ISA eertifleel aFl3eFist. 

Medium tree means any tree between 25 feet and 40 feet in height at maturity. 
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Park tree means any tree located in public parks having individual names, and all publicly owned land, or to 
which the public has free access as a park. 

Private tree means any tree located on land that is owned by an individual or group having a vested or 
financial interest in the subject property. 

Protected area means the area contained within the dripline of the tree. 

Protective barrier means a physical obstruction that encloses the protected area of a tree and limits 
vehicular, material, and equipment access. 

Small tree means any tree less than 25 feet in height at maturity. 

Street tree means any trees planted or located within a public street or road right-of-way. 

Created: 2024-02-20 09:26:51 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 62) 

Page 2 of 13 



Topping means the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three inches in diameter within the 

tree's crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the trees. 

Transplant means the digging up of a tree and the planting of that tree in another place on the same 

property or off-site property. 

Tree means a woody perennial plant, typically having a single stem or trunk which at maturity is 13 feet or 

more in height and which has a definite crown of foliage. 

Tree fund means the budget account located in the solid waste/recycling fund to be used for activities 

associated with public tree inventory, protection, maintenance, and planting. 

Tr:ee r,laRtfR§ r,effflit A'leans tl:le perA'lit application reviewed and approved by tl:le adA'linistration tl:lat sl:lows 

tl:le location, species, and size of trees tl:lat will be planted or transplanted. 

Tree protection plan means the documentation describing plan reviewed and appro   .. •ed by tl:le adA'linistration 

tl:lat sl:lows how trees will be protected from construction activities. 

Tree r-emo•ml r,erm!t A'leans tl:le perA'lit application reviewed and approved by tl:le adA'linistration tl:lat sl:lows 

tl:le location, species, and size of trees tl:lat will be reA'loved. 

Tree r:er,lacemeRt r,!aR A'leans tl:le perA'lit application reviewed and appro•ved b•r tl:le adA'linistration tl:lat 

sl:10 1 ,'t'S !:low tl:le requirement for replacing remo'w 1 ed tree(s) will be satisfied. 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19; Ord. No. 20 20-06, 12-21-20) 

Sec. 34-3. Prohibited trees. 

The following trees are prohibited to be planted or replanted: 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Ash Fraxinus species 

Autumn and Russian-Olive Elaeagnus species 

Boxelder Acer negundo 

Buckthorn Rhamnus species 

Mulberry Morus species 

Poplar Populus species 

Siberian Elm Ulmus pumila 

Silver Maple Acer saccharin um 

Tree of Heaven Ailanthus altissma 

Willow Salix species 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-4. Tree care. 

(a) All trees shall be planted, pruned, maintained, and removed, as may be necessary to ensure public safety or 

to preserve or enhance the symmetry and beauty of such public grounds.

(b) The city reserves the right to remove or cause to be removed, any tree or part thereof which is in an unsafe

condition or which by reason of its nature is injurious to sewers, electric power lines, gas lines, water lines, or

other public improvements, is blocking street or sidewalk clearance, or is blocking the spread of light or view

of traffic control devices.
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(c) If any owner, occupant or person having charge of any land within the city shall refuse or neglect to resolve 
public safety issues caused by private trees as provided in this chapter, then the city manager or his/her 
designee shall cause the land to be entered upon by city employees or a city contractor for the purpose of 
pruning, or removing said trees at the sole cost to the property owner and such entering upon shall not be 
deemed a trespass.

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-5. Pruning. 

Trees shall be pruned so that branches do not obstruct the light from any street light or obstruct the view of 
any street intersection. A clear space of 15 feet above the surface of the street and eight feet above the surface of 
the sidewalk shall be maintained. The city shall have the right to prune or cause to be pruned any tree or shrub on 
private property when it interferes with the proper spread of light along the street from a street light or interferes 
with visibility of roadway, sidewalk, traffic control devices, and/or signs. 

(Ord.No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-6. Corner clearance. 

Within the required corner clearance area as defined in section 78-207, all trees and limbs, including dead, 
diseased or dangerous trees or broken or decayed limbs which constitute a menace to the safety of the public, 
shall be removed by the property owner upon which the tree is located. 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-7. Tree topping. 

It shall be prohibited for any person to top any tree. Trees severely damaged by storms, an act of God, or 
other causes out of the city's or property owner's control, may be exempted from this section at the determination 
of the city manager or his/her designee. This section does not apply to a utility company who may be required to 
top a tree for purposes of public safety or valid equipment issues. 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-8. Removal of stumps. 

All stumps of street, park, and front yard trees shall be removed below the surface of the ground so that the 
top of the stump shall not project above the surface of the ground. The stump excavation site shall be backfilled to 
match existing grade as defined in section 78-21. 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-9. Tree fund. 

This section establishes the city's tree fund. The purpose of the tree fund shall be to maintain and reestablish 
the city's public tree canopy. The city commission shall review the rate structure annually as part of their budget 

process. 

(Ord.No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 
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Sec. 34-10. Installation and planting. 

All trees shall be planted according to ANSI Standards A300. 

(Ord.No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-11. Maintenance provisions. 

All trees shall be maintained in a safe, healthy, neat and orderly state free from refuse and debris. 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

DIVISION 2. PUBLIC TREES 

Sec. 34-12. Permitted street trees. 

The following list constitutes the official street tree species for the city. No species other than those included 

in this list may be planted unless approved, in writing, by city manager or his/her designee. 

(1) Small trees:

Common Name Scientific Name 

Cherry, Flowering Prunus species and hybrids 

Crabapple, Flowering Mal us species and hybrids 

Dogwood Cornus species and hybrids 

Goldenrain Tree Koelreuteria paniculata 

Hawthorn Crataegus species 

Lilac, Japanese Tree Syringa reticulata 

Magnolia Magnolia hybrids 

Magnolia, Star Magnolia stellata 

Maple, Amur Acer ginnala 

Maple, Paperbark Acer griseum 

Maple, Tatarian Acer tataricum 

Maple, Trident Acer buergeranum 

Peach, Flowering Pru nus species and hybrids 

Plum, Flowering Prunus species and hybrids 

Redbud, Eastern Cercis canadensis 

Serviceberry Amelanchier species and hybrids 

(2) Medium trees:

Common Name Scientific Name 

Amur Maackia Maackia amurensis 

Corktree, Amur, Fruitless Male Phellodenron amurense 

Hophornbeam, American Ostrya virginiana 

Hornbeam, American Carpinus caroliniana 

Hornbeam, European Carpinus betulus 

Horsechestnut, Red Aeculus x carnea 
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Maple, Bigtooth Acer grandidentatum 

Maple, Hedge Acer campestre 

Maple, Shantung Acer truncatum 

Mountain Ash Serbus species 

Mulberry, Red Fruitless Male Marus rubra, fruitless varieties 

Osageorange, Thornless Male Maclura pomifera 

Pagodatree (Scholartree) Styphnolobium (Sophora) 

japonicum 

Paw Paw Asimina triloba 

Pear, Flowering Pyrus species and hybrids 

Sassafras Sassafras albidum 

Ye\lowwood Cladrastis kentukea 

(3) Large trees:

Common Name Scientific Name 

Baldcypress Taxodium distichum 

Beech, American Fagus grandifolia 

Beech, European Fagus sylvatica 

Blackgum (Tupelo) Nyssa sylvatica 

Catalpa, Northern Catalpa speciosa 

Chestnut Castanea hybrids 

Coffeetree, Kentucky Gymnocladus dioicus 

Elm, American Dutch Elm resistant Ulmus hybrids 

varieties 

Filbert, Turkish Corylus colurna 

Ginkgo (Maidenhair Tree), Fruitless Ginkgo biloba 

Male 

Hackberry Celtis occidentalis 

Hardy Rubber Tree Eucommia ulmoides 

Hickory Carya species 

Honeylocust Gleditsia triacanthos 

Horsechestnut Aesculus species 

Katsura Tree Cercidiphyllum japonicum 

Linden, American Tilia Americana 

Linden, Littleleaf Tilia cordata 

Linden, Silver Tilia tomentosa 

Maple, Black Acer nigrum 

Maple, Freeman Hybrid Acer x freemanii 

Maple, Miyabe Acer miyabei 

Maple, Norway Acer platanoides 

Maple, Red Acer rubrum 

Maple, Sugar Acer saccharum 

Maple, Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus 

Oak, Bur Quercus macrocarpa 

Oak, Chinkapin Quercus muehlenbergii 

Oak, English Quercus robur 
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Oak, Northern Red Quercus rubra 

Oak, Pin Quercus palustris 

Oak, Sawtooth Quercus acutissima 

Oak, Scarlett Quercus coccinea 

Oak, Shingle Quercus imbricaria 

Oak, Shumard Quercus shumardii 

Oak, Swamp White Quercus bicolor 

Oak, White Quercus alba 

Planetree, London Plata nus x acerifolia 

Redwood, Dawn Metasequoia glyptostroboides 

Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua 

Sycamore Platanus occidentalis 

Tuliptree Liriodendron tulipifera 

Walnut, Black Juglans nigra 

Zelkova Zelkova serrata 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-13. Distance from street corners, driveways, curbs, and sidewalks. 

No tree shall be planted closer than 35 feet of any street corner, measured from the point of nearest 

intersecting curbs or curb lines. No tree shall be planted closer than ten feet from any driveway or approach. Trees 

planted in the area between the curb or curb lines and sidewalks shall be in accordance with the three species size 

classes listed in section 34-12. No trees may be planted within any area between the curb or curb line and sidewalk 

other than the following: small trees: two feet; medium trees: three feet; and large trees: four feet. 

(Ord.No. 2019-01, 7-15-19; Ord. No. 2020-06, 12-21-20) 

Ord. No. 2020-06, adopted Dec. 21, 2020, changed the title of§ 34-13 from "Distance from street corners and fire 

hydrants" to read as herein set out. 

Sec. 34-14. Distance from utilities, signs, and hydrants. 

No trees, other than those species listed as small trees in section 34-12(1), may be planted under or within 

ten lateral feet of any overhead utility wire, or over or within five lateral feet of any underground water line, sewer 

line, transmission line, or other utility. No trees shall be planted closer than ten feet from any manhole structure. 

No tree shall be planted closer than ten feet from any hydrant. No tree shall be planted closer than ten feet from 

any streetlight pole. No tree shall be planted closer than ten feet from any traffic control device. 

(Ord.No. 2019-01, 7-15-19; Ord. No. 2020-06, 12-21-20) 

Ord. No. 2020-06, adopted Dec. 21, 2020, changed the title of§ 34-14 from "Distance from curb and sidewalk" to 

read as herein set out. 

Sec. 34-1S. Distance between trees. 

Trees shall be planted a sufficient distance away from other trees. The distance between small trees as listed 

in section 34-12(1) shall be 20 feet. The distance between medium trees as listed in section 34-12(2) shall be 30 

feet. The distance between large trees as listed in section 34-12(3) shall be 40 feet. 
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( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19; Ord. No. 2020-06, 12-21-20) 

Ord. No. 2020-06, adopted Dec. 21, 2020, changed the title of§ 34-15 from "Distance from utilities" to read as 

herein set out. 

Sec. 34-16. Tree size. 

The minimum size for a street tree or park tree shall be one and one -half inches in caliper DBH. All trees 

planted must be of the tree form variety, have a single stem with branching limbs, and branches must be at least 

eight feet off the ground at maturity, as predicated by the size definitions in section 34-2. 

(Ord.No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-17. Removal and replacement of street trees. 

(a) Should a property owner wish to have the street tree adjacent to his or her property removed, he or she 

shall submit a request, in writing, to the city manager or his/her designee. Within ten business days of the 

receipt of the request an ISA certified arborist, provided by the city, will perform a condition and risk 

assessment. The cost for this service shall be borne by the property owner making the request. Following the 

condition and risk assessment by the ISA certified arborist, if the street tree is found to be dead, diseased, or 

dying the city shall remove the street tree at the city's cost. Following the condition and risk assessment by 

the ISA certified arborist, if the street tree is not found to be dead, diseased, or dying, the tree shall remain.

(b) Only in extenuating circumstances, as determined by the city manager or his/her designee, shall a healthy 

street tree be removed or caused to be removed. Such extenuating circumstances shall include but are not 

limited to catastrophic event, repair, replacement, or maintenance of underground utilities, or an act of God.

(c) When a street tree is removed every effort shall be made to replace the tree within one year of removal with 

one replacement tree that meets the requirements in sections 34-12 through 34-16 above.

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19; Ord. No. 2020-06, 12-21-20) 

Ord. No. 2020-06, adopted Dec. 21, 2020, changed the title of§ 34-17 from "Removal of street trees" to read as 

herein set out. 

DIVISION 3. PRIVATE TREES 

Sec. �4 18. Remet.<al aRd replacemeRt ef Reritage trees. 

This sectioA shall apply to all private heritage trees. Each heritage tree that is removed shall be replaced iA a 

maAAer coAsisteAt with the followiAg subsectioAs. 

(1) Heritage trees shall be replaced at a slidiAg scale rate set by the cit•, commissioA aAAually for each tree 

removed. ReplacemeAt tree(s) shall be located 0A the parcel(s) where each heritage tree is remo•,ed or 

iA the right of way adjaceAt to the affected property. The city maAager or his/her desigAee may 

coAsider alternate locatioAs oA a case by case basis. ReplacemeAt trees shall be showA oA a tree 

replacemeAt plaA.

(2) If trees caAAot be reasoAably plaAted oA the property, the property 0'#Aer shall pay iAto the tree fuAd 

at a rate defiAed by t19e city commissioA a Ad stated 0A the rate card, rouAded up to the Aearest oAe 

iAch of DBH required to be replaced by sectioA 34 18(1).
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If the requireA'!ents of section 34 18(1) and (2) cannot be A'le' - • - • '- • • _,. 
aceA'!ent trees shall be

t, a coA'!btn t 

-
aseO. Reolaeefflent t,ees 

,,,11 • .""" ef ,aylng lnte the ''"'
fund and repl e S O"'n ., on a tree replaceA'lent

Wh • d " en require , a tree replaceA'lent plan shall be subA'I'" ,1tted within 90 days of the reA'lo1t·al of heritage
tree(s). The city A'lanager or his/her designee A'lay consider an ei1tension on a case b;• case basis.

\6.'hen a tree froA'I the subject property is t�;;;-;:--' ransplanted and saved froA'I reA'lo¥al, that DBH shall be 
added as a credit to the property owner's replaceA'!ent requireA'lents. Trees shall be relocated by a 
licensed tree professional. The propert·r owner shall ensure the tree's successful establishA'lent in ne•u 
location.

(6) Trees that are dead, diseased, or d•ring with no visible --- ,,_ -,-! growth as deterA'lined by an ISA certified arborist 
are eiEeA'lpt froA'I replaceA'!ent requireA'lents.

( 7) The A'liniA'IUA'I siw for;; ��; • • a replaceA'lent tree shall be one and one half inches in caliper DBH. All trees 
planted rnust 13e of the tree forrn variety.

( Ord. No. 2019 01, 7 15 19; Ord. No. 2020 06, 12 21 20)

Sec. 34 19, ReR'le,.•al a Rd replaceR'leRt ef freRt yard trees. 

This section shall apply to any front yard trees w  i'L - ""'' ' , __ .. ___ .. 1th a DBH of silE inches or greater but less than the heritage
tree standard for that species. Each tree that is reA'lo·   .. ed shall be replaced in a A'lanner consistent with the
following subsections.

(1) Front •rard trees shall 13e replaced at a sliding scale rate set by the city ----=--· . COA'IA'ltssion annually for each 
tree reA'lo1 

,
1ed. ReplaceA'lent front yard tree(s) shall be located on the front yard of the parcel(s) where

each front yard tree is reA'IO'red or in the right of way adjacent to the affected property. The city 
A'lanager or his/her designee A'lay consider alternate locations on a case by case basis. ReplaceA'lent 
trees shall be shown on a tree replaceA'!ent plan.

(2 ) If trees cannot be reasonably pl;;;-;�� ., -- • r.anted on the property, the property owner shall pay into the tree fund
at a rate defined by the city COA'IA'lission and stated on the rate card, rounded up to the nearest one
inch of DBH required to be replaced by section 34 19(1).

(3) If the requireA'!ents of section 34 19(1) and (2; :;;;-;� ') cannot be A'let, a coA'lbination of paying into the tree 
fund and replaceA'!ent trees shall 13e used. The city rnanager or his/her designee A'lay consider alternate 
locations on a case by case basis. ReplaceA'lent trees shall be shown on a tree replaceA'lent plan.

(4 ) When required, a tree replaceA'!ent plan shall be subA'litted .,, 1 ithin 90 da•rs of the reA'101,al , ' • _ T101,al of a front 
yard tree(s). The City A'lanager or his/her designee A'lay consider an ei1tension on a case by case basis.

(5) When a tree froA'I the subject propert•r is��;;;-;:--' , - trans13lanted and sa,,ed froA'I reA'I 1 •t 0 
as a credit to the propert'· o•··ner's repl . 
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planted A'lust be of the tree forA'I • ;1ariety.

a e one and one half inches in caliper DBH. All tre e s

( Ord. No. 2019 01, 7 15 19; Ord. No. 2020 06, 12 21 20)

Ord. No. 2020 06 ad t d D 
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,  op e ec. 21, 2020, changed the title of§ 34 19 froA'I "Electi•rely reA'loved tr---"•- --trees to read as
erein set out. 
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Sec. 34-1820. Dead tree removal on private property. 

The city shall have the right to cause the removal of any dead tree on private property within the city when 

such trees constitute a hazard to life or property. The city will notify, in writing, the owners of such trees. Removal 

shall be done by such owners at their own expense within 30 days after the date of service of notice. Upon the 

owner's failure to comply with such provisions, the city shall have the authority to remove such trees at a rate set 

by the city commission. The city manager or his/her designee shall keep an accurate account of expense incurred 

for each lot or parcel of land in carrying out the provisions of this section and such expense shall be charged 

against such lot or parcel and collected by giving notice thereof to the owner of the lot or parcel. If such expense or 

charge shall not be paid the same shall be assessed against the lot or parcel and collected as provided by section 

12.22 of the city Charter. 

( Ord. No. 2019-01 , 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-19U. Diseased trees on private property. 

The city shall have the right to cause the removal or treatment of any diseased tree on private property 

within the city when such tree constitutes a hazard to life or property or harbors deadly insects or disease which 

constitutes a potential threat to other trees within the city. Treatment of a diseased tree shall include chemical 

treatment to render the disease or affliction non-threatening to any affected tree. The city will notify, in writing, 

the owners of such trees. Treatment or removal shall be done by such owners at their own expense within 30 days 

after the date of service of notice. Upon failure of owners to comply with such provisions, the city shall have the 

authority to treat or remove such trees and charge the cost of treatment or removal at a rate set by the city 

commission. The city manager or his/her designee shall keep an accurate account of expense incurred for each lot 

or parcel of land in carrying out the provisions of this section and such expense shall be charged against such lot or 

parcel and collected by giving notice thereof to the owner of the lot or parcel. If such expense or charge shall not 

be paid the same shall be assessed against the lot or parcel and collected as provided by section 12.22 of the city 

Charter. 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. �4 22, lnstallatien ef street trees fer ne 1 .\' resielential censtn:1rtien. 

(a) ResideAtial property owAers shall iAstall a rniAirn1;1Ffl of oAe Rew street tree at the effected property wheA a 

Rew coAstrnctioA hoFfle is b1;1ilt. If the right of way adjaceAt to the resideAtial property is Rot s1;1itable for the

loAg terFfl health req1;1ireFfleAts of a tree based OR sectioAs 34 13 thro1;1gh 34 1S, the property 0 1,vAer shall

pay iAto the tree foAd at a rate set b1r the city coFflFflissioA.

(b) ResideAtial property 0 1 ...,Aers rn1;1st choose oAe of the followiAg tree replacerneAt processes from the 

followiAg three optioAs:

( 1 ) PlaAt a tree before a Ry certificate of occ1;1paAcy is iss1;1ed.

( 2 ) Pay iAto the tree foAd prior to the iss1;1aAce of aAy certificate of occ1;1pancy at a rate appro 1 ,ed by the 

city commission.

( 3) Property owAer plans to pl a At a tree withiA one year of final certificatioA of ocC1;JpaAcy iss1;1ance.

Propert;' owAer pays a cash boAd at a rate appro1
,1ed by the city COFflFflission before aA' i' certificate of

ocrnpaAcy is iss1;1ed. The boAd will be ref1;1Aded oAce the tree is plaAted aAd the property owAer 

notifies the city in writiAg of plantiAg. If the tree is Rot plaAted withiA one year, the bond is forfeited to 

the tree f1;1nd.
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( Ord. No. 2019-01 , 7-15-19; Ord. No. 2020-06, 12-21-20) 

Sec. 34-2�. Tree protection standards during construction. 

(a) When a building permit is required for work including accessory structure, addition, approach/drive, 
carport/porte cochere, deck, demolition, egress window, fence, foundation, land division/ 
coml3iRatioR/reconfiguration, new construction, patio, parking lot, pergola, porch, pool, ground sign, or any 
other changes the lot coverage or floor area ratio of the property, existing private froRt yard aRd heritage 
trees shall be indicated on a boundary survey to include property boundaries, topography, and tree size, 
location, and species, and existing and proposed structure(s) and building envelopg. The survey shall be 
submitted to the city with a tree protection plan in a compatible digital format. The tree protection plan shall 
be submitted at the time that building plans are submitted to the community development department for 
review. The tree protection plan shall include the location and type of protective barrier that will be used to 
protect the trees throughout construction.

(b) During construction, a protective barrier shall be placed at the drip line of the street, park, and/or froRt yard 
or heritage private tree(s). The ground area within the drip line shall be maintained undisturbed from its pre­ 
construction state.

(c) Vehicles, materials, and equipment are prohibited from being stored in, staged in, or driven through the 
protected area of the private froRt yard or heritage tree. Practical difficulties shall be dealt with by the 
administration on a case-by-case basis.

(d) If the protected area of the froRt .,,ard or heritagea private tree falls within the building envelopg, every 
precaution shall be taken to preserve and protect the affected tree(s).

(Ord.No. 2019-01 , 7-15-19; Ord. No. 2020-06, 12-21-20) 

DIVISION 4. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

Sec. ' �4 24 PerFRits ret;tuireEt. 

(a ) A tree remo• .. al permit is req1:Jired wheR aR'r tree is plaRRed for removal.

(1) Permits shall 13e ol3taiRed from the departmeRt of m1:JRicipal services (OMS) OR a form provided.

(2) OMS shall review the applicatioR for compliaRce with this chapter.

(3) OMS shall perform a site visit to meas1:Jre a Rd doc1:JmeRt the affected tree(s).

(4) OMS shall provide a report to the applicaRt detailiRg the trees plaRRed for removal a Rd aR'r req1:Jired 
replacemeRt.

(S) After review, OMS shall iss1:Je a permit to applicatioRs that meet the req1:JiremeRts of this chapter. 

( el If replacemeRt trees are req1:Jired see [s1:Jssecti0Rj (c). 

(13) A tree plaRtiRg permit is req1:Jired wheR trees are traRsplaRted or plaRted.

(1) Permits shall 13e o13taiRed from the departmeRt of m1:JRicipal services (OMS) OR a form provided. The 
applicatioR shall iRcl1:Jde a scaled site plaR or 1301:JRdary s1:Jrvey or scaled drawiRg that shows all
property Ii Res, pa·   .. emeRt, hard s1:Jrfaces, a Rd the siw, species, aRd locatioR of the pro posed tree(s) to
13e plaRted.

(2) OMS shall review the applicatioR for compliaRce 1Nith this chapter.

(Supp. No. 62) 
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(3) After re't'iew, DMS sRall issue a perA'lit to applications tRat A'leet tRe requireA'lents of tRis CRapter.

(c) A tree replaceffient plan is required wRen replaceffient trees are required to 13e planted after tree(s) Ra'Je 
13een reffio•;ed.

(1) PerA'lits sRall l3e o13tained froA'I tRe departA'lent of A'lunicipal services (DMS) on a forA'I pro·,ided. TRe
application sRall include a scaled site plan or 13oundary sur..,ey or scaled drawing tRat sRows all
property lines, pa·.«eA'lent, Rard surfaces, and tRe siie, species, and location of tRe proposed tree(s) to 
13e planted.

(2) DMS SRall re·,iew tRe application for COA'lpliance witR tRis cRapter.

(3) DMS SRall provide a report to tRe applicant detailing ROW tRe replaceA'lent requireA'lent sRall l3e A'let.

(4) After review, DMS sRall issue a perA'lit to applications tRat A'leet tRe requireA'!ents of tRis cRapter. 

( d) A tree protection plan is required wRen a qualifying construction project is planned for a property.

(1) PerA'lits sRall l3e ol3tained froA'I tRe departA'!ent of A'lunicipal services on a forA'I pro·,ided.

(2) TRe tree protection plan sRall 13e sul3A'litted at tRe tiA'le tRat 13uilding plans are sul3A'litted to tRe 
COA'IA'lunity de't'elopA'lent departffient for re•,iew. TRe tree protection plan SRall include a topograpRic 
13oundary survey tRat SRows wRiCR tree(s) are 13eing protected during construction and tRe location 
and t·;pe of protective 13arrier tRat will 13e used to protect tRe trees tRrougRout construction.

(3) After review, DMS sRall issue a perA'lit to applications tRat A'!eet tRe requireA'lents of tRis cRapter.

(4) �Jo 13uilding perA'lit sRall l3e issued until an appro�•ed tree protection plan perA'lit Ras 13een issued.

( e) No tree sRall l3e reA'!o't'ed, replaced, transplanted , or planted unless a tree perA'li t Ras 13een fi rst issued for 
sucR work.

(f) 'NRen a 13uilding perA'lit is required for any work tRat includes cRanges to lot co·,erage, floor area ratio, or 
Rardscaping of tRe property, e11isting front yard and Reritage trees sRall l3e indicated on a 13oundary survey. 
TRe 13oundary sur't'e'r sRall include property 13oundaries; topograpRy; tRe sice, location, and species of eacR 
tree; eilisting and proposed structure(s); and 13uilding en•,elop. TRe survey sRall l3e sul3A'litted to tRe cit>,< in a 
coA'lpatiale digital forA'lat.

(g) TRe perA'lit fees sRall l3e set and reviewed annuall;• 13y tRe city COA'IA'liss ion.

( Ord.No. 2019 01 , 7 15 19; Ord. No. 2020 06, 12 21 20) 

Sec. 34-21�. Notice. 

The city manager or his/her designee shall notify, by first class mail or by posting notice in a conspicuous 
location on the property, the owner, agent or occupant of any lands on which a violation of this chapter is found to 
exist. Such notice shall require that the person having charge of such land to resolve any violations of this chapter; 
and shall contain a summary of the provisions of this chapter. Failure of the city manager or his/her designee to 
give notice shall not, however, constitute a defense to any action to enforce the payment of any penalty provided 
for, or debt created under, the provisions of this chapter. If the property is not in compliance with this article at 
the end of the period specified in the notice of violation, an appearance ticket may be issued. 

(Ord.No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 
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Sec. 34-22ai. Penalty and enforcement. 

(a) Tt:ie city st:iall t:ia,,e tt:le rigt:lt to eAter property to iA•,estigate tt:ie reA'lo¥al of fro At yard or t:ieritage trees oA 
pri•,ate property. The peAalty for reA'I0'> 1 al of froAt yard or t:ieritage tree(s) without a required perA'lit shall 13e 
a civil iAfractioA plus a $500.00 fiAe, per tree. IA additioA to the fiAe, the offeAder shall pay fair A'larket 
replaceA'leAt per fro At yard or heritage tree reA'lo•,ed eased OR a A'liAiA'luA'I siw of 18 iAch DBrl.

fbt--A person who violates any provision of this chapter 34 or the terms or conditions of a permit is responsible 
for municipal civil infraction; and shall be subject to payment of not less than $500.00, plus costs and other 
sanctions, for each infraction. 

(c) DiscretioAally reA'loved trees or trees that are iAteAtioAally daA'laged that are Rot replaced accordiAg to tt:ie 
pro•,isioAs of tt:iis ct:iapter require pa','A'ICAt iAto the tree fuAd at the rate esta131ist:ied 13y tt:le city COA'IA'lissioA.

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19; Ord. No. 2020-06, 12-21-20) 

Sec. 34-232-7. Appeals. 

Any appeals to this chapter shall be submitted, in writing, to the city commission on a form provided by the 
city manager or his/her designee within 21 days of the administration's determination. Appeals cannot be made 
when a determination includes a healthy, safety, welfare concern. 

( Ord. No. 2019-01, 7-15-19) 

Sec. 34-24-a-8. Severability. 

The various parts, sentences, paragraphs, sections, and clauses of this chapter 34 are hereby declared to be 
severable. If any part, sentence, paragraph, section, or clause of this chapter 34 is adjudged unconstitutional or 
invalid by any court or administrative agency of competent jurisdiction, the unconstitutionality or invalidity shall 
not affect the constitutionality or validity of any remaining provisions of this chapter 34. 

(Ord.No. 2019-01 , 7-15-19) 

Secs. 34-25a9-34-41. Reserved. 
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